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The  iiojjtb  entertained  by  Victor  Hu^nes  that, 
even  in  the  colonies  which  he  meant  to  invade,  he 
shoald  find  active  partisans  to  assist  him  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  designs,  were,  unfortunately, 
but  too  ueii  justified  by  the  result  of  his  exer- 
tions That  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
extraneous  resources  on  which  he  calculated  for 
the  furtherance  of  his  plans,  it  will  be  proper 
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CHAP,  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  internal 
state  of  the  British  colonies,  iinuiediately  sub- 
sequent  to  his  re-conquest  of  the  island  of 

Guadctloiipe. 

Martmico,  though  apparently  tranquil,  con- 
\  tained,  thickly  sown,  the  seeds  of  disaffectioo. 

Towards  the  latter  end  u\  January,  1795,  Gene- 
ral Vaughan,  who  commanded  there,  after  the 
departure  of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  a  step  of  the  most  decisive  kind. 
This  was  no  less  than  the  banishment  of  several 
hundred  individuals,  who  had  prominently  mani- 
fested their  republican  principles,  by  various  acts ; 
and,  among  others,  by  refusing  to  take  up  arms^ 
or  to  pay  the  sum  levied  on  them  instead  of  per- 
sonal service  for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  and  by 
open  expressions  of  joy  on  their  hearing  of  the 
success  of  Victor  Hugues.  With  an  unpardon- 
jibie  want  of  policy,  these  men,  in  place  of  being 
aent  where  they  could  have  eifected  no  iiyvry, 
appear  to  have  been  allowed  to  rctiic  to  Gua- 
daloupe ;  where  they,  of  course,  formed  a  wel- 
come, a  large,  and  a  desperate  addition  to  the 
ranks  of  our  most  invelerate  enemies.  It  was 
hoped,  indeed,  that  the  retention  of  tlieir  prp- 
paty  in  Martinico,wou1d  neutraliaee  their  malice; 
but  those  who  reasoned  in  this  manner  seem 
not  t9  h^ve  been  aware  what  s«<crifices  the  spiyj^t 
of  nsveogi^  is,  capable  of  making*  Besides^  tlie 
c^e&  cherished  an  idea  natural  to  persons  in 
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their  situation,  and  which  the  circumstances  ot  ciup. 
the  period  coDtributed  to  strengthen^  that  they  s,^^ 
sboald  shortly  return  in  triumph  to  their  posses- 
sioos,  and  that  their  intermediate  sutierings 
would  be  amply  rewarded  by  the  power  under 
whose  banners  they  had  fought,  and  lui  wliicii 
their  sufiering^  had  been  incurred. 

At  tke  close  of  179^,  a  petty  ydt  harassing 
war  was  still  carried  on,  by  insurgent  slaves  and  de- 
mocratical  whites,  in  Sti  Lucia,  which  was  greittiy 
bvoored  by  the  uncnltivated,  impraeticable  and 
mountainous  nature  of  the  interior.  Ground  so 
fiHined  is  admirabiy  adapted  to  enable  an  adver- 
sary to  carry  on  a  contest  of  military  chicane  and 
protraction^  which^  while  it  confers  no  glory  on 
those  who  are  exposed  to,  it,  is  even  morefrliught 
Aan  regular  warfare  with  fatigue  and  with  peril. 
This  spark  required  nothing  more  than  a  slight 
btenth  to  fan  it  into  a  destructive  flame;  and 
ftat  breath  was  speedily  and  effectually  supplied. 

Such  was  the  internal  situation  of  the  recently 
coQqUered  colonies.  Not  only,  however,  in  these 
colonies,  but  likewise  in  soine  of  those  which 
had  long  been  under  the  British  government, 
were  there  numbers  of  persons  who  waited  solely 
for  the  favourable  moincut  to  give  vent  to  their 
hostile  feelings,  by  bursting  forth  into  open  re- 
volt In  Dominica^  some  of  the  old  Firebch 
planters  had  adopted  the  revt)lutionary  doctrines ; 
and  the  probable  consequences  of.  this,  in  case 
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CHAP,    of  an  invaiioa,  it  was  by  no  means  difficult  to 
calculate. 

But  it  was  not  in  this  quarter  that  danger 
was  the  most  to  be  apprehended.    It  was  far 
more  formidable  in  St.  Vincent's  and  in  Gre* 
•        nada.   In  the  former  of  these  islands  resided  a 

body  of  men,  who  considered  themselves  as  iiav- 
ing  been  wantonly  and  inexpiably  injured.;  and 
who  consequently  nourished  in  their  bosoms  that 
deep  and  permanent  spirit  of  resentment  which 
generally  distingpishes  the  savage  tribes. .  These 
were  the  black  Charaibes,  once  the  sole  posses- 
sors of  St.  Vincent,  by  right  of  conquest  from 
the  original  Charaibes.  Many  years  had  elapsed 
since  they  were  driven  by  our  arms  into  a  corner 
of  tlie  island,  which  district  was  secured  to  themj 
in  ITTSy  by  regular  treaty.  Stilly  they  could 
not  forbear  from  looking  upon  their  conquerors 
as  tyrannical  intruders,  and  longing  for  an  op- 
portunity to  recover  the  whole  of  their  ancient 
Lcrritory.  Their  fears,  too,  fur  the  safety  of 
what  was  left  them,  were  IrequeuUy  excited  by 
the  imprudent  and  dishonest  language  of  some  of 
the  colonists,  whose  insatiable  greediness,  when- 
ever they  cast  their  eyes  from  the  summit  of 
Mount  Young  upon  the  plains  beneath,  led 
them  openly  to  express  their  regret  that  such 
fipe  lands  should  still  be  allowed  to  remain 
under  the  control  of  the  savage  Charaibes. 
These  savages  were  not  so  ignorant  as  not  to 
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know  that  those  who  covet,  and  have  the  means 
of  obtaining  what  they  covet,  are  not  likely  to 
be  very  delicate  in  availing  tljcinselves  of  those 
means.  It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  they  should 
have  wished,  if  possible,  to  accomplish  the  ex- 
pulsion of  their  British  neighbours.  In  this 
wish,  though  from  less  defensible  motives,  they 
were  heartily  joined  by  many  of  the  planters, 
who  were  of  P  rench  extraction. 

Grenada  was  in  a  state  still  more  calculated 
than  that  of  St.  Vincenf  s  to  excite  disquietude, 
inasmuch  as  those  who  were  there  to  be  feared 
were  not  unenlightened  savages,  but  educated 
and  reiecting  men,  and  therefore  less  likely  to 
aim  a  blow  before  it  could  be  given  with  a  terri- 
ble effect*  This  colony  had,  for  a  long  period 
of  years,  been  split  into  two  parties,  each  of 
which  regarded  the  other  with  tiie  bitterest  ani- 
mosity. When,  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  the  island 
was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  an  option  was  ^ven 
to  the  inhabitants  either  to  remove  within  eighteen 
months,  or  to  remain  and  taice  the  oath  of  alle- 
glance.  A  great  majority  of  the  planters  adopted 
the  latter  part  of  the  alternative,  and  this  implied 
compliment  to  the  superiority  of  British  govern- 
ment was  soon  afterwards  rewarded  by  the  irrant 
of  several  honourable  privileges.  Among  other 
thii^  Roman  Catholics  were  declared  eligible 
to  the  assembly,  two  of  them  were  ordered  to  be 
admitted  intp  the  council,  and  some  of  them 
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CHAi».    were  iacluded  in  the  com  mission  ot  the  peace. 
V. 

y^Jm^  Theie  circumstances  excited  vioieat  di$pteasure 
ttiDong  the  British  purchasers  of  property.  They 
laboured,  but  in  vain,  to  deprive  their  fellow 
subjects  of  these  obnoxious  privileges ;  md  tbeir 
ill  success  tended  to  render  them  more  inveterate 
pga^ii^i  the  objects  of  their  aversion.  The  ad- 
mission of  Eomao  Catholics  into  the  House  of 
Assembly  gave,  in  pariacidary  such  Mtieme  dis- 
gust>  that  uiany  zealous  Protestants  refused  to 
coDtiDue  to  attend  on  their  legislative  duties* 

To  these  original  causes  of  complaint  other 
and  heavier  ones  were  subsequently  added.  That 
injustice  which  had  only  been  attempted  was 
at  length  consummated.  While  these  disputes 
were  carrying  on,  the  island  was  reduced  by  the 
French,  who  retained  it  for  five  years.  Ob  its 
being  restored  to  this  country,  the  governor,  who 
was  then  sent  out  from  England,  was  directed  to 
replace  the  inhabitants  in  the  same  situation  in 
which  they  stood,  previously  to  their  having  been 
coiupelled  to  submit  to  the  French  authority. 
No  Qbedieoee  wis  paid  to  these  iDstnictiotts ; 
and  their  very  existence  was,  fur  a  long  w  liile, 
l(^t  a  secret  Ti)ey  at  last  became  known, 
aQ4  as  it  was  impoarible  to  controvert  tbeir  au^* 
thenticity,  a  wretched  system  of  sophistry  and 
cavil  was  thep  re&ovted  to,  for  tiie  purpose  of 
-evading  ^hem*  The  adopted  subjeotSy  it  was 
said,  were  ^^s,  and,  as  such,  incapable  oi  trust. 
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That  they  were  aliens  was  endeavoured  to  be  cuap. 
proved,  by  gravely  arguing  that  they  were  bom 
under  the  doiiiinion  of  France,  and  that  no  man  ***** 
had  the  power  to  dives^t  himself  of  his  fealty  to 
his  natural  sovereign.    The  natives,  in  reply, 
contendcti  that,  supposing  the  print i|)le  itself  to 
be  just,  they  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
its  operation ;  as  they  had  been  absolved  from 
their  former  duties  by  the  express  and  voluntary 
act  of  the  sovereign  himself.    Indeed  such  rea<^ 
soning  as  was  employed  against  them,  did  not 
deserve  a  serious  answer.    It  might  have  been 
laoghed  at  as  ridiculouSj  had  it  not  been  used  as 
a  formidable  weapon  in  the  hands  of  injustice. 

But,  however  victorious  the  native  subjects 
might  be  in  argument,  force  was  on  the  side  of 
their  enemies.  The  result  was  the  complete  ex- 
tinction of  their  poUtical  rights.  That  noiiiing 
ihight  be  wanting  to  wound  their  feelings^  their 
civil  rights  were  next  treated  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  their  political  rights  had  been.  This  is  in 
the  natural  order  of  things;  political  and  civil  rights 
being  almost  necessarily  co-existent.  It  has  been 
asserted  in  print,  and  no  contradiction  has  ever 
tieen  ventured  upon,  that  their  churches  and  glebe 
lands  were  wrested  from  them,  in  spite  of  a  pos- 
session of  twenty  years  standing.  By  these  in- 
sdlts  and  injuries  all  mutual  intercourse  was 
broken ;  and  while  tiie  oppressors  were  exulting 
in  their  triumph,  the  oppressed  were  only  wait- 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORt  or  XH£ 


CHAP,  ing  for  a  fit  moment  to  take  an  ample  vengeaace. 
The  presence  of  a  republican  force,  falsely  pro^ 
fessing  to  bear  the  banner  of  liberty  and  equality, 
was  the  iriatcli  by  which  tiiis  collection  ot  com- 
bustible matter  was  at  leogttj  exploded. 

In  aid  of  these  means  of  oiFence,  which  it  is 
obvioiis  were  of  no  sli^^lit  account,  Victor 
Hugues,  at  the  commenceaient  of  the  year 
1795,  was  supplied  with  military  resources,  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  from  the  mother  coun- 
try. As  soon  as  the  French  government  was 
informed  of  his  successful  attempt  upon  Guada- 
loupe,  it  lost  no  time  in  sending  him  such  a  re- 
inforcement as  might  at  least  enable  him  to  carry 
devastation  among  the  British  colonies.  The 
squadron  equipped  for  this  service  consisted  of 
one  46  gun  frigate,  one  S6  gun  frigate,  three 
ships  of  SO  guns,  and  ten  armed  transports, 
fully  iaden  with  troops,  and  with  aii  iwinds  ot  mi- 
litary stores.  Notwithstanding  the  superior 
numbers  and  skill  of  our  naval  force,  this  squad- 
ron very  nearly  eluded  all  its  enemies.  It  had 
reached  the  island  of  Deseada  before  it  was 
perceived  by  any  of  the  English  cruisers.  For- 
tunately, it  was  there  fallen  in  with  by  the 
Bellona^  which  captured  the  Duras,  of  20  guns^ 
having  on  board  400  men,  and  a  large  quantity 
oi  cannon,  mortars,  shot,  siieiis,  and  intrenching 
tools.  Favoured,  however,  by  a  squall,  and  the 
darkness  of  the  aight,  the  rest  of  the  republican 
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vessels  succeeded  in  getting  safely  into  the  har- 
bour of  Point  k  Pitre. 

On  the  same  day,  (January  5th)  and  almost  at 
the  same  hour,  that  this  eveut  was  taking  place  on 
the  one  side  of  Guadaloupe^  an  action  of  a  more 
briUiant  nature  occurred  on  the  other  side  of  the 
island*  This  was  the  combat,  off  Mariegalante, 
between  the  Blanche,  of  3d  guns,  oommaoded  by 
the  gallant  Captain  Faulkner,  who  distinguished 
himself  at  Fort  Royal,  in  1794;,  and  tiie  La  Pique, 
a  republican  frigate,  mounting  38  guns,  with  se- 
veral brass  swivels  oo  her  gunwale.  The  contest 
was  continued  for  five  hours,  at  the  close  of  which 
tbe  enemy  surrendered,  having  lost  two  hundred 
men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  joy  ot  this  vic- 
tory was  damped  by  the  death  of  Captain  jb'aulk- 
ner,  who  was  shot  through  the  heart,  about  the 
middle  of  the  engagement,  while  he  was  a  second 
time  employed  in  iashiog  the  capstan  of  his  own 
vessel  to  the  bowsprit  of  his  antagonist's.  A 
Djonunient,  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  to  the  me- 
mory of  this  brave,  intelligent,  and  zealous  oihcer, 
was  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

As  Victor  Hugues  wab  slraiiiing  every  nerve 
to  obtain,  from  America  and  the  neutral  colonies, 
an  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  our  com- 
manders  in  the  West  Indies  thought  it  necessary 
to  declare  the  islands  of  Guadaloupe,  Deseada 
and  Mariegalante,  in  a  state  of  blockade.  This 
step  drew  from  Hugues  a  proclamation,  full  of 
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CHAP,  that  vulgar  and  brutal  insolence,  which  disgrace- 
full;  characterised  so  many  of  the  revolutionary 
*****  stftte  f)rtper8.  It  abused,  in  the  most  unmeasured 
language,  the  British  officers,  as  robbers  and 
pirates,  and  the  British  government  a^  sordid  and 
corrupt.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  declaration, 
fai  the  same  strain,  but  rather  more  violent, 
charing  the  British  general  with  having  murder- 
ed some  republican  soldiers,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  in  St.  Lucia.  Notice  was  given  that, 
after  the  publication  of  this  paper,  "  the  assas- 
"  sinaiiun  of  siu  li  and  every  republican,  of  what- 
^*  ever  colour  he  is,  and  in  whatever  island  it 

mny  happen,  shall  be  expiated  by  the  death  of 
"  two  Fni^lish  officers,  our  prisoners."  The 
drift  of  this  notice  could  not  possibly  be  mistaken. 
It  furnished  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  to  rise  in  arms  against  the  whites. 
That  the  influence  of  hope  in  this  quarter  might 
be  seconded  by  that  of  fear  in  another,  it  was 
added  that  "  any  Frenchman,  who  at  the  mo- 

ment  of  the  landing  of  an  army  of  the  Republic, 
"  commanded  by  one  of  ud,  or  by  any  of  our 
**  substitutes,  shall  not  join  against  the  common 
"  epemy,  shidl  be  outlawed,  and  his  property 

forfeited  to  the  Republic."  All  Frenchmen 
who  had  accepted  employment  under  the  English 
authority,  and  all  those  ^bo  emigrated  before 
the  capture  of  the  colonies,  or  who  assisted  in 
delivering  them  up,  were^  at  the  same  time, 
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declared  to  be  traUors  to  their  country,  and  sub-  chap. 
ject,  as  sucb»  to  the  ptmishiiiettt  of  douth.  These  ^^^^  ' 

audacious  and  saniiniriaiv  compositions  were 
sigjaed  by  Victor  Hugues,  and  by  his  colleagues, 
Goyraod  and  Le  Bas ;  and  a  flag  of  truce  was 
dispatched  to  conununicate  them  to  General 
Vaughan  and  Admiral  Caldwell.  A  transtatkm 
was  likewise  made  of  them  into  English,  for  the 
purpose  of  distiibulion  in  all  die  colonies. 

Possessed  of  both  the  power  and  the  wiii  to 
do  mischief,  Victor  Hugoes  hastened  to  com- 
mence his  operations.     His  euiissaries  were 
sent,  in  light  fast-sailipg  vessels,  to  all  quarters, 
and  were  as  active  as  he  himself  could  demre 
them  to  be>  in  fulfilling  their  deadly  mission. 
Axwfi  and  small  parties  of  troops  were  forwarded 
in  the  same  manner.    The  British  trade  was  also 
incessantly  and  greatly  annoyed,  by  swarms  of 
privateers  from  the  harbours  of  Guadeloupe. 
He  boasted  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months, 
little  short  of  a  hundred  sail  of  merchantmen  had 
been  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  cruisers  which 
he  employed.    Early  in  tlie  year,  a  further  ad- 
dition was  made  to  his  resources,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  St  £ustatia,  where  he  fouad  large  maga- 
zines of  naval  and  other  stores ;  an  acquisition 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  him,  as  the  capture 
of  the  Duras  had  deprived  him  of  a  considemUe 
part  of  those  which  were  dispatched  to  him  in 
thi^  convoy  from  France. 
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CHAP.  Though  hb  designs  against  the  islands  were 
^^3^  iimultaneously  carried  on,  yet  the  plan  which 
1^  was  first  ripened  appears  to  have  been  that 
against  St.  Lucia.  No  othcial,  and  scarcely  any 
other^  accounts  of  the  event  are  to  be  founds  but 
the  invasion  of  this  colony  appears  to  have  beat 
effected  about  the  middle  oi  February;  as  the 
declaration,  above-mjmtionedy  names  the  persons 
who  were  then  acting  under  the  republican  com- 
mission. Nor  can  the  strength  of  the  invading 
force  be  now  ascertained.  That  force  was  pro- 
bably few  in  number,  and  stolen  into  the  island 
in  small  bodies,  and  under  cover  of  the  night* 
Aided,  however,  by  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves, 
people  of  colour,  and  tiemocratical  whites,  it  was 
sufficient  to  wrest  from  us  the  whole  of  the  colo- 
ny,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  posts  of  the 
Carenatje  and  the  Morne  Fortune. 

Afiairs  remained  in  this  situation  till  about 
the  middle  of  April,  when  Brigadier-^eral 
Stewart  resumed  active  operations,  in  the  hope 
of  recovering  the  lost  ground.  The  enemy  were 
twice  defeated,  compelled  to  retire  from  Vieux 
Fort,  and  to  fall  back  upon  Souflfriere,  which 
was  tlieir  chief  hold.  These  successes  somewhat 
raised  the  spirits  of  the  assailants,  and  were 
hailed  as  an  otneu  of  still  further  good  fortune. 
Resolved  to  follow  up  his  blow.  General  Stewart 
advanced  against  Souffirim.  Undismayed,  how- 
ever, by  their  recent  defeats,  the  republicans  had 
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collected  together  a  very  formidable  force,  for  the  chap. 
defence  of  tlieir  main  position.  Tiiey  koewi 
indeed,  that  on  the  retention  of  it  almost  every 
thing  depended.  On  his  march,  the  British 
general  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  division 
which  had  been  placed  in  ambush,  and  it  was 
not  till  after  a  severe  struggle  lhal  the  enemy 
were  driven  back.  On  the  SSd  of  April,  the 
troops  reached  the  netghboorfaood  of  Souffhere, 
and  were  led  to  the  assault.  1  he  cuiue^i  con- 
tinued warmly  for  seven  hours;  and,  though 
every  exertion  was  made  by  the  assailants,  they 
were  finally  compelled  to  retreat  to  Vieux  Fort, 
with  a  loss,  in  the  two  engagements,  of  nearly 
two  hundred  men. 

This  repulse  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  doing 
more,  for  the  present,  than  barely  retaining  a 
footing  in  the  island,  by  means  of  the  posts 
which  were  yet  in  our  possession.  The  natural 
strength  of  Morne  Fortune  justihed  the  expec- 
tatiop  that  the  British  might  make  a  stand  lliere 
till  reinforceiiients  couid  arrive. 

Two  months  passed  away  without  the  occur* 
rence  of  any  event  worthy  of  notice.  Sickness, 
in  the  mean  titiie,  was  making  great  ravages 
among  the  British,  one  half  of  whose  force  was 
generally  unfit  for  service.  Desertion,  too,  is 
said  to  iiave  assisted  in  thinning  the  ranks.  The 
enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  were  daily  gaining 
fresh  accessions  of  strength.   To  the  clioaate 
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CHAP,  they  were  habituated  ;  and,  besides,  disease  is  less 
^  ^  hlal  to  the  active  and  victorious,  than  to  the 
ioert  and  defeated.  From  Guadaloupe,  arms  and 
other  supplies  were  frequently  transmitted ;  and, 
though  some  of  the  vessels  fell  into  the  hands  of 
our  cruisers,  many  more  of  them  reached  their 
destination  in  safety. 

The  republicans  now  began  to  act  decisively. 
They  first  reduced  Pigeon  island,  and  several  other 
posts;  and,  on  the  seventeenth  of  June^  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  Vigie.  By  this  means 
they  interrupted  the  comnniunication  with  the 
Carenage,  and  held,  as  it  were,  the  keys  of  Morne 
Fortune,  upon  which  they  now  prepared  for  a 
desperate  assault.  As,  in  the  weak  conditio;^  of 
the  garrison,  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to 
hazard  the  consequences  of  the  meditated  attack, 
the  general  detenu Ined  to  withdraw  his  troops. 
This  determination  was  hastily  earned  into  effect, 
on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth.  The  firitish, 
leaving  behind  them  some  women  and  children, 
and  a  quantity  of  stores,  withdrew  undisturbed 
to  the  ships ;  and  thns  the  whole  of  St.  Lucia 
reverted  to  the  repubhcan  coiUiul.  It  is  but 
justice  to  the  enemy  to  state,  that  the  women 
and  children  were,  without  delay,  allowed  to  pass 
over  to  Martinicu,  in  a  flag  of  truce. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  in  St. 
LuGia,theworkof  desolatbnwas  proceeding  in  the 
other  British  islands.  In  St.  Vincent's,  the  aftkirs 
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of  which  colony  we  shall  take  next  in  the  order 
aamtioo,  the  expected  allies  of  Vielor  Uugj^et 
nilly  performed  the  task  which  had  been  assigned 
to  them.  Under  the  command  of  a  Charaibe 
chief  named  Chatoye,  the  Charaibes^  and  the  de- 
mocratiea)  French  planters,  oommenced  iStmr 
revolt,  in  the  beginning  of  March*  One  of  the 
ijeat  acts  of  Chatoye  waa  to  issue  a  proclamation, 
denooncing  vengeance  upon  such  Frenchmen  as 
did  not  join  his  standard  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  "  We  do  swear,"  said  he»  *^  that  both  five 
and  sword  shall  be  employed  against  them, 
that  we  are  going  to  hum  their  estates,  and 
*^  that  we  will  murder  tb^r  wives  and  children, 
**  in  order  to  annihilate  their  race."  The  deeds 
of  these  savagies  were  in  strict  unison  with  their 
languageL   At  the  very  outset  of  their  careor, 

they  indulged  themselves  in  ihe  commission  of 
the  most  dreadful  enormities.  The  windward 
pianlations  west  set  in  flames,  the  unarmed 
slaves  and  defenceless  women  and  children  were 
slaughtered,  and,  to  crown  the  whgk,  several 
EngMrii  prisoners^  who  had  been  taken  at  Cha- 
teau Bellair,  were  ma&sacred  in  cold  hlood,  upon 
Dorsetshire  hill,  four  days  subsequendy  to  their 
capture.  Had  the  iesurgents  been  joined  by  the 
negroes,  all  would,  doubtless,  have  heen  lost. 
But  it  ^tunately  happened,  that  between  the 
staves  and  the  Oiaraibes  there 'existed -a  deadly 
aniniosityj  which  prevented  any  junclim;  the 
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CfUP.  former  considering  the  ]atter  as  their  enemies, 
w       because  they  were  their  rivals  in  the  sale  of  the 

^^^^  produce  of  their  gardens.  This  alone  was  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  slaves  the  firm  auxiliaries  of 
their  masters. 

In  a  few  days  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
revolt,  Governor  Seaton  issued  a  proclamation, 
declaring  the  revolters  to  be  rebels;  ofiering, 
however,  an  amnesty  to  such  as  should  surrender 
within  a  short  period,  but  threatening  with  the 
severest  penalties  of  the  law  all  who  should  per- 
sist in  thrir  treasonable  career. 

Victor  Hugues,  meanwhile,  had  not  been 
idle.  Assoon«she  knewthat  theCharaibeshad 
commenced  their  operations,  he  dispatched  to 
them  a  small  quantity  of  provisions,  arms,  and 
ammunition ;  and  at  the  same  time  notified  that 
further  succour  was  preparing,  and  that  two 
officers  had  been  appointed  to  take  the  command 
of  the  French  traitors  and  soldiers  in  St.  Vin- 
cent's. In  his  wonted  style,  he  reminded  them 
that  the  French  had  always  been  their  friends, 
and  the  supporters  of  their  liberty,  and  he  stre- 
nuously exhorted  them  to  combine  closely  with 
the  republicans,  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  ex- 
terminating all  the  En^sh  inhabitants. 

It  was  on  the  10th  of  March  that  the  insur- 
rection broke  out  •  A  parly  of  the  militia  im- 
mediately mafehed  against  the  enemy,  but  it 
was  repulsed  with  some  loss.    Flushed  with 
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their  success,  the  Charaibs  advanced,  and,  on  chap. 
the  Idtb,  look  post  upon  Dorsetshire  Hill*  which 
ofeilooks  and  comtnaDds  the  town  of  KingttoD. 
The  inhabitants  had,  on  that  day,  forlunateiy 
received  a  supply  of  arms  and  aniiDiiiiitum.  • 
Governor  Seatoo  determined,  there6ire,  todisp-  > 
lodge  the  rebels  from  their  menacing  position. 
The  attack  was  made  at  midnighty  by  a  detacb- 
ment  of  militia,  vokinleers,  and  negi  or  ,  with  a 
few  regular  troops  and  sailors,  led  by  Captain 
Campbdl      the  46tfa  regimeot,  and  Captain 
Skinner,  of  the  Zebra.    It  succeeded  fully;  the 
Charaibs  being  driven  from  the  hill,  with  the 
loss  of  their  chief  and  about  fifty  men.  The  chief 

who  fell  wLis  Cluitoyc,  and  his  death  wound  was 
giv^  to  him  by  the  bayonet  of  Major  Ldth. 

Nearly  a  mondi  elapsed  during  which  the 
Charaibs  continued  without  restraint  their  devas- 
tations and  barlMurities ;  the  British  £orce  being 
too  weak  to  attempt  any  thing  against  them. 
Though  driven  from  Dorsetshire  Hill,  they  still 
kept  their  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston* 
At  length,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  transports  came 
into  the  harbour  with  the  46th  regiment.  It  was 
now  resolved  to  establish  a  post  at  Calhaqua,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  landing  of  succours  from  the 
grand  arsenal  of  mischief  in  Guadaloupe.  As  a 
piefioQS  measopSy  a  plan  of  attack  on  the  rebels 
was  formed,  by  which,  if  carried  into  full  execu- 
tion, it  was  hoped  that  their  retreat  might  be  cut 
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CHAP,    ofl',  and  thus  a  decisive  blow  be  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  war.    The  troops  accordingly  mardwd, 
on  the  night  of  the  lOA  of  April,  ki  mwmi  co- 
lumns, against  tlie  Charaib  camp.    But,  as  too 
often  happens  in  nocturnal  enterprises  hy  insu- 
lated bodies,  the  whole  of  them  did  not  reach  At 
the  same  time  the  points  to  which  they  were 
directed*   Some  of  the  cdumns  were  too  late, 
mod  by  this  means  the  design  of  hemming  in  die 
enemy  was  unfortunately  frustrated.    The  co- 
lumns, however^  which  did  arri?e  at  their  desU- 
nation,  performed  their  share  of  the  service  widi 
spirit  and  effect    The  Charaibs  and  republicans, 
After  having  made  a  vigorous  reaitance,  were 
scattered  in  all  directions  by  the  bayonet,  and 
numbers  of  them  were  slain.    As  soon  as  the 
troops  had  refireshed  themselves,  and  recovered 
6<miewhat  from  thm  fatigue,  a  part  of  them 
proceeded  to  Caliiaqua,  and  took  post  in  the 
bansack  gnmnd  cl  thiU  (daix.   In  tUs  contest 
the  loss  which  the  British  had  most  to  lament 
was  that  of  three  young  volunteers.  Messieurs 
.Taylor,  Hepburn,  and  M^Broom,  who  gready 
distinguished  iheinselves  on  this  occasion  by  their 
zeal  and  courage. 

A  victory  over  the  reliels  was,  however,  like 
cutting  off  a  single  head  of  the  l^bled  hydra. 
Nothing  more  was  gained  by  it  than  a  momen- 
tuf  respite*  The  victors,  weakened  even  by 
tlieir  triumph,  were  not  strong  enough  to  follow 
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up  their  blow^  and  thus  to  prevent  their  discoiu-  cuap. 
ted  adirefattries  firoin  acquiring  fresh  vigour.  «^>v^ 
f  ffom  Gaadaloope,  and  from  the  nearer  isle  of 
St*  Lucia,  reinforcements  were  perpetually  arriv- 
iiig»  to  swdi  thanmkii  and  to  raise  the  spirits,  of 
Ifae  reiolters. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  the  enemy,  seven  or 
eq^t  buDdred  in  number,  appeared  on  tiie  heigbts 
above  Calliaqua,  and  twice,  in  the  most  insulting 
terms,  summoned  the  commandant,  Captain 
Moiesworthy  to  surrender  at  discretion.  Tbeir 
sunimons,  however,  was  treated  with  contempt. 
The  AUuriD  frigate  having  instantly  been  sent 
round,  to  the  aid  of  Captain  Molesworth,  they 

abandoned  this  enterprise,  and  turned  tiieir 
thoughts  to  the  reduction  of  Kingston*  Gover- 
nor Seatoo  had  ibreseen  that  this  would  be  their 
object;  and  had,  in  consequence,  taken  the 
preoautioB  of  sending  a  party  of  I£0  men,  with  a 
fidd-^piece,  to  secure  the  important  post  of  Dor- 
setshire Hill.  About  one  in  the  morning,  this 
small  corps  was  furiously  attacked  by  neariy 
dirioe  its  strength  of  Frenoh  and  Charaibes,  who 
advanced  to  the  assault  with  the  most  horrible 
shouts  and  yeUs.  For  a  long  while  the  Brittsli 
eesisled  with  the  utmost  bravery;  but,  tlieiram- 
muoitioa  being  at  length  expended,  they  were 
VMler  the  necessity  of  retreating  to  Sion  HUl, 
leaving  behind  them  the  ficid-^pieoe,  imperfectly 
spiked. 

C2 


Digitized  by  Google 


20  HISTUHY  OF  THB 

CHAP.  Weil  aware  iliat  to  allow  the  enemy  to  re- 

tain  the  hili  was  to  give  up  Kiogston  to  certidii 
destruction,  (the  town^  as  the  reader  has  al- 
ready been  told,  being  entirely  overiouked  from 
that  eminence,)  the  governor  deemed  it  iadift> 
pensahle  to  exert  himself  for  its  recovery,  with- 
out the  delay  of  a  moment.  Sixty  men  of  the 
46th  regimait,  a  hundred  rangers,  and  forty 
militia,  the  whole  headed  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Seaton,  were  hastily  got  together,  began  their 
march  before  the  dawn^  and  reached  the  outposts 
of  the  enemy  just  at  the  breaking  of  day.  The 
republicans,  meanwlnle,  had  not  been  dehcient 
in  activity.  They  had  been  joined  by  a  hundred 
additional  men,  and  had  contrived  to  render  the 
field'-piece  once  more  serviceable.  A  heavy  fire 
of  g^apefrom  it  unexpectedly  annoyed  the  British 
in  their  approach  to  the  sammit  of  the  hill. 
Nevertheless,  in  spite  oi  this  g^ing  hre^  and  of 
a  determined  resistance,  the  assailants  steadily 
a^nded  the  hill ;  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
the  repubhcans  were  flying  in  ail  directions. 
The  routed  enemy  was  soppoised  to  have  lost 
nearly  a  hundred  men  in  this  sharp  encounter. 

This  advantage,  however,  availed  no  further 
thiin  to  free  the  immediate  oeighbourhood  of 
Kingston  from  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  They 
still  kept  the  field,  and  held,  at  no  great  distance, 
the  important  post  «f  the  Vigie.  This  post  was 
situated  on  a  ridge,  forming  the  south-west  iside 
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of  the  valky  of  Marriaqua,  and  consisted  of  chap. 
three  email  eminences,  of  different  heights ;  that 

nearest  to  the  sea,  though  the  lowest,  being  the 
most  ^tensive  of  them  all,  and  that  to  the  forti- 
fying of  wbieh  they  had  paid  the  most  attention. 
They  had,  indeed,  taken  considerable  pains  with 
the  whole  of  the  position^  and  were  daily  in* 
creasing  its  strength. 

In  order  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  state  and 
military  wants  of  the  coldly^  the  commander4n* 
diie^  Sir  John  Vaugban,  came  over  from  Mar* 
tinico  to  St.  Viucent's,  shortly  after  the  last  de- 
feat of  the  revolters  at  Dorsetshire  Hill.  Imme^ 
diately  on  Ins  return  to  Martinico,  he  dispatched 
to  Kingston  a  reiniorcemeat  of  artillery,  with  a 
qmmtity  of  military  stores,  and  ha  MIowed  np 
tiiis  measure  by  sending  a  hundred  rangers,  and 
the  third  battalion  of  the  60th  regiment,  which 
had  origpoally  been  destined  for  another  service. 
This  welcome  aid  arrived  in  the  beginning  of 
June. 

Thus  xeinfarced,  Ijeutenant^colonel  Leigh- 
ton,  who  now  headed  the  force  at  St.  Vincent's, 
wisely  determined  to  make  a  prompt  and  vigor- 
ous effort  to  crush  the  enemy,  or  at  least  to  drive 
them  to  their  ouq  quarter  of  the  island,  and 
Gonhne  them  there*  The  Vigie  was,  of  course 
the  first  object  of  attadc.  For  the  purpose  of 
reducing  this  post,  the  troops,  consisting  of  a 
part  of  the  46th  and  60th  reg^nent8^  the  rangers, 
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CHAP,    a  tietcichment  of  the  militia,  and  some  seamea 

V. 

^  ^  from  the  sbips^  with  four  six-pouaders  and  two 
mortars,  were  f>ut  in  motion^  on  the  night  of  the 
iSili  of  June,  in  Lhrcc  culurnns.  On  reaching 
Caiiier  liidge,  Ujo  latter  coluom  was  divkied 
into  small  bodies,  and  ordered  to  seenre  ecr* 
lain  pabt^es,  for  the  put  pose  of  iotercepting  the 
enemy  in  case  of  their  flight. 

Just  before  break  of  day,  Lieolenaiit-celonel 
Ritchie  with  the  column  under  his  orders  com^ 
nienced  his  assault  on  the  upjler-pOBty  whieh 
was  carried  without  much  dtftealty.  The  troepi 
then  pushed  on  against  the  second  eminence, 
and  were  equally  sQCcessful*  Reoomingy  bow* 
ever,  from  their  panic,  on  perceiTing  only  one 
division,  the  enemy  now  sallied  forth  from  their 
main  bold:  but  at  this  momeiit  the  socood 
calumn  came  up,  under  lieulauint-colonel 
X^ighton,  upon  seeing  which  they  precipitately 
i^tired  within  the  shelter  of  their  works.  The 
same  was  also  done  by  a  tiody  of  them,  which 
h^d  iqtended  to  fail  upon  Lieuteuanu-colonel 
Preyosty  at  Calder  Bidge; 

The  grenadiers  had,  in  the  meanwhile, 
climbed  through  the  bushes  upon  iios&s  Ridge, 
and  being  now  met  by  the  light  company,  whaeh 
hjftd  kept  along  the  road,  tlie  whole  oi  the  British 
Advanced  against  the  thiid  and  strongest  emi* 
nenee,  where  ibt  enemy  bid  nNied,  to  make 
their  final  stand.    At  the  upper  end  of  the  road 
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a  deep  trmdi  had  been  cut ;  but  this  obstacle 
did  not  long  delay  the  progress  of  the  artiUerj* 
By  the  fltrcnuoui  exertioDft  of  the  sailors  and  ar-* 

tillcry-men,  the  guns  and  moi  tars  \vere  lifted  up 
a  baok  eight  or  ten  feet  in  height,  and  their  lire 
was  dien  opened  with  vigour  and  destmctive 
effect. 

For  a  while  the  enemy  returned  the  British 
firo^witheqaal  spirit  About  ei^t  o*clock>  bow* 
ever,  they  beat  a  parley,  and  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  to  propose  terms,  which  were  refused  as 
bring  wholly  inadmissible.  The  troops  now 
pressed  onward  to  the  assault,  and  in  a  short 
time  made  themseUes  masters  of  the  works, 
which  were  defended  chiefly  by  the  republicans 
from  Guadaloupe,  the  Charaibes  hayiog  reUred 
al  an  early  period  of  the  morning*  By  this 
timely  retreat  the  wily  Charaibes  fiiietrated  the 
scheme  which  had  been  ibrmed  for  cutting  tlieni 
off  from  the  windward  quartar  <tf  the  ishmd. 
Sncty  men  of  the  garrison  were  taken  prisoners, 
with  their  commander,  M.  Soulhat,  who  was 
severely  woanded.  Not  less  than  two  hondmi 
and  My  of  th^  enemy  are  said  to  ha?e  ftllen  in 
this  contest.  The  Uk^s  of  the  jBritish,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was  neariy  one  ibbrth  of  that 
number.  Captain  Piguet,  of  die  60th  regiment, 
was  the  only  officer  who  was  slain.  In  the  fort 
were  dme  kmr  pounders  and  sixteen  or  seven* 
lecn  swivels ;  the  ammunition  for  which  wa^  not 
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CHAP,    composed  of  shot,  but  of  the  most  villainous 

V  •  I 

^  ^  combinatioQ  of  missiles  that  could  be  employed 
in  warfare:  it  consisted  of  milUwedges^  coopers' 
rivets,  cart-wheel  nails,  long  stripes  of  IclkI  tied 
into  bundles,  and  other  means  of  annoyance  oi  a 
similar  kind. 

At  the  close  of  the  action  parlies  were  sent 
out,  to  scour  the  valley  of  Marriaqua,  and  de- 
stroy the  dwellings  of  the  Chandbes.  This!' 
service  they  elFectually  accomplished  before 
night-fall ;  having  killed  and  taken  prisoners 
many  of  the  fugitives,  lind  driven  the  remainder 
into  Massirica,  without  having  encountered  any 
resistance,  except  on  one  point,  where  a  trifling 
loss  was  sustained. 

Having  provided  for  the  security  of  the  Vigje,- 
Lieoteoantrcokxiel  Leaghtoo,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  marched  with  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
by  several  routes,  towards  the  Charaibe  district* 
So  litde  opposition  was  made  to  their  march, 
theenemy  constantly  falling  back  from  ridge  to 
ridge,  that,  on  tiiu  afternoon  ot  the  I6di,  they 
teached  Mount  Youiig,  from  which  the  Cfaft> 
raibes  fled  with  such  precipitation  that  they  left 
standing  their  houses,  in  ail  of  which  consider- 
able quantities  of  com  were  found.   Tim  care- 
lessness of  the  enemy  was  a  fortunate 
stance  for  their  adversaries,  to  whom  it  gave 
those  >  means  of  sheUer  wlmsh,  in  the  West 
Indies,  are  so  particularly  needful  to  prevent 
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the  ravages  of  disease.  It  was  also  no  loss  for- 
tunate that,  dis|urited  by  their  recent  discoui- 
fiture,  the  enemy  had  not,  during  the  progi^ss 
of  the  British,  availed  themselves  of  the  natural 
advantages  of  the  ground,  to  keep  up  a  harass 
ing  warfare,  which  would  certainly  have  weak- 
ened and  embarrassed  their  opponents.  Had' 
they  disputed  the  hills  and  passes,  there  can  be . 
no  douht  that  oar  army  would  hav^  suffered 
greatly,  as  seven  men  expired  on  the  march, 
from  figUigue  alone. 

As  soon  as  Mount  Young  was  in  our  pos- 
session, the  troops  were  busily  employed  in 
spreading  devastation  through  the  Cbaraibe  dis- 
trict  In  Grand  Sable,  and  other  parts  of  the 

country^  many  houses  were  burnt,  and  more 
than  two  hundred  pe4UaMgres  and  canoes,  some 
of  them  of  a  large  size^  aie  said  to  have  been 

demolished.  Several  hundred  negroes  were  also 
sent  out,  undei*  the  protection  of  military  de- 
tachments, to  dig  up  and  destroy  the  piovisioiis 
of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  it  was  judged 
advisable  to  occupy,  at  the  north  aKtremilty  el 
the  island,  the  post  of  Owia,  on  a  bay  of  that 
name,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  cepubh cans 
on  that  side.  The  boatSi  whiob  oairiM  die' 
troops^  wer^  at  first  driven  baok  by  a  heavy 
fire,  but  under  cover  oi  a  cannonade  iruin  the 
Xbpia  sloopi  th^  nian  wefe^at  leagthlanded^and 
the  pgst  was  established.   It  was^  however,  ei&- 
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CHAP,    posed  to  frequent  attacks  from  the  enemy,  who 
'^^^^   still  kept  their  ground  among  the  fastnesses  of 
its  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  tide  of  success,  which  had  hitherto 
flowed  in  our  favour^  now  began  to  run,  witli  ' 
stiil  greater  rapidity,  in  an  opposite  direction. 
The  British,  indeed,  on  the  7th  of  August,  drove 
the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  from  a  camp 
which  they  occa|ried  on  Morne  Ronde.  This, 
however,  was  their  last  fortunate  eutcrpiize,  and 
it  was  heavily  counterbalanced  by  a  blow  which 
diey  soon  after  received  in  die  northern  part  of 
&e  island,  where  a  detachment  from  St.  Lucia 
swprified  .lhepost  of  Owia,  Icilled  about  eighty 
of  the  garrifon,  and  compelled  the  remainder  to 
take  refuge  in  some  small  vessels,  leaving  behind 
tfaam  thcnr  cannon,  andjarge  qaanttties  of  pro* 
vliions  and  stores. 

Every  day's  experience  rendered  more  appa- 
mt  the  fotal  consequences  arising  from  our 
alMndonment  of  St.  Lucia.  The  proximity  of 
that  island  enai^led  the  republicans  unceasingly 
to  pour  in  new  ranforaements  to  their  firiends  in 
St  Vincent's ;  and  of  this  advantage  they  were 
by  no  means  negligent  in  availing  themselves. 
Their  li^t  craft  genandly  succeeded  in  eluding 
our  cruizers,  and  landing  their  destructive  freight 
on  some  point  of  the  northern  coast. 

Steidated  by  the  prospetous  issde  whtch,  in 
two  instance^^  his  labours  had  found,  Victor 
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Hugues  molved  to  make  a  bold  push  to  achieve 
a  third  conqueit*  A  desceot  upon  Martinico 
wa4  at  fiiBt  his  real  or  osleiisible  project  It  b 
probable,  however,  that  the  rumour  of  an  imme- 
diate attack  upon  that  island  was  only  spread  by 
him,  in  order  to  deter  the  Britiah  gBoeral  from 
dispatching  succours  to  the  neighbouring  cuio- 
nies.  Be  that  it  may,  it  is  certain  that,  be- 
fore the  middie  <tf  September^  be  landed  id  St. 
Lucia  with  a  military  force,  which  was  said  tu 
consist  oi  about  800  men. 

The  republiGen  chief  did  not  long  leeTe  fab 
enemies  in  doubt  as  to  what  were  his  intentions. 
Ha?iiig  proinptly  made  atl  the  erraogeineatB  ior\ 
fab  eiiterprbe»  be  emherbed  five  bwidred  men 
io  four  vessels^  and  sent  them  over  to  St»yi»» 
ceBt'a.  Thb  equedraD  reeduMl  Owia  Beyoa 
the  morning  of  the  I8lh  of  Sepleinbei\  -«B4  the- 
re|ivbh<saQS  e&cted  their  laodiog  without  diffi* 
cvlty ;  the  cruiaers  by  irlueh  they  inera  peMmd' 
not  being  strong  enough  to  cope  whh'tliein»  ml> 
the  Thorn  and  Experiment,  ships  of  war  on  that 
stetioii,  bevieg  unfertwiielely  been  drifted  fiur  toi 
leeward  by  the  force  of  the  current.  Tfab  addi- 
tional weight  turned  the  scale  so  comptetrJy  on 
ikp  ^  ol  the  eneeiy,  lhafc  it  becaw  inpoieiUe 
ier  the  British  to  retain  those  positions  to  which 
tbqr,  had.veoently  %dvuMed«  Osders  were,  there* 

abandon  Mount  Young  without  delay,  and 
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CHAP,  retire  to  the  vicinity  of  Kingston.  They  were 
carried  into  execuUon  on  the  night  of  the  18th* 
Having  destroyed  their  magazines,  and  left  their 
lights  as  usual  burning  in  their  huts  to  deceive  the 
enemy,  tlie  troops  were  silently  put  in  motion, 
and  reached  Calliaqua  unmolested,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  next  day,  where  they  halted  for  a  few 
hours,  and  were  then  distributed  among  the 
post»  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  retreating  British  were  speedily  followed 
by  the  Charaibes  and  republicans,  who  <lrove  off 
the  cattle  from  several  estates,  and  fifially  took 
up  a  position  on  Fairbairn*s  Ridge,  by  which  the 
coinmuiucation  was  cut  off  between  Kingston 
and  the  Vigie.  The  latter  post  being  scantily 
furnished  with  provisions,  Lieutenaut-colonei 
Bitcfaie,  with  three  hundred  regulars  and  rangers, 
was  detached  to  escort  the  necessary  supplies. 
His  divisidn  had  nearly  reached  its  destination 
wliaibit  full  in  with  the  enemy ;  a  sharp  action 
ensued ;  victory  was  on  the  eve  of  declarins;  for 
.the  ikitish,  when,  struck  by  an  unaccountable 
panus,  they -suddenly  g^ve  w^f,-  and  fled  in  ail 
directions,  hotly  pursued  by  that  foe  whom  but 
a  moment  before  they  had  almost  routed.  Nei- 
ther the  tbrealB  nor  ioti^aties  of  their  leaders 
could  arrest  their  flight.  About  thirty,  several 
of  them>  o&cers,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Lieu- 
tenapt^sotanel  Rilohie,  4hHMi^  diemselves  into  a 
mill,  and  anioug  the  nuns  of  some  buildii^s, 
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where  they  gallantly  defetuied  themselves  against 
seyieraL  desperate  assaults  till  night,  when  their 
assailants  retired,  having  suffered  severely  in 
their  repeated  attempts  upon  this  contemptible 
post  Lieutenant-colonel  Ritchie^  whose  cool- 
ness had  been  cons|iieuous  during  this  nSnr,  was 
the  only  person  of  this  gallant  little  band  who 
was  wounded,  and  his  wound  was  a  mortal  one. 
Of  the  remainder  of  the  scattered  division,  a  part 
took  shelter  under  the  guns  ot  Fort  Duvernette, 
and  a  part  escaped  among  the  rocks,  whence 
they  were  conveyed  to  Kington  by  boats,  the 
road  by  land  being  now  closed  against  them. 
Our  loss  was  about  sixty  men;  the  provisions 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  and  a  number 
oi  the  mules  were  killed. 

The  news  of  this  terrible  dtMster  spread  dis- 
may through  Kingston.  It  was  at  first  feared 
that  the  whole  of  Ritchie's  corps  was  destroyed, 
and  that,  wisely  availing  themselves  of  die  weak- 
ened and  disheartened  stale  of  the  i!;an  ison,  the 
victorious  enemy  would  pursue  their  success,  by 
an  instint  atlick  upon  the  whole  of  the  British 
posts.  It  seems,  indeed,  wonderful  that  they 
did  not  adopt  a  measure  so  obviously  recom*- 
mended  by  the  fevourable  circumstances  of  ^ 
moment.  As  the  missing  troops  came  in  these 
£sars,  however,  subsided.  It  was,  nevertheless, 
resolved  to  concentrate  the  forees  as  mochas  pos- 
sible, and,  for  this  purpose,  to  abandon  all  the 
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CHAP  distant  positions.  Of  these  the  Vigie  was  the 
1^'^  nearest  and  the  moBt  in  fktnger.  By  difierent 
^^^^  routes,  two  negroes  were  dispatched,  bearing  to 
the  commander  there  instructions  to  bring  off 
bis  party.  One  of  them  succeeded  in  executkig 
fan  commission.  To  fiusilitate  the  retreat  from 
the  Vigie,  Brigadier-General  Myers  marched 
with  a  division  from  Dorsetshire  UiU^  'and 
posted  himself  opposite  to  the  ^lemy.  This 
movement  had  the  desired  effect.  It  induced 
the  republioansy  in  expectation  of  an  attack,  to 
call  in  a!!  the  detachments  which  invested  the 
Vigie,  and  it  thus  gave  to  Captain  Cope^  who 
amunanded  there,  an  opportunity  of  accom- 
plirimig  an  umnol«ited  retreat.  In  another 
quarter,  Morne  Ronde  was  also  evacuated  by 
Captain  Moteaworth,  and  the  garrison  was 
brought  round  in  two  armed  vessds^  At  the 
same  time  ou'e  was  taken  to  strengthen  the  de- 
ftottble  posts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  KingstxHi. 

While  the  colonists  were  suflering  under 
these  misfortunes  and  alarms,  they  received  the 
wdcome  inteiKgepco  that  four  regimentf  had  ar» 
rived  at  Martinico,  and  that  vessels,  containing 
a  part  ot  these  reinforcements,  were  then  getting 
under  weigh  ibr  St.  Vincent's.   On  the  4Mi  «f 

September,  ihe  people  of  Kingston  had  thegrati- 
.fieatioD  to  .behold  the  succours  approaching  to- 
ward their  hailwiirw  M  the  snell  csaft  in  fk» 

bay  were  eagerly  put  in  requisition,  to  land  a 
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part  of  the  troops  that  night;  and,  on  the  fcl-  C^F. 
lowing  niorning,  the  remainder  were  put  on  v^^vw 
shore.    They  consisted  of  the  40th,  54th  and  ^'^^ 
59th  regiments,  which  had  recently  been  en- 
gaged in  the  cootiuental  campaigns.  The  Scipio 
man  of  war,  which  convoyed  them,  brought  over 
Major-general  Irving,  from  Martiuico,  to  assume 
the  foinnHindi 

The  first  effisct  produced  by  the  arrival  of 
this  succour  was  the  retiring  of  the  enemy  from 
their  advanced  position,  on  Fairbaim's  Ridge^  to 
the  post  of  the  Vigie,  where  they  nomr  collected 
the  whole  of  their  strength.    From  this  post 
Miyor-generai  Irving,  as  a  preliminary  step  So 
hb  fiiture  operations,  determined  immediately  to 
dislodge  them.    AGCordingly,  on  the  niglit  of 
the  1st  of  October,  the  troops  were  put  in  mo- 
tion for  that  purpose.   The  fint  column,  con- 
sisting of  750  men,  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stnstt,  was  ofdeved  to  mareh  fay  the  hig|i  road 
and  fake  post  upon  CaMer  Eidgi^  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Vigie.    It  reached  its  gi'ound  about 
three  in  the  morning.    The  second  colmmi^ 
which  was  the  principal,  was  composed  of  900 
men,  and  the  artillery,  and  was  led  by  Generals 
Irviiq^  and  Myers.    After  having  passed  the 
river  Warriwarow,  it  sent  off  a  detachment,  with 
tflio  pieces  of  cannon,  to  proceed  round  by  Callia- 
qua;  but,  so  impraiiliGaMe  wwe  tha  nnsds,  that 
the  guns  were  obliged  to  return  to  Sion  Hill* 
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Another  detachment,  of  eight  companies,  en- 
trusted to  Captain  Boland,  was  directed  to  move 
up  the  valley^  and  then  mount  die  heights^  near 
Joseph  Dubuc's.  To  gain  the  point  to  which  this 
force  was  directed,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  a 
deep  rivulet,  and  ascend  a  steep  hill,  covered 
with  bushes  and  wood.  In  doin^  this,  it  suffered 
a  heavy  loss,  botli  of  oihceis  and  men,  from  the 
enemy,  who  fired  upon  it,  almost  in  security, 
under  shelter  of  the  bushes.  As  the  British, 
however,  stiil  continued  to  press  onward,  the  re- 
publicans withdrew,  and  the  assailants  at  length 
arrived  uu  the  top  of  the  Munidqud  or  Vigie 
Ridg^. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  59th  regiment,  and 

the  artillery,  ioi  luinp;  the  rest  ot  the  second  co- 
lumn, were  also  struggling  to  reach  the  summit 
of  the  same  ridge :  but  this  they  fiiiled  to  ac- 
couiplish.  The  ground  was  steep,  the  enemy 
had  strongly  occupied  a  thick  wood  near  the  top 
of  the  hill,  and  had  thrown  up  a  small  work; 
added  to  which,  the  rain  had  fallen  so  heavily  at 
day  break,  that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a 
footing  on  the  abrupt  and  slippery  declivity.  In 
this  quarter,  too  the  republicans  had  united  tbe 
migor  part  of  their  force.  While  the  assailants 
were  in  thh  situation,  they  were  joined  by  four 
additional  companies  of  the  40th,  from  Dorset- 
ainre  Hili>  and,  some  houcs  afker,  by  lieutenant** 
colonel  StruttX  party  from  Calder  Ridge. 
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Thougfi  the  hostile  arnaies  were  within  fi% 
paces  of  each  other,  not  an  inch  of  grouad  \\  as 
'  won  on  either  side*    Three  abortive  attempts  to 
charge  were  made  by  the  republicans.  The  firing 
liad  begun  at  seven  in  the  morning,  and  it  was 
obstinately  and  hotly  i^ept  up,  by  both  partieSi 
till  the  night  came  on.    All  this  while  the  Bri- 
tish were  exposed  not  only  to  fatigue  but  also  to 
vident  showers.  Finding  that  he  could  make  no 
impression  on  the  enemy,  and  that  his  men  were 
greatly  exhausted,  the  general,  about  beveii  ui 
the  evenings  thought  it  necessary  to  give  orders 
for  the  troops  to  return  to  their  former  quarters. 
In  this  pruLracted  and  indecisive  coolest  our  loss 
exceeded  a  hundred  and  fif^  men,  of  whom  nx 
were  officers. 

it  was  natural  to  expect  that  the  result  of 
this  engagement  would  be  to  give  confidence  to 
the  republicans,  who  had  repelled  the  most  stre* 
nuous  attacks  of  the  whole  strength  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  a  part,  too,  of  those  enemies  being  regular 
troops,  brought  fresh  into  action,  and  anxious  to 
distinguish  tiiemselves.    Such,  however,  was  not 
the  casie.   What  all  the  valour  of  their  foes  had 
imled  to  achieve  daring  the'  day,  was  brought* 
about  at  nigiit  by  their  own  fears.    While  their 
tired  assailants  were  retreating  fit>m  before  their  ' 
pontioti;  ihiey  actually -abandoded  that  position,  ^ 
and  wi^i  so  much  haste,  that  they  iett  behind  • 
tbem^  4indest(oyed^  both  cannon  and  iammiinilioD; 
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CHAB.  The.fii8tJiiioyledge  of  du^r  flight  oblaiiied 
by.  a  npDrCommis^ioned  officer,  and  eight  or  tm, 
men,  who  having,  in  the  darkpess,  their/ 
road,  when  the  British  army  retiredi  waQdepaod) 
unawares  into  the  Vigie,  and  discovered  that  i^t 
M^'dS  deserted  by  the  eneoiy.  It  was,  in  cqoscL-r, 
quencei  taken  possession  pf»  on  the.  followingi 
morning,  by  a  party  of  rangers. 

i?fom  the  Vigie  the  enemy  continued  theirj 
retreat  till  they  reached  the  windward ipvt-ofithcii 
island.  The  British  now,  in  their  turn^  advanced. 
For  the  remainder  o/,  the  year,  however^  the  0x7 
ertionfl  of  our  army  were  cpnfisi^d  to  eircumscrih-^ . 
ing  within  as  narrow  limits  as  possible  the  re* 
pubiicai^  and  their  native  allies;  ap4,  thougjU. 
many  lives  were  undoubtedly  lost  in  performing/ 
this,  and  many  hardships  were  endured,  yet  no 
event  occurred  which  was  of  sufficient  importaoGa- 
to  he  recorded  in  the  page  of  history^ 

The  colony  of  Grenada,  still  more  unfortu* 
nate.than  that  of  St.  Vincent's,  next  demands., 
our  attention^  It .  ha«  abeady  bc»en  shei^En.  in . 
what  stale  of  fernjent  and  irritation  were  the^ 
minds  of  a  large  number,  of.  its  inhahitaots.. 
Agpinst  the  probable  .conaoquenees  of  tbatffnw. 
ment  and  irritation,  no  precautions  whatever  ap- . 
pear  to  have  been  taken*  It  seem^iias  if  com*. 
moD. seme  had  fled.atlbeaame  timewidi  justica^^ 

The  governor  was  obgtinately  deaf  to  repeated 
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and  tbeir  arms  were  kepit  locked  up  in  the  court 
bdttaeof  StGreDrge's;  the  rfegulmf  garrisoo  had' 
difhttMr  to  Utde^mom  ttfan  t^d  htirfditd  meo; 
and'  the  fortifications  had  been  allowed  to  fall- 
inM'E  ruiaciiiii'coiiditioa.   Sueb  plalpable  n^leet 

tfi^i  wild  ndth^rrg  IdSs  thiftli  holding'  oiift'  a 
bomitj  to  rebellion. 

To  GiiAdaidupb'       deputies  hid  bttecr  se- 
crelly  dIflfMitehed,  by  the^  diMfiected'Ffeiibh'fliid 
meri  t)f  coloufr.    These  emissaries  now  returned 
wiCIr  connnbtion/a,  as  Fbn^h  office;  fot  the' 
chiefe  oTtlftPre^dh,  ¥^tl^bkpai  of  hl^ty,  nattontt!' 
cockades,  and  a  standard,  bearing  tiie  words  "  If- 
bdlf^;  eqoalitjr^  otc  deiillr,'^  aod^  iifiiat  wasof  more 
weight,  with  muskets  afid  atfrthWiWdil';  aftd  a'' 
promise  that  this '  trifling  succour  should  speedily* 
bettHovM'by  mdlie  effectual  suppbrt.  A  mulat- 
to-iMined  Julh^'  FMoii  'wd»'  nominafed  geiMd 
of  the  insurgents,  and  Besson^  another  tmikttdy 
wM'ft|[>peitit^  lib  Mx>iid. 

On  the  return  of  the  deputtes,  the  disaflbctBd' 
resolved  to  put  their  plans  in  execution.  Accord- 
ii^r  ^  tM  sAlbe'hbli^;  on  the  l^bt  of ' 
th^  Sd  'of  March,  they  be^gaA  their  opeftililkrt,  • 
bjadiGibking  Grenville  and  Chaitotte-town,  whicb^ 
arilnllkiktefl'bn  oppMte  sides  of  tte  istkiadi  At  ^ 
Ch*rlotte-town  they  suiTDfised' tUfTiitllillrflalllsIn'^ 
their  beds,  and  carried  thetti  off  prisoners,  after 
bifihg^Hk^  lil^tM^i  Bkit^aC  GteoviUe  they* 
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dBAP.   did  not  con^ne  themselves  to  plundering  and 
making  prisoners*  The  English  were  xmndered 

in  the  most  ferocious  iimuuer,  and  their  ilead 
bodies  were  manglled  by  the  brutal  aaMtfsins. 
Having  accomplished  tins  part  of  their  scheme, 
the  rebels  proceeded  to  the  rendezvous  at  Belvi- 
dercy  which  lies  midway  between  GrenviUe  and 
Charlotte*town.  In  the  morning,  as  governor 
Home,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  were  coming 
round  in  a  vessel  to  Charlotte-town,  they  un- 
fortunately fell  into  the  hands  of  the  revdters; 
and,  in  consequence  of  this  capture,  ihe  authority 
over  the  colony  devolved  to  the  presidenti  Mr. 
Kenneth  Mackenzie. 

Though  the  rebels  had  begun  their  career  by 
such  desperate  outrage  as  seemed  to  imply  that 
they  had  so  perfect  a  reliance  on  their  own 
strength  as  to  believe  that  they  might  throw  away 
the  scabbard,  they  were,  neverdieless,  at  the  ont- 
set,  neither  formidable  in  numbers,  nor  well  sup* 
plied  for  a  protracted  contest.  Had  a  sudden  blow 
been  struck,  before  they  had  established  them- 
selves in  their  fastnesses,  and  rallied  all  their  par- 
tisans, it  would  probably  have  put  an  end  to  Uieir 
rebellion.  Nothing,  however,  was  even  under^- 
taken  against  them  for  the  better  part  of  a  week ; 
and  then,  a  plan  which  had  been  formed,  for  at- 
tacking thdr  camp^  was  abandoned,  after  a  feeble 
and  fruitless  attempt  to  carry  it  into  efiect'  In 
reality,  scarcely  any  vigour  appears  at  this  period 
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to  Iia^e  been  manifested,  except  by  Captain  Ro- 
gers, of  the  Quebec,  who  exerted  himself  zea- 
knisiy,  to  secure  various  posts  which  were  mena- 
cedj  and  to  put  others  in  a  defensible  state. 

Immediately  on  the  lebellion  breaking  out, 
dbpatches  were  sent  to  Marthsico  and  to  Trini- 
dad, to  intreat  that  succours  iiiiglit  be  afforded; 
and  a  proclamation  was  issued,  holding  out  an 
amnesty  to  any  of  the  insurg^ts  who  would  sur- 
render, and  a  reward  for  the  capture  of  those  who 
joined  or  gave  assistance  to  the  traitors  in  arms. 
The  rebels,  on  their  side,  imperiously  summoned 
the  General  Council  to  give  up  the  island  to  the 
French  republic.  This  summons  was,  of  course^ 
tmted  with  the  contempt  which  it  deserved. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Brigadier-gencial 
Lindsay  landed  from  Martinico,  and  assumed  tiie 
command.  The  reinforcement  which  he  brought 
was  but  of  trifling  amount.  It  consisted  only  of 
a  few  of  the  artillery  corps,  and  a  hundred  and 
twenty  men.  The  genera),  nevertheless,  was 
desirous  to  supply,  by  spirit  and  activity,  the  de- 
ficiency of  resources.  He,  therefore,  put  in  mo- 
tion without  delay  all  the  force  that  he  could 
muster,  and  marched  towards  the  enemy's  camp 
of  Belvidere.  The  first  rebel  out-post  was  car- 
ried, but  the  approach  of  night  compelled*  the 
troops  to  delay,  till  next  morning,  the  attack 
upon  the  camp.  But,  before  break  of  day,  heavy 
rains  set  in,  which  continued  for  a  week,  and 


,CHAP.    sMfj^od^^      mili^^  moyesoeat^   Tbe  ;ff^t 
s«^v^  of^ty  exposure  to      .iveatbqr,  and,  Above  .^Jl, 
,1795.    ^hose  high  and  honourable  findings  which  led  him 
to  coa^d^r  Ifi^  d^sapno^t^^t  f^s^^i^j^ff/Mft,  bfd 
p,  j^^  eff^t  i^pop  .the  body  |uid;iniQd,of  4)e  ge- 
?^eiiBd.    A  fever  .ensued,  arid,  while  ktiouri^ 
.^^^r,tbe,de^rium  ipti^ippt  t9  bjs4i$^i 
^n  end  to  1^8  existqnqe.   |Ie  died  universally  xt- 
^^^M  ^oldiq^,  wi  by  ^  >vhp  )ffi^ 

.   The  dej^fth  of  ,the  general  i^eqessarily  di^- 
^ijOjiged  all  U)e  jilan3  y^hvo^  he  ha<d  formecj.  The 

ijobek.    Every  day  they  were  joined  by  sopjie 
.  their  f\e^o,  mulatto  pr  :yvhijlp  flj^s.Q.ciajijef  ^  sj9  tj;^ 
iby  ^  f^lpiB  pf  tl^e  fflwntb,  thj^y  v^eije  j^eral 
J^lousaiMl  strong.    It  yv^  fprjtnnate  tbyat  tbegr 
.Wj^r^p  ^^tij^  suppJ^(^         ppimunilion;  a  ci^- 

ffUf^jof^  vbich  greatly  jcpirtf ibujp^ .  to  Ijig^l 
their  destruetivQ  ^^^^W-  the  wor<c  of  de- 

yp^tatiojf  jjrftq^efjpd ;  ,QultMre  ceased,  piimtatio^ 
y^fs^  'piij^atj,  aiid  iffepfff^hje  injujcy  V^H  Jftflif^l^i^ 
.the  unfortunate  polopists. 
It  w^s  not  until  t^^  J2d  of  Ap^il,  Qne  jSP9p,tb 
^ft^r  t|>e  hrf^k^  %t  <}f  f^e  r^jf^liflp,  |hj|t  ijpy  ^ 
3i§tancQof  magnitude  was  sent  to  tiie  relief  of  Grpr 
The  ^Tiy^)  pf  Jf ojtjp^  from  England  then 
e^^\pd  Sjr  Jpf^p  Y^ugh^n  to  det^cl^  fo  Gr^wwlf 
^bpuf  1 250  j j]ep.  Pn  its  landing,  a  part  pf  this  force 
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lm¥t  f««»j^ted,  tMs  was  done  with  biit  liMe 

skill.  With  the  remainder,  wnd  150  men  from 
the  navy,  it  was  determined  to  assault  the  posi- 
lieiis  held  i)f  tlie  nibets,  ai  Betvidere  and  Morne 
Vauclain.  It  is  asserted,  that  the  officers  strongly 
remonstrated  against  this  measure;  and  repre- 
taiied  to  tbe  president  thut^  the  roads  haVmg 

been  entirely  broken  up  by  continued  rains,  it 
would  be  exceedingly  imprikient  to  venture  on  an 
attack  before  th^e  ground  became  more  dry,  and 
the  weather  more  settled ;  but  that  he  \vas  deaf 
to  their  remonstrances^  and  obstinate  in  his  opi- 
nion that  an  immediate  attempt  should  be  made. 
It  was  accordingly  made,  on  the  8th  of  April, 
and  the  result  was  such  as  had  been  predicted. 
The  troops  behaved  with  their  accustomed  bra- 
very, but  the  p<J8t  had  been  strengtiiened  by  ab- 
batifty  and  by  ewcy  possibte  medns  of  repobe^ 
so  thlit  thb  assailants,  eddbairassed  in  the  huxddy 
soil»  or  unable  to  keep  their  footing  on  the  slip^ 
perjr  precipices,  were  slaughtered  with  impunity 
iyy  an  alitiost  invisible  foe;  and  were  Kt  length 
compelled  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  more  than 
too  men  in  killed  add  wdimded*  Captains  Stop- 
Ibid  and  Hewatt,  knd  Ensign  Bttfltie^  wereifaiMg 
tbe  slain. 

The  British  prikiners,  to  the  number  of  fifty, 
ifho  had  been  taken  at  an  early  period  of  tlie  in- 
surrection, ivere  put  to  death  in  the  camp,  on  the 
tiienimg  of  this  diiUMnnis  attack.    Una  act  of 
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CHAP,  hornbie  barbarity  has  been  ascribod  to  difiercilt 
\^^^  molives,  by  di&r^ot  people.  Some  have  atui- 
.blited  it  to  the  feelinfrs  ot  revenge  excited  in  Fe- 
doa,  by  the  loss  his  brolber ;  while  others  ha?e 
maiQtained  that  it  was  committed  as  a  letaliation 
for  the  death  of  a  M.  Alexandic,  v\ho  had  beta 
executed  as  a  traitor,  by  order  ol  ti^ie  presi4<ea^ 
though  he  was  not  an  EngHsh  subject,  aod  coin 
sequently  not  amenable  to  uur  civil  la\NS.  What- 
ever was  the  motive,  there  can  be  oo  doubt  a&  ,tp 
the  magnitude  of  the  crime; 

The  president  seems  at  last  to  have  lliought 
it  priident  to  resign  iato  abler  hands  the  controul 
over  military  operations.  He,  in  eonsequeneCy 
wrote  to  desire  that  an  officer,  vested  with  lull 
authority^  mi^l  be  sent  from  Martinico.  Bri- 
gpdier-general  Nicholls  was  chosen  for  this  pur^ 
pose,  by  Sir  John  Vaughan,  and  he  lauded  in 
Grenada  about  the  middle  of  April* .  Having  i(k 
vestigated  the  state  bf  affiiirs,  be  called  in  the 
useless  posts-,  and  prepared  to  rcco\er  Pilot  Hill, 
in  the  n^ghbourhood  of  Grenville.  .  Th^  rebeti^ 
however,  did  not  wait  his  attack,  but  retired  to 
their  camp  at  Belvidere.  lie  next  embodied  ail 
the  trust-worthy  negroes,  and  follow^  up  Ibis 
step  by  placing  detachments  at  St.  Patrick's,  Si. 
D^yid  s,  Charlotte-town,  and  Gien\  ille,iii  order  to 
4)cevent  succours  from  being  thrown  19  by  the 
republican  vesscils.:  This  latter  v^is/^  precaution 
tcn^^  greatly,  to  distr^  the  rebels      ev^/ii  t^ 
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ToAni  timr  numbors;  as  maay  of  them  laid  ciuf. 
dom  their  arms,  rather  than  encounter  any  «^>w^ 

longer  the  severe  privation  b  lo  vvhich  they  were 
expBsed.  Befi>fe  the  end  of  une,  most  of  llie 
daves  in  the  windward  part  of  the  island  had 
returnisd.  to  their  estates,  and  signs  of  cultivatioQ 
and. commercial  spirit  began  once  more  to  ap- 
pear. 

:The  terrible  ravages  made  atiiong  the  troops, 
by  disease^  unibrtttnalely  disabled  the  general 
from  acting  with  the  reqtiisitc  vi^iir.    So  fatal  ' 
.was  the  fever  that,  in  three  months,  the  British 
.force  was  diminished  .by  more  than  one  half. 
The  rebels,  on  their  side,  cooped  up  in  the  inte- 
rioTi  and  scantily  provisioned,  did  not  display 
any  extraordinary  daring.    Freqaest  8kirmishe8» 
nevertheless,  occurred,  in  which  Lliey  \vere  always 
^  defeated.    In  one  instance,  towards  the  end  of 
JiUM^  Fedod  himseUv  at  the  head  of  a  division 
of  picked  men,  was  routed  with  conMoerable 
slaughter^  by  a  detachment  under  the  orders 
Lieutenant  Hmnuber,  of  the  6Mb  regiment. 

-  Affairs  continued  in  this  situation  lAl  Octo- 
ber>  on  the  lOtli  of  whidi  mouthy  la  spite  of  the 
fKSrts  bebg  carefully  watched,  two  corvettes  from 
St.  Lucia  contrived  to  land  ^00  men,  and  some 
supplies,  the  whole  of  .wbu:h  arrived  without  op- 
.pcnilioo  in  the  rebiel  oanp.  This  timely  soeeour 
roused  the  courage  of  the  insurj^ents,  and  stimu- 
lated.them  to,  undertake  oSeosive  opmations,.  in 
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CHAF.    IlUe  <kiQpe  of  eiilargiiig  tbeir  preaaut  umom 
.Jl^  touiids*  On  the  15th,  ^voured  by  an  cktrandy 
dark  night,  they  attacked  and  carried  the  works 
011  Ihe  hill  above  Cbarlotte-toinii.  Tjwrtiemiil- 
colonel  Schaw,  who  commanded  ift  the  tcmta^ 
made  an  eflbrt  to  recover  the  iost  ground ;  but  it 
was  a  frinUeflB  one;  die  ateepness  mtd  skpptia*- 
nes8  of  the  hill,  and  the  strength  of  the  eimny, 
i^endering  it  impossible  tor  tiie  troops  to  gain  the 
jiMBnit  of  Chendge.  The  towfi  having  aofw  be- 
eone  ontenaUey  he  was  uwler  the  necessity  of 
retirkig  to  St.  George*s,  leaving  behind  him  the 
woltaeni  and  the  eid(  in  the  iMM^tal.   Of  ihfe 
aiefc  HNiny  died  from  the  want  of  mcdftcal  asiik^ 
tance ;  the  women  were  returned  unhurt^  to  the  ^ 
jMavesl  British  post» 

It  was  not  till  Ae  latter  end  of  Deusnitwr 
that  any  thing  of  moment  occurred^  The  rebels 
then  iwice  attempted  to  make  themaelTes  maettth^ 
of  Pilot  Hill.  In  both  these  attempts,  however, 
they  were  frustrated,  with  serious  loss  on  their 
side,  and  little  on  onr  own.  Thest  wefe  the  kit 
•  attlitary  events  which  took  place,  in  the  year 
1795,  in  the  colony  of  Grenada. 

In  the  rest  of  the  predatory  tnlerprises  wfaieh 
he  undertook  during  this  year,  Victor  Hugues 
was  not  equally  successful.  Its  proximity  to 
Gnadalottpe,  and  the  disaflection  of  niAny  die 
French  inhabitants,  a  disaffection  which  seems  in- 
deed tahate  heen  heieditarf>  led  him  to  hope  that 
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93ft,  a^^upon.DQimiii(9t  bane  a  iamMsaUp 
^iilt    His  fhopes  were  piobabljf  Mgliteiiod  by 

<ttae  ma  jDoji.oD  the  -i^lfmd  mm  Ab»n  ^  BiM^ 

(COQRpa^  (Of  regular  troops.  lOn  -the  fifth  Krf"  June 
.a  republic^p  jparty^  <pt  Uctwee^  <two  »qd  thiieie 
jiMMKlrad  Iwletff  from  Maiieg^aiite,  m 
noclheiTn  coast  of  DotnvMica.  A$  soon  m 
ihia  iava^Q  wa3  knowi^,  ti;ie  British  inbabitoOit^ 
jfhifRr  to  anas  wit;)»  a  praise-worlby  i^ifmlof  and 
courage,  and  marched  towards  their  enemies^ 
ih^y  ^ound  QoiMr  P^gua.  Xliey  attacked 
^iltm  vigorously^  aiM^t  me^f^  alfiraufitm, 
drove  them  froqa  their  po^fion,  and  campelkd 
fii^  to  take  shelter  ip  th$^  w(^ds,  la  the  mm^ 
fpme,  lUDother  body  of  fepuUicwSt  aUnit  300  m 
number,  effected  a  landing  at  some  ilistance  from 
ti^  ^pe^  of  aciioi^,  ^^d  e^e»vQured  to  form  ^ 

jiijii94f  n  ifp^tl^      C9^^  vrJiuleiDaiiptter 

dii-ection,  \60  Frendi  planters,  of  Callibaut 
qj|jDrt^>  rosp  in  arms,  and  put  tb^ms^lves  in 
ipturph  tQ  joia  4ieir  worthy  aUies*  The^e  totter^ 
however,  having  wandered  from  their  right  roed^ 
jyprp  Mftftble  to  a^^ff^fliisii  thejr  purpose. 

By  the  judicious  dispositions  <tf.  ClH>IILiR 
3^the,  tb^  hostili^  divisipns  w^re  kept  separ^ited, 
ap4  wefjs  ^K^(h  so  clo^ly  ipv^fttpd  iff  their 

Itmt,  hei^s  ci»t  pff  (nm  all  snppUes»  ite  two 

pubM^  officers,  on  the  17th  and  19th  of  JunCf, 
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CHAP,    dnis  left  to  their  own  eSbrto,  were  under  the  ne- 

s^^^  ccssity  of  following  the  example  which  had  been 
set  them  their  friends.  They  eadeavoured  to 
obtain  a  promi$e  of  pardon,  but  no  terms  were 
allowed  to  them,  ^t  would,  in  truth,  have  been 
highly  impolitic  to  graut  impunity  to  this  abor- 
tive but  malignant  and  dangerous  rebdiion 
against  the  British  authority.  Many  were, 
therdbre,  punished  with  the  severity  which  they 
deserved^  and  stili  more  were  banished  from  the 
colony. 

The  conduct  of  tlie  militia,  during  this  short 
yet  active'  and  fatiguing  contest,  was  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  The  negroes,  too,  be- 
haved generally  with  a  fidelity  and  zeal,  which 
tnerited'the  gratitude  of  their  employers.  In 
hunting  down  such  of  the  invaders  as  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  woods,  their  services  were  eminently 
useful.  So  much  on  the  alert  were  the  British 
and  their  black  auxiliaries,  that  not  a  single 
man,  of  those  who  had  .been  landed,  escaped 
from  death  or  capture;  and  of  the  rebels  only 
twenty-five,  who  put  to  sea  in  a  large  canoe,  are 
said  to  have  succeeded  in  eluding  the  vengeance 
of  their  irritated  pursuers. 

The  coionisis  likewise  carefully  guarded  their 
coast  by  armed  vessels ;  and  this  prudent  mea- 
sure saved  them  froAi  a  repetition  of  the  toil 
and  danger  which  they  had  so  recently  encoun- 
tered.  Two  reinforcements  were  dispatched  by 
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Victor  Uugues  to  bis  parUAim  ia  Doaa(uca>  char.  > 
and,  had  not  the  rebellion  been  auppresaedy  they  ^^^^ 

might  have  turued  the  scale  in  its  favuui  ,  but, 
on  epproeehiog  the  ahorei  their  leiMl^  disco- 
vered that  all  was  lost»  and  that  the  colonists 
^ere  prepared  for  a  vigorous  resistance.  Under 
these  circumstances  they  deemed  it  more  adtis- 
able  to  put  back  to  Mariegalante,  than  to  persist 
in  an  enterprise  v^hich  seemed  likely  to  termi- 
oale  in  nothiog  but  captivity  and  disgpnoe. 

After  this  event,  Dominica  was  allowed  to 
remain  in  a  state  oi  tranquiility.  Towards  the 
dose  of  the  year>  the  colonists  were,  indeed, 
alarmed  by  a  rumour,  that  a  French  corps,  in- 
vited over  by  some  traitors,  had  secretly  landed, 
and  taJcen  post  in  the  mountains*  Ail  the  in- 
terior wilds  of  the  country  were,  in  consequence, 
minutely  exan^ined  by  the  British  troops;  and 
the  result  of  this  search  dissipated  ail  anxiety,  by 
proving  that  the  rumour  had  no  other  ground 
than  the  fears,  the  falsehood,  or  perhaps  the 
wishes,  of  those  persons  by  whom  it  was  orig^iH 
ally  made  public. 

It  is,  however,  not  improbable  that  the  re- 
port was  spread  by  the  frifsnds  of  the  republi- 
cans, in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
British  from  a  quarter  which  was  really  menaced. 
Victor  Hugues  was  at  this  moment  meditating 
an  attack  upon  the  colony  of  Martinico.  To 
have  recovered  that  island,  or  even  to  have  made 
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CHAP,   it*  the  Mt  of  wn^  wdakl  have  put  tte  seil^  to' 
v^M^.  tfafereputftthMi^^idi  he  had  acqiriried  cfenng^^ 
campaign.    The  chance  of  failure  was,  indeed^ 
very  great^  as  our  priadpal  strength  was  eoh 
letted  there;  bat  be  wafiB  not  a  man  to  hesitate, 
for  a  single  instant,  at  putting  much  to  the  risk^ 
on  fais'  own  par^  when  tbertf  was  a'pki>biEtbilhj' 
that  serious  injury  might  be  inflicted  upon  those 
who  were  opposed  to  hkft.   His  possession  of  St; 
Lucia  also  rendered  l^s  dlffibott'      prqjM'  of*^ 
invasion,  as,  since  his  re-cap turc  of  that  island, 
Martinico  might  be  said  to  be  placed  between 
two  fires.   It'wad  invested  on  •  the  oftt^  side  by 
St.  Lucia,  and  on  the  other  by  Guadaloupe. 

His  plan  was^  to  throw  at*  first  stnall  divi-' 
snMis  into  various  parts  oi  the  island,  f6r'  the - 

double  purpose  of  dividing  the  attention  of  the' 
British,  and  spreadmg  more  widely  the  dame  of 
insavrection.   These  having  once  gained  ia  ibot*' 
ing,  a  laigcr  lorce  \vas  to  iiave  been  landed  from'" 
Gnadaloupe,  to  follow  up  the  blow;    In  pursu- ' 
anee'Of  this  plan,  atnodey  groop,  cOiisiMiiig*'of' 
about  160  men,  of  all  colours,  M-ith  four  field  - 
pieces,  700  stand  of  arms,  and  abundance*  of 
ammunition,  stole  secretly  over  fibm  St.  Ludi^' > 
in  the  night  of  the  7th  of  December,  and  dis- 
embarked in  the  *  bay  of  Vaacbun.*  Th^y.  im^ - 
mediately  took  post  on-a- hill,  ^ich' riser  above* 
the  village.    The  Ehrl  of  Dalhousie,  who  waH^ 
thwstalioned^  withadctachitiefllfiof  Ihfe  Qdeeii*s" 
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r^pmntt  a,  km  mUm  frouit  Vauclaia>  wm,  worn 
ioformad  of  this  event,  and  he- heaAenad^  with  a* 

sm«m  party,  to  repel  the  invadei'a,    H&  drove 
them  from  the  hill,  aod  they  then  .eatablishadi 
th^sdvfsi  it)  the  village  church,  whicb  was 
SDfjrpiwded  by  i^.bigb  wiUl.    Id  an  endeavour 
tt:  diive^  tfaeni'  ftom  this  poaitiooy  hia  lordship. 
vKa$>  wounded  and  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  fifr 
t§w  ,m^Q,  ism  aoid.  twenty  lioursi  ho^vever,  did  i 
iM^elfpfla  Maie  the  republiGaos.wer&heflHBed 
m:by  the  militia,  who  poured  in  from  all  quar- 
ters.   From,  tbe  churcb  the  enemy,  neverth&i. 
Ifm  oontriveditOkiesoafM^  but  tbeiti  flightiwas 
unavailiog.    They  were<  hotly  pursued^  many  of- 
tbiiR  wefe.'pat:to  the  sword  in  their  retreat  to^ . 
vapriJai  the  woods,  and  thosai>who  did  reaeh  the*, 
^oodd  were  ultimately  hunted  down  by  the: 
t|0(ppS'  whiQh  were  in  chase  of  them.  The 
fUNiket  boolftc  o£t  tbe^commaader  isaaiditajhave< 

been  found,  containinf»  a  list  of  those  colonists, 
by i'Wbom.  they  expected  to  be  joined.  Itis.aa*. 
aasled  alaoy  thatrpaamualy.ta^theb.narehiiig^ 
the  militia  ,  shot  twelve  men' of  their  own  body, 
HDtaoae  repubhcaa  ppinciples  they  had  fortuoatalyk 
delaalad.  The  oriaaista  of  Dominica  displayed^ 
on  this  occasion,  the  same  spirit  which  had  ani- 
matad  theaai  whan  ^  their  •  island  was  iavaded*' 
S^aatlhendeaoantaD'Juiie^  they  bad  raiseAia  < 
neglD  corps;  and i of < this -corpse  they  sent  two 
coMyiBiasiOier*  ta»iM4|i<iiMco^-'a8^s#o»  aa«  thay*^ 
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CBMf,  recei?ed  ixUeUigeDoe  of  tbe  landing  oi  tke  enemy. 
s^-^  The  prompt  dettmctioiv  of  the  hostile  division 

had,  however,  left  notaiog  to  be  doae  by  \hhi 
friendly  aid. 

The  discouraging  issue  of  his  first  attempt, 
tbe  subsequent  capture  of  a  schooner  with  men 
andrannsy  which  he  had  dispatched  on  the  same 
errand,  and  probably  also  the  belief  that,  to  de- 
fgqd  wlmt  he  now  hekJ,  he  should  speedily  stand 
in  need  of  all  his  resoarccs,  induced  Victor 
Hugues  to  desist  from  hazarding  any  tUng  fur** 
ther  for  the  re-conquest  of  Martinico. 

Here>  then,  teiwioaties  the  history  of  the 
campaion  of  1795 ;  the  militaiy  .proceedings'  in 
Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo  having  akeady  been 
namled  in  the  thitd  volume.  On  taking  a 
review  of  dtis  campaign,  it  seems  impossible  to 
d^y  til  at  it  we^  dk^aceful  as  well  as  disastrous 
to  the  .British  arms.  At  the  close  of  it  the 
enemy  will  be  foimd  to  have  re^ptnred  one 
important  ccdony,  to  have  held  divided  sway 
with  us  .  in  two  more,  the  wkele  itf  which  they 
bad  rendered  for  a  while  useless  to  us,  and  to 
have  spread  great  alarm  iu  two  others,  in  one  of 
which  they  bad  put  the  cokwists  to  ^ioinile 
labour  and  expense ;  while,  on  our  side,  we  had 
not  gained  from  the  republicans  a  single  inch  of 
territory.  They  had,  carried  oo  tbe  war« wholly 
upon  our  ground,  and  at  our  cost.  ;  Toalltdas  - 
must  be  added  the  heavy,  loss,  which  we  ais* 
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tained  in  men,  and  the  heavy  expenditure  iR4lieh- 
was  iucurredy  io.  support  a  war  at  such  a  dis* 
lanee>  iroiii,^lie  ptat^t  country.  Jt  is,  parhaiM^ 
not  dilHculL  to  discover  the  cause  of  our  reverses. 
Tilers  was  no  waat  of  di^cipliue  and  boldness  in 
.the  ttoof^  nor  «f  vdoar  asd  intelbgaice  m  tkmt 

officers;  but  in  those  uho  were  at  the  head  of 
afiairs  there  appears  to  have  heea  a  lamentable 
want  of  vigilance^  of  foresight,  and  of  vigour. 
There  \vas  no  presiding  and  powerful  mind,  to 
direct  to  a  b«^cial  purpose  the  talents  and 
energies  of  the  subordinate  actors.    Nor  did 
censure  fall  on  the  military  operations  alone.  It 
was  loudly  asserted,  by  many  of  the  colonistB^ 
Ibat  our  nand  arrangements  were  equally  defec- 
tive.   They  complained,  and  with  much  bitter- 
ness of  s{Mrit,  that,  notwithstanding  the  superi-- 
ority  of  our  fleets,  the  republican  vessds  kept 
the  sea  with  almost  perfect  impunity,  chose 
whatover  points  of  attack  they  pleased,  ruined 
by  their  numerous  captures  the  commerce  of  the 
islands,  harassed  and  depressed  the  inhabitants 
by  continual  alarms,  and  actually,  to  a  certaiti 
d^rree,  fed  the  war  on  Ihdr  own  part,  and 
starved  it  on  onr^  by  intercepting  the  reinforce- 
flMDts  of  men  and  arms,  which  were  supplied 
from  England.   Though,  as  is  usually  the  case 
with  those  who  are  sufifering,  it  is  probable  that 
in  these  compkints  there  was  somewhat  exagge- 
rated, it  is  but  too  certain  tlwt  the  complaints 

VOL.  ly,  £ 
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CHAP,   xme  feonded  on  fact;  and  dial  Vktor  Hugueft 

\^^^^  did  not  without  reason  pride  himself  on  the  vast 
extent  of  his  maritime  depredations,  and  on  the 
faoKty  and  compluraliTely  triding  loss  with  whidi 
they  had  been  effected,  in  spite  of  the  presence 
and  strength  of  the  British  cruizers  in  the  Qiaf  i-  ' 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

A  furiTudabk  e.vpedUion  ptxpared  m  England  for 
ike  Wt9t  ln^.^Di8asier$  sutt^Umd  bjfitai 
mi.— It  arrives  at  its  destination  in  Aprils- 
Capture  of  Danarara  and  Berbice.— Conquest 
of  8t,  JjueiOt  after  a  seoerc  siruggk-^Pro^ 
ceedings  in  St.  Vincent's  and  Grenada  preoi- 
<msly  to  the  arrwal  of  the  eapedUwn.-^Those 
two  Islands  are  at  length  freed  frwn  the 
enemy, — Attack  of  Victor  Hugucs  upon  the 
Liand  of  At^guUia* 

• 

Tnt  tbortificatioii  ivMch,  in  conraion  with  emy 

Eogiishinaa^  the  ministers  felt  at  the  bod 
aiMscaw  of  pur  late  nilitiiry  pMMriiqp  in  th* 

WMm  hemisphere,  was,  no  donbt^  es^cMiogl j 
increased  by  the  perpetual  goading  of  their  po- 
litical aatBgoiystBy  who  loudly  attributed  to  thoir 
negligence  and  incapacity  all  the  disasters  wfaieh 
bad  befaUen  us.  In  order,  therefore^  to  restore 
^  lustra  of  our  ayms,  the  ealmiet»  in  the  sum-^ 
mer  of  1795)  came  to  the  resolution  of  sending 
out  such  an  armament  as  should  not  only  be  ca- 
pable of  daUvering  our  own  Gdonies  from-  aaiioy- 
ance,  but  also  of  rooting  out  the  republicans  and 
their  allies  from  those  islands  and  settlements 
wUcb  were  still  in  their  possession.  Twenty-^eveii 

e2 
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CHAP,   thousand  men,  divided  into  two  bodies,  one  of 

VL 

^i«Pvw  them  15,000  and  the  other  12,000 strong,  was  the 
numb^  originally  ^defiioed  for  tbis  service.  Of 

ttkUanny  ^  ^  ^        England,  and 

Ifae  ^leraainder  from  Ireland;   Sir  Rjdpb  Afoer- 

qomf^jf  wfi$  appoiot^^tbe  commander-in-cbief; 
fll^.as  hii  tale(^.iM^rejon4U6stioiifJ>|^  tbi^i  Ap- 
pointment gave  reason  to  hope  that  we  shoidd  at 
le^tk^ve  U^^(iaJ^e^^o|i  of  taking  ap  ample 
rev^lMi^'nxiP' ^H!^  |Bimi|iqs^fyr  their  ,  reoept  tri- 
umphs. It  appears,  indeed,  to  be  alfnost  cer- 
tain that,  had  tiie  .  whole  ojf  this  expedition 
Itfriv^  at  ail  t^ljf  ptanpi  in  the  West  In^, 
the  republicans  would  have  been  much  too  weak 
to  mal^e,  in  wy  quarter,  an  eflectual  stand 
.  apaMiti  mpMoi^  Btitit;faap« 
,  .  .  pened  iiXthisinatance,  as  it  had  happened  before, 
U»Lt,  pr^iou^yflp  die  time  of  its  departor^ihe 
o^gOiA&fCfBt.m^MV^^  down,  by  dimAhg 
portions  of  it  to  other,  objects,  till  it  became  in- 
adequate to  the  full  accOm{()is^Hn(^t  of  d2e.g^eat 
pHtjitse^ioftwbicbit  haAbeiy^ 

.  It 'ivas  not  till  towards  the  close  of  autumn 

that  the.  n«ce$£iai^  preparSitiaQs  weni.i^fwnpieted. 
Had  iiOA^acdwk$il  Mjiimqim&fM$0^ 

was  early  enough  for  tlie  troops  to  have  reached 

West  <Ifwlies  iWvtHne  to  open  Ui^  campaign 
Bt.  tiict  Miuimoemeiit  of  tkie  healthy  se%«aos 

We  shall  soon,  however,  see  with  what  calam{<^ 
:UHi^d^&cnlties.this  iil-iiated  enped^Uoa.  was  desr- 
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tined  ta  encoimte^.  The  convoy,  y/AAch  con-  chap.' 
sisted  of  more  than  two  hundred  sail  of  trans-  ^ 
port  and  other  vessels,  departed  from  Sptthead, 
on  the  1 5th  of  November,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Christian.  Scarcely  had  the  fleet 
i/Mhf  got  into  tile  dia«ne(  nAm   1mm  itolm 

arose^  which  scattered  the  ships,  and  stranded 
many  of  them  on  the  Dorsetshire  eoast.  For 
sever&l  leagues,  Ihe  Aore;  thiekly  sfte#ed  Mtb 

tvrecks  and  corpses,  presented  an  appalling  spec- 
tacle. This  misfortune  compelled  the  convoy 
to  reHitii^^i^theCKh-  Early  ra  Deceniter  it'  a 
second  time  sailed  from  thence,  and  a  second 
time  it  was  met  by  a  tempesti  which  drove  num- 
bers of  fte  vessels  to  take  sfadtdr  Iti  ^y  port 
that  theyi:ould  find.  Still,  Admiral  Christii^, 
with  Ihe^aiB  body  of  liie  convoy,  contrived  to 
teep"  tito  seay  andy^in'Si^tb^ef  lidlete  gales,  Utt 
made  some  progress,  when 'a  third  storm  com- 
pelled 4nm  to  give  up  the  contest,  which  had 
laslcri  ^  da^,  ^tffl'ir^itbm  to  £!iglandr-:1M 

same  fate  attended  the  cbnvov  frdm  Cork, 
which  was  ako  dnvea^hack  into  port.  Some 
fe«r'*^IMB»p(A1s/ IMe^  Mxi^ 
Ghristifin's  squadron,  were  hicky  enough  to 
weather  ihe  burrieanei  and  to^aii^t  their  pas^ 
sage^td^BiMaddbi  wi*'  Idiodt  ^ 

men.         -        '   "       *       ,  ^-v.-ii.  *  j 

As  it  was  of  importance  that  be:iihould'  bo 
early  oh  the  spot^  to  make  tKc  neeetssary  arraiigS4 
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votnUf  General  AbercrotDbyi  with  his  MmS, 

sailed  in  the  Arethusa,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
and  landed  at  Barbadoes  on  the  17th  of  March. 
At  lengthy  in  the  latter  end  of  Fehraary  and  the 
beginning  of  March,  the  convoy,  in  three  di- 
visions, quitted  the  British  and  Irish  shores,  and, 
kefere  the  middle  of  April,  it  arrived  in  safety 
at  the  place  of  its  destination.  Independently 
oi  the  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  these  untoward 
events,  a  loss  not  to  be  repuredy  there  was 
another  evil  consequence,  of  hardly  less  magni- 
tude>  arising  from  the  protnusted  detention  of 
the  troops  in  the  transport  vessels;  this  was, 
that  many  of  the  men  sieiceoed  on  the  voyage, 
lind  that  others,  diough  apparently  in  healthy 
contracted  a  predisposition  to  disease,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  future  bad 
eftctSj  duriiq;  a  fiitiguing  service  in  an  onosoal 
wai  uidMaltfay  climate. 

The  colonies  of  Demarara  and  Berbice  were 
the  first  objects  against  which  the  British  foroa 
was  employed.  A  body  of  1,500  men,  mider 
the  command  of  Major-general  Whyte,  escorted 
by  four  frigates,  was  dispatched  for  th«r  reduce 
tion  by  the  generaUin-chief,  almost  Immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  in  the  West  Indies. 
Very  favontaUe  lerma  were  ofierodr  to.  the  go- 
vernor and  the  military,  in  the  event  of  tMr 
ready  submission.  As  the  means  of  defence 
possessed  by  the  eolbnists  were  but  small,  ilnd 
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probaUj  thiir  imduMtioo  to  avftil  theiMeN«s  of  chap. 
tbem  was  stiU  less,  they  readily  accepted  the  N.«ivw 
beoeficial  offers  which  were  loade  to  them* 
Donmira  and  Essequibo  mre  consequendy 

surrendered  to  us  oa  the  22d  of  April,  and  their 
example  was  followed  by  jBerbioe^  on  the  Sd  of 
Mmy. 

Had  the  force  now  ready  for  action  in  the 
Charibea,n  islaiidfl  been  as  large  as  it  was  origin- 
ally istended  to  be*  it  is  probable  that  the  Brilbh 
general  would  have  commenced  his  operations 
by  striking  at  onco  at  tbe  root  ol  tbe  mischief^ 
and  thasy  by  the  redvclioa  of  Ouadalotfpe,  a&' 
fording  future  security  to  our  colonies,  and,  in  a 
great  measure  also,  to  that  extensive  commerce 
to  which  they  give  birth.  Under  tbe  present 
circumstaocesi  however,  all  thoughts  of  reducing 
Guadakmpe  were- raUnqnishadf  and  it « was  re* 
solved  that  StLocia  should  be  our  primary^ 
object  of  attack.  This  island  could  now 
muatev  far  its  defence  about  %Q00  weU  disci*^ 
plined  Uack  soldiers,  a  number  of  less  effective 
blacks,  and  some  hundred  \\  bites,  who  held  po- 
sitions botk  Daluia)iy  and  arliikially  strong,  and 
were  plentifully  suppikid  with  artUlery,  ammu* 
nition,  and  stores. 

The  post  on  which  the  republicans  chiefly 
eoDfided  for  thor  defoace  was  that  of  Mom^ 
Fortune.  It  is  situated  on  the  western  side  of 
tbe  islaiid^  between  the  nvero  of  the  Caieoaga 
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CHAP,  and  the  Grand  Cul  de.Sai^  wbi(^  empty  tiieir 
s^^^  watars  into  bays-baaripg  Ib^  same  mim  iDiffi- 
1795.    cult  of  a$;ce3Q  i^y  n§iwii^  rii  bsA  boisn  rendered 
still.  inoseaQ.  by  fiiipvawqrk^^.  lu  aid  Q&ithia^L 
they  had  .also  fortified  othera  of  tbe  merrittay  or 
eniinenceSj  in.  it»  yijcinity.    The  whole  of  this 
poeiti^n,  enobnadng  a  considerable  .extentr:  of 
ground^  it  was  of  the  utmost  importanco  to 
iave^  pios^iy,  with  as  iiitie  delay  as  possible,/ 
that  tb^  enemy  Might  nel  escape  into  the  mggfA* 
country  of  the  interior,  and  thus  be  in  a  condition 
to  car^j^iOn  a  protracted  and  haiassing  Kar, 
i^ch  fxperieeoe  had  already  more  than  onoe' 
proved  to  be  highly  detrimental  to  an  unsea- 
soned ip^^ding  force. 

To  aecompliah  this,  deairahle  purpose^  the 

British  general  determined  to  direct  his  troops 
on  thrj^  poinU|.twfi(4^^  them  to  the  norths  and 
.  the  third  «tp  the  sooth  of  the  Morne  Bortone. 
The  first  division  was  to  land  most  to  the  nortli, 
in  LongDeviUe  Ba^  covered  by  several  vessels, 
which.iviere  intended  to;eilence  the  batteries  on 
Pigeon  Island.    Choc  Bay  was  the  spot  where 
tberC^ilktre  diviaion  waa  itotbe.pot. w  sbore ;  and 
the  third  was  to  disembeefe  at  Aooe  k  iUyey- 
some  distance  to  the  $outliward  oi  the  bc^tile 
post.  , 

Xhe  troops  sailed  finaia  Macia  Boy  itt  Mn^ 
tiuico,  on  tiie  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  April,  and 
arrived  off  St.  Xiocia  on  the.  evening  of  the  saane 
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day.  Sefcoteo^hoiHlnci  aMD»  mider  tbfe  cMmMmd 
of  Major-general  Oampbell,  composed  the  first 

liivisioo,  which  was  inMUfidiateiy  laaded  in  Lon* 
guiffille  Bay»  withoat  eoconotaring  ftily<'iQrther 
opposition  than  a  few  8hot»  from  the  battiery  on 
Pigeon  Islaodi  the  hre  of  which  was  speedily  si* 
leQoed  by  that  of  tbe  shipt.  A.  strong  aiiTCbt 
liad  driven  the  transports  so  far  to  the  leeward 
that  it  was  not  practicable  to  land  the  centreL 
dinuon  till  the  following  inotiAiig^  -MajcMr-ge-r 
neral  Campbell  was,  meanwhile,  on  his  march, 
and  his  progress  was  ouly  feebly  opposed  by 
aboot  iOO  fepoblieam,  who  ultfaMx^'Yetired 

jrurn  Angier's  plantation,  to  Morne  Chabot,  and 
ailowcid  him  to  e^tajimctioo  with  the  centre 
dtvisioik  The  cutfrait  haeving  aetad  still  more 
powerfully  on  the  vessels  which  conveyed  the 
thiid  dtfiiiooy  under  Majar-ganeiai^Mimbead. 
two  or  throa  days  elapsed  belnre  the  dbensbark^ 
ation  in  Ance  la  Raye  could  be  ciitiUBly  ex- 
ecuted* *The  troops  at  length  t»ak  lip  their 
appointed  elatioli,  and  tbos  held  Mofne  Ibrtune 
invested  on  its  southern  side. 

I  -  To  coBipleite  the  investment  on  the  a<Mrtbem 
quarter,  it  was-  necessary  to  obtain  possession  of 
Morne  Ciiabot,  which  was  one  of  the  strongest, 
posts  m  the  vicinity  of  Monie  Fortune-  At  mid- 
ni^of  the  fi7tb,  theraftM^,  two  colnmns,  under 
iirigadier-generals  Moore  and  H^De,  w^re  dis- 
patched to  attadc  the  Morne^  on  twp' opposite 
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CHAP  sides^  and,  by  Obis  wamm,  not  only  Id  carry  the 
v.,^.^  poiitioii,  but  Ukevifle  to  pndixfe  irom  escape 
*****  the  troops  by  which  it  was  defended.  This  piao^ 
the  complele  aueceaa  of  whkh  would  materially 
have  dimtnMied  die  strength  of  the  vepubKean 
force;  was  in  part  rendered  abortive  by  a  niiscai- 
orialkNi  of  time.  The  cokunn  of  General  Moor^ 
consisting  of  seven  companies  of  the  53d  regi* 
ment^  led  by  Lieuteaa&t-coloncl  Abercromby,  lOO 
of  Malcolin*8  rangers^  and  60  of  Lowenstien's,  ad- 
vanced by  the  most  circuitous  route;  and,  mis- 
informed i>y  the  guides,  it  ieii  in,  an  hour  and  a 
half  sooner  than  it  had  expected,  with  the  ad- 
vanced picket  of  the  enemy,  who  were  thus  put 
upon  their  guard.  At  the  moment  when  they 
were  'discovered^  the  troops,  in  consequenee  of 
tiie  narrowness  of  tiie  road,  were  marching  in  single 
filesi  and  lo  iwlt  them  was  impossible*  In  this 
state  of  tUngpi  their  leader,  no  less  wisely  than 
bravely,  resolved  not  to  give  his  opponents  time 
to  recollect  dieoKselves,  blit  to  fall  on  them  with 
his  single  division.  The  spirit'  of  the  soldiers 
fully  justihed  the  gallant  resolution  of  their  com- 
inander«  Having  been  formed  as  speedily  as  the 
ruggednees  of  the  ground  would  admit  of,  they 
proceeded  to  the  assault.  The  republicans  made 
a  haid  distance,  but  it  was  an  unavailing  one, 
as  they  were  finally  driven  from  the  Mome  with 
considerable  ioss.  Nevertheless,  as  the  second 
cdunm  did  not  airive  till  the  contest  was  over^ 
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the  fugitives  sucoeoded  un  nuktiig  good  their  re- 
treat. In  this  sharp  service,  where  all  were  praise- 
worthy,  lieuteoant-coioDel  Ross  panicularly  dis- 
tiogdshed  bimself  by  his  inlsUigeDce  snd  zeal. 
On  the  following  day,  the  viciors  also  occupied 
lifome  J>ttchas8eaux,  which  is  situatMl  in  the  reer 
of  Mome  Fortone.   In  the  hope  of  obtMM^ 
some  advantage  to  cuunterbaiance  diis  misfortune, 
the  eneoBy,  on  the  1st  of  May,  made  a.brisk  alh 
taok  on  an  adraneed  post  of  greaadBers*  They 
were,  however^  repulsed  with  much  slaughter,  but 
not  tiU  fifty  men  on  ou^ovii  pan  had  been  slain 
or  woonded. 

At  the  south  side  of  the  base  of  Mome  For* 
tnne  the  enemy  had  eiscted  batteries,  which  pte- 
dnded  any  vessds  fiom  entering  into  the  bay  of 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  To  open  this  bay  to 
our  ftetetw#i  an  object  of  mncfa  inqKiftaaca,  as  at 
pfesent  il  was  neoessafy  to  conv^  the  artillery 
and  stoiies  from  a  great  distance,  which  could  not 
be  done  urithout  the  prBvious  labour  of  .opening 
roads  trough  an  almost 'fmpraetieable  eountry. 
It  waS|  therefore,  resolved  to  make  an  attempt 
on  tbfise  bal^eri^*  The  principal  a^k  was  to 
be  eoodueted  by  Major^^enml  Morsbead,  whose 
division,  in  two  columns,  was  ta  pass  the  river 
of  the  Gwid  .Cui  deSac)  tte.  ceinmn  of  the 
right  ^  OdoIs,  and  A9A\aS  the  left  at  tiie  point 
where  the  wateiis.  the  stream  are  discharged 
into  the  bay.    To  aecood.  this  force,  Brigadier- 
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general.Hope^  nigli€  €ff^^^M'  of  May, 

was  to  adntnoe  irom  Mdrtie  Cliabot,  with  350 
mBaiiai\}ilm^4M,rt^tikm^^  company  of 

tiift  ^fAsi'wa&fipAH  d^  ifldirolnili  corps ;  the 
>t)ho)e  being  supported  by  the  55th  regiment, 
ifbkhmBBifamd  B/b  femaiA'B.  -A jNirt  of  fbe' ' 
fqttttdboiiswav'Jikewiie'to  knd-  ks ''^asi^iice,  by 
I(a^piiig>  a  icannonade  oq  the  works  of  the 
««eivpiu,fic6Mitb«  time  attived  for  putting  tkisr 
plan '  itato  eiiMitl0*^ '  -  Mijor-geneitl  Mor Aead 
wa$  taken  ill,  and  the  comriMod  devolved  dpto 
Brig^dieiHS6tisnilu^erryai>  No  change^  tiSow- 
ev6r>  taok  place  is  li)e  amngemeMs^hidi-tMtd' 
bceu  ijormed.  v  i^f  *  i*'  -  ' 

.   .Aibdanief  dayi  tiN^di«iaioi»lm 
^eral  Hope  begB»M^4«D^}MMit^]3M 
siervioe,  i^  oorryiirg^ the  battery  Sech^,  which' was 
aifti^liodaHMmi^  df 
MomSbrtniHl. «  VhelMMMitits  softi^dWIhdtf 
iu.>tha^aasaiiit^xtbat  they  would  scar^ely  have  had' 
^ny  thiagrtoingiiMi^  M 
the  gaUttitiMoteinilitK^  '0n  the^ 

south  iiide  of  the  Morne^  and^at  the  extremity  of 
tediM  ofiAttadk,4!M(^^  ledllie  CO* 

kfiin  oA  the  teft,^^«iiedpKnmlf  master  of  die^^lkit- 
tery  Chapuis,  and^a$tal:^sbed  himself  tiiere. 
Had  the- teaittodtr^of yr^jffet^been  as  wdi 
executed,  the  parposed  objtet  would  have  been 
completely^  attained.  Unfortunately,  however, 
from  some  unexplained  caiMe,*the  division  ivhkii- 
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iHU  the  cxMtmkc^VtakMlkt^^  chap. 

was  entrusted  to  Brigadier-general  Perryn,  did 
mi  perform  its  aUoUed  pwl^«)9'fNk8fiii]g  the  iivec  '^^^ 
aliCooliu;  XWcQiiQeqitenoe  efdUa  MSyddfift  the 
victorious  cohimns  were  left  insolatedy  and-  vsmM 

^nemy  Mt.a.sikficicol  faliiuiQfr>apQii'4h«ri«M 

strength  to  incite  them  ^o^act.uitii  tlxer  recfuisite 
pnwnplittttte  nod  lugour. .  'jF«iii6iV)tibtr^o«ttr4a 
it  iKto  l»  fetira  befom  «  raM  ifa^  ttefiMlUi 

troops  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  balteries 

Ofiglntl  ;miinm»  Tbe'riiip*  'itt  the-  ««i»'.^&i8 

returned  to  tlieir  former  anchorage.  iiur  ijoss'Ofi 

very  few  were  aoHmg  the  Mnr  ^  •  -  • 

.  The  y  igi^  was  the  iole  posliio  the  neighbour^ 

tomillg  the  north  side  of  die  Oarenage^joid^oon-^ 

fOBit  TOif  appareildy  net  held^^inolte  llMtt  I 

IW^  SSPO  men ;  and  ag.  tiie  ^x^sseasion  of.  it  woald 

of  attack,  and  in  sofne  degnee  open  M^fainniiie 
C%i^i^e»  General  Aho^gfoio^y  ^re^dved  ito  en- 

d)e  iialT0w'iie6k4>y  iivteb  be  approneked 

.QOI0ma»d§4  by  three  of  the  batteries  on  * 
Mimff- Fjoctine^  the  attack  was  fixed  to  taU 
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GHAP<  plaos  oil  Jhe  mg^ctftte  ,17th  €lrM^  llril 
,«^v^  Slst  reghntnt,  as  Mag  the  nearest  at  hand,  was 
ohosen  for  this  purpose. 
'  At  the  outset  erery  thing  prottused  that  tfao  . 

result  would  be  favourable.  A  battery  of  three 
eighteen  pounders  was  cairied,  after  a  feeble  re- 
sifllaiioe,  mi  the  guns  w«re  spiked  and  tbiom 
over  the  precipice.  On  the  summit  of  the  hill^ 
however^  there  still  remaioeU  a  large  guo  and  a 
fiold  pioee^  fmn  »^hich  a  eoDttao^  fif»  mt  kept 
up  by  the  garrison.  The  British  troops  pushed 
forwaixi  ^  complete  their  work,  by  the  c^ture 
of  .these;  bnti  at^thia  critical  Buxnenly  tho'gwklo 
was  wounded,  and  they  were  in  consequence 
unable  to  discover  the  pelh  which  led  to  the 
where  the  enemy  were  posted*  >  A  pame,  of 

course,  ensued,  and  during  this  time,  such  was  the 
caroag^  made  by  thje  continued  volhes  of  |^po 
sbot^  that  UeotoHuit-ooloael  Hay  MB  andep  l|» 

necessity  of  ordering  the  regiment  to  retreat.  In 
kiUedy  .wftHwrieri  ,wnd  jnissing,  the  loss  was  scarcely 
less  than  ^00  men..    It.  would  ptobabfy  hw^ 

been  more  severe,  had  not  Lieutenant-colonel 

Mflcrionaki  ^adiranced  with  a.|k9rt  .Q£>the  greiiai>- 
dikrs,  to  cover  tfae  DBtmt 

These  checks  were,  no  doubt  exceedingly 
mortifyiagt  and  were  much  to  be  lamented^  as 
having  oocaooMKL  the  frintlesa  of  mon^ 
brave  soldiers.  They  did  not,  however,  interru[)t, 
nor  even  slack»i»  the  preparations  reducing 
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the  enem/s  mApcMoa  on  teMmn  vEortuM^  chat 

The  task  which  the  British  had  to  perform  was  w 
attended  with  no  small  difficulty.    The  caoiitiy 
hsdtf  wia  of  the  BRMtimeeenibtol^ 

of'  investment  was  ten  miles  in  extent,  all  the 
fottds  that  wm  neoeuarj  were  ^to  ha  nNid^  of 
cvriages  there  were  Mm,  boriei  mm  seinse^ 
and  the  republicans  had  been  industrious  in 
availing  themseives  of  aU  the  natttral^'Obiinalee  to 
our  progMs,  enl  in  orenting  as  tmu^  odien  as 
their  ingeneity  could  contrive.  Yet,  notmth* 
ftaiutiog^  Ihisy  dm  wmkB  iigaiM'  liie  Mono 
mm  pmM  fammtAmUk  mtsmaiM&g  dWgenois. 
It  was  from  the  ridge  of  Duehasseaux,  agaiiat 
thonortk  side  of  tkvmmmfB enteeudnuente,  itak 

The  first  parallel  was  coinf>leted  on  the  15tii 
o£  May,  and-  eiglMWfledev  of  ordnenee  were 
•IMBBa&ftam  tt^igaitisl'the  Monie.  In  the  coorse 
of  a  wedc  tbevecond  also  was  fiinshec^  and  every 
thing.ieaai«i  wedhiesg  -lo  eniaiDe^'kii^eta 
tetliUL  'Qi»itlie  morning  of  the  24th,  there- 
fore, the  27th  regiment,  led  by  Major-general 
Mooie^  atad  sajpftorted  by  d»  Mi  and  57di, 
ettecked  tJiO'  ilspublican  advanced  posts,  and 
soGceeded  in  eating  a  lodgement  on  two  pomts, 
ike  nmn^  of  irUeh  wtn  irittta  6m  ymdB  of  the 
fert»'  Tbe  enemy,  conscious  that  they  were  play- 
ing their  last  slake^  made  a  desperate  eibrt  to 
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"Ottjup.  regfuiL  ihflfe.gRNHKl.  Tiieb^^awrtioiii  were  uif^ 

ayaiKng:  They  wett  twice  repiilsed,  by  the  27  th, 
With  consideralji^e  loss.  ,  fie^j:e  lUgbt,  the  tnoops 

eaStiy.  isovarad,  tfacir  imiw»«BkfttioiM.  wm 

estabii$hedy  and  two  batteries,  each  of  them  for 
eight  piDcatl  of  artillery,  wei:Q  hiBgun»  for  the|pv» 

The  ^overnor  had  now  held  out  as  long  as 
prudencvi.vould  justify  hi»  cvaiataiice.  HeauMfl 
IB  oB^^veryt.tide  by  a  meh  isiparior  teep^lpd 

having  no  hope  of  relief,  it  would  not  have  been 
«oiirage-m  Uaiibttt  teummt^^ki^  ^  ma^the^iavl^ 
ef.n  aflsaalf; :  r Aa  mM^.^mtSote^  m:hm*t9Kmi 
that  the,  besiegers '^uM  not  be  driven  finoni'the 

IfdgemeniB.iviMdhstbcgr  l«diiaade»  ba  MtipM$aA 
a  suspension  joSyttm$t  wUcb  waa  gniatod  Ar,  only 
m  few  hours.  coafei^  «^  in.  terms 
tof 'eapkniatioai  iwiog»  agraaAr  -iipiiD^ .  Tivo  lAd^ 
sasMi  mch  fnaiehad  ool^'mi  1lieMlMit>f.  May, «» 
prisoners  of  war.  Nearly  a  huodbred  cannon 
■itdjDOrtala,!l«rgeii]iaDliiiaa  of  amminiitwip^wki 
stores,  and  10  vessels  of  different  sizes,  MV  inU^ 
•the  hands  of  the  besieging  army.  '  '  *  ' 
<  .  The  diiitealty  of  acteOfd^lMg  Una.  rnvMe 
has  already  been  mentioned.  It  would,  perhafJS, 
have  been  insuperable^  but  for  the  strenuous  as* 
aistenca  nMdi  nvas'afifoniad  tiy      iMvy.  Thfe 

ariiiierv  was  advanced  to  the  batteries  by  the  la- 
bour of  tiie  sailors  alone^  and.  oa  every  other  oc- 
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easioiiy  tiMir  c»-opeif«lioii  itec?darii«d  mi 

always  givea  to  ^  fullest  extent.  The  loss  of 
the  firitiah  vm^aattMaL .  ii  mi  1^ $ktmi0i 
600  mill,  in  kHkAwd  miiidi4'o6  vAmk  mw. 

ber  mose  tbao  the  comiDOQ  proportioa  coQsUted 
ofjoAosfS*  I-  c-  'v;  .  i  to  at 'Bf'c:  t.  .  - 
The  mmnder  of  Mmm  FortaneifMit  An  end 
to  ^«lg^iar  miiilary  x^perations  in  tlleco^my>o^  St« 
LaoMLr  It  didr!BaMiMmvf«tbi»«ntvitobdia 
dM|gWB*«Md:fiiti§iies  of  llie  vietor^^rwho  had  ^till 
semices  to  perform,  of  a  iiature  oot  less  toil^isme, 

mm  COmiptoted.  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  had, 
indeed>  been  succbssM  in/«pgcyeoteg  the  escajpe 

islandyiinit' there  ?^et  rcinained  at  liberty  many 
de^ieiale  (rhftWBtew/Twho.rorBaitebeH»B4 ;  padi'^. 
saii9.)ofi)the  renri^liGiiaiy  syitem^  «idsMlcri -fiuh' 
from, britig<dispoaedf*o  submit  torltefirhish  au* 
th^K^  flatlaiidixthMnMkBi  thatj^lheioumal  ^of* 
BimotmjfimdGbuil^^  ^wotMrnlaamNuly  timet 
enable  them  to  expdius  from  the  country*  In* 
capable  as  they  .waic»itf/iimUi^an]('«^^ 
effiKttc^^dwM  ^mm^-^mmlMen,  mmtsmed  to 
maiptai?)  a  war  of  peUy  but  iWearisouie  tuinoye 

^^butist^miJrimA  8ti«g^6ab'tefiiedT|ilaiii«p:'* 

were  the  causer<»f  eonsideraUe  moris^ity  among 
the  troops  by.Jce^pimg  them  incessaDtly  on  the 
alert  in  an  unbealtby  climate;  nor  was  it  till 
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aiAP.  9Sm  mmk  kbMMs  awHtioo»  Mid  the  lafMe  of 
sJUw  iivimi  moDtbfl,  duit      cotoAy  Mft  lU:  kai|tfa 

eostorcd  to  a  stale  of  tmnquillity. 

It  haa  bom  iMi»  in  tho  j^recedkig  cbapM*, 
diat,  at  the  cloie  of  1795,  the  Britkh  and  the 
republicaas  were  struggling  for  superiority  in  St. 
ytOQcef a  aid  Gcenda.  The  momuivie  auiat 
aow  go  back  ibr  a  wfail^  h|  order  te  Moake  die 
T^s^  ecquainteii  with  the  events  wbicb  occurred 
ift  thowi  iileodi^  pievieiisly  to  the  taidy  mivikl 
of  the  succours  from  England. 

In  Sjt.  YincentX  afi^  the  retreat  of  the  re* 
INMioiM  end  Chaiidhea.»  S^tinher,  *e  BiW 
tisb  troofis  advanced;  but  the  rainy  season, 
and  othfiH  causes^  prevented  then  ^khp  uoder* 
taldpg  e»y  tlm^  ef  as  importaal  iiift*a»  At 

tl^  opening  of  the  year  1796,  they  were  encamps 
fd^  under  Qri^ier^eneral  Stewart,  at  C^te« 
neiiie^  efti  )be^  bwlsie  oi  the.  Ctemte 

This  position,  though  otherwise  a  good  one,  is 
saMi)  to.te^e  had  the  seiioua  da&a  of  being  mucU 
t09  e^leniiveC^  the  nuaibmhjE.wiinli  it^ntta 

heldf  Be  this  as  it  may,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
after  having  at  various  times  made  feeble  attaclKs^ 

imbijUj  witlkeNueiP  oi  dhi^ring  thenteatert 

part,  the  cp^y,  ajt  length  ventured  on  a  decisive 
e^rU^  ,  Jt^ai^peacs  to  havte  bcett-  »  unpar* 
donaUerWaat  of  ripleeffff  diaphyed;  Iqr  tbe  Bri^ 

tish  on  this  occasion.  At  four  in  the  morninj, 
the  enemy,  glided  by.  two^  deaecter^  surprised 
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and  bayoneted  the  sentries  on  the  left  of  the  en-  chap. 

VI. 

campmenty  pushed  forward  undiscovered,  and  ^^v^! 
eurried  a  battery  which,  ftom  its  steepness  oh  all  ^^^^ 
sides,  was  supposed  to  be  nearly  inaccessible. 
The  first  notice  of  their  approach  was  the  leap*' 
ing  of  a  French  offiter  through  thd  eniibi^r^. 
Whife  General  Stewart  was  proceeding  to  rein-- 
force  the  lef^  dxey  impetuously  attacked  the 
ec^tttr  ihd  right  They  were  finaUy  snccmffal  otf 
every  side.  The  British  gave  way,  all  thSe  bat- 
teries were  taken,  and  die  general  had  no  re^ 
Mirccr  hot  to  r«^t  to  Ifiabbv,  wH^  ilH^f  Ibsi^  of^ 
his  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  baggage,' 
and  camp  eqmpB^  Notfaing:  in  fttet  wiu  mM; 
except  the  remnants  of  Ihe  foQtW'di^fflto.  TM 
killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  this  unfortunate 
dbk,  were  littie  ^ort  of  400  men;  M 
iNttr  dait),  ^v«titeeta  werfe  itfbiidlded,  among 
Whom  was  Brigadier-general  Sthitt,  who  distin- 
{Misbed  himself  grnttly,  and*,  llhdiigh  tmMie^ist&y 
hm,  dM  not  ratm^  f»oni  tfiEj  jSeM  \BI:  fiK^I^ 
shatteried  by  a  third  shot 

The  retreat  was  eflfected  wid£  sbmedttBcahy  ; 
Ae  enemy  banging  ohlbe  rear  aM  right,  and'cn* 
deavouring  to  intercept  the  march,  by  occupying 
die  diflSsrent  ridg^  whSeh  contimanded  the  hlj^ 
roM.  They  were,  fiowevei^,  checfed  by  th^  jtf- 
dicious  conduct  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Fuller,  wha 
had  luckily  ipoved  that  iliaorniog  fir6m  Bi^boa, 
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cmv*   towaids  the  scene  of  acUon.  witb  about  9,00 

VI.  ' 

men. 

1796»  After  having  halted  for  a  few  houis  at  Biabou, 
the  Biitiih  cootioued  their  retreat  to  KiogstOD, 
where  consternation  had  already  been  spread  by 
the  news  of.  their  disaster.  Major-general  Hun- 
ter DOW  fornid  it  necessary  to  abandon  all  the 
distant  posts,  and  concentrate  the  remaining 
.  ^oops^  for  the  defence  of  ^ii^ston  and  the  .  posi- 
tions around  it  .  He  most  even  have  juanxvwed 
his  exertions  still  more,  by  withdi-awing  into 
Fort  Charlptte^  had  not  £60  mm  of  the  S3d 
regiment  been  dispatched  to  him  from  Barbadoes^ 
as  soon  as  information  of  the  recent  misfortune 

« 

was  receiTed  in  that  island. .  .  . 

In  iUa  pamM  emergency,  the 'colonists  them- 
selves manifested  a  spirit  which  was  highly 
faoaourable  to  them«  Speedily  sliaidog  off  those 
fwn  whidi  had  .natm^Uy  beoi  eieited  by  the 
recent  event,  they  took  such  measures  as  pru- 
4aace  dictate  fcff  the  jwfety  of  the  cpkmy.  liberal 
bounties  and  otter  encouragements  were,  offsied 
to  all  vduuteers  who  would  promptly  take  up 
armsy.  and  these  oflSeurs.vere  well  seconded  by  the 
strenuous  personal  exertions  of  the  pcincipal  pro- 
prietors. By  this  means  several  iiundred  voiun- 
tvers  were  npidly  raiaed  and  embodied;  and 
fhis  defensive  force  was  increased  liy  the  junction 
uf  all  that  rejuiiaioed  of  tiic  southerti  regiment  oi' 
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militia,  tbe  indiTidtmls  of  which,  harassed-aslihey  chap. 
had  so  long  been,  now  once  more  willingly  came  t^v^ 
forward  at  tbe  call  which  was  made  on  them*  ■ 

The  next  actioD  which  eMued  had  not^  a 
favourable  result  for  the  enemy.  On  the  fiOth 
of  January,  before  day  breaii,  a  corps  oC  850  ^ 
men,  led  by  Lieutenant-colond  Prevost,  endea- 
voured to  surprise  a  post  whence  the  enemy, 
with  tbe  mortars  which  they  had  taken  at  Co- 
lonarie^  annoyed  our  position  at  MiBer^s  ridge. 
The  republicans  were,  however,  too  strong  to  be 
dislodged,  and  our  troops,  their  commandeir 
having  been  twice  wounded,  were  oUiged  to  fall 
back  to  their  works  upon  the  ridge.  Encouraged 
by  this  slight  success,  the  enemy  in  Aeirctum  be- 
came the  assailants.  At  day  breaic.diefidfanced 
against  the  post  on  Millar*s  ridge,  and  continued 
their  attacks  with  great  violenne  till  nightkU, 
when,  having  been  twice  failed  in  assaulting  the 
redoubt,  they  returned  to  their  former  position. 
The  number  of  their  killed  and  wounded  was  not 
known ;  on  our  side  it  was  nearly  60  men. 

In  proportion  as  the  transports,  which  had 
braved  the  hurricane,  reached  the  West  Indies, 
small  reinforcementSs'wei^  sent  to  St.  Vincent's, 
which  enabled  General  Hunter  to  prevent  Ihe  re- 
publicans from  acoomi^isfainf  afl^ftfiafterevMj- 
chief.  The  British  801  kept  their  poehiott  on 
Millar's  ridge^  and  their  opponents  were  posted 
on  a  chain  of  heights^  almost  inaccessible,  at 
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•qu^?.  ftbOQt  two  jQuks  diiti^ciqe*   la  this  situatioo  of 
•duim shm cnooiiiiten soiii6diiies occucred.  but 

nothing  was  undertaken  on  either  side  that  could 
j)e  productive  of  any  decisive  ejects.  The  ra- 
publicaivvereiiiclnied  lohtvband  their  moarces^ 
Its  they  knew  that  they  should  shortly  stand  in 
pf  all  their  fttreogth  to  keep  their  ground; 
fCI^  tbfi  BritiBh  did  not  thin^  it  politic  to  ran  any 
risks  for  an  object  which  an  overwhelming  supe- 
riority of  force  would  «ooo  put  it  in  their  power 
to  fttaio  without  any  hazardoiis  exertioo.  For 
some  months,  therefore,  both  parlies  rested  on 
their  arius,  aod  waited  the  course  which  would 
;he  piiasa  by  events  in  other  quarters* 

In  Grenada,  meanwhile,  the  republicans  and 
r^l)eU  had  suU  less  cause  for  exultatioa  th^ 
fbw  friends  in  StVioceiifs*  <They  were  suc- 
cessful in  only  one  instance,  and  their  success 
of  short  duration.  Having  contrived  to  cut 
off  tbe  sippply  of  water  from  Pilot  Hill,  they 
obliged  Major  Wriglit  to  abandon  that  post,  on 
the  $6ih  of  Febraaiy,  9nd  retreat  to  Sauteur. 
Sir  Ralph  Ahercromby,  however,  op  his  arrival 
at  Barbadoes,  immediately  turned  his  attention 
to  Gienada,  |o  which  colony  he  dispatched 
M&jor-geneial  Nicolls,  with  detachments  from 
the  8th  and  63d  r^oient^  and  a  part  of  the  3d 
or  9^  spccpur  w^  landed  on  the  l}3d 
of  jybrpbj  w4  ^(9  Icfuipr  lost  not  a  mom^t  in 
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brtfig^Qg  it  iQlo  the  fidiL  Oa  lh»Mtoiiki§dqfv 
he  ftttocked  Ilia  almig  postlm  of  fht  MiMy  at  s^^^ 
Port  Rojal,  The  ooateit  was  long  and  obsti- 
mta^  and.our  troops  ftiig^k  udder  peeuliar 
advantages.  la  the  'hM  of  die  aetion  a  fire 
broke  out  ia  their  rear,  nigh  the  deposit  of 
atores^  aodi  bsfore  this  daoger  waa  Mrte^  two 
French  schooners  cast  anchor  m  Marquis  Bay, 
within  shot  of  the  lepuhikan  entrenchments. 
At  the  critical  moment  wim  the  hostile  msab 

entered  the  bay,  General  Ni colls  ordered  a 
vigorous  assault  on  the  post;  and  his  orders 
were  eiecated  with  so  anoch  spM«  Ibat,  aAsr 
having  been  repulsed  in  one  trial,  the  troops  at 
length  gained  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  drove  the 
repuhlieans  into  thrir  redoobt,  ^  sGfambtod  in 
after  tlicm,  through  the  embrasures.  The  rout 
of  the  enemy  was  now  complete*  Some  of  tiiem 
threw  themsdres  down  the  preeipiets,  and  Ae^ 
remainder  were  so  hotly  pursued,  that  very  few 
of  them  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape.  The 
resuh  of  this  gallant  otladc  was  not  ontf  the 
possession  of  Port  Royal,  but  also  of  Pilot  Hil)^ 
which  was  instantly  evacuated  by  tke  diepiritedf 
foe.  Onr  loss  was  not  meonrideraUe ;  as  H 
consL^ted,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  1 10  r^- 
lan^  and  40  irf  the  colonial  tfoops. 

'  Aflairs  were  thus  ritoated  in^  the  two  isiafide 
when  the  &m  of  St.  Lucia  enabled  Sir  Ralph 
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C3IAP,   Abercroml^  to  undertake  the  task  of  patting  aii' 
end  to  the  ravages  4if  the  enemy .   In  little  more 

-  '^'^  tlian  a  week  all  the  needful  arrangements  were 
made,  and  the  troofis  and  artillery  were  em« 
barked.  The  whole  was  ready  to  sail  on  the  3d 
of  June.  Kingston  Bay  was  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous appwted  for  the  division  which  was  to 
set  in  St»  Vincent's ;  Cariafon,  one  of  the  Gre- 
nadines, was  that  of  the  force  intended  for 
Granada.  The  deBveranoe  ol  Grenada  wasr^n* 
trastad  to  Major-general  Nicolls,  who  met  the 
commander-in-chie^  at  Cariaeou^  in  order  to 
concert  the  plan  of  opesations. 

The  troops  disembarked  in  St.  Vincent's  on 
the  evening  of  the  8th  of  June-  They  were  put 
in  meCioo  on  the  following  day,  and  before  night 
Aey  had  reached  their  respective  points  of  attack^j 
opposite  to  which  they  were  halted  tiU  the  mom^ 
ing.  Having^  early  on  tibe  lOtb,  turned  the 
flank  of  the  enemy,  the  British  general  then 
opened  a  fire,  at  600  yards  distance,  from  four' 
eannon.and  two  howitzers,  against  the  Old  Vigie, 
which  was  strongly  entrenched.  This  cannonade 
was  ineflfectually  continued  for  several  hours. 
At  last»  as  the  decline  of  day  was  approaching, 
it  became  necessary  to  order  an  assault.  It  was 
executed  by  a  part  of  the  4Sd  regiment,  the' 
finffs,  ftqd  the  York  and  Island  Rangers,  led  by 
Major-general  Morshead,  who  had  volunteered 
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lit  ail  earlj  hcwr '  to  perf;H!n  this  861^      The  chaf. 
troops  fell  on  with  such  determined  hmwerj^  iiist 

tbey  drove  the  republicans  from  three  redoubts  ia  **** 
mceasioD»  and  forced  them  ,to  take  refugoiik  the 
New  Vigie,  which  was  their  principal  post.  As 
the  retreat  of  the  garrison  was  now  entirely  cut 
off,  ^  oommandar,  Genaral  Mariideri  desi  led  to 
capitulate;  and  the  700  men  under  his  orders 
accordingly  laid  down  their  arms,  as  prisoners 
irfwar.  Two  hundred  men,  killed  m  woonded, 
of  whom  not  more  than  forty  were  among  the 
sUun,  was  the  pricaiof  this  success. 

Thoui^  the  regahr/ military  Am  of  the 
enemy  had  thus  surrendered,  the  work  of  re- 
storing the  island  to  a  state  of  perfect  security 
was  not  yet  completed.  The  Charaibes  had  es- 
caped previously  to  the  assault,  and  there  still 
remained  also  many  scattered  bands  of  republi- 
cans in  the  nncaltivated  and  momitainoiis  parts 
of  the  country.  By  these  fugitives  a  marauding 
and  bush-fighting  war  was  kept  up  for  afew  months 
longer.  Major-general  Hunter  was,  however, 
'  so  indefatigable  in  his  exertions,  and  tempered 
his  vigour  so  wdl  with  humanity,  that  he  «t 
length  succeaded  in  putting  an  end  to  the  dtm- 
test.  Before  the  close  of  November,  the  Cha- 
raibes and  their  allies  had  all  submitted,  on  the 
terms  effered  to  them  by  the  British  commander. 
The  Charaibes,  including  women  and  children. 
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fif^,  mm  ia  number  nwrly  41000;  wd  Ibe  whites 
mad  p0Ofd^  of  solcMir  •monntod  to  mreeiy  Im 

^'^^  than  1000.  As,  after  what  had  passed,  it  was 
nujdi  to  to  ieated  that  the  cdooists  could  never 
Af^in  rely  upoa  Om  fidelity  of  HHair  uociviliwd 

neighbours,  it  was  finally  resolved  to  reoiove  the 

CbMwUMe  from  the  coloBy»  wbA  tbey  weie^  ki 
ceMiqiMce)  ooBveyed  iridi  Ihsir  Imiliti  to  tho 

Island  of  Kaitan,  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras;  a 
rittiaftai  vamarkably .  iieaithy»  wkh  exeeUe^l 
iMler  and  a  ferUlo  aoil,  producing  in  spontaneoiie 
abundance  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life* 

Gvenada  was  msued  fyqta  ibeeaeoiy  wi^  stiU 
nioieftciUtytlMUiStVuum^i.  Onlholiindingof 
Meyor-generai  Nicoll&&  division,  which  wasdiseoi- 
twked  afc  Palmisief  on  tboStb  of  Jvm,  Captua 
JoMey,  the  leader  of  the  rspubUcati  troops,  seeing 
that  resistance  must  be  unavaiiiBgy  surrendered 
ivitb  hi»  eotfpib  iff  priaeneis  of  war,  and  |b|ui$  the 
British  gamed  possession  of  the  posts  of  Sfobo- 
nii^  Dalincourt,  and  Gouyave.  Fedpn^  how* 
evoTi  who  did  not  dero  to  expeet  any  mercyt  was 
detenniaid  to  hoM  out  to  the  knt  extwmity; 
and  with  this  view  he  retired,  at  the  head  of 
ahottt  dOG  vm$  to  two  aHoiigaiid  indeed  ainiost 
unapproachable  poskions,  called  Mome  Quaqoo 
1^  Ache's  Cawpi  ia  the  mountains  of  the  inte- 
rioi»  la  lium  imiMB  he  did  not  despair  of 
hmf  iMo  to  tire  out  his  yomers^  Butmthii 
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he  deluded  bimsdf  with  vf^a  boj^p  GeMc^  cvap. 
moplU  did  not  giye  torn  tiw  |o  (diw  a^y  #r 
diUonal  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  ti  oops.  On 
^  18th  of  Juo«,  di^p^tched  iigaio9t  him,  fron^ 
opposite  quartfffB^  two  divi^ioo^  nmfler  Brigpuiiorr 
general  Campbell  »nd  Count  d'Heillemer,  which 
were  assisted  by  the  advance  of  two  8a{9jy|fi|r 
,  corpa  on  other  points.  Tho  dispoririow  were 

so  admirably  carried  into  effect,  that  the  whcdc 
fif  the  enemys  ppsts  fell  into  our  hands,  nei^ljf 
ft  the  same  tnopient,  and  ndth  trifling  diftqd^. 
Many  of  the  blacks  were  slain  upon  the  spot, 
and  the.  remainder  ^erQ  promptly  hunted  dowfi 
in  the  woods  by  detachments  of  fhe  mUitarf. 

No  quarter  was  given  to  ihtse  ruffians,  nor  was 
4ny  deserved  by  them,  their  last  efibrts  ^ing 
been  marked  by  a  foul  apd  wanton  mmder. 

When  they  saw  that  their  position  at  Morne 
Qiiaquo,  which  they  had  xe^i^de^  fts  impr^gjuar 
ble,  was  on  the  eve  of  being  foroed,  they  1^ 
out  twenty  white  prisoners,  stripped  them,  tied 
th^r  hand^  behind  them*  and  put  th^  to  ^tefkth* 
It  was  impossible^  after  haviqg  witness^  tUs 
act  of  baseness  and  cruelty,  that  any  ihiug  shpr( 
of  their  ext^rminatioo  should  flyatisfy  thf  yic^fi. 
What  was  the  fate  of  Fedoo  wfs  never  certainly 
known ;  but  as  a  canoe^  with  a  compass  b^lQq^- 
ii^  to  him  nailed  to  the  bottom  of  it»  taufA 
overset  at  some  distance  from  the  island,  it  waa 
generally  believed  that  be  had  b^  drow^ 
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CBAP,  while  eDdeavoorbg  to  make  his  escape.  To  se- 

'  N^v^  C"^^  ^  starving  stragglers.  inJ  to  r;\ccute 
jusUce  on  the  captured  rebels,  was  all  that  the 
colonists  Qow  had  to  do,  and  this  we  may 
assured  was  no  less  cheerfully  tlian  it  i  <  ef- 
fectually done,  before  the  termination  of  the 
y«ar. 

In  only  one  instance,  during  this  campaign, 
did  Victor  H^gucs  undertake  any  operation 
•giinftt'our  colonies,  and  in  that  one  instance 
both  the  design  and  the  execution  were  such  as 
to  load  his  character  with  additional  disgrace. 
Whether  he  had  received  any  offence  from  the 
Anguillans,  or  whether  he  was  prompted  by  the 
mere  abstract  love  of  mischief^  does  not  appear ; 
but,  late  in  November,  he  dispatched  300  of 
his  best  soldiers  in  two  ships  of  war  and  several 
small  craft,  for  the*  purpose  of  reducing  the  petty 
and  unguarded  island  of  Anguilla,  which  is  the 
most  northerly  colony  of  the  Charaibean  group. 
Nothing  less  than  the  extermination  of  the  in- 
hiMtants  is  said  to  have  been  intended  by  Victor 
Hugues.  The  invaders  found  no  diificulty  what* 
ever  in  making  good  their  landing;  and  they' 
seem  to  have  been  quite  worthy  of  the  mission 
on  which  they  were  sent.  They  seized  on  ail 
private  property,  not  leaving  unplundered  so 
Riuch  as  the  wearing  apparel  of  females,  they  set 
the  town  on  fire,  and  bayoneted  and  burnt  in 
their  houses  several  defenceless  individuals,  and 
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even  chUdren,  and  wece  prqpariiig  ta-CMrry  their  ciiAt* 
orders  into  complete  effect  when  they  were  v^^w 

alarmed  by  the  intelligence,  that  a  British  force 
was  approaching.    An.  express  boat  with  the 
news  froni  Anguilla  had  fortunately  reached  St 
kitt*s«  just  as  Captain  Barton,  in  tiie  Lapwing 
S8  guns»  was  entering  the  harbour  of  Basse 
Terre.    Captain  Barton  immediately  sailed  to 
the  relief  of  the  terrified  colonists.   Tiie  windj 
however,  being  agunst  Urn,  he  could  not  eome 
up  in  time  to  prevent  the  French  from  reimbark- 
ing,  which  they  did  on  the  night  of  the  id6.th.  It 
would  have  been  a  mortifying  circumstance  had 
these  dastardly  marauders  escaped  the  punish* 
ment  which  they  deserved*   Luckily  they  did 
not  On  the  following  monung  they  were  fallen 
in  with  by  the  Lapwing,  and  a  sharp  engagement 
ensued.   After  an  action  of  an  hour^  the  Vaii- 
mt,  of  four  guns,  manned  by  135  sailors  and  loU 
diers,  ran  on  shore  upon  the  island  of  St.  Martin  s, 
and  was  destroyed ;  most  of  her  crew  perished  in 
attempting  to  swim  on  shore*  The  Decius,  of 
26  guns,  held  out  for  half  an  hour  longer,  and  then 
struck,   bhe  was  so  crowded  with  troops,  that 
she  sustained  the  terrible  loss  of  80  killed  and 
40  wounded^  and  was  in  such  a  shattered  state,  • 
that  on  the  appearance  of  two  large  French 
frigatesy  Captain  Barton  deemed  it  prudent  to 
take  out  his  prisoners,  and  set  her  on  lire. 

Three  other  naval  encounters  took  place  this 


Digitized  by  Goo^^Ic 


7d  Utirom  OP  THB 

CHAP.  yeafJii'idfbf^Mellft^  British  cMcmdis^^ 
w  SO  thuch  grtflantry,  when  opposed  to  a  far  stronger 
ebi6my,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  iojus* 
tUat  to  i^asflf  them  o^er  in  silenee.  The  first 
of  these  happened  in  July,  between  L'Aima- 
h66  of  ganiTy  Captain  Maipwuing,  and  La 
lfenij^of4tf  gans.  The  latter  v^sssel  wdscfaas^d 
fcf  several  hours,  but,  after  having  been  for  a 
short  tiihe  brodght  to  cloi^  flgbt^  she  at  length 
mAte;  €^ape.  THfe  next  was  fought  in 
August,  off  Basseterre,  Guadaloupe,  between  the 
iimat&&  c(i  Ckptain  Otway»  arid  the 

^mgfMite  of  ^(^  guns,  ft  lasted  half  an  hour, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  Vengeance  was  so 
rbt^My  handled  drnt  she  was  obliged  to  be  towed^ 
under'  the  shelter  of  the  batteriesi,  closely  followedf 
by  her  antagonist,  who  did  not  desist  till  the' 
<^tetoiMb  di^M*  the  stkore  rendered  it  impossi- 
feWr  to  advance  atiy  further.  Thte  Merma:id  then 
lay  to;  with  her  topsaiTs  to'  the  mast,  out  of 
t^xti  of  ^  batter!;^,  firritaled  by  this  humili- 
ating^ spectacle,  Victor  Hugues,  who  had  been  a 
witness  of  the  engagement,  re-inforced  the  Ven- 
^yUnca'  With  thte6  boats  full  of  men,  and  gaive 
peremptory  orders  to  her  captain  to  go  out, 
ffild  sink  or  bring  in  that  corvette;"  for  so,  from 
ttr  stntllnes£^»  he  cotltemptuously  di^hoibidated' 
'  the  British  ship.  The  attempt  was  made,  biit 
Captain  Otway  and  his  brave  crew  gave  the  re- 
pnbliciin  so  watni  d  reception,  thitt  he  was 
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guns  of  ibe  forts ;  having,  however,  lost  in  this 
imef  trial  of  strttgtb  and  tiourage  nearly  40 
itm.  The  third  kwtaUce  aK>lded  «  itiR  more 
fltriking  proof  of  our  maritime  superiority.  This 
contest  occurred^  on  the  fkSd  of  September^  niear 
IMM»da»  between  tfaa  Pelicatt  brig,  of  18  guns 
and  96  men.  Captain  Searle,  and  the  Medea 
n«nck  fHg^te,  of  40  gmis  atid^  doa  ineoL  The 
gMi  disparity  of  Ibree  uduc^df  €tfptiitfiy  Searfe 
at  iirst  to  decline  the  combat;  but,  finding  that 
the  Medea  had  so  mueb  tiie  advantage  in  point 
of  swiftness  that  she  was  gaining  fast  upon  him, 
he  shortened  sail,  and  determined  at  least  to 
make  the  republicans  parchaae  his  vessd  «t  as 
dear  a  rate  as  possible.  Safely  and  honour  were 
the  reward  of  his  courageous  resolution.  After 
the  action  had  ccatiniied  within,  musket  ahotibr 

an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  into  confusion,  and  then 
made  off  to  the  northward  under  a  press  of  sail, 
leaving  the  Pelican  too  much  iqjured  in  her  sails 
and  rigging  to  admit  of  a  pursuit. 

By  this  campaign  the  reputation  of  tiie 
British  arms  was  in  a  consideiBaUe  degree  re- 
trieved. Though  all  was  not  accomplished  tliat  , 
had  origuiaiiy  been  hoped  for,  much  was  un- 
doubtedly done,  and  no  disaster  nor  disgrace  was 
sustained.  One  of  the  French  eolonies  was  rc- 
cooqueredf  two  of  our  own  were  cleared  from 
the  enemy)  all  were  efficiently  protcctedi  and  tlie 
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risipg  settlements  of  Demarara  and  Essequibo 
were  reduced  under  our  authority.  That  mom 
was  not  achieved,  must  not  be  attributed  to  those 
who  commanded  in  the  West  Indies^  of  whom 
no  one  doubted  the  zeal  and  talent ;  but  to  those 
who  ruled  at  home,  and  who,  from  whatever 
cause,  failed  in  providing  our  military  leaders 
with  that  plenitude  of  resources  which  was  indis- 

pcnsably  necessary  to  complete  the  great  work 
of  wresting  irom  our  enemies  all  their  colonial 
possessions. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Capture  of  the  hland  of  Trinidad. — Attempt 
upon  Fcrto  Rico*^Its  /ailure.^FruUiess  at^ 
tack  of  the  Spmmrds  upon  EssequiBo.-^JYeO' 
sonable  pht  discovered  in  Dominica,— Oppa- 
sUion  of  the  Islands  to  a  plan  for  rming 
Black  Regiments, — Abortwe  attempt  of  the 
Spaniards  against  Honduras, — Capture  of 
Surinam;  of  Curdfoa;  of  St.Barthokma^^ 
St,  Martin,  St.Johnt  St.  Thomas  and 'Santa 
Cruz  ;  of  St.  Eustatia  and  Saba, — Conclusion 
of  the  War. 

.  t  •  ♦  • 

With  the  year  1796  terminated  the  British 
schemes  of  conquest  agaiosfe  tbe  western  coio- 
niis  isS  Fnusce.  Ghiadiloupe  and  Cayenne, 
which  were  in  fact  the  only  two  of  any  conse- 
quence that  Ibe  republic  possessed,  were  allowed 
to  remaia  hencefcrtfa  uiunotested  by  wartiite 
operations.  A  new  enemy  had  started  up,  and 
against  that  enemy  our  exertions,  in  the  cam- 
paign ci  1797 f  wiere  entirely  directed.  Spain, 
recently  the  firiend  of  England,  was  now  become 
Ibe  a)ly  or  rather  the  tool  of  the  French  repub^ 
lie,  she'  bad  commenced  faoMifilaes  on  the  ffio^ 
siest  pretexts,  and  the  British  cabinet,  Uiereiore, 
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CHAP,   resolved  that  she  sihcMikl  -be  made  to  f$y  the 

pena%  of  her  impolitic  connexion  with  our  in* 
1797.    veterate  enemy. 

The  island  of  Tmided,  jo  the  gplph  of  Paria, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  continent,  was  the 
object  which  the  ministers  marked  out  for 
attack.  Independendy  of  the  m^gmtode  and 
fertility  of  the  island,  which  were  sufficient 
molivea  for  end^vouring  to  bring  it  under  onr 
dominiony  it  is  probable  that  its  proximity  to 
the  main  land,  which  affords  abundant  facility 
to  a  TaJu^e  commemal  imercoi^s^  was  a 
itroqg  4ndiicemcnl;  for  -tindertaking  this  enter- 
priiw.    An  opportuni^  was  also  offered  of 
9trikiBg«;a  blow  <at  the  *Spamih  navy;  there 
being  at  tbi^moment^  in  th^  bay  of  Shagarenms, 
a  squadron,  under  Admiral  Apodaca,  consisting 

^f  afaiee  wami^m  g«i  4iipBf  oae  akip  of 

eighty  gund,  and  a^  thirty-HMK  gun  frigalti'  As 
the  admiral  vi^4ii^expecta.tiott  of  iheipg  atucked, 
be  faad^«miieA4iiB  irwefew-a  lim^  aod  eMod 
for  their  protection  batteries  of  twenty  *camon 
aivi'4br6e  nuurtara,  the rsiaaU  island  of  Gas- 
:fiir  Giaad^  wbich  oneciw  Ao  ttitiiMe  the 
bay. 

.  Jtiaving  o^ected  the  requisite  fffW^kom  tiie 
.ippaoia  '4daBd9>  .Sir  RiAph  iybertrembgrmtei 
from  Fort  Royal  Bay.    On  the  evening  of  the 
wieentharf  IclMwy,  the  «quadroOy  which  was 
commaDded  by  iidoiiral  Uenrej^  Mriipd.  ito 
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ii  in  such  a  position  as  to  reader  it  impOSsiUe 
£Q)r  the  .anfABy'ft  fleet  to  escape.  J&vafy  tbiog 
was  now  got  ready  for-  dUtewhafking'  Ifao  tioopa 
<Hi  the  foUowii;^  morniogp  wbea.a  simulLaneous 
itfMlk  ^m.wl^6^Mif  la  .be  i|iiA9,jhi>qii-4i9^  tov9 

and  ^  y^m^*  The  Sf>aiii»rd«it  however,  di4 
UQt  think  ii  ^rudeot. to  \m%  tbe  aa^ditated  (4ow. 
Abdnltjtlro  ioillia  jnwmg^  sfaHM  .wane  leen 
burstiag  forth  frooi  thfir  iriops ;  and  the  eonftr- 
glftiidP  JTAg^  .HTAtb  $UGb  &M}t9  that  ocdy.o&e  of 
tbe.iiiiiabpr»:a  aaaan^MiMNiiiMild  bMiivad.fraMO 

destsudion.  At  the  same  time,  the  enemy  eva- 
«ts^lad^firaspar..GfaiKic^.QLwlM^  a^party  the 
tMen'a  rigiiiMlUJiik  pDfiaNioa.jil  dam>  No 

composition  was  made  to  the  landing  of  tlie  army, 
whkh  waj».  etitelcdi^iia  .tto  caorae  of  the  .74ajr» 
aboai^giaa'^itlaa.te  imf  waid toC  ttia^dM». 

By  lyght^fall,  the  BritUb  w^e^i»aster<$  9^  Puerto 
dliBiMBfttBMi  ka  fwiib'fcMHriiaaff'^"  lAfe^feft^Qj^* 
cipiiaM  06  t«iotftffiaiof.aMiiH  ennwayiiitt  ff 

theoaauiiig.day,  Dimi:Josaph^>C^ 

whole  of  the  island.  Two  tbmsand  twoihaiidvid 
4iaval  and  military  ,  troopi.  laid  40^n  liieir  arms, 

mAiilmiiKm^fmmitm  laf,  v«i;i.i«a  iaMlilia»  of 

theing  Jent  to  Spain,  as  sodn  as  trdns|»ort»<uiidd 
Ae^  provided  ^r  icanvc^ea.  Noai^  ^ 
-hniwllili  pjawa^BaBtMarir^  afld  all  ntamdaiire  of 

amt^uiiHtiun  and  stoses,  vvt^it^  givei^  up  t$>  the 
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cuMv   victors.   The  conquest  mm  atmbil  a  Uoodless 

s^s^  one  ;  Lieutenant  Villeneuve,  of  the  eighth  regi- 
meaty  who  died  sbortly  alter,  beiog  the  only  per- 
son- who  received  a  wound. 

Not  60  fortunate  was  the  next  expedition  which 
was  undertaken  by  the  British.  Turning  their 
views  from  the  Sooth  American  extrenAty«ta 
the  center  of  that  immense  chain  of  islands  which 
encircles  the  Charibean  Sea  and  the  Gulph  of 
Mexico,  they  singled  out  the'  colony  of  Puerlo 
Rtco,  as  the  second  object  of  attack.  Tiiat  island* 
^  fourth  of  the  chain  in  point  of  m»,  is  tetHe. 
contained  «ven  then  a  population  of  nesrly  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  souls,  and,  under  au 
Wlif^ttened  goveriunentp  mig^t  be  raieed  to  an 
eminent  rank  in  the  cdomial  scale*  Indepen* 
dentiy  of  this  consideration,  there  was  aaother 
strong  reason  fer  maUng.  an-  effort  to-  itdaee  it. 
The  swarm  of  privateers,  which  found  a  shelter 
in  its  ports,  severely  annoyed  the  navigation  from 
the-Windwoidtothe  Leeward  Islands end  this 
circumstance  had  more  than  once  induced  the 
planters  to  recommend  that,  the  mnniiesf  (d  it 
rimokl  be  attempted.  • 

The  first  blow  of  the  invading  force  was  de- 
si^MKl  to-be  struck  agsinst  the  ci^  of. San  JiiaB, 
the  capital,  the  fall  of  wMeh,  itwasJiofnd,  wonU 
ensure  the  submission  of  the  colony.  The  city 
<^  San  Juan  is  strong  sitQatad,  and. itfrfoctifi- 
cations^  wWcfa  were  eooilnicted  in  1765  by  the 
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CocNit  O'Bctttyl  rendnr  it  nearly  if  not  quite  cuukp. 

equal  in  artiiicial  strength  to  tbe  llavannah  or 
Carthagena.  It  is  buiii  on  a  small  island,  wbici) 
it  almost  fills;  betwmi  this  and  tbe  main  land 
is  a  harbour,  tlie  two  entrances  of  wiiich  are* 
goarded  by  forts.  The  western  entranee^  or 
mtnute  of  the  port,  is  cofered  by  the  Moio 
castle,  and  by  a  fort  called  Canuelo,  the  latlmr 
of  whieh  is  constructed  oo  an  insulated  rock, 
Tbe  eastern  eDtrmce  is  narrower,  and  here  the 
island  is  connected  with  the  main  land  by  a 
fafidge;  bat  all  access  is  rendered  diSenlt  by  the 
fcrmideble  ferts  and  lines  of  Sen  Cfaristoval,  San 
Genmimo,  and  San  Antonio.  The  city  itself  is 
«bo  dcfcwded  on  all  odes  by  ramparts  and  by 
nmnerotts  small  forts;  and  on  the  seaward  side 
it  has  the  additional  ^protection  of  a  rocky  reef^ 
whiefa  precludes  approadi.  Tbe  furison  con* 
sisted  of  several  thousand  Spaniards,  and  three 
hundred  French.  The  force  which  could  be 
metCKd  in  tbe  whole  of  the  iabuMi  isli  iitde 
short  of  sixteen  thousand  men. 

AgmBl  a^  town  thus  iortihed  and  garriso^edi 
the  armament  which  was  dispatched  xnustvun^ 

doubtedly  be  considered  as  inadequate.  The 
tCQops  consisted  of  only  three  thousand  meni^md 
a  body  «f  Uaek  pioneers.  It  has  been  insinu- 
ated, that  the  British  commander  expected  to 
&xl  amiliaries  wi^no  tbe  place,  and  the  small- 
ness  of  bis  army  g^fts  prohnbility  to  this  idea  *, 
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CHAP,   yet,  even^tb^^  itms  iin|MllMe  tOiMdertate  lU 

ehterprise  with  such  scanty  nuoibers  as  were  nol 
only  iaebmpeleiit  lo  fMrevpOMr  miitiUMMy  kml^ 
^  itl^  HistifBeient  to  hiepim  irith  oonfideiioe  lim 
secret  friends  of  the  invadef.  ' 

Tbewny;  ednudaiided  by  Sir  lUlpk  Abocw 
cromby,  quitted  Mttitimco  on  the  eighth  Uf 
April,  and,  after  a  delay  of  some  days  at 
Chrifltop^hei^^  for  the  purpose  of  procui^  iriloU 

and  guides,  the  fleet  reached  Pneito  Rico  on  the 
seventeenth,  and  anchored      Cangrejos  poin^ 
aboni:  dtte6  liBagoeir  f6  Ufe  6iit#aRl  of  die  town. 
Aij'the  reef  of  rocks,  uhich  has  already  been 
ificaitloned,  stretches  along  the  greatest  part  of 
the-  toithcHi  toUsly  il  was  with  muek  diffculcy 
that  a  narrow  passage  was  discovered.  The 
Fury  and  Beaver  stoops  and  the  tight  vesaeU 
passed  through  this  chamiel,  aa  the  fcUowing 
morning,  sind  the  troops  were  disembarked.  A 
detacbment  of^lwo  ^hundred  of  the  ^nemy^-^ho 
had  ectoceded  fheinselv^  m  the  beriies,  made  a 
trlffing  aifd  fruitless  opposition,  and  then  fled  ; 
leavhig  behind^them  fiHir  pieees^of artitleiy*  The 
ai^,  1ft  ^^tffWfloOfi,  took  up  a  posMM, 
fronting  the  east  end  of  the  isle  of  San  Juan; 
hk  H^t  ^Kig  t6  Ae  sesi  and  -itst  left  to  the 
)a|eo#4#  MhMtt  Bebo,  ^fhM»<  extends  from<  the 
harbour  a  considerable  distance  into  the  country. 
Ihe  ^M'^ftmtU^  vfm  fitted  at  iUb  epheopal 
|3Klace  df  Cangrejos,  which  stands  on  a  rising 
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^ting  up  the  cannon,  and  constructing  tlie  baU 
Micft.  nils  advttMmg  of  lbe«  twikigira  eM»* 
|mB<#iIh  fciiiigri  odmrojy  oii»rfthiir  pomitg  , 
magazines,  which  was  situated  opposite  to  the 
tn%<atlM  iwinarivpiiat^Mkaflim  To 
a  MtflMBaiiB  vihidi  mm.  mt  iifiiwg 
bonourable  terms,  the  gnmniMr,  Don  Baj^ioond 

Dm  Rayoad  ivm  mI  tekwrnrA  ift^tekilif 

measures  to  prove  that  he  was  ki  earnest  ia  hia 

in  throwing  up  entateochinents,  and  cmmAag 
the  wmk  pans  of  the  lam  by  every  other  means 

ia  bii  IMMT)  t]»t^  la^  iian  «k»  invade 

force  an  entrance  into  the  island,  he  ratgfat  j^l 
bold  them  at  bay.  Oa  tbe  side  attacked,  the 
bidge  m  bn>lm  dM,  and  ail^^ 
were  raised  to  obstruct  the  pajssage  Oftr  the 
easm  ohannel*  The  foiamnnicatio^  oC.  tba 
lMii:«itk  tfae'samb  aodwaat^of  thft  oaanlwy A 
was  impossible  to  interrupt,  so  that  there  existed 
oo  hope  of  hMaiag  in  tbaiSpawucri^  jind'COKH> 
pMBg  them  to  samndar  by  oaaoa  of  £uau^ 
At  (he  same  time,  the  left  flauk  of  the  British 
vaa  incas^astl;  haraawd  )uf  ibft^^^pwuaiaL.gHAr 
Mto;  Th^besiegeitB,  navaMtelaii/  iepfc,li|i  A 
heavy  hre  on  the  works,  by  which  they  greatly 
ilnmupd  tte  isata  #i  Saii.  Ganmaot^aMl  Sm 
Antonio;  bv^t,  with  all  thaiv  cboHms^  tliqr 
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OBMt.  iawA  it  miniy  kapractkafcte  to  fSsnbe  or  «vm* 

y^,^  to  balance  the  fire  of  the  eaemy ;  and  they  werei 
at  kngib,  under  the  neoeeoly  of  raltiiqiiuhiiig 
the  project  of  penetrating^  on  fUs  side,  into  the 
iriand  of  San  Juan. 

As  .no  eftctnal  unpreHkm  oooU  be  nHKfar 

upon  the  works  by  a  cannonade,  the  British  ge- 
neral resolved  to  try  whether  a  hooibardiDent  o£ 
the  town  would  not  intinnidate  the  beiieged  into 
submission.  A  mortar  battery  was^  therefore^ 
erected  on  the  point  of  Miraflores,  and  its  firar 
was  vigorously  kept  up  for  seviBral  days.  The 
distance,  however,  was  too  g;reat  to  allow  of  much 
i&jnry  bebg  done  to  the  town.  Tim  destmctfam 
of  a  magazine  of  provisions  was  nearly  all  that 
was  accomplished. 

Tb& besieged  were  notes  fortiniate  in  ^«ir' 
sallies  as  in  their  other  modes  of  defence.  On 
tbe  twcn^«£filh,  4iey  leaded  a  dinsite  at  Mira«  ' 
iores,  hot  wine  Mealed  with  considerable 
slaughter,  and  driven  precipitately  back  to  their 
boats.  ^Foor  days  eubseqeent,  they  ventmed  on 

another  attempt,  with  far  increased  numbers, 
yet  with  the  same  iU  success.  This  last  sally 
was  nawfe  by  one  thousand  two  hundred  infiinfry 
and  two  companies  of  cavalry.  It  was  vigorously 
fqpuised  by  thet  beBsgBrs,  aoione  of:the  leaders 
irfiit  was  dain. 

'  *The  sie^  had  now  continued  nearly  a  ftrt- 
4i|^t,  uMiout  dm  British  hanag  made- 
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ftpfMMQt  progress  towtrdi  the  ttttainmeot  of  tim 

otyiMt.  Nor  did  it  appear  at  ail  probable  that  a 
conliouaiKeof -tbttr  «fibrts  wonld^Jead  to  a  satis- 
factory  result.  Their  own  force  was  originally 
too  scanty ;  that  of  the  enemy  ivas»  oa  the  coo- 
tmry,  eontiniiaUy  iaefeasing  by  snecoitiB  firom 
other  parts  of  the  island.  Under  these  circura- 
steBceSy  Sir  Balpb  Abtfcrooiby  daieniiuied  to 
desist  from  an  enterprise  firom  whidy  theie  ivea 
notiiing  to  be  hoped,  and  a  certain  loss  to  be  in* 
ovred*  The  troops  were  aoeofdinglyietmbadfed» 
on  the  thirtieth  of  April.  The  bss  sustained 
during  the  siege  was  about  two  hundred  aod 
thirtyJn  ^led|  wounded^  and  missings  Serai 
iron  guns,  four  iron  mortars,  and  two  brass 
bowitzersy  which  had  been  rendered  unserviso* 
eUe,  vers  left  hebmd,  from^thn  wnnloilhe  ioeaas 
V)f  removal.  - 

The  only  other  nulitoi^  erait  of  tim^  year 
(teciH^red  in  January,  and  the  Spaniards  were  the 
assailants.  Hoping  that  the  usual  festivities  of 
tfie  QiiMii's  birth-4ay  muU  hem  disaUed'.cwr 
troops  from  defending  themselves,  a  party  of 
Spaniaois  crossed  the  Orinoco,  .on  ^ni|^t<tf 
the  aiafttaeatli,»  with'tlie.jnt)BntieD  of  fiiHtng  upon 
the  outpost  of  Moroko,  which  lies  at  the  ex- 
ti«B»ty  of  the  ^ong^  of  £sinquibo.  Their  od- 
culations,  however,  were  erroneous.  They  were 
perceived  before. they  could  effect  tt^  landing; 
the  wbeie  fiocte  of  die  poei^  wns  inmedietoljr 


TIL 

im. 


BISTORT  OF  THE 

GH4P.  uoikr  amft;'and  llie  eoemj       hotly  mmmi^ 

on  tbeir  disembarkaticm.  Unintimidated  by  thi» 
naexpcclod  reoeptkm,  fhty  contiiiiied  the  conlen 
fof  Mbile  With  spirit;  but  they 
routed,  and  compeiied  to  take  shelter  ia  tb^r 
teats  with  consideniUe  loas.  CMj  tin  meo 
were  wounded  on  our  side.  This  spirited  de- 
feoce  was  entirely  made  by  a  party  of  Dottb 
nMitrSf  under  Ciiplam  RodiaUe^  who  had  ts* 
cenlly  been  taken  into  our  service ;  and  it  gave 
»  stUiafactory  pledge  of  their  courage  and 
fideiky. 

Ever  on  the  alert  to  seize  an  opportunity  of 
stijkiiig  a  blow  atr  the  Ikttisby  and  caoHglitlte 
by  what  means  he  effected  his  purpose^  Victor 
Hugues  early  in  the  year  formed  a  plan  for  making 
Uoiitlf  maslerof  Daminita  hjrdkit  <rf^tefaatliiry.> 

liis  agent  on  this  occasion  was  a  M,  La  Course, 
who  carried  oa  thie  plot  .at  Dobuqimii  fnmiabfid 
hia  with  an^pxact  account  cf  the  strength^lhe 
military  force».  and  endeavoM^ed  to  debauch  the 
tnonpi.  fiKm  tbok  aUaj^ice.  So  fiur  im  Iho 
acbemoo  matoi^  that  a  day  was  toLtd 
upi9n^  for  a.stt^tji^  d^sc^  f^i  a  large  body, 
mvf^  wha^wonBiJifptioj^e^Mimesa  at  Goadaktipe. 

The  closeness  of  Xhe  two  ifclands  would  hiive 
gliealj^  facilitated  )he  prq^efi^  de^^ent^  i  orti^ 
niiely,  rthe  plot  mm  discovered  m  ItaM.  A  loyal 
$Qldi&r,  who,  by  pretending  to  enter  into  the  con- 
spiracy^  had  bean  entrusted  with  die  socreti  and 
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vfho  had  received  tempting  promises  of  reward  chap. 
the  traitor^  disclosed  to  the  government  Ihft 


loioirledgs  wUcfa- bt  M  obl^^  lACdorae 

was  instantly  arrested,  tried,  and  condemned,  and 
VietQr  HngiMSi  finding  tfaHnolfaiDg  could  mom 
he  acMeved  bjr  stealth,  did  noMWnlrh  pradttit 
to  resort  to  an  open  attack.  Dominica  thus 
mtaiied  the  seootfge  wldcb  had  bewi  to  favartfy 
ielt  by  St.  Vincent's  and  Grenada. 

The  terrible  moitality  which  thinned  the 
naaia  of  the  European  troops,  induced  tfae  Bri* 
tish  ministers  to  think  uf  reinforcing  the  army 
wtfb'OMtt  better  cateulated  lo  renstthe  isAiMnco 
«f  a  dastiattiye  dimate.   WiA  this  view,  di6 
West-India  governors  were  instructed  to  bring 
tafwaid,  m  tfaa  mpecdve  leguAitiinsy  a  project 
for  raising,  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
Islands,  five  biad^  regMaaeatSy  consisting  of  five 
hondnMl  am  aach,  to  biooma  a  peftnadent 
brandi  of  the  military  establishment.  The 
Westi^IttdMn  jfroptietors  ime,  however^  both 
odfcudol  and  alaraied  by  A  aeh^ne  wlitell  seemed 
to  them  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous 
OQCiaiqiMHioei.    With  die  eMntfpie  'of  St  Do- 
mingo full  before  their  eyes,  they  saw  nothing 
but  ruin  and  dealh  in  a  proposal  for  putting 
arms  into  ihe  grasp  of  slated;  They'  dM  not 
consider  tfaemaelves  as  justified  in  hoping  that 
mgro  soldiers  would  aet  -ivMi  sefloy  fiddfty. 
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Amidingly  the  plan  inel  widi  detamuhed  hos*^ 
tility. 

WImmi,  od  tile  seventMitb  of  Janiitry,  gover* 

npr  Ricketts  communicated  it  to  the  House  of 
ilkAseaibly  in  fiarbadoes,  and  requested  the  coo- 
eurtme  of  that  House,  the  speaker,  Sir  Joim 
Gaj  Alleynei  iinmedjately  rose,  and  moved  the 
throe  followhig  reaohitioBs;  whitb  were  carfied 
wtdiotit  a  disaenliiig  and  ient  tip  tO'  Ae 
governor,  accoDipanied  by  aa  address  of  a  similar 
teiior. 

the  design  of  live  regiments,  &c.  (as 
eJipressed  ia  the  Eoessage)  will^  as  &r  as  such  a 
dengn  ia  likely  to  affiset  ihb  idand,  prtfve  rather 
the  means  of  its  destruction  than  defence. 

Tbat^  as  the  able*bodied  alavea  that  are 
the  objects  of  the  message  are  frequently  of  the 
wont  oi  characters,  it  may  eventually  happen, 
that,  after,  beings  diseiplined,  and  am»  pot  into 

their  hands,  they  may  turn  them  against  the  in- 
habitaots  of  their  native  spot,  not  only  to  the 
mimieriag  of  their  former  owoeie,  and  the  de- 
struction of  their  estates  and  properties,  but  to 
wrenching  the  dominion  of  the  colony  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  British  empire. 

That  should  the  colony  be  fortunate  enou^ 
to  eseape  the  worat  of  those  oonsequeoces,  yet 
the  lesser  evil  of  negro-men  being  raised  to  a 
condition  so  superior  to  their  fellow  siovesi  will 
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be  severely  felt,  as  lessening  tbe  bonds  of  Att  chap. 
.  subordination  wbicb  BO  bappily  subsists  through-  ^..^ 
out  die  island;  not  lesa  to  die  eaae  and  oonifbit- 

able  support  of  the  negro  slaves  themselves  than 

to  tbe  prp6^  and  sftUafacUon  (d  tbeir  vmtiom. 
proprietors,  spreading  of  oourte  an  muvenal-dia^ 
cont^t  among  the  ^kves^  and  too  natural  it» 
distfuat-and  draod  airftw  tbcir*  msilMiJ* . .  - 

The  Assembly  of  Jamiuca  wi^  no  lets  deeided 
and  unaQiinou&  in  Us.  opposition  to  the  measure. 
It  refused  to  make  any  pfovMMin  wfaatieivep  aeir 
Uie  subsistence  of  the  sixth  West-India  regiment, 
svbidbi.i^fis  commajoded  by  .Lieutaiant-Mional 
Whitelofikft.  In  tU&dacbkai  it  was-sanctinoeit 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  white  population. 
Miselu^  went  iield  m  aimoat  enrffmtk  of  tbe 
island,  in  all  of  which  the  scheme  of  raising  blaek 
cqqw  jvas  heavily  censured^  as  being,  in  tbe  iirst 
placet  nnieenswary ,  tfaa  .negroea  beingc.«imdf 

compellable  to  serve  in  case  of  emergency ;  and, 

iii.th(9>secQj)jd  placer jis  hmg  of  a  nature  to  pco^ 
dueeidlinuitely,  and  perhap&mt.no  distant  iieriod^ 
the  most  destructive  effects  to  the  persons  ai^d 
the  pnoperty  of  tbeiOoloniaL  proprietQis.  . 

-  The  fears  excited  in  the  aiiode  of  tbe  coloMti 
by  this,  project  were  kept  alive  during  the  whole 
di  tbe.  ftUowiot  yew.  Tbm  Adtiih  uammn 
were  reluctant  to  abandon  that  which  appeared 
^  to  bea  cheap  and  jready  mode  ol  recruiting  tbe 
««nny  in  the  westent  faemispheie,  TheAsseiiddy 
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CHAT,   of  Jftiniea^'hMiwer,  nimiimul  firtH' in  iu^efpo^ 

sition.  It  passed  a  resolution  that,  should 
tka  |iku»  0t  ambodyiag  negroes,  to  net  off  die 
kim^  i&mt  be  mtM  into  ithtH^  It  meiM^he 

neeesaary  fot  the  Iloude  t»  adopt  measures  to 

ptrnm  mA^mgam  in»  vvtMuig  to  4»o 

colotyf.  But,  lest  its  resislfnice  dhouki  be  attri« 
buted  to  iMMTortliyiDotivesy  the  House,  on  eondi- 
lioii  iiwritte  'Mgn>  jrinvAotikt  be  ^ittMaqriubad, 

offered  to  be  at  tlie  expense  of  raising  four  bat- 
ttihmf^Mt»amsfk»g4d  iwo  Iboysand  iii€fi|'  U>  be 
pasditi^4diei^<iiaiBCs,  aod  applM  eel«fy^  Ai» 
defeiio^l>f  tbe  island.  The  sd>eine  of  the  As^ 
emblyonea  lippareuily'wei^  cilGulated  toanMer 
its  ADtendei}  purpose,  h  MS  proposed  tlnciiie 
aoea  sbouid  Jb&eniisled  under  a  promise  tbat|  4it 
tli&iespi»tion  ef  a.  cMUdA'  teroiy  fimi-  flee  4b 

nine  years,  thcv  should  be  rewarded  with  sQiatt 
aettiitmenta^  ia  diie  onteier  o£^4be  (teitiiftry.  la 
farthuial  €<j<faevtneaww»»  the  cdeeial  afflaltiii 
Eii|^fteA  iwas  instructed  to  arrange  with  the 
seiiHsMp  tbe  onenifiMrf'pfOciirii^  wctutneii  as 
tM0s  mmtt  sdtable  to -the  aervise^  aMfctalta'  te 
sendouttbe:^wiy£aAndtaiAiiiesof  the  non^^ommis- 
aiand^om  who'wem«*iaamed.  Ap^tlwi  8tep» 

it  was  hoped,  that  not  only  would  the  inilftarry 
atraigliko£4be.ooioQy  be-aulbci^aUy  augaiented, 
vaA  tjhrtiJtee  uiith  tm^mnamntmi  totbe'da- 

«ufee  jiibut  tiiat  much  benefit  would  accrue  fi  oin 

incmsaDg  the  mUiput  jstUte  paptAMKim,  and 
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bringing  iato  n  ei]bimla4iitab»  aone  of  the  wttdi  <^ap. 
(tf  the  interiar. 

ministers  to  reject  thk  proposal,  it  would,  per^ 
bapSy  be  iiselesft  to  iaqukat  XJMjjf  did,  howmiv 
nject  it  Bflfe  they  mm  MhiwriUing  tcr  ^ami 
themselves  of  the  pecuniary  part  of  the  scheme. 
In»tlift  sfaoti  thiKifiDrek  -ol  tlio  kilttMoiift  icbicii 
tho  Ammkly  was  desmut  lD<Miite»  tbey  wSmA 
to  send  the  iif&t  aud  iioucth  batta^uwa  of ;  the 
«flBti«tb  .nt^mmHj  the  pqr     labiohi'MM  «tD  be 

furnished  by  the  colony.  Thb  counter- project 
imiid.aot  jiave  been  liable  to  mueh-ot^f inB^  had 
itM^ilipnblKl  daU  the^  hottaliw  ahsidd  ihe 
changed  at  the  pleasure  of  his  Majesty*  It  is 
cteiaos  fthal  thtt  '  ^-wm  oDCoadtja'dMv  fat 
^KtetiDg  moce-tfaan  ana  of  #ieMeWcfi}Ql9aBilB 
irilbb  the  colonists  had  in  view.  1  iie  Assembly, 
aewerthftwa,  baiag  rejoieed  at-gDtlHi|^:Mb«i.tbe 

obnoxious  negro  scheaic,  did  not  hesitate  to 
acquies«e  in  the  new  anoaagamait.-  :At  ifaafwiie 
iimiv  ^  eapraased  tit  leKaooe.  thait^  ualaMroo 
some  great  emergency,  in  which  the  island  itself 
fthowW  he  ifiwHTHtirit  the  oaleniabMUctftacIa  ^ 
Us  liA^esty  for  the^ndfim'of  die^calonytimAd 
pDOKfi&t  any  such  undewrabk  change^nam  taking 
piaoe*  lit  ^jnatly  iihwriifirt»  that  i&onnmmtfA, 

which  it  so  much  deprecated,  would  entirely  rea- 
der augatory  its  principal  ol^ef^tfi,  which  .vece 
tm><fi)U;  tot,  tcf  obtain  troops  at  oooaaccus*- 
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CHAP,  tbnrtd  lo  tfae  dimatie»  iiml.tlioBwi^ly  acqiiakrtri 

with  the  country,  and  consequently  with  the  best 
moaoBiQi ikfending itifrom  att>ck;>aiid^  seooadU 
ly>  ta^iMllr     siniiibw  ef .  the  wUm  trndrnta^ 

and  :lo  ^spread  .cuitiv^liQQ  in  the  interior  of  the 

mmklf  coBcludBd  bjpiioniering  bannckt  to  be 

buiitfur  the  eocpcvcttd  iovc%  aad^  by  voting. the 

mediate  pay,  subsistence,  Limi  accommodation.  " 

negro  jcgiiMMrtii  iwri  loowty^had  tiiDetesateMi^ 

befoi^e^they  w«re  ag^u  put  into  action  by  other 
gjpgmamimwi    The  ^mcmAsi  oi  St»  nemjagn 

Tlw  troops  wliieh 
had  defendediSt  Domingo,  weie,.  it  was  uoder^ 
itKKtylpibghtfflied  i|i  JaoMiea ;  anl^wiong  those 
troo p s  ^vefe  \ the  '^negro  corps,  which  G  e neral 
WiUiaiMsqn  had  eaibodiecL  Taking  iwtaatakna 
at  tMeJarilagMici^  <he  Hpcue  «of:<il«mpMy  lem 
a  message  to  die  ^vernor,.  to  inquire  whether 
mf^  faknfc  pr  xx>leared^hliev8  were  iareiidiHi  le 
btieonRi;^  into  the^irfaod,-  and  ta  vecj^t  lluit 
lie  would  forbid  the  dis^barkation  of  every  ir^ 
idmML'^  that  desciiptik».  Hia  hifdafaip»  in 
reply,  declared  Ws^  ignorance  of  any  intention  of 
tbe>.<hiad;>aiid  he  endeavoured  itiU  further  to 
4nuM(eillM«tiie  Heuse,  by eeeriiageff  allf)ei«ooa 
of  wbotii44i  disapproved. 

.Aawlher.iMHinie  of  akrai-eloiQet  iflipMdhMy 
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anMe.   The  abandonomt  of  St  Domugo  was 

necessarily  productive  of  an  extensive  emigrar- 
•tion  £rotn  that  island.  Numban.of  the  plantae^ 
who  had  espoused  our  side  in  the  oontest, -dread- 
ed the  vengeance  of  a  triutnpbaot  and  saiiguinary 
fSae,  and  they  ecoerdiagly  eeMgU  i^r^a  cftfuge  in 
Jamaica,  carrying  with  them  such  part  of  their 
^property  as  they  could  save  from  the  genet^ 
wreck  joi'  thcar  fortunes.-  Fraqa  Jeremie  ao  hm 
than  six  hundred  negroes  were  brought,  and  very 
,oiaay  from  Mole  St  Niehdaa.  Neariy  at  the 
Sfiiae  liBMy  it  alsn  happened  that  a  aHihttio  regi- 
ment, called  the  Guadaiqupe^iiaDgarsi  oci^a% 
iotoodfid  for  St  Damingo^  but  reaetuiv  it  too 
late,  was  compelled  to  proceed  to  Jamaica,  whei^ 
.it  was  put  on  shore  on  the  £rot  oi  JUecember. 

-  The  Houie>  o£  Asismfaly  ms  officially  ia- 
formed  of  these  two  events,  by  a  message  from 
the  UeulBgaiat  gwemor.  It  was  asaused  41^110 
delay  shonld  4Bke  plaoe  in  the  fe-eBubarisaljQOtOf 
the  Guadaloupe  Rangers.  But:  with  res|i^t;to 
Ihe  emiginuits  its  kindness  was.  bespokw  •fitt' 
them,  oil  the  ground  of  their '  sufferings  and 
merits ;  they  having,  been  the.  constant  ixmniA 
-of  order/aiKl  having  a  akdm  to  the  isrotedsonof 

the  crown,  and  the  hospitality  of  the  colonisb. 
A»  to  the  negroes,  it  .  was  pleaded  in  d^eir  £sviipujr, 

*  that  nothing  ooidd  he  ffieared  ftom  nuen  wilP  bed 
given  such  a  proof  of  their  devoted  fidelity  as 

•  to  prefer  slavery  under  the  British  goverifgnnaent, 
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CHAP,  to  ffMdom  under  diat  of  the  rolm  of  St  Dd* 
vii. 

y^^^^  Daiugo. 

. .  '{'Ills  language  was  by  fie  nieafeis  aatiaficlory 
to  l^islalure.  It  replied,  that  it  sincerely 
pitied  ^  f  seoch  royaiisti^  but  that  the  kileieat 
ci Ihecoteny  fooBl  not  be  aacfificed  to  any  Aeory, 
fa^wever  lilKiral  or  dignified  that  theory  might 
fbe^«aid  lbat>  witaawkifittleiiaDger  in  thocoiw 
'tjmianee^  ibe  rieves  on  ^the  islandy  it  ivea  d^ 
sirous  of  their  speedy  removal.  Nor  did  it  forget 

tions  in  St.  Domingo  had  not  been  carried-  on 

the  beoefit  (tf  Jatnaicflk. 
V  >P  -The  govenaor  did  sot  allow  &ii  asaeitioa  lo 

leyiain  uncontradicted.    He  declared  that,  botli 
..aiQOOidiiig  to  4he  ielter  and  the  spirit  of  hia  Ma- 
jesty's inatMetfdns,  the  posts  htely  evaenatod  in 
St.  PiH^ingo  had  been  held  solely  as  outposts  for 
.A^  ae<3iiit(y  ol-JaniMeai.    He^fiiefwise  agm 
tentured  to  speak  in  favour  of  the  emigrants, 
end^  as  an  additional  reason  for  tolmting  theniy 
lie  jfiftnaed  tibe  Aaaenfibly  that  it  wto  the  r^el 
intention  to  bestow  upon  them  allotments  of 
la«4  in  some  part  of  the  West  Indies* 

His  arguffiieols  were  ncgedJiy  v^o.  They 
were,  indeed,  worse  than  fruitless.  The  fears  of 
Ifae  kgisbiture  were  so  keenly  alive,  that^  instead 
of  pity,  Ml  ihepeated  refnresentatiotas  '^dted 
jouly  an  angry  jealfdusy.  The  House  appointed 
-  a  oenunitlee  to  in<]uiie  into  the  subject,  and  the 
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report  of  this  committee  was  made  fti  terms  of  chap. 

vlt 

some  asperity.  It  stated  tbat^  in  violalk»  ^ 
law,  Freneb'iAiif«s  litid  <  bMi'  iiiUHidqi^tiltD  the 

islafid;  that,  however,  the  laws  as  they  now 

dmrAe  goV^rnbi^  hM)  given  m  MUMice  that 
thelratay  should  dot  be  coaliiuied;  latKi  tbaV^ma 
evideiiite 'taken  lNib#6  dift'  fleniiiiiinay  it^ppttttA 

that  the  executive  government  bad  encouraged 
their  being  ifitrodud^.   '  <    .  r-  - 

-'AsT'll      Htm  lAviottl  ttRf  :iril^l|)if|iifairf^ 

with  the  A^setihWy  would  be  the  coas^qiierfce  of 
any  farther  delay  or  ^ 
took  ilftmediate  measured  fefr  ri?ittiWl»f  CHi^  cause 
t3i  dispute.  <rbe  fdr^ign  negroes  were  seftV^^fi^ 
Mii^Y  9dm  Ming  I^lMMiiftr^^ 
oth^r^  Cortireyed  to  the  recently  acquired  colc^ny 
tyf '^nidad:    The  etiigNait^,  of  oMm^  did 

departed".  -»'^'-.  t^^n-''  :if  ^'  '  cf  f" /{.''/iv- 
apprdMti^  tiie  i^hV  6f  s^m p^thy  #MKli^f«leMB 
to  lULV^  been  manifested,  by  the  member^  of  the 
A88em%rikmdraftbe1d^li^  IMM4t 
Domingo.  A  less  rigid  adherence  to  the  cold  max- 
iois  of  a  selfisb  pradi&tide*^vvtiiiM>  c^itil^^  have 
been  moreffabiiodraUrtbfMIf  Mi&r^!#;^lftM  - 
being,  perhaps,  |ftt5frtictive  of  any  injury  to  their 
intel«8l^.  Yet  mudi  alfowance  msi  bb^mnde 
for  men  placed  in  so  delicate  and  perilous  a 
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,  CHAP.    Bituatkm  ai  theira.   They  nmy  be  said  to  have 

lived  in  the  vicinity  of  a  moral  volcano,  winch 
evttry  nioinent  tbrtalnied  to  destroy  tfaem ;  and 
it  was  not  unnatural  that  they  should  shudder 
at  every  tlnog  which  by  any  possibility  could  add 
to- tbfl  danger,  or  accelerate  the  period  of  its 

arrival.  Few  persons  have  strength  of  mind 
enough  to  preserve  dignity  at  the  risk  of  safety. 
'  itlsbighly  pnbaUe  that  the  Assembly  would 
have  been  less  urgent  on  this  occasion,  had  not  * 
ItS'.lterM  been  leoendy  niomaed  by  an  cfveat 
wbichi  for^a  while,  induced  a  belief  that  Jamaica 
'waS'OQceiilore  on  the  point  of  experiencing  the 
mne- ettoniKMis  loese^ .  and  witnessing  the  same 

disastrous  scenes,  as  those  to  which  it  had,  but 
a  short  time  before,  been  exposed  by  the  Maroon 
war«i  A  negro,  of  the  name  of  Cuffey,  gathered 
together  a ,  band  of  runaway  slaves,  with  which, 
in  the  month  of  ¥^bnuyt  he  descended  fron  his 
1)»mtt^  in  the  Trelawny  moimlmi,  end  com- 
mitted d^t^redations  on  the  settlements  in  the 
iieiighboi*hood;  Theirniinsbeis  hafiiig  ioereased 
by  June,  they  were  the  cause  of  much  anxiety, 
.end|  as  foar  is  «  wonderfoi  magnito  of  dangers, 
.they >were  eren  -aoseited  to  be  move  foniiidable 
than  the  Maroons  had  been.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever, appear  that  the  party  under  -  Cuffey  eiKer 
eoQsistfld  ef'  more  ihtat  ^orify^bnee  meB^^  but 
•  another  party  of  thirty  was  ^aid  to  be  on  foot  in 
the  same  parishv      scanty  wee  their  portion  of 
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couracre  that  thcv  ^vere  foiled  iii  aa  attempt  CHAP. 

VII.  * 

which  they  made  to  burn  a  lone  hous^  d^fencbd 
onl  y  by  two  wlute  men  and  a  negro.  -Revenge 
seems  to  have  been  the  prime  or  sole  mover  of 
their  revolt;  they  faavbg  been  heard  to  deciane 
that,  if  they  could  but  open  thar  way  to  mimlttr 
a  master  who  had  offended  them,  they  woidd  d<h 
siatiroin  their  incumoiu. 

Still,  in  a  country  where  the  torch  of  a  single 
iucendiaiy  might  spread  devastatioQ  to  an  iocai^ 
cidable  eactent,  it  cannot  be  denied^diat  the  ttiv 
rors  of  the  planters  were  not  without  an  apology. 
In  Older  to  eoneert  mcaavrei  for  pnttingiu^ffMllB 
thm  alamis  and  depvedatioosi  the-House  of^Ai^ 
sembly  was  called  together  1^  Lord  Balc^rras^  ^t 
tte  unusuaUy  early  period  cRf  tfae  Ifttfa  ofJone. 
When  the  members  were  met,  his  lordship  in- 

.  formed  them,  that  he  looked  iupon  the  ceheihon 
to  be  an  esetiandy  dangerUtt  natnie;  that  he 
did  not  think  either  the  militia  or  the  regulars  the 

N  best  kind  of  force  to  cope  vMi-jthr*  ineurgiiits; 
and  that>  tberefere,  it  wodd  be  proper  to  emfdoy 
the  Accompong  Maroons,  who  had  ^w^s  been 
HnnKyveably  fiuthfal^  end  liimiae  to.^mse  tteee 
companies  of  trusty  negroes  and  free  persons  of 
cohMir,  each' company  to  con«st  of  seventy  pri- 
vates) under  wiute  'Offieers.  The 'Assembly 
adopted  his  lordship's  plan,  and  was  then  pro- 
rogued, aft^  a  ^tting  of  eleven  days*  -  Theplen 
was  vigorously  ixeoaSedf  end  was  so  soeeessiU 
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CHAP.  that|-  in  a  very  fihort.  tiaie^  the  rebds  were  enticely 
hunted  down,  and  that  part  of  the  island  was  r&* 
stored  to  tranquillity.  There  can,  however,  be 
litda  donblii  that  the  ranembraoce  of  this  danger 

rendered  the  House  of  Assenjbly  more  pertinaci-- 
wa  ^Utaait  ,4)ther«(i^  wpul4  ^ve  been,,  in  it^ 
calls  for  the  prompt  remQval  of  tfie  St.  XXgmingQ 
negroes. 

Afi^  tharepwt^etlt  Pu«ctp.BicQ,  flp  inihtaiy 
enterprise  was  inKlerta]ieii,diiring  the  rest  of  1797 , 
a^d  the  whole  of  IZi^^by  Uiy&Bfi(ish».  The  f  r^cb 
eoofiafld  ikm  exar^ms  to  prayivg  on  9ur  com* 

nierce ;  and  the  Dutch  were  as  incapable  of  eftbrt 

as^thoy  wmi^wiiiing:(Q«itteiapt  iii  ev^ 
^apakvU^'hcm  ^^nfftatik  •  Th»  Spadardf  ^ne 

roused  tii^niselvcss,  m  one  iiistatvi:e>  \q  ^i|)^ttung 
Ulse  agpasaioD*  But^  though- the  iQe%Q|  wbM^ 
they  empk^fed were  far  from  contemptiUe,  those 
means  n^e^iii^secdivti^  by,.tbe  apirU  sk^U 

^  tbapmons  ^dioiMpk^Ml  tbm^. 

Ill  the  hope  of  driving  the  British  settlers 

from-  HQm^mm-  f^pommQ^i  dil  wnyi^  ^eom^eyn^ 
aa^  eyefsoneliy  the  Spitfiiards^  Field-marshid 
O'Niel,  the  goveinor-gen^^ral  qf  th^  ai^rroijft^i^tt 
pvovince  of  Xocntan^leiteciLifiifov^  cmMstiog 
of  two  thousand  tfioops  and  fiv^  hundred  seamen, 

whioh  he  embarked  90  <Aj%lilUL  Qt  tbi^ty?^)^ 
from  twelve  to  tvventy-tH;0  gjij^s.    Goiifident  of 

SMfi«a»B»  •^r  wisl«og»;^  fmmt  it^  tbfi$ 
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•  field-marshal  took  the 


ndinpenon.  That  chap. 

,     .  ,    ,  vn. 


a  certain  triumph  was  anticipated  is  indeed  evi-  ^ 
dent;  for,  ia  a  caooie  which  was 
taken  hy  one  of  our  sbips^  lette»  were  fouod 
which  were  directed  to  Spanish.  officec%  uho 
were  sufqposed  to  be  quietly  in  garrisoa.io  ^ 
setUefneut 

These  exjpectatioDS  were  in  some  measure  jus- 
tified hy  the  scantiiien  of  the  Britisb  Ibroe^'  ivbich 

was  composed  of  only  the  king's  slooj)  Merlin>  foiir 

smaller  sloof)*  and  ijchoctfieifs  mouoUfigmits^fito' 
not  mm  thaa  fourteen  guns,  stienguQ-flajUir^th 
one  gun  eact^  aIMl  a  b^^y  of  militia  and  r^brs, 
not  equal  m  mimber  to  ooeTfiftb  ofcthe^aiiinflentyL 
It  fiMlljinately  happens,  however,  that  the  coast  of 
}IaiKluras^is  protected  by  n^t^lfal  ini pediments, 
which  render  ' it  diffioult  of  access.  The  whole 

coast  is  thickly  strewn  with  rocks,  sand  banks, 
and  ionumerahla  little  islaiK|s,r  dfm^fMiftd  k^f^ 
tfaiough  whidi^t^cairbe  readied  only  by  euttm. 
intricate  channels.  Of  these  obstriictioa^  the 
British  avluledthemaQlveaai  a  judioiotta  olaiiiiejrw 
On  die  land  side,  rivers,  morasses  uidvbg(iQU#, 
interdicted  all  approach  of  the-  enemy. 

The  SpaaiaMls  had  been  a|i  closfsly  mUehed 

by  the  look-out  boats,  that  every  movement  was 
known  to  tjie  dfs^sades^  oi  the  aettlwent.  Their 
|btill»  arrived  off  Aft  ceast  i&  the  beginui^  ctf 
September^  1798.  A  partofitattempted,.on  the 


H  to  foiE^e  a  SM96a9^«>  thK.fiqf 


Digitized  by  Google 


t<M  HISTORY  OF  THB 

chap!    te^p-key  shoals,  and  this  attempt  it  renewed  on 

Vf  T  '  ' 

the  sQcceeding  day ;  but  the  assaiiants  were,  in 

both  instances,  ben  ten  back,  though  they  were 
opposed  Ofily  by  gun-boats  manned  with  colonial 
t^olunteers.  The  defeated  vessels  returned  to  the 
remainder  of  the  squadron,  which  had  anchored 
at  some  distance;  and  the  British  profited  by 
their  retreat,  to  remove  and  destroy  the  directing 
beacons  and  stakes,  which  the  enemy  had  placed 
in  the  channel.  On  the  sixths  with  an  addition 
of  strength,  ihey  again  made  aa  attack,  and  were 
agMn  repulsed  with  loss* 
'  finding  that  this  entrance  was  impenetrable, 
the  Spaniards  turned  their  attention  to  the  side 
of  St.  George^s  key,  which  lies  to  windward.''On 

perceiving  this  movement,  Captain  Moss,  in  the 
Merliui  immediately  sailed  from  Belize,  and 
reached  St.  George's  key  by  noon  on  the  next 
day.  The  British  squadron  was  then  drawn  up, 
directly  abreast  of  the  opening,  with  the  Merlin 
in  the  centre.  Arthe  siime  time,  lest  the  in- 
vaders should  endeavour  to  effect  a  landing  on 
the  main  land  to  the 'northward,  Lieutenaht- 
colonel  Barrow  took  prompt  and  effectual  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  the  settlement  in  that 
ijuartcr.  .  .  . ^  . 

It  was  not  till  the  tOth  that  the  Spaniards 
recovored  sufficient '  s^Mt;  6r  ^ wett^'sufficiently 
prepared,  -^to'  tiscominence  their  at<fcmpts?."^lAt 
noon,  "nine  of  their  largest  vessels^  with  several 
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smaller,  all  crowded  with  men,  bore  resolutely  chap. 
down  on  the  British  squadron^  by  the  aid  of  both  v^>w 
sails  and  oare.  The  other  sblf»  lay  at  a  distancei 
ready  upon  occasion  to  take  part  in  the  contest. 
The  actiop  soon  b^n,  and  lasted  two  hotfrs  and' 
a  half,  at  the  end  of  which  time' the  SpflAmrds 
cut  their  cables,  and  went  off  in  great  confusion.' 
Their  flight       doubtless  accelerated  by  die 
appearance  of  a  reinforcement  of  small  craft', 
with  about  two  hundred  men,  from  the  shore. 
Such  was  ibe-^eagerBHess'  of  tlie  cokmlid  fiiltida 
to  join  their  friends,  that,  on  hearing  that  Cap- 
tain Mos»  was  engaged  with  the  rnvvdiM^'ithey 
hurried  into  whatever  boats  or  canoes  Aeycoold 
find,  so  as  absolutely  to  impede  the  embarkation 
of  the  regular  tinoops.    Even  the  ^awwiAe 
eager  to  take  their  share  in  the  dangers  of  the 
day.. 

Thus  foiled,  the  fieldoflMrshal  hovered  round 

the  scene  of  action  for  nearly  a  week  longer,  and 
then  led  his  bailed  armament  back  to  the  ports 
of  Yucatan;  andPso  convinced  ifmS^He^idf  Wiii- 
abiiity  to  make  any  impression  on  them,  that; 
for  the  remaindtt*  <ii  the  was;  the  settlers  at  • 
Honduras  were  allowed  to  remiiin  unmolested  by 
any  hostile  enterprise. 

An  achievement  which,  towards  the  eldse  of 
the  year  was  performed  by  a  small  party  of 
British  soldiers  and  sailora»  tboi^  not  important 
from  its.jnagnitttde'or  consequences^  deserves 
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aup.  notice  as  a  spkodid  pooof  of  ooorags^  and  as  a. 

v^-w  striking  contrast  to  the  abortive  attempt  of  the 
Spaniards  upon  Uondurafi.  J'indiog  that  -the 
prifatem  of  the  enttuy»  on  the  coasis  of  Comaniv- 
j^ud  l^aria,  eluded  our  cruizers,  by  taking  shelter 
under,  the  cannon  of  the  fortaof.&ia  Caribe  and 
Garupano,  Captain  Dicktfdn,  of  the  Victorieiise 
brig,  re^iMlved  to  destroy  the  forts  and  bimg  off 
their  g^DS.  Thia  scheme  was  approved  of  h^j 
Colonel  Ficton,  the  governor  of  Trinidad,  wha 
ordered  forty  of  the  Royal  Rangers  to  be  ern- 
baFh^  iiod^  the  ooleFs  of  Major  Laurol.  -Th» 
Victorieusc,  in  company  with  ihe  Zephyr  bri^ 
th^  sailed  (o  ^io  Caribei  which  they  reached  «i| 
tlie  ni^t  of  the  thiid  of  Sef^ember^-'  : At  two  in 
the  niorniogi  the  tropps  and  sofne  seaman  were^ 
landed)  to.  assail  the  ibrtf  in  the  mr»  while 
the  brigs  attacked  them  in  fwnt  The 
S(M^u^  coQAQiandaQb  however^  otiQse  rather 
to-^ve  op'his  gnns  thi||i  to  basaid  acofttest* 
Having  accomplished  this  part  of  the  service,  • 
Cqit3Mn  Pick$on  sailed  tp  -Giinipiinc^  wh^e  he 
afrff«d'ici- the  tftempon*  A  Frenet>  privateer 
was  thqn  at  anchor  in  t^e  tia^bour.  A  flag  of 
tnree  was  inmiediat^  seht-iiit  .to  deomnd  its 
surrender.  Confident  in  his  strfngih,  |he  com- 
mfindant  answered,  not  only  that  be  wenld  pro-* 
teet  die  ship,  but-.  th«t  the  Sntish  m))st^|jve  «p 
the  guns  that  had  been  tal^n  at  Rio  Caribe. 
Ue  was  soon  taught  a^pthst:  taiii^Mage.  The 
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lUn^rs  and  thUty  seamen  were  lauded,  to  9B»  chap. 
Buali  the  fort%  on  which  at  the  same  tisie  the 

vessels  opened  a  warm  cannonade.  In  tea 
nuiwites  the  lower  fort  was  c^ried.  .XheSpaoi** 
aids  abo  struck  tbeir  colours  on  the  up^r  fo/rl^ 
t>ut  the  French  hoisted  theirs^  and  coatinued  tb^ 
defence.  In  fiye  minutes  morey  howeirf^i  the 
upper  fort  shared  the  fate  of  the  lower.  The 
victory  dismantled  the  works,  and  carried  ofif  thQ 
4rtiUery  and  the  privateer.  This  gallant  exploit 
was  performed  by  a  party  not  one-fogrth  as 
l^ong  as  that  which  it  overcame;  the  Spaniards 
1^  Frencb  being  at  least  threes  biindred  in  mim* 

Tbe  rei^^we4  war  on  tb^  contioeut  of  ^ttiQ|ie» 
and  the  neoessity  of  making  stranuons  exertions 

ifji  ii^^t  quarter,  was  probably  t^e  reason  that|  in 
th^  ;e|ur  1799,  the  British  ministers  did  not  push 
Ae  war  agunst  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies 
on  tl^e  American  mainrlfmd,  and  in  |be  West«> 
]bidia».islpnds» ,  Only  ope  addition  w^s  madoito 
our  colonial  territori(?§  in  the  western  h^isphere, 
m^JbaX  VH4ft  et^ct^  rMU^^  hy  willing  tnattsfer, 
^bon^lly*  the  pravw  or  dread  «if  our  urssa. 

The  colony  alluded  to  is  that  of  Surinani ; 
4lf(.if4k»bit«R(%,^  yukifM  were  jiqt  so  Wind  to 
*  their  iiiritftrest  as  i^t  to  jee  th^,  they  tivere  more 
likdy  ,to  flguri^  .y<pd^r.  tb^  pQwerlyi  pmtec.twjo 
nfififtfllantt  tfaao^nfidei^lhe.hlichtioiLinflufliiCQQf 


Digitized  by  Google 


106 


HISIORY  OF  THE 


CBLAP.  government  was  to  rcpublic^in  France.  Of  the 
s^vw  friendly  sentiments  of  the  colonists  it  is  not  im- 
probriile  that  our  ministers  were  well  infomiecl* 
Be  this  as  it  may,  they  sent  instructions  to  Lieu- 
tenant-general Trigge^  to  sail  with  a  part  of  bis 
fbrce/'for  the  purpose  of  obtainiiig  possession  of 
the  colony.    -  -  * ' 

'As '^ii  as  the  general  had  collected,  from 
Grenada,  St.  Luda  and  Martinico,  the  troops 
which  were  necessary,  he  embarked  them  in  Port 
Royai  Bay,  on  board  of  two  sail  of  the  line  and 
five  frigate  £,  coriimanded  by  Lord  Henry  Sey- 
mour, who  put  to  sea  on  the  last  of  Jtily.  A 
vessd  had  preyioosiy  been  Aspatched,  to  recon- 
noitre the  coast,  and  to  prevent  inielligence  from 
being  cdnVeyai  to -the  point  of  attack.  The 
squadron'  redched'  its  destination,  off 'the  moud* 
of  the  river,  on  the  sixteenth  of  August.  Imnie- 
diately  on  its  coming  to  anchor,  the  genieral  and 
admiral  sent  a  message  on  shore,  calling  upon  the 
governor  to  surrender.  On  his  part  there  was 
no  disposition  to  resist.  Had  there  been 'any, 
the  means  were  not  wanting  to  second  it  ;  so  far 
at  least  as  to  render  the  conquest  not  a  bloodless  - 
acbievement  After  some  amieable  debating, 
however,  as  to  the  terms,  which  the  invaders  were^ 
for  more  than  one  reason,  willing  to  make  at 
beneficial  as  possible,  the  capitulation  was  settled, 
and  the  town  of  Paramaribo,  and  the  forts  and 
redoubts  in  its  vicinity,  were  directly  given  up  to 
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the  British.  The  colcmial  proprietors  received, 
their  new  masteis  with  undisguised  pleasure ;  and 
the  Dutch  troops  eDtmd  into  the  Britbh  service 
with  the  same  readiness  which  htd  been  display^ 
ed  by  their  couotrymen  at  Demerara. 

With  one  emptim^  the  British  cokwies  re^ 

mained  not  only  undisturbed  but  unmenaced, 
dyuring  this  year.   Nor  in  the  occurrence  which 
finroied  the  exception  was  there  much  to.  be 
dreaded.    Unable  to  make  any  impression  by 
open  foce»  the  i^qpublicaiis  found  themselves 
obliged  to  resort  to  treachery ;  in  which,  how* 
ever,  they  bad  no  better  fortune  than  attended 
them,  when  they  engaged  in  a  more  honourable 
mode  of  warfare.    Jamdca  was  their  olyect 
General  Romme,  who  had  been  sent  from  France 
aa  eommissioQer  to  St<  Domingo,  formed  a  p)aii 
for  invading  Jamaica,  and  for  seconding  his  in- 
.vasioD,  by  jneaDs  of  an  insurrection  of  the  Freoch 
prisoners  and  the  negroes  and  Maroons.  His 
agents,  for  spreading  the  flame  of  revolt  in  the 
ialftndi  .vere  Sesportas^  a  violent  jacobin,  and 
Duboison,  who  bad  been  a  captain  in  Dessource^s 
colonial  regiment  in  British  pay,  and  who,  on  the 
.  disbanding  of  Ae  l^lack  troops  by  General  Mait- 
land,  was  induced  to  offer  his  services  to  the 
enemy.  To  their  ei^pipye^  magnificent  promises^ 
efl4|r4ways  the  case^,9reDevn)ede,by  these  emis- 
saries, particularly  by  Sasportas,  wlio  used  to 
und^j^tal^  nqotipud  excursions^  in  which  he  pre- 
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CHAP,    ttocted't^httve  prodiiced  wonderful  effects  among 
the  Cbarles-Town  Maroons  and  the  slaved.  To 


support  the  liiiQilrMiftii,  whitii  inm  to  tIM 

brought  about,  General  Roiiiaic  exerted  himself 
at  Cape  Ffas^ois,  to  raise  Beveral  axtpB  of  troOps, 
among  wbieh  Wits  one  bearing  the  deHominktii 
of  tfab  Legum  Dlaboiiquc,  a  name  to  which  it 
IfOtdd,  dOubdefiSy  hate  endeayoiired  to  prove  ihit 
it  had  an  undenis^le  title.  In  order  to  provvfe 
himself  with  transports,  it  ivas  his-  intention  to 
Seize  ofRm^stieliAinrirican'vi^te  «s  tuA^  wMbitt 
his  reach.  From  Toussdnt  he  wished  to'^fftmfr 
some  iixiiitaiy  aisibttince;  but  &e  sable  >chief  v^di 
hm^HaiX  it^di  dttto  his  imei^t  m'entiotii>iig^ 
Ae  schetae ;  and,  therefore,  without  directly  cen- 
smtiig  it,  liercimtriv^  to  ^ftode  partidpi^tibiifi 

declaring  that  he  could  not  spare  Shy  of  hte 
troops,  and  that,  in  fact,  martial  measures  were 
Unnecessary,  as  the  )[Hir(iOse  might  ^t'&itjf  ttibcrlib 
accomplished  by  a  few  of  his  proclamations. 
Romme  was  thus  Mt  to  his  own  resources. '  ^ 

Some' mischief  mi^t;  nevertheless,  have  beed 
done,  had  not  the  government  of  Jamaica  received 
timely  intelBgence  of  what  wals  liieditated.  Foir 
this  intelligehce  it  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Douglis, 
who  had  succeeded  Colonel  Grant  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  comioeriiiat  commissidner;  By  bfo 
thorough  acquaiiitaace  with  the  French  language 
and  manners,  Mr.  Douglas  not  only  ingratiated 
himself  with  Toussaint,  but  also  with  many 
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Others^  whoiiad  it  in  their  poMr  t»  gi?e  him  fn*  <^af. 

formatiQa  respecting  the  plans  of  the  French  ^ 
Hilars  agriost  the  Biitish  cdonies.   In  this  iviay 

he  managed  to  obtain  some  knon  ledge  of  General 
Romaie*s  project.   £ager  to  g^in  a  periiecl  in- 
siglit  of  it,^be  fdna^  the  Isold  iittd  tt^uAous 
scheme  of  personally  visiting  the  Gape.  Tbus- 
saint  endeaTOured  in  vain  to  disai^^  bim  from 
this  perilous  undertaking.    He  persisted ;  and, 
passing  himself  off  as  a  Frenchman,  and  pro* 
lecl^  by  the  iofloi^  of  TcfuSsaiflit's  nome^  hft 
safely  and  fully  effected  his  purpose.   His  dis- 
patches enabled  the  goveromeiit  of  jamaioa  to 
sebe  the  two-  spies,  who  were  thtti  on  board  tA 
'vesscA  VI  Kingston  harbour,  and  even  to  secuiie 
the  secret  drawer «OlAain^Dg  thtti^co^l«l^poinfi^ 
plans,  and  other  papers.  He  likewise  cbntrlbuted 
still  further-  to  frustrate  the  project,  by  warning 
tto  Americans  of  the  general's  ihttotioa  blma* 
lag  their  vessels*  ■    ^  '  ■  ^\o' 

It^does  9Pt  appear  that  these  ^iserabkiiB^ 
bad  yet  dene  qouch  in  fhrtbeilaneb  of  tliebHnas- 
ter's  scheme.  A  few  stands  of  arms  were  dug 
.  up  out  of  the  sandj  near  Fort  Ghf^les^  and.a  box 
of  national  cockades,  which  had  he6ia  a6oat 
i|r;^^the  harbour,  that  it  might  find  its  way  on 
shored  was  picked  up  by  a  fidhermah,  Duboison 
saved  his  life  by  disclosing  every  thing  that  he 
knew.  ;  Sasportas  was  hanged  at  Kingston,  and 
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CHAP.  Us  exMution  was  performed  wkb  m  wucb  so* 
v^!^  lenmity  as  possible,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 

im.  Frenchmen  who  were  then  numerous  in  the  town, 
and  setne  of  whom  were  suspecied  of  at  least 
viewing  with  too  favourable  an  eye  the  sinister 
deci^gns  of  their  republican  countrymen.  The 
hopes  and  exertions  of  General  Ronimey  what* 
ever  tliey  may  have  been^  expired  with  hi& 
agents. 

The  warlike  operations  of  the  year  ]  800  were 

confined  to  the  conquest,  or  rather  to  the  receiv- 
ing the  submissioii,  of  the  island  of  Cura^poa. 
From  that  arsenal  of  mischief,  Guadaloupc,  a 
body  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  French  troops 
was  <fispatched  -  to  srize  upon  the  bland,  which 
seeiiis  iiitherto  to  have  preserved  a  sort  of  neu- 
trality. The  Dutch,  however,  were  by  no  means 
pleased  at  the  Ihoi^t  of  being  under  the  govern- 
ment of  their  Gallic  friends ;  and  they  accord* 
ingly  refused  to  submit  to  the  invading  force. 
Hostilities  were  in  consequence  con:inienced. 
Convinced  that  their  own  resources  were  not 
sufficient  to  bear  them  oot  in  the  contest,  the 
Dutch,  early  in  September,  applied  to  the  British 
for  assistance^  which  was  readily  g^ted.  Cap« 
tain  Watkins,  in  the  Nerdd,  fortunately  arrived 
at  the  critical  moment  when  the  enemy  were 
preparing  to  storm  the  principal  fort.  The 
island  was  placed  under  the  protection  of  his 
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Majeitjr,  oa  imtj  finmraUs  ^im;  ami  lb»  c^^* 
French,  now  hopeless  of  success,  abandoned  thttr  n^v^ 
Wterprise. 

' '  Th0  fomiation  of  the  noithifii.  wtt&itncf 

in  Europe,  turni&hed  ^e  British  government,  in 
iiOl,  ivWi)<iMh  oljeil»€^  attack*  Ofdeia.wen 
in  «oiiiai|iieiwa  ami  out  to  lha  nililary^tairi 
naval  commandersi  to  reduce  the  Swedish m>loay. 
of  St  Bartholomew,  and  the  Danish  coloite:^ 
Sti  -lobn,  St.Thonlatand  SmaH^Oam-  '^  ^  il 

The  force  destined  for  this  purpose  consisted 
of  Ite  third  and  davenlh  vagimaamf  foot^-  the 
eighth  West>India  regiment,  and  a  detachment 
of  the  fto]Fal  ArtUterj^  the-whole  under  lieu- 
taaaat^enaml  Tngge.  I^e  sqnaihoii  appeaiwd 
before  St  Bartholomew  on  the  mneteenth  of 
Maacb^  and-at  the  likod  was  wImMj  nprepami 
for  dafenee,  its  military  estabfiahment  consisting 
merely,  of  twenty^one  ^meny  it  surrendered  at  ihe 
fiiai  wmiMMii. 

Having  been  joined,  on  the  twenty-tiiird,  by 
a  strong  rainforoaoiMit  kom  Englaodv  ^  oosi- 
mandeia  leiol^ed  to  attampt  the  radaetbn^  this 
neighbouring  island  of  St  Martin's,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  tbeir  leeetttacqinsitioii.  &t 
'Marth»*s  was  ^iii  the  joint  occupations  of  the 
French  and  Dutch ;  and  it  was  not  very  pro- 
bable that  the  Fiweh  would  be  quiet  neighbourSy 
whatever  the  Dutch  might  be.  The  fleet  stood 
into  Little  Cole  Bay,  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
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CHAP.  tmDty^burth,  and  the  tnieps  wm  goi  rttdy  fior 
v„«.v^  AMBibirinitkHL   One  brigide,  of  one  thoiumd 

eight  hundred  men,  was  destined  to  attaek  Fort 
CbetterfieU,  nwr  the  toirn  of  Marigot»  which  is 
situated  in  the  French  quarter  of  the  island.  The 
Moond  brigadei  led  by  Brigadier-general  Mait- 
landy  waa  lo  land  near  Fort  Amalecdaai,  and  te 

reduce  that  fort,  and  the  town  of  Philipsburgh, 
in  the  Duteh  quarter* 

It  waa  eipected  that  the  fvincipal  xetiataaee 
wouM  be  made  at  FortCheaterfield,  but^  contrary 
to  tUs  expedalion,  the  enemy  bad  concentailed 
ntarly  the  whole  of  their  force  in  the  Dotdi 
quarter.  At  first  thqr  fleemed  disposed  to  make 
a  idgorous  oppontien.  A  krge  body  of  tfaenii 

with  two  field  pieces,  fell  upon  four  companies 
of  the  sixty-fourth  reg^nenty  beaded  by  Lieu* 
tenant^crionel  Pakenfaam,  and  twocompaniea  of 
the  eiglitb  West-India  regiment  They  werej 
however,  repubed,  with  the  loss  of  their  cannon, 
and  offifiy  orahcty  men.  The  West-India  regi- 
i  meat,  composed  of  new  negroes,  who  had  never 
beihre  fteed  a  fotf  behaved  u|ion  this  opcaaion 
with  the  utmost  gallantry.  This  rude  repulse 
tied  the  effisct  of  thoroughly  discouraging  the 
enemy;  ao  that,  befim  the  doee  of  the  day»  they 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  the  colony  remained 
in  die  poaamsion  of  the  British.  One  privateer 
of  twelve  guns,  and  several  vesads,  fidl  mlo  the 
power  of  the  victors. 
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Tim  fjpimA  mi  mkokti  ni^^ 
St.  Thomis  and  Su  John,  and  theace  to  Santa 
Crtiz^  all  of  which  colonies  submitted  without 
attempting  any  miataaoa;  die  govemon  haiDg 

not  only  without  the  means  of  resisting,  but  even 
ignorant  that  war  waa  declared  between  Gnat 
fintain  and  the  nordieni  powen. 

The  last  event  which  occurred  during  this 
war  was  the  capitulatioa  of  the  islandi  of  St. 
Euatatia  and  Saba,  which  took  place  on  die 
twenty-first  of  April.  The  French  having  quit- 
ted St  fioatatia,  Pnrident  Tbooiaon  of  St  Chria- 
topher's  lost  not  a  moment  in  ordering  Lieuten- 
ant-colonel Blunt  to  sail  with  a  detachment  to 
aene  ity  with  the  double  view  of  giving  security 
to  the  surrounding  islands^  and  recovering  a 
number  of  negroes  who  had  .eloped  from  St 
Cfarialopfaer^a.  A  hundred  am  were  deemed 
enough  to  execute  this  service.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  oppoae  the  British.  Forty-eig^t  pieces 
of  cannon,  of  various  calibreSi  were  fimnd  upon 
the  batteries.  . 

The  eonieat  between  EnglaBd  and  Ranee 

had  now  continued  nearly  nine  years,  and  both 
parties  had  severely  aufiiered.  Neither  of  the 
belligerent  powers  erndd  expect  to  gain  modi  by 
continuing  hostilities  against  the  other;  but 
France  had  less  to  gain  than  England,  whose 
naval  ascendancy  it  was'  in  vmn  for  her  to  at- 
tempt lo  destrpy.   Her  own  navy  was  crushed ; 
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scarcely  if  at  all  in  a  better  state ;  and  the  hope 
w^McU  had  looked  to  the  northern  powers  for 
iparit|nia  aid^  ms  blaitad  by  tfaa  tibander  of 
Nelson  at  Copenhagen.  It  was,  for  several  rea- 
sons, of  importaace  to  the  first  Consul  to  guo  a 
braatfaing  time,  and  to  reeow  by  peace  .those 
colonies  which  there  was  hardly  a  possibility  of 
wresting  by  wai*  from  the  girasp  cff  hia  potent  ad* 
varsary.   On  the  other  hand,  the  Britisb  minis* 
terSi  newly  come  into  oficCi  having  little  natural 
hold  of  the  country,  and,  dierefiDre^  willing  Da 
gain  popularity  with  the  multitude,  were  not 
averse  from  bringing  the  conflict  to  a  dose.  The 
result  of  this  fteUng  on  both  sides  was  the  peace 
of  Amiens.     Many  persons  hailed  this  peace 
with  unfeigiied  delight,  and  flattered  themselves 
that  the  restored  fiiendship  of  the  two  countries 
would  be  of  long  duration ;  but  other  and  sharper- 
»g|ited  politicians  derided  those  pacific  dreams, 
and  piredicted  that,  at  no  distant  period,  England 
.  would  be  compelled  to  resume  the  sword,  and, 
tmder  less  favourable  circumstances  than  the 
present,  to  contend  for  her  very  existence,  with  a 
more  inveterate,  artful,  and  formidable  foe  than 
bad  yet  been  opposed  to  her. 

If  we  look  to  the  result  of  this  war,  we  shall 
be  obUged  to  confess  that  it  was  not  such  as 
could  afibrd  any  gratification  to  British  feelings. 
The  first  object  of  the  contest,  namely,  the  put- 
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ting  down  of  the  republican  government,  was 
never  vi^orotttly  and  wisely  pursued,  and  waa 
early,  abandoned.  Tbeieeottd  deekrtd  okjeet^ 
that  of  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  fixtim,  can  scaioelyi  by  any  perversion  of 
language,  fce  aaid  to  have  been  attainid*  On 
die-  European  cootioent,  the  power  of  France 
was  imnMnady  agpandiaed ;  in  her  coloniea  she 
loat  nolliing.  Nay,  she  was,  in  fact,  etoeedingly 
benefited  by  their  temporary  submission  to  her 
eneny;  aa  that  enemy  restored  them  fructified 
by  an  abundant  portion  of  British  capital.  The 
^kins  of  £ngland  were  Ceylon  in  the  east,  and 
IVinidadin  thawest;  acf|aisitioDS  which  affiuded 
fertile  themes  of  sarcasm  and  bitter  scorn  to 
those  who  disappcoved  of  die  peace  of  Amiens, 
and  which  were  certainly  by  no  means  commen- 
surate with  her  exertions  and  sacrifices,  and  were 
stiU  less  adequate  to  aecore  her  in  ftilure  from  a 
repetition  of  the  dangers  which  had  threatened 
her  in  the  past. 

Yet,  as  &raa  relates  to  the  West  lacBas,  had 
success  depended  only  on  a  lavish,  and  it  may  li€ 
said  a  careless,  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasury 
it  coaU  not  kave  fruied  to  crown  the  British 
efforts.  Not  less,  but  {Nrobably  rather  mor^  than 
thirty  thousand  soldiera  were  victims  of  peati* 
knee  and  the  sword;  more  than  as  mai^miUions 
ef  money  were  spent  in  thjs  protracted  struggle. 
It  would  be  easy  1p  demonatiate  that  an  army  of 


118  HISXOEV  OF  THE  . 

CHAP,  such  magiutude,  skilfully  commanded,  and  timely 
employed  in  Europe,  might,  at  various  cpocha  of 
the  wtTy  Imm  accflmpliabed  the  ram  of  the  i»* 
publican  governaieat  But  the  fractioDs  which 
mi^t  have  cmnposed  it  weie»  on  tiie  oontniry^ 
destined  to  moulder  away  naelesriy  and  ingloii* 
ously,  in  a  contest  with  an  unworthy  foe«  or  a 
prey  to  the  ravages  of  diseaiew  St  I>oiiiingo»  in 
particular,  was  a  devouring  and  un^Eithomable 
guiph  for  the  swallowing  up  of  money  and  of 
lives^' 

The  master  error  of  those  who  conducted  the 
war  seams^  to  have  been  their  practice  of  never 
Vousing  themsdves  to  an  exertion  which  shooldt 
at  the  very  outset,  overbear  all  resistance  OD  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  isnd  shoold  suhsequentiy  eo* 
sare  obedience,  by  rendering  rebeOioii  hopclisa. 
Had  the  iorce  origioaUy  conhded  to  Sir  Charles 
Grey  been  anfficient  to  sweep  the  lepiihficami 
from  the  French  islands,  we  might  have  retained 
a  firm  hold  of  our  conquests,  infinite  bloodshed 
would  han^e  been  spared,  and  Grenada  and  St 
Vincent's  would  not  have  been  exposed  to  be 
desolated  by  a  liceotious  banditti*  The  same  may 
be  said  with  respect  to  the  armament  which  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  Sir  Balph  Aber* 
dnomby.  fiut^insteadof  making  war  on  a  great 
scale,  those  who  had  the  managemerit  of  affidrs, 
and  who,  it  must  be  remembered,  had  almost 
nnlimited  means,  chose  to  confine  themselves  to 
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an  unmeaning  sacceMon  of  petty  efforti.  In- 
stead of  aeUio^on  foot  a  formidable  9imy,  whieh 
miglht  at  dooe  strike  a  dedaif  e  blow,  they  pre* 

ferred  to  have  an  army  originally  too  weak  for 
its  purpose,  which  hourly  diminished  in  strength, 
and  of*  wliidi  the  tfamned  and  dispirited,  ranks 
were  hardly  iilied  up  hy  the  scaoty  reinforcements 
fiom  the  mother  count!;.  Tbej  racruiled  for 
tlie  bos[utAl  and  the  grave;  not  for  the  breach 
and  the  field  of  battle.  Such  a  mode  o(  warfare 
]S|  of  ail  others,  the  best  calculated  to  exhaust 
the  military  resources  of  a  state,  and  to  degrade 
its  military  character.  Boldness,  promptitude, 
and  energy,  are  among  the  foremost  of  the  quali- 
ties  which  should  be  posseised  by  men  who  are 
desirous  to  bring  a  contqit  to  glorious  cpaclu- 
sieo.  These  were  nndoubtedly  wanting  in  the 
ministers  who  had  the  direction  of  the  West- 
Indian  war;  and  it  is,  therefore!  not  wond^rfol 
that  the  effect  produced  Ml  so  lamentably  short 
of  what  might  reasonably  have  been  expected, 
from  the  OMns  which  imo  emfAoyed. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amic/is. — fVat*  recdni- 
memed  m  the  West  Indies. — Landmg  effected 
at  Si* Lucia. — Mome Rrtune tdkenbfstmrt 
— Surrender  of  the  island  of  Tobago. — Reduc- 
^  '  tim  of  pemerarat  Essequibo  and  Berbicei'^ 
E.rpedition  against  Antigm  defeated, — Pro- 
ceedings of  the  squadron  off  St.  Domingo* — •* 
'  Surrender  of  Rodhambetnt.  —  Conquest  of 
Surinam. — A  French  squadron  arrives  in  the 
fVest  IndieSi^Omtributiom  levied  by  it  upon 
Domnica  and  other  iskmds.^A  setSond  squa^ 
dron,  under  Admiral  Villencuve,  atrives  at 
Martimco. — Surrender  of  the  Diamond  Rock* 
''—Can^aign  of  1 806  entirehf  fiavdl^^^Cuq^ture 
of  a  French  squadron  by  Admiral  Duckworth. 
'  '^The  French fkety  under  (htUkmrneZi  arrtoes 
at  Martimco. — Capture  of  the  Pomona^  off 
the  coast  qf  Cuba.-^^urafoa  taken  by  Ct^tain 
Brisbane. 

CHAP.   The  peace,  or  rather  hpllow  truce,  of  AmieDS  " 
was  but  of  short  dumtum.  The  coDdimed  en- 
croachment5  of  the  French  ruler,  his  contemptu- 
ous insolence,  and  his  obvious  designs  against  the 
safety  of  this  comitry^  iwdmcl  it  impoiBiUe  any 
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longer  to  femaiii  at  amity  with  a  powor  which  it  chap. 
was  less  dangerous  to  encounter  as  an  enemy  than 
toncdveasaiiieiid.  In  little  more  than  eigfUeea 
months  the  sword  was  once  more  drawn,  and  a 
contest  was  commenced,  which,  as  had  been 
|iiediclod|  was  to  bo  carried  on  with  fiur  gMUit 
violence  thein  any  former  one  had  been,  and  was 
not  to  iie  terminated  till  aiter  a  long  and  weary 
struggle,  and  the  final  mm  of  one  of  the  contend- 
ing parties. 

The  West  Indies  werei  of  coune»  agrin  a 
theatre  for  wariike  operations*   It  was  fortunate 

for  Great  Britain^  that  the  f^irst  Consul  had  bent 
all  his  military  MxU  to  th^tecoi^ry  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, so  as  to  leave  his  other  islands  in  a  com- 
paratively unguarded  state,  and  that  the  powerful 
army  which  Le  Ciere  had  landed  in  that  coiooy 
was  reduced  to  a  most  deplorable  situation,  by  the 
pertinacious  hostility  of  its  n^^  opponents,  and 
the  malignity  <if  tb^  climate.  Had  St  Domingo, 
been  ,  easily  reduced  to  subjection,  the  French 
troops  would)  at  Ans  moment,  have  been  ready 
to  poor  down  upon  the  British  possessions ;  and, 
however  favouvable  to  us  the  result  of  the  conflict 
m^tihave  been,  these  can  be  no  doubt  that  our 
colonies  would  have  severely  suffered.  As  it  was, ' 
the  f  cench,  at«tlie  bceakiogoat  of  the  war,  were 
an  no»eoDdition>to  ftkrmiany  idiemes  of  conquest 
or  invasion ;  and  the  British  bad,  in  consequence, 
fuU  opportunity  to  not  vigoiouely  against  them. 
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our  arms  were  directed.  The  troops  were  eov 
J803.  iiarked  at  Barbadoea,  on  lliei  mneteeDth  of  Juiie^ 
and  on  the  twenty-first  they  were  disembarked  in 
Choc  Bay.  At  hal£  past  iive  in  the  £^teroooa» 
the  French  outpoets  weiedrmn  inland  the  Uwm 

of  Castries  was  taken.  The  governor,  General 
Nog^e8»  retired  with  the  whole  of  hU  &>rce  to  the 
•tmg  post  of  Mome  Fortune.  As  he  refused 
to  accede  to  auy  terms,  and  as  the  approaching 
nuns^  on  which  the  French  conunander  doohdess 
rsliedy  wouM  make  it  almost  impracticable  to 
carry  on  a  si^e,  General  Grioheld,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulty  of  the  enterprise^  resolyed 
to. attempt  an  immediate  assault.  Tlie  storming 
took  place  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  for 
some  time  the  gsrrison  made  a  ^lUmt  stand ; 
but  the  spirit  of  tlie  assailants  at  length  over- 
came every  obstacle.  In  half  an  hour  all  tlie 
awrks  were  carried  at  the  ppint  of  the  bayonet 
It  reflects  high  honour  on  the  conquerors,  that^ 
firom  the  moment  when  they  had  effiacted  their 
entrance  into  the  fortress,  their  animosity  was  at 
an  end,  and  not  a  single  individual  of  their  late 
coemisawiM  cither  kilted  or  Miimled.  Tiietolsl 

loss,  in  slain  and  hurt,  on  our  side  was  between  one 
hundred  ami  thirty  and  one  hundred  and  Axctg 
warn*  ThtX  of  the  Faomah  was.  cansidewJble; 
and  the  number  of  the  prisoners  was  six  hundred 
and  forty*  This  Uow.was.  dceisivse  of  the  fisle^ 
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«f  tbe  colony ;  Pigeon  Isltiid  and*  the  odier 
posts  being  delivered  up  without  a  further  stnig- 

From  St.  Lucia,  after  a  stay  of  only  three 
days,  General  Grintield  proceeded  to  Tobagpi 
which  he  reached  on  the  thirtiedi  of  Jim.  In 

this  island  lie  was  sure  to  meet  with  no  open  or 

secret  resistaoce  from  the  colonists,  nearly  ail  of 
them  £nglish,  and  ifi^ho  had  rductnntly  returned 
under  the  dominion  of  France,  in  consequence  of 
the  traaty  of  Amkna*  Tbe  foroes  were  landed 
and  marehed  to  Scarborough,  without  any  oppo« 
siiioa  being  attempted  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
tiMfWpl  from  a  single  batleryf  quickly  silenced,  al 
the  moment  of  disembarkation.  The  governor, 
General  Cssar  Earthier,  was^  in  truth,  too  weak 
In  endeavour  to  resist  the  progress  <iS  the  Britisfa. 
On  the  first  summons  he  consented  to  capitulate, 
a|Ml  bis  feeble  garrison,  consisting  of  somewhat 
mora  than  two  hundred-  soldiers  and  tailon,  kid 
dowja  their  arms,  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to^ittium  to.  France. 

The  colonies  of  Demerara>  Essequibo  and 
Berbice,  were  the  next  hostile  possessions  which 
snhesilled  to  onr  anthori^.  It  would  be  m  per* 

version  of  language  to  term  them  conquests,  as 
the]j[  wiUingly  placed  themselves  under  British 
protection*  During  tbe  interval  between  their 
surrender  in  1796  and  tbe  peace  of  Amiens, 
meny  £n|^  sulgeets  had  settled  in  theiny  and 
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\^^/^  not  unfriendly  to  their  new  rulers.  This  alone, 
even  without  the  dread  of  the  deBtniction  inevi- 
tably arising  from  our  enmity,  should  they  be  rash 
enough  to  provoke  it,  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  make  the  people  of  Demeram  reluctant  to 
oppose  us.  But 'at  this  moment  they  had  a 
strong  reason  £cNr  looking  to  us  as  deliverers, 
rather  than  as  enemies.  The  notorious  Victor 
Hugues  was  now  governor  of  Cayenne,  and  the 
spirit  of  mischief  was  as  much  alive  in  him  as 
ever.  He  had  collected  around  him  aformidaUe 
band  of  desperadoes,  with  which  it  was  his  avow- 
ed intenjtbn,  first  to  seise  upon  Dutch  Guiana, 
and  then  to  proceed  to  revolutionize  the  British 
West-India  colcmies.  Such  a  threat  as  this,  from 
sudi  a  man,  was  not  a  little  calculaled  to  excite 
alarm  in  his  Batavilui  neighbours.  Certain  that 
the  colonial  force  was  not  strong  enough  to  pre- 
vent 4fae  execntion  of  the  introductory  part  of  his 
project,  a  portion  of  the  colonists  dispatched  a 
messenger  to  Barbadoes,  to  apf^y  for  8iiooour« 
A  lag  of  trace  was  immediately  sent  finom  that 
island,  with  an  fissequibo  proprietor  on  board, 
and  through  his  mediuni  the  nlterior  mode  of 

proceeding  is  believed  to  have  been  settled. 
The  Netley  was  also  stationed  off  the  coast,  to 
proeore  information,  and  collect  hoats  to  convey 
the  troops  on  shore. 

This  having  been  done^  a  division,  under 
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hit  day  of  August,  and  arrived  off  the  river  of  s^^v^ 
DemeiBiB  on  the  dighteenth  of  the  fiiUowiag 
month.    A  tnmmoBS  wai  tent  in,  whicfap  of 
ooucsei  produced  an  immediate  smreoder.  De* 
mierara  and  Ettoqiiibo  wera^  in-  consecj^ieoce^ 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British,  on  the  same 
cby ;  and  Colonel  Nicholson  was  then  delaehed 
to  Berbice,  which  was  yidded  op  to  him  on  tho 
twenty- fourth.  Had  the  colonists  not  considered 
the  seemiog  invaders  as  friends,  it  is  obvious  that 
they  might  have  made  die  rodnction  of  these 
colonies  an  arduous  tasi^ ;  as  thw  force  was  not 
short  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  maO|  and 
die  shallowness  of  the  water,  for  some  distance 
from  the  land,  would  have  rendered  the  disem- 
barkation of  the  troops  a  difficult  and  dangerous 

undertaking  in  the  face  of  a  resolute  enemy. 

While  this  expedition  was  on  its  way  to  De- 
wmm,  the  governor  of  Guadakmpe  fimned  a 
scheme,  whicb^  had  it  been  successful,  would 
have  dooe  considerable  damage^  and  been  pro* 
doedve  trf  much  inconvenicnee  to  our  navy.  His 
design  was  to  destroy  the  port  and  dock-yard  of 
fn^sh  Harbourj  in*Antigua.  For  this  purpoflo 
he  embarked  seven  hundred  men,  in  thirteen 
ichooaerSir  Fortunately,  iu)wever,  they  had.  not 
time  to  comply  thmr  short  passage.  They  were 
fsAlen  in  with,  on  the  fifth  of  September,  by  the 
finmU  frigate,  which  captured  three  of  them, 
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cmF.   uid  drove  the  rest  of  tbem  bsck  lo  Gii^^ 

under  the  batteries  of  which  they  with  ditEculty 
escaped. 

St  Domingc^  whieh  wee  now  the  gra^t  ot  a 

French  army,  as  it  had  formerly  been  of  a  British, 
pmred  also  in  bo  smaU  dqpae  injurious  to  the 
owFyof  nance.  At  the  htter  end  erf  June  a 
British  squadron  appeared  oft  that  island,  and 
was  emedingly  ectife  in  harawmg  the  aiieiiiy» 
and  intercepting  succours.  The  Mignonne  cor* 
irette,  of  eighteen  guna»  was  cut  out  of  Cape 
Nicholas  Mole»  on  the  tiMity-iifaidi  of  Jone^  by 
the  boats  of  the  Goliath;  on  the  first  of  July, 
La  Creole  frigatej  of  for^-lour  gMnsi  with  Genei> 
lal  Morgan,  bis  staff,  and  fivefaondrad  and  thirty 
French  troops,  was  captured  off  the  same  placCi 
fay  Commodore  BayatuBi  who  Ukewiae  took  a 
schooner,  on  the  same  day,  with  a  hundred  bloods- 
hounds  from  Cuba ;  aod^  on  the  eleventh,  Cap- 
tain Bissel,  in  the*  Bacooii  aloop^  omde  hunself 

master  of  the  Lodi  of  twenty  guns,  after  an  action 
of  forty  minutes.  Numerous  small  anned  vea- 
aris  also  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  British  cnaaers. 
Cape  Francis  was  now  closely  invested  on  all 
sidc^s^  and,  as  there  was  eveiy  probability  that  it 
mtttit  eventually  fall,  the  Du  Quesne  of  sevent^^ 
four  guns,  and  the  Dugay  Trouin,  of  the  same 
•  ibroe,  made  an  effort,  on  this  twenfy-foarth  of 

July,  to  quit  the  harbour,  and  elude  the  vigilance 
of  our  fleet.   In  this  they  were  but  partly  sue- 
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iaid  tiie  Etephant.    After  a  chase  of  twenty-four  s^^w 
hours,  the  Du  Quesne  struck  her  colours  to  the 
VaiigDudy  end  ives  eanied  into  Jemakt.  The 
Dugay  Trouin  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape 
from  her  punuen. 

Cloiely  praned  by  thrir  negro  oppoMMfl^ 
who  were  justly  incense4  at  the  cruelties  of  which 
dieir  enemiei  had  been  giiilty»  the  sitnetiQa  of 
die  French  in  the  various  towns  on  the  coast 
soon  became  exceedingly  critical,  and  their  fears 
praportioaebly  exdied.  Tiny  had,  indeed,  little 

to  hope,  and  much  to  dread,  from  men  whose 
pesaiiOQs  were  seldom  under  strict  controul,  and 
who  had  been  irritated  beyond  homan  eoditfanoe* 
In  tins  emergency  it  appeared  to  be  wiser  to 
throw  themadf  es  on  die  mercy  of  a  civiliaed  foe, 
Ifaan  to  nm  die  risk  of  fidling  into  the  power  of 
lliose  from  whom  mercy  was  soaroelj  to  be  ex- 
pected. General  d*Henin,  the  governor  of  St 
Marc,  was  the  first  who  acted  on  this  prinp- 
ciple.  His  sakty  and  that  of  his  troops  had, 
however,  been  abeady  secured*  by  British  kind- 
ness.   Having  been  informed  by  General  Des- 
salines  that  he  meant  immediately  to  summon 
die  town,  which  was  reduced  to  the  most  pitiable 
extremity,  Admiral  Sir  J*  Duckworth  had  stipu- 
lated with  him,  that,  in  case  of  the  surrender  of 
the  French,  they  should  be  spared,  and  marched  to 
the  iSkide^  to  he  put  into  his  hands.  But  General 
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CHAP.  d'HwD  did  not  wait  iat  the  smnmoiift  o£  dw 
negro  cUef*   Tbe  Vanguard  bwriof^  on  llie'te> 

IMS.  q£  September,  beea  sent  round  to  St.  Marc^ 

he  dispfttched  a  flag  of  truce  cm  board,  with  an 
offer  to  capitulate,  which  was  accepted  by  Cap- 
tain W  alker.  A  corvette  of  twelve  gpm,  and 
two  brigs,  were  delivered  up  to  the  caplaio.  The 
garrison  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  who  were  in  the  moat.  depk>rahle  stale,  they 
having  for  a  long  while  been  aoflhriog  under  an 
almost  total  privation  of  food. 

Una  Example  was  followed,  in  thacoone  of 
a  week|  by  the  commander  at  Fort  Dauphin ; 
no^  however,  till  the  cannon  of  the  Theseus  had 
lendcred  hia  situation  entirely  hopeleos.  Captain 
Bligh,  of  that  ship,  finding  that  the  small  coast- 
ing craft  of  the  enemy  sheltered  themsebreB  under 
the  batteries  of  Fort  Dauphin,  where  a  frigate 
was  also  lying  at  anchor,  resolved  to  make  him- 
self master  of  at  least  the  frigate.  With  this 
purpose  he  placed  his  vessel  within  mosket^shot 
of  Fort  Labouque,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
the  fire  of  whidi  he  speedily  silenced*  The  fri- 
gate then  hauled  down  her  colours ;  and  the 
commander  of  the  town^  now  deprived  of  the 
means  of  resisting  die.Uaoks,  also  surrsndeied 
with  his  troops,  and .  was  ccmveyed  to  Cape 
frBn$ais«i  iMrniog  that  Qeheral  Dmnont  and 
bis  suite  had  lately  been  taken  by  the.b1ad»,  and 
were  m  inuninent  peril,  Captain  Biig^  humaocy 
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aolicited  Dessalioes  for  their  release,  and  was 
gratified  by  obtaining  it  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month.  General  Bninette,  who  commanded 

at  Aux  Caves,  was  addetl  to  the  number  of  those 
who  sought  the  protection  of  the  British,  to  avert 
Ae  danger  which  they  dreaded  from  the  resent- 
ment of  the  n^oes. 

Cape  Francis,  where  General  Rochafnbean 
commanded,  held  out  more  than  two  months 
letter.  At  length  nec^sity  coaipeiied  the  French 
general  to  open  a  negodation  with  the  besiegers. 
On  the  19th  of  November,  Dessalincs,  probably 
anxious  to  complete  the  conquest  of  the  island, 
consented  that  the  garrison  should  reth^,  within 
ten  days^  in  their  own  ships,  and  should  leave 
Ifadr  sick  in  the  hospitals,  who^  on  dieir  recovery, 
should  be  sent  to  France  in  neutral  vessels. 
With  a  shatiieless  want  of  good  faitli,  of  which 
ioo  'nuuiy  of  his  countrymen  have  given  examples, 

Rochanibeaii,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  was 
sigping  this  capitulation,  commissioned  two  ofii- 
oers  to  treat  on  the  same  subject  with  the  British 
admiral.  Not  a  word  was  hnUed  of  tlie  agree- 
ment into  winch  he  Imd  entered  with  Dessalines. 
His  terms  were  rejected,  and  others  proposed  to 
him,  of  which  he  refused  to  accept.  He  most 
probably  indulged  a  hope  that  the  stormy  wea- 
ther, which  then  prev£^iled,  would  blow  the 
blockading  squadron  off  the  coast,  and  thus 
affind  htm  a*  chance  of  ffigfht   In  this  he  was 
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v^,,^^  persevering  vigilance  which  precluded  the  possi- 
1905.  ]|Uity  Qf  escape.  He  was  now  placed,  by  his  owa 
duplicity,  in  an  awkward  dilemma.  Wilhoof^ 
was  the  blockading  squadron,  ready  to  rush  upon 
him  tbe  instant  that  he  moved ;  within,  weie  the 
blacks,  who  threatened  to  sink  and  destroy  the 
ships  and  troops  with  red-hot  shot,  if  he  delayed 
his  departure  from  the  harbour.  In  thie  emer- 
gency he  was  glad  to  implore  the  British  admiral 
to  obtain  him  a  short  respite  iinom  the  Uadoy  till 
some  sort  of  capitulation  could  be  drawn  up. 
This  was  done,  though  not  without  difficulty, 
as  Dessalines  could  hardly  be  dissuaded  from 
carrying  his  threat  into  execution.  The  result 
was,  that  three  frigates  and  seventeen  smaiier 
vessels  hauled  down  tfadr  colours,  and  tbe  re* 
mmib  of  the  garrison,  consisting  of  about  eight 
thousand  men,  all  that  were  left  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men,  became  prisoners  of  war. 

The  Mole  was  still  held  by  a  small  force, 
under  General  Noailles.  .  When  summoned,  on 
the  second  of  December,  by  Captain  Loring,  he 
declined  to  comply ;  asserting  at  the  same  time 
|hat  he  had  five  months  provisbns.  Butontfaat 
very  night  he  silently  evacuated  the  post,  and 
put  his  gjarrison  on  board  of  six  vessels.  The 
brig  in  which  he  was  embarked  had  the  good 
fortune  to  escape ;  the  whole  of  the  remainder 
were  captured  by  the  British.  Thus  terminated 
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the  FVendi  expedition  ibr  the  re-conqiieit  of  St  chap. 

vin» 

Donnngo.  s^/tt^ 
Surinam  was  tbe  sole  object  against  wliieb» 

in  the  year  1804,  the  British  arnis  were  directed  ; 
aod  it  did  not  fall  quite  so  easily  as  its  sister 
colony  of  Bemeram  had  done.  Paramaribo,  tbe 
capital  of  this  colony,  is  situated  on  the  Surinam 
riyer,  some  dbtanoe  abofe  its  junction  with  the 
Commewyne.  The  town  itsdf  is  unforrified,  but 
several  strong  works  guard  and  make  difficult 
the  anvoach  to  it    On  the  right  bank  of  the 

Surinam,  near  its  entrance  into  the  sea,  is  the 
battery  of  Bream's  point,  mounting  seven  guns; 
higher  up  is  tbe  battery  FMurid,  of  twelve  heavy 
guns ;  and  at  a  small  distance  beyond,  is  Fort 
L^den*  of  twelve  guns.  At  the  conflnenoe  of 
tte  Surinam  and  the  Commewyne,  and  crossing 
its  lire  with  that  of  fort  Ley  den,  is  Fort  Amster- 
dam, on  which  are  mounted  upwards  of  eighty 
pieces  of  ordnance.  Oa  the  left  bank  of  the 
Surinam,  and  nearly  opposite  to  Fort  Amster* 
dam,  is  Fort  Pormerind,  which  contains  twelve 
guns,  and  is  protected  on  its  rear  and  flanks  by 
almost  impnactieable  morasses  and  woods.  Still 
ftniher  up  the  stream,  and  dose  to  tbe  town, 
which,  however,  it  does  not  defend  to  the  land- 
ward, is  Fort  Zealandia,  ia  which  are  ten  gims. 
The  natural  obstacles  are  equally  formidable. 
From  the  shallowness  of  the  water  oSl  the  coast, 
and  in  die  SorinaiBi  a  landmg  cao  be  effiKted 
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CHAT^    only  mt  the  top  of  the  tide»  and  on  certain  points ; 

s^v/w  and,  from  the  marsiiy  aod  woody  nature  of  the 
intenor^  it  can  be  traversed  only  by  means  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks  by  which  it  is  intersected. 
In  aid  of  all  this,  the  Dutch  commodore,  Bloys 
Van  Tresioog,  had  skilfully  availed  himaelf  of 

his  naval  resources.    The  Proserpine  of  thirty- 

two  ffiua,  the  Pyiades  corvetto  of  eighteen  gMns» 
and  three  merchantmen,  carrying  each  fma  fif^t 
to  twelve  guns,  were  formed  in  hne,  between 
forts  Purmerind  and  .Amsterdam;  a  schooner 
of  ten  guns  eoveml  the  shore  at  Voorborg ;  and 
iseven  gun-boats  were  employed  as  circumstances 
rainired.   The  whole  of  the  naval  and  miliUury 

iurce  exceeded  two  thousand  men. 

The  British  forces  intended  for  the  reduction 
of  the  colony  scarcely  amounted  to  an  equal 
number.  After  a  voyage  of  twenty  days  from 
Barbadoesi  they  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Surinam  river  on  the  d5th  of  April.  As  there 
was  no  probab^ity  of  opening  a  direct  way  up 
the  river,  the  general,  Sir  Charles  Greeiu  ffh 
solved  to  turn  the  positions  of  the  enemy.  For 
this  purpose  Brigadier-general  Maitland  was  dis- 
.patched^  with  about  seven  hundred  men,  to  eAct 
a  landing  at  Warrapa  creek,  which  lies  about 
ten  leagMCs  to  the  eastward  of  the  Surinam.  The 
Commewyne,  for  more  than  this'  distance  before 
.its  junction  with  the  Surinam,  runs  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  sea,  so  as  to  fom  a  sort  of  peoin- 
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Biila;   %  tending  at  Waitapa  creek/  lliereibre,  (»ap. 

and  marching  across  the  isthmus,  the  troops 
would  becoine  masters  of  the  courato  of  the  ConH 
mewyne,  and  might  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of 
plantation  boats,  to  convey  them  to  the  rear  of 
Fort  Amsterdam*  This  movemeDt  would  also 
cut  off  a  considerable  detachment,  which  was 
posted  at  Fort  Brandwacht,  on  the  Mud  creek. 
At  tiie  same  time  three  ships  were  ordered  te 
attack  the  battery  on  Braam  s  pointy  in  order  to 
enable  the  squadron  to  proceed  up  the  Surinam 
as  far  as  possible.  Both  these  services  were 
completely  effected.  The  division  under  Briga- 
dier-general Maitland  made  good  its  landing  in 
the  one  quarter ;  and,  in  the  other,  the  Dutch 
battery  was  silenced  and  taken  possession  of, 
after  a  few  broadsides  from  the  ships.  A  sum* 
mons  was  then  sent  to  the  governor,  but  he 
refused  to  listen  to  any  proposition  for  a  sur- 
render. 

The  ships  now  moved  up  the  river,  as  close 
as  was  practicable  to  Forts  Leyden  and  Fredirici, 
which  was  accomplished  by  dint  of  much  exer- 
tion, the  £merald  sometimes  forcing  her  way 
through  three  feet  of  mud.  An  attack  on  Fort 
Purmerind  was  meditated,  but  the  state  of  the 
tides  would  not  allow  of  its  bmg  carried  into 
effect.  On  the  twenty-ninth  the  country  below 
Forts  JLeyden  and  Fredirici  was  reconnoitred^ 
and  it  was  discovered  that  a  way  might  be  opened 
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CBMf.  Aroodh  the  woods,  to  attack  thote  works  in  the 

vni* 

rear.  This  the  general  resolved  to  do  without 
delay.  Accordingly,  between  ten  and  eleven  at 
night,  a  hundred  and  forty  men  of  the  rixty-fourth 
regiment,  led  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Cranstoun, 
thirty  artificers  and  workmen  with  felling  axe% 
and  thirty  seamen,  commanded  by  Captsins 
Jdaxwell,  Ferris,  and  Richardson,  the  whole 
under  the  orders  of  Brifpdier-general  HugheSf 

asststed  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Shipley,  were 
landed  at  Eesolutiou  pkatatioo^  wbenpe  they 
proeeeded  through  the  woods  with  their  negro 
guides.  Through  the  quantity  of  rain,  which 
had  reoeotly  fallen,  the  naturally  difficult  path 
was  become  nearly  impassible.  The  troops, 
nevertheless,  persevered,  and,  after  five  hours  toil- 
some march,  they  arrived  in  the  rear  of  the  Fre- 

dirici  battery.  They  had  not  been  able  to 
approach  undiscovered.  The  enemy  were  pre- 
pared for  their  reception,  and  opened  upon  them 
a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  grape.  In  spite  of 
this,  the  assailants  pushed  forward  with  fixed 
bayonets,  entered  the  work,  and  compelled  its 
defenders  to  take  shelter  in  Fort  Leyden.  As 
the  Dutch  retired  they  set  fire  to  their  powder 
magazine,  by  the  explosion  of  which  a  few  British 
officers  and  men  were  severely  wounded.  Not  a 
momeati  however,  was  lost  by  the  assailants,  in 
completing  the  service  on  which  tiiey  were  en- 
giged.  The  only  road  to  Fort  Leyden  was  by  a^ 
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narrow  causeway,  of  seven  hundred  yards  in 
kngtbj  en&iaded  by  five  pieces  of  cannoo.  Along 
this  causeway,  and  under  the  fire  of  the  artillery, 
they  pressed  on  till  they  reached  the  fort,  which 
they  immediately  assaulted  widi  the  bayonet 
Pkmie-stmck  by  thdr  intrepidity,  the  garrison 
noiw  called  out  for  quarter ;  and,  irritated  as  the 
troops  were  by  the  late  explosion,  they  extended 
niercy  to  their  enemies,  who  laid  down  their 
anus,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  and  twen^ 
men;  about  thirty  more  having  previously  made 
their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

This  success  removed  the  chief  obstacles  to 
the  fiirther  progress  of  the  invaders.  It  opened 
the  communication  with  Brigadier-general  Mait- 
land,  who  had  by  this  time  reached  the  upper 
part  of  the  Commewyne,  it  secured  a  position 
from  which  an  efiectual  fire  could  be  opened 
upon  Fort  Amsterdam,  and  it  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  finest  portion  of  the  colony,  which 
abounded  with  resources  of  every  kind.  All  the 
troops  were  now  disembarked  at  Fort  Leyden, 
and  marched,  by  the  north  bank  of  the  Com- 
mewyne,  to  nearly  opposite  Zooland's  {riantation, 
where  it  was  intended  to  cross  the  river,  and 
form  a  junction  with  the  division  of  General 
Maitland.  The  stores,  provisions  and  ammuni* 
tion,  were  also  conveyed  into  the  Commewyne, 
in  which  river  a  naval  force  was  estid»lished. 
Hie  enemy  in  Fort  Amsterdam  endeavoured  to 
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CHAP,   obstniet'tlme  labours,  by  a  caimoiiaife^  bat  tfaey 

were  speedily  silenced  by  the  throwiog  of  a  few 
shells. 

On  the  third  of  May,  General  Maitland  ef- 
fected a  landing  on  the  south  side  of  tiie  Com- 
mewyiie,  abd  approachad  within  a  mile  af  Fort 
Amsterdam,  extending  his  left  towards  the  Suri- 
nam, to  invest  the  fortress  completely  on  the  side 
<if  the  land.  The  remainder  of  the  army  prepared 
to  lollow.  The  governor,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bateaburgh^  did  not^  however,  deem  it  pnid(BQt 
to  hazard  a  protracted  resistance.  Finding  that 
the  invaders  vt^ere  firmly  established,  he  proposed 
articles  of  ca^tulation,  which,  with  some  trifling 
modifications,  were  finally  agreed  to  by  the  Bri- 
tish military  and  na?al  commanders.  The  gar« 
rison  was  allowed  to  retuni  to  Holland,  and  to 
serve  the  Batavian  govern iiient,  on  condition  of 
not  bearing  arms  against  Great  Britain  and  her 
alUes*  Te  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  Uie 
terms  were  as  advantageous  as  could  be  desired ; 
and  they  did  not  dissemble  the  pleasure  which 
they  felt,  that  the  result  of  the  contest  had  placed 
them  once  more  under  British  protection* 

'  The  great  body  of  the  French  navy  had 
hitherto  remained  hi  a  nearly  quiescent  state. 
The  active  ,  ruler  of  France,  however,  far  from 
neglecting  it,  had  omitted  nothing  which  could 
increase  its  nuipbers  and  efficiency,  and  at  length 
enable  it  to  carry  into  effect  his  darling  scheme 
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6hips  still  incessantly  occupied  his  thoughts,  what- 
ever  mig^t  be  his  ideas  with  respect  to  cokHiies 
and  commerce.  It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  the 
hnal  attainment  of  the  latter  was  of  far  less  coo- 
sideimtion  in  his  mind,  than  the  prospect  of  hu- 
miliating, pcrliaps  destroying,  a  powerful  and 
dangerous  rival,  and  reigning  on  the  sea  with  the 
same  despotic  authority  which  he  exercised  on 
the  land.  An  event  now  occurred^  by  whicii  a 
considerable  addition  was  made  to  his  naval  re- 
sources. *This  was  the  war  which  broke  out,  at 
the  close  of  1804,  between  England  and  Spain. 
As  the  British  fleets  would  henceforth  be  scat- 
tered over  a  wider  space,  and,  therefore,  be  less 
capable  of  60<operatingy  would  probably  some^ 
times  be  of  inftrior  strength  to  what  diey>hiul 
been,  and  would  have  their  attention  distracted 
fay  a  variety  of  objects^  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
time  was  come  to  release  the  French  squadrons 
from  their  disgraceful  state  of  durance,  and  at 
least  to  harass  and  alarm  the  British  possessions, 

even  were  it  found  to  be  impossible  to  accomplish 
any  thing  of  greater  importance.  In  the  eyes  of 
the  people  every  petty  success  would,  as  he  well 
knew,  be  magnified  into  a  splendid  triumph ;  and 
against  a  power  whose  dominions  were  so  widely 
extended  some  petty  successes  it  would  not  be 
dithcult  to  obtain.  The  price  at  which  they 
would  be  bought,  does  not  seem  to  have  stored 
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CHAP,  at  all  into  the  ealcidatiofit  wUcb  be  made,  or 

VIII 

was  undoubtedly  estimated  at  too  low  a  rate. 


im.  ^  GommeiioeiiieDt  of  1805  that 

Napoleon  b^an  to  act  upon  1m  newly-adopted 
sjiStem  of  naval  aggression.  His  first  efibrt  con- 
sisted in  sending  to  the  West  Indies,  under  Ad* 
miral  Missiessy,  a  squadron  of  five  sail  of  the 
linCy  three  frigates,  two  brigi  and  some  other 
vessels,  with  four  thousand  txoopB  on  boenl. 
Missiessy  was  fortunate  enough  to  elude  the 
British  fleets,  and  to  arrive^  on  the  twentieth  of 
February,  at  Martmico,  where  be  landed  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  muskets  and  ammunition.  After  a 
stay  there  of  only  twenty4bur  hours,  he  sailed  fer 

Dominica,  and  appeared  off  Roseau,  in  that 
island,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second* 
At  first;  as  he  hoisted  British  colours,  be  was 
mistaken  for  a  friend,  and  an  officer  was  sent  to 
conduct  lus  ships  into  the  port*  The  mistake 
was,  however,  soon  perceived  by  Brigadier-gene- 
ral Prevost,  who  commanded  at  Dominica,  and 
who  instantly  made  preparations  to  oppose  the 
landing  of  the  enemy.  His  regular  force  did  not 
exceed  two  hundred  men;  the  remainder  coi|« 
sisled  of  die  colonial  militia.  Scanty  as  his 
means  of  defence  were,  he,  nevertheless,  resolved 
that  the  colony  should  not  £sU  into  the  power  of 
the  invaders  without  an  obstinate  strog^ 

The  French  commoiced  their  operations  by 
an  attempt  to  hnd  twe  thousand  men  (m  the  left 
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tween  Roseau  and  Cachecrou.  The  first  boats  >^/0 
were  beaten  0%  bot  a  schooner  and  a  brig  coming 
up  to  covor  them,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
shore,  and  the  British  fell  back  a  siiort  distance, 
to  occopy  a  defile,  which  leads  to  the  town. 
General  Prevost  having  strengthened  this  point, 
the  defence  of  which  was  entrusted  to  Major 
Nonn,  the  French  cohimn  sustained  a  heavy  loasi 
and  was  unable  to  gain  a  single  inch  of  ground* 
Major  Nunn  having  been  dai^erously  wounded, 
the  command  devolved  to  Captain  O'Connel, 
who  also  received  a  wound  at  the  moment  of  as* 
suming  it ;  but  who,  nc![vertheleBtt,  exerted  him- 
self so  gallantly  that,  after  beating  back  the  enemy 
in  several  charges,  he  at  length  compelled  them 
to  withdraw  firom  their  advanced  position.  Dar- 
ing tills  time,  the  French  squadron  was  poniing 
a  tremendous  fire  into  the  town,  which  was  in 
flames  in  several  places* 

Foiled  on  the  left,  the  invaders  landed  a 
formidable  column  on  the  right,  near  Mome 
Daniel.  On  diis  flank  General  Prevost  had  not 
more  than  a  hundred  men  of  the  St.  George's 
militia.  This  small  body  marched  with  g^eat 

resolution  to  prevent  the  disembarkation ;  but  it 

received  so  destructive  a  fire  fi-om  the  firigates, , 
which  had  stood  close  in  shore,  that  it  was  bro>« 

ken,  and  under  the  necessity  of  falling  hastily 
beck  to  the  heights  of  Woodbridge  estate.  Hav* 
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CHAP,  ing  thus  obtained  a  footing,  the  French  advanced 
v^v^  to  Morne  Daniel,  and  assaulted  the  redottbt, 
which  they  earned  after  an  ohstinate  resistance 
fiuni  the  slender  detachment  that  defended  it. 
In  the  mean  while  Captain  0*Donnel  had  gained 
ground  on  the  left,  notwithstanding  the  enemy 
bad  been  reinforced  from  the  ships.  It  was, 
however^  probable  that  he  would  at  last  be  oyer- 
powered,  as  a  large  column  of  the  French  was 
climbing  the  mountains  to  tall  on  his  rear;  and, 
besides,  the  right  ^nk  being  forced,  the  position 
was  no  longer  tenable.  General  Prevost,  there- 
fore, determined  to  retire  to  Prince  Rupert's,  and 
to  hold  out  there  to  the  last  extremity. 

Having  given  the  president  permission  to 
captulate  for  Roseau,  written  to  General  La- 
grange, the  French  commander,  to  desire  timt 
private  property  might  be  respected,  dismissed 
such  of  the  militia  as  were  not  calculated  for  hard 
service,  and  ordered  Captain  O'Donnel  to  make 
a  forced  march  with  the  remains  of  the  forty- 
sixth  and  the  first  West*India  regiments,  Gene* 
ral  Prevost,  accompanied  only  by  two  officers, 
crossed  the  oountry,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the 
mhabitants,  and  the  exertions  of  the  Charaibes, 
reached  Prince  Rupert's  within  twenty-four  hours 
from  his  quitting  Roseau*  He  was  speedily  join- 
ed by  Captain  O'Connel  with  the  troops.  Dur- 
ing a  continued  march  of  four  days,  through  an 
exceedingly  difficult  country,  that  brave  officer  did 
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not  Imve  beiriod  ewm  one  of  his  wotmded  men.  chaf. 

Preparatioas  were  immediaieiy  mt^de  to  sustain 
a si^.  .Much  had  alieady  been  done  by  lieu- 
tenant-colonel  Brougbton^  to  put  the  post  in  a 
defensible  state. 

Genenil  Lagrange  tiow  dispatched  a  somaions 
to  the  British  couiinander.  The  language  of  it, 
unstained  by  •  brutality  or  ga^nade,  was  ho*, 
aourable  to  him,  both  as  a  sddier  and  asa  nmo^ 
The  answer  returned  to  it  was,  of  course,  in  the 
nsgatife;  but  General  Prevost  embraced  thia 
opportunity  to  express  his  gratitude  to  his  bu« 
mane  enemy,  for  the  kuidness  which  had  been 
shewn  by  him  to  his  wife  and  family.  The 
French  general  seems,  in  truth,  to  have  been  a 
&r  more  respectable  character  than  many  of  the 
men  who  weie  at  the  head  of  armi^  in  the  ser- 
vice of  i  ranee. 

Ab  plunder  not  conquest  was  the  chief  object 
of  Ifais'^ei^pedition,  and  as  any  delay  might  expose 
the  fleet  to  the  serious  danger  of  coming  into 
contact  with  a  British  squadron,  the  French 
leaders  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  undertake  a 
which  they  could  neither  pursue  with 
safety,  nor  abandon  with  credit  Having  levied 
a  contribution  upon  Roseau,  they  reimbarked 
their  troops,  and,  after  hovering  for  a  day  or  two 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  island,  they  took  didr  de- 
parture. ; 

Fran  Dominica  Oxey  bent  their  course  to 
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CHAE    St  Chrittophei^s.  The  fiMroe  statkned  there  nQt 

being  sufficient  to  defend  the  whole  of  the  posts, 
1805.  n^jof  Forater  abaEdoned  the  town,  and  relbned 
to  the  strong  fort  and  position  of  Brimstone  HilL 
The  enemy  landed  live  hundred  men,  on  the  fifth 
of  March,  and  took  possesrion  of  the  town.  Thej 
threatened  to  attack  Brimstone  Hiii,  but  the 
of  course,  a  mere  bravado^  They 
who  had  not  ventured  to*try  their  strength  upon 
Prince  Kupert's,  were  not  likely  to  assail  a  far 
more  defcnsible  post  It  was  an  easier  task  to 
extort  money  from  the  fears  of  the  unarmed 
colonists;  and^  therefore,  they  demanded  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds ;  menadng  to  hum 
the  town,  if  the  demand  were  not  complied  with. 
With  much  difi&culty  the  inhabitants  raised  eigh- 
teen thousand,  with  which  the  French  returned 
on  board  the  fleet.  The  invaders  concluded  thdr 
work  at  St  Christopher's  by  towing  out,  from  the 
andiomge  at  Basse  Terre,  six  vessels,  some  of 
them  very  valuable,  which,  after  having  pillaged 
them,  they  set  on  fire,  and  allowed  to  drift  to 
sea.  Nevis  and  Montscrrat  were  also  visited 
by  these  freebooters,  contributions  were  levied  on 
them,  and  ships  destroyed.  This  done,  the  fleet 
made  the  best  of  its  way  to  Martinico,  which  it 
reached  on  the  14th  of  March* 
'  They  had  still  the  hardest  part  of  their  task 
to  perform.  This  was  to  return  to  France,  with 
die  plunder  which  they  had  made  in  their  hoc- 
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anMring  «>p«litioii.    There  c»,  indeed,  b« 

litde  doubt  that  the  risk  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed  was  greats  and  that  their  fears  were  at  least 
commensurate  with  the  danger.  For  a  while  it 
seemed  as  if  those  fears  were  on  the  point  of 
being  realind;  as  Admiral  Coehrane,  who  had 
been  detached  with  six  sail  of  the  Hne,  to  watch 
the  motioDS  of  the  ejaemyi  was  at  ooe  period  not 
fiur  distant  from  them.  Their  good  fbrtime,  how* 
ever,  did  not  desert  them,  and  they  had  at  length 
( the  satisfiiction  of  reaehing  Aaoee^  without  hav- 
ing been  intemipled  by  any  of  the  squadrons 
which  were  cruiziDg  to  intercept  tkem. 

The  sending  forth  of  this  squadron  by  the 
French  einperor  was  only  the  prelude  to  another 
naval  effort^  of  superior  magpitude,  from  which 
the  most  important  consequences  were  no  doubt 
expected  to  result.  This  expectation  was,  in 
truth,  not  an  irrational  one ;  for  both  the  naval 
and  military  force  employed  was  more  powerfiil 
than  had,  for  a  long  while,  been  seen  in  the  West 
Indies;  and  in  duLt  quarter  there  was  not»  at 
the  moment,  any  British  squadron  of  sufficient 
strength  to  oppose  its  prog^wss.  What  was 
adumd  by  this  fbrmidaUe  armament  now  re* 
mains  to  be  shewn. 

With  deven  sail  of  the  line»  six  fngates,  and 
two  corvettes,  the  French  admiral,  Villeneuve, 
quitted  Toulon,  on  the  3Qtii  of  March,  having  on 
board  ten  diousand  picked  troopSj  under  General 
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Lfturislcm.  He  toudbiBd  at  CwtbagOMu  witb  liie 

inteation  of  joining  Admiral  Salcedu,  who  lay 
there  with  fix  sail  of  the  line;  Uu^  being  iil- 
formed  diat  these  vessels  were  destbed  for  an- 
other service,  be  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  where 
Aduural  Gravioa  was  lying  in  readiness  with 
eight  sail  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates,  having  on 
board  ^i^bO  soldiers.  He  arrived  oflf  Cadia  on 
tba  ninth  of.  April.  Sir  John  Orde  was  ifaen 
blockading  the  harbour,  but  his  fleet  being  in- 
fesm  to  the  eoemy^  he  would  not  venture  to 
bring  them  to  action ;  and,  as  they  had  other 
objects  in  view,  tlicy  were  by  uo  ujeans  anxious 
for,  a  oombat.  On  the  same  eveningi  Vilkneuve 
efibcled  his  junction  with  Gravine,  and  with 
L'Aigle  French  hne  of  battle  ship,  whicii  had 
loi^Jbeen  shut  up  in  the  harbour  of  Cadi&  By 
the  next  morning,  the  whole  of  the  combined 
squadron  was  fairly  on  its  way  across  tlie  At- 
lantic, with  a  fovouraUe  wind. 

Tiie  wide  €xl€iil  of  ocean  which  lay  between 
them  and  the  West  Indies  was  traversed  unop^ 
posed  by  the  two  admirals.  On  the  ninth  of 
JVIay,  Gravina,  who  had  a  separate  service  to 
perform,  parted  for  awhile  from  Villenenve. '  It 
is  not  positively  known  what  was  the  service  with 
which  he  was  entrusted^  but  it  is  generally  sup- 
poeed  to  have  been  the  le^conquest  of  Trhndad. 
Whatever  it  was,  it  remained  uaaccomplished, 
and  even  unattempted.  ViUeneuve.continned 
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his  course  to  Martinico,  and  entered  the  harbour 
of  Fort  Roytloathe  14thof  May.  Two  of  1^ 
fHgates;  wMbh  htkl  Mit  b^m  htitf eaptufed 
the  Cayenne  Eaglish  frigate  of  twenty-four  guns. 

Th4  ah4val  oi  thii  fioif^rfel  foreeiBj^nBid^aM 
through  all  the  islands,  as  the  British' fleiet  ^nder 
Admirals  Cochrane  and  Dacres  did  not  exc<  t  ci 
niiuisirfl'trf  the  line.  'tfMW  kw  ito-imtttM^ 
ately  proclaimed  in  the  colonies,  and  prcpai  alioiiR 
were  bastiijf  mftde  toVepel  invasion;  Tlte  French, 
on  Hiefa^'side,  wer«  eniplo^  lb  coHelstidg  tuftri^ 
ports  at  Guadaioupe  and  Martinico,  and  taking 
mieb  other- eteps  as  wke  neiMsiuy^*  pievioCMfy  to 
their  cbmtnencifig  dieir  atlacS».  was 
said  to  be  the  colony  against  vi4iich  their  arms 
wene^to  be  first  directed*  -       .     ^ ;       r..  ' 

But,  while  the  French  were  thus  occupied,  art 
adversary  was  approaebiog^  the  terror  of  whose 
Yeiy  nMe^waS'  Sofficient  to  paliy  tlMir-cbarage, 
and  save  our  islands  from  the  devastation  With 
whMi  ifaey  were  meaaiced.^  At  the-  time  when 
VHteaeotpe  escaped  from  Toulon,  L6rd  KdsoU 
was  cruizing  off  SardimSi  and  it  was  not  till  late 
ia  Aprik  that  he  reoeived  tnMn  int^lli^ce  of 

the  course  which  the  French  admiral  had  taken. 
He  instaaily  concluded  ^t  the  West  Indies  was 
the  eMuy^otgeel  r  with  Mb  #onted  activity, 
he  lost  not  a  moment  in  commencing  the  pur- 
suit* Ueieached  tb^  Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
aeeood  of  May,  and  put  into  Tetuan  and  Lagos 
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v^s^  okt^ii^H^se^  I4id  a  welcooae  m?tiy  of  stores 

^  liw  J4HP%^;tmiw9r^«,«^^     im  into 

btler  Iwbotir  for  mfyig,  he  stamd  foi^tiw  VifHlt 
Ji^i#^  t^  ^^iiBb:;hai,^J^  positive 

t. 

inob^  cimviis  that  €0|ild  possibly  be  carried,  be 

s^QPg  as  tb^iQC^mbiQe^  ^eeti  it  was  his  declared 
iiitiMirifliifte-^'^**"^  libft  I  liitfiMT  whmifiww  be  Goukl 

s^rqlhww  «» th^  ;filtta4l,44ttii«.jt^^  JUtfd  Nelfion 

(iayj^  Here  he  was  ioformed  that  Vllleii^tlve 
b^^ul^  tq  tjie  80utbwM;d,  with  the  inteotioa  of 
Wkkm  WilMWit^  JivKOf-l^iiridad*  Tulsig  in 

tw^;]thpus<Mi4  troopa,  under  Sir  William  Myers, 

ivhiti  M»  aafl^of  the  lia^i  be  ImiaM'^ 

but,  on  bis  an:iv|4  th^j  hi?  had  tba^oiQKti^lsM^ 

tfiUigimce^  He  thea  4Feti^%i^  bis  fleps^  det^mior 
ing  tp  visit  ^  seri^i^  |he  iilands.  At 
GnHMda  iiib-Mi  4fiJd  ihai  ^  r6DtfBY  Indbteki 

^FT^  W^^^^^^^Sr*-  ^^^^wwr  ^W^^^^^  J^^l^^^^l^    ^^IH^5^  ■^^^^^^^^^^P  ■■^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

seen  making  sail  to  the  north.  Lord  Nelson, 
flrttoii»d  bjg,  <;#Wiie  t9fAfi4iga8f  .where 
be  Wis  mpi^iif^  of  theb:  hfiyii^  appeased  tff  tiiRt 
islandk  ^  aiKi  was  as^^cejd  ,ibat  th^  bad  subse- 
qoenUy  illeenrf  in  a  iMFlti^  He  was 
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BOW  cdnviDced  of  what  he  had  before  suspedtecL  chap. 

wit 

thai  tfaqf  fPore  m  their  Mon ;  MdyCCMBMp^^ 
after  liaving  relaoded  die  mops^  he  once  morfe 
beat  his  way  towards  £urope. 

The  coadtaed  leeti  hadbM  tjifoaniatoitt 

the  West  Indies  before  the  arrival  of  the  British 
admiraL  Gimvina  had  rejainid  ViUcoeuve^ 
aad^tiiatiio  admiiris  i»iiHiiii  cf^^ieaa^ 
For  their  inaction  dtirmg  aU  that  time  it  would 
not  be  ^My  to  dMomr  pjaiBiible  maean. 
That^  'liewtvef)  liMBUf  iifeiBaMMMl  'Wllbo^il'.^Mi4iiifll^ 
a  single  hostile  movement  against  any  one  of-our 
dtowM^  is  a  del  ini  less  cavtidii  •thiii  tewtfilpfis 
hensible.  That  the  news  of  Lord  Nelsi^  brflig 
at  hand  should  iospire  them  with  tem»r»  is  a  cir* 
cwiBtaHca'iibt  «w>  difitfnlt  io  be  coiiiiMndiaaded. 

It  appears,  in  reality,  that  as  soon  as  they  heard  of 
his  apf»eaob  thqp  thougbt  elucMlaog  biitef  fliglu* 
Oftttbtf  sUtb  ^  Jobe  ihey  tbdltieir  itfMm 
homeward  ih>m  Fort  Royal  harbour^-  From  an 
mummm  faf«vhicb*tfaBur.aalgii9il^  hidt  in  Ihe 
first  moments  of  gloom,  been  oonsidei^  as  i»> 
eritable^  no  loss  whatever  would  have  been  sus* 
«uaed  %  flienBffiiish  eokaliM,  iwri  Ibe  Ali- 
tigua  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  merchantmen, 
uafartnnitely  saiied  unttor  convvjr  <tf  ^  Netky, 
^wly^ltte  evMhig^bifiiNh  Ae  lUinAiaed  fieM  mefc 
their  appearance  off  St.  John's  harboun    In  less 

ttam  foriy^eight  bonnr  they  mw^tmmim  wai 

captured ;  but  the  enemy,  on  a  false  alarm  A^t 
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OHAr    Lont'Nebon  wtm  mnm^  up,  was  under  the  ne- 

vm.  . 

cessily  of  destcoying  them.     Villeneuve  and 

GnansaBL  thm  cmlHMMd  their  fligbt  £iirope^ 

pursued  by  Lord  Nelson,  from  whom,  liowever, 

they  had,  tbeipreseat,  the  good  forUioe  to 
escape. 

,  "  Biity  independeatly  of  this  capture,  it  caauot 
be  :8aid:fttiat.tht  Aeaeh  and  Spanieb  'adhnicals 
vetonied ;  to  'Europe  witbottt  ha^ng  made  any 
cooquesti .  One  they  certaiaiy  did  achieve,  and 
tbe-pmise'due  to*  it  m^t  not  to  hp««itlilieid 
from  them.  With  twenty  sail  of  the  line  and 
tivqive  thousand  troopfi^  they  restored  to  the  do- 
ia9iliion'  .0f^  France:  the  TliiMOiid  Rock.  lUs 
barren  and  rugged  islet,  which  is^  six  huadred 
ftetUgb^  and  not  qoitn  a  mile  m  ciicuoifimttcey 
lietiNi'  the  soiidi  aide  of  Martiineo,  widm  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  shore,  between  Fort 
BoffA  bay  aad  Gul.deiSao  Maim   It  U'lpraei- 

pitous  on  three  sides,  the  west  side  alone  being 
accessible*  Thift  rock,  which  had  never  hnen 
mitsd'btfoie:eKcepft  by^MMcrafas  and  biids,  mis 
occupied  and  fortified  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood  at  the 
dose  of  the  jaar  laod.  It  was  noir:  bald  « 
huMAttwmm,'waier  that  Captain  Msoiiee  wbo^ 
souie  yeais^afler,  so  gallantly  defended  ag^iost 
die  I>MM  llie  jmatt  klaiid  oC  Ai^  Tbm,h 
oomeihing  eurious,  if  not  ludicrous,  in  the  cir- 
crwnatawfrjUiat  this  spot  was  rated  on  the  Jong's 
hooka  as  a  akxip  of  iNtfi  iipd'tfaftk^the  (snisoa 
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always  spoken  of  under  the  denomination  of.iier  ch&p. 

^  vin. 
crew.  II  ' 

On  Ikfe  iSlh  of  May  the  fVeoch  eommeDced 

the  blockade  with  a  crowd  of  fri^tes  and  small 
YeaadSf  mA  tiMy  keptit  apiodoBilyaseffecta* 
ally  to  prevent  any  supplies  from  being  intro- 
duced. On  the  morning  of  the  >thirty-^t}  two 
Hoe  of  battle'  shipa^  a  frigate  wad  a.  adiooner, 
with  eleven  gun-boats,  and  fifteen  hundred  troops, 
af^iearad  before  the  rockw  Awaie  taax  it  ivouU 
be  impoMible  to  defead  lhe  lowev  works  against 
such  a  force,  and  that  if  he  remained  in  them  too 
hmg  \m  retreat  be  eut  off.  Captain .  Maeriee 
retired  with  his  men  to  the  upper  works.  The 
enetnyy  of  course^  succeeded  in  landing  his  troops^ 
biilifccA;  wMioat  bavfaig  soffiewed  jMviarely  tfieib  the 
lire  of  the  batteries.  '  An  incessant  cannonade 
aad  bodibaKlineDt  was  kept  up^^m  'the  equar 
dhm>  and  a  fite  of  ivraaketrir  Mm^the'R^bdi 
soldiers,  till  the  evening  of  the  second  of  June. 
Tbe  bwiegeie^suNikied  'a  heavy  lots  ftom  the 
batteries  and  from  the  stores  which  were  rolled 
down  upon  thein  from  the  sumaiit  of  the^irodt. 
Their  emrdODs  %Otild»     all  preMdlity,  have 

been  fruitless,  had  not  Captain  Maurice's  stock 
of  aammtiitioB  and  mler  been  onferloaately^eac- 
faeitMed.  3{fais:  iJoi»«1iidiic0*Ahii'1Bii^  Amd 

a  capitulation,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  his 

ifltti  AckM*  be  allowed  tof  mmk  imM^mtkim 

dying,  and  should  be  convened  to  Barbadoesi  on ' 
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dttpv  eeiiiSliQtt  ef  aol  MTVhg  agaift  tiH 

regularly  ezcbanged. 
•  Id  tbcM  aelMM  wbicb  occvmilt  dirag^lib 

year,  between  single  ships,  the  French  had  no 
maoB  to  boast  of  their  superior  bravery  or  sue- 
oeak  The       icto  of  tb9  Jund  idach.  took 

place,  though  it  tenniuatecl  to  the  disadvantage 

of  »te  fifitiabi  was  hofwuDfthte  to  thmr  spirit*  h 
wm  4bu^t,  on  liie  l6tti  of  Tcbniary,  btftsmft 

the  Cl«opatra  of  thirty-two.  guns,  Captain  Sir  R» 
Lttirrie^^  the  ViUe  da  Mitai  of  fiHstfm  giuwi 
originally  built  for  a  seventy-four,  one  of  a  squa-* 
dioo  of.six  frigates,  which  was  dumnitebad  with 
froops  to  MartiBieo^  in  August  18M*  Hmag 
dispatches  on  board,  and  orders  not  to  speak  to 
any  thing  on  the  passage  the  captain  oC  the  ViUe 
AGIan,  M.  Beynalidyat  finAdedioBd  llM  €0» 
bal,  and  made  every  eSbrt  to  escape.  The  per* 
sewwace  of  •  Sir  lAwriOi  howeveri  fioaUy 
compelled  him  to  come  to  an  engagement  For 
two  hours  and  a  half  the  contest  was  continued 
with  ngpor,  and  the  Clee|Nitim  hid  the  best  of 
the  battle;  but  at  length,  while  the  British  cap- 
tain was  endeavouring  to  cross  theteneiey'^  how» 
in  order  to  mtfie  imoi  a  Aot  broke  the  Wberi,  Ae 
shattered  spokes  of  wiiicb  were  Jammed  in  so  as  to 
i^aadin  dMruddetiiieaoeeal^ 
tain  availed  hiniself  of  this  circumstance  to  take 

141  a  ps^iiK^n,  wb«aQe  Jiooould  p9m  in  a  deMmsr 
tm  |w^i)iMeh  wiwiiiiiiesiM^ 
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attempt  which  he  made  to  board  was  foiled,  but 
the  ^  succeededi  and  Sir  R.  LAwriQ..3pi^ 
iitider*lteMMtity  df  ttvikkig  hte  coiMfi- 16  bU 
fortunate  opponent.  M.  Reynaud,  however,  did 
iiollht  t»  enjoy  his  triumpb;  he  idaio  l^y 
tet  dM  which  wit  find  tcm  ikt  Oao- 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Vilie  de  Mikn  and  the 
Cleopatra  fell  in  wilb  the  Leaoder,  Ctptain 
Tfllfai^t^  who  came  up  with  thMi  tftir  m-  fimr 
hour's  chace.  At  first,  the  I'rench  captain^ 
MMMd  diqpoMd  lo  rtmt ;  but  thsy  npmiijig  du- 
M^eiwi  that  imMance  weuM  bt'  M&^*  Tbo 
Cleopatra  hauled  down  the  hostile  flag,  an4iK^ve 
to ;  the  y  iUe  de  Milan  endeaToured  to  eiCflpe. 
In  aa  hour*s  time,  however,  the  Leander  was  i^in 
dongside  of  her,  and  shaithen  suhisittiNi  witiiodut 

Mag-adiot  3  . 

•  The  only  naval  action  which  remains  to  be 
i»ti«ed  is  that  between  the  Blanche  4(i|gi^te, 
oomnanded  by  CapHdn  ZaiteryfMudge,  and  a 
French  squadron,  consisting  of  La  Topa2e  of 
tmf4tmp  guns.  La  BepartHMH/des  Landes  of 
eighteen  guns,  La  Torehe  of  eighteen  guns,  and 
Ifiia  Fauae  of  sixteen  g^ns.  Ckq^^o  Mudge  fell 
ki»%riih  tfds  «|aadnHi^en«te  idtk  of^jidy^  s^ 
days  after  its  departure  from  Martinico.  As  the 
fibaiehe  was  a  heavy  'SaBer^-  haraig^  had  Uttle^ 
Mtopp9t  oliltar  nhlttMttfal^  Jkat  glttMit  captain 
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CHAP,   bod  no  resource  but  to  mke  die  emsmy  piirchMe 

s^.^  hi9ir  at  dear  a  rate  ii^  passiyble.  .  Jh^  acUan 
oommeDced  Aboul  elevaqt  in  the  fQoinitlg.  In 
less  than  an  hour  the  Blanche  becaise  wholly 
uogovernaUei  and  was  reduced  feo  perfect, 
wrack*  her  mla.weaoe  destroyed,  her  ninrts  tottav* 

ing,  seven  of  her  guns  dismounted,  and  her  crew 
reAu(C€dto  poly  ^  hundred  and  ninety  meo*  The 
coUkw  were^  thereforef,  rehictandy  hnuM  4owii»* 
after  a  contesH;  pf  an  bpur  and  a  half.  The  vic- 
tors did  nol;.€eny.  their  trophy  into  port*.  Jn  4be 
afternoon,  the  Blaaebe  -was  found  to  be  hk-m 
sinking  state^  upun  wbic^  sybQ.wa^  set  on  tiiiq|..aAd 
in  a  litde.  whiie  she  went  to  the-  bQUip*i»  her 
magazine  iiaving  lor  souie  time  beea  under 
water,  •  i  /  . . 

An  expl(Mt  which  was  performd  by  a  matt 
party  oi  sailors^  belonging  to  the  Bacchante^  Cjap- 
tain  Dashwood^  led  by  Ueutenant  Qlivery 
serves  to  be  recorded  for  its  daring  intrepidity. 
Three  Frencii  privat^rs,  or  rather  pirates,  since 
they  attacked  foes  and^neutrals  indiscriaiioaldy, 

having  found  a  place  of  ret'uge  in  the  little  port  of 

Mari^Uft  ^s^Qr^  dku^xm  to  thc^we^iwajHEjl.of^iie 
Havamwh,  Captain  Dasbwood  c^Qtennped  toex- 

pfsl  or  destroiy  them.  Two  boats  were  ^accordingly 

di^ifOcMf  on  t|y  .^migictf  the  fifth  «f  4prik 
uifder  lieutenants  Oliver  and  CampbfilK-  BMbre 
the  harboyr.  coql^  be  em^^ec^  jt.  was  oeoeaaary 
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high,  TpMimd  all  mmd'wMi  loop  holes  4br  mus- 
ketry, and  having  three  long  twenty-four  poundenr 
en  ks  wnmit   It  mi*  MA  bj  m  cap1«ili'«uMl 

thirty  soldiers.  Lieutenant  Oliver,  in  the  iicad- 
mo6i  boatf  finding  that  his  approach'  was  daa^' 
oomed,  pushed  on:  aioBe^  landed'iir  tte4lc6  of 
a  dreadful  lire,  and,  without  waiting  to  return  a' 
shol^  lie  isc^  ^-foit  wHb  only  thiUM  men*, 
hf  vni&mB  of  a  ladder  ii4iich'tbe*"lM(d  pr6¥ftitfdl)r 
provided,  and  compelled -the  Spaniards  to  surreti* 
der.  UiiiortnMtelyy  theprivwteers  hMi^saifed  the 

day  before;  and  thus  the  main  object  of  the  en- 
terprise ;  was  •  ifuslmtetii.  Two  schooners,  laden> 
widi  migar,  vntey  howefefy  brought' oot^  of  the* 
port,  in  spite  of  the  resistance  of  the  troops  and 
]iiiUtia»  Who  siwmcd  totO'  the  pliie  from  th6 
mHtomding  comtryw '  ' 

The  advantage  of  this  campaign,  as  far  as 
fsguds'lhe  Ivest,  miat  be  adchowledged  to  haver 

been  clearly  on  the  side  of  France.  Her  fleets^ 
had  twice  traversed,  the.  ocean  in  safety i  had  le- 
vied cootribalsoiUy  harmeed  oar  commercej'  and- 
fiUed  the  colonies  with  consternation.  That  they 
did  not  achieve  more^  aiose  ncart  firokn  tack  of^op* 
pot^unkyiorineans^'bat'fi^  tvro  circOmstancesy 
— the  unaccountable  supineaess  of  Villeneuve 
and  •Gidirifiai  and  4he  eatoe^ucnt  appeaiatice  of 

Lord  Nelson.  The  safety  of  our  islands  hung 
as  it  were  upon  a  hair.  Instead  of  perceiving, 
«ilk«  sort  ofdntuilm  kdoMedge^  Hiatdie^aleitiy' 
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CHAP.  hadateeiedfordioWetllate^liidLm^NelB^ 

hedtoted  as  to  his  course,  or  taken  a  wroDg  oq^ 
thgfttciMi  be  little  dottbt  that  of 
must  have  fallen.  The  Admiralty  was,  on  this 
oec^sioo,  cecisunsd  with  a  severity  that  doea  qoI 
seem  to  be  wijiiBt.  Itmferaebeil^'iikjf  tiia»eaai» 
iny's  fleets  were  thus  sufiered  to  sail  at  pleasure 
fiponi  thttr  DCdTts^  and  iiiiv  fo  iaadecNHlB'a  £Mea 
had  been  asaigAed  for  the  proteetien  of  aneh  ^i^ 
luable  possessioQd  as  our  West-Indian  colonies^ 
No  EpgMtdurtan  eQiil4  i odeed^  mm  ivitboiit  ao^ 

ger  and  disgust,  the  unusual  spectacle  of  French 
aquadron8a6t^iig.oiiriiavalpowei:atdefiaoce;  and 
ebmpeUing  our  islandalo  pay  a  hesfy  lanmn,  to 
save  themselves  from  the  horrors  of  fire  and  sword* 
Nor  was  it  on  tbb  acoie  alenethat  the  Adauwdty 
mm  blamed.  Hea^y  comphdnti-OTiio  alte  made 
vritix  respect  to  the  appointment  of  convoys,  which 
iraa  eeid  le  have  been  ehamefaHy  >detaiyed»  and 

inefficiently  performed,  to  the  heavy  injury  of 
the  West  India . mexabaQts  aod-pmiprietorS)  anil 
tbe^ptiHr -heavier  aaerifieanf  aiinMvdtti  Inee*  -The 
navid  character  of  the  eounti^  was  subsequently 
ledMBcd  by  the  |^Qii0aB;4Bf  af  ^wfiilgir^ .  bat 
the  honour  of  that  day  is  due  to  the  heio  wto 
{§111  in  the  moment  of  victory ;  and  it  must  be 
Mnenberadf  too^  that  the  lose  nhieb^  the  Mn» 

bined  powers  then  sustained  was  in  no  wise  con* 
nected  with  the  expeditions  agunst  our  colonies ; 
and  tiM,  tlMteMf  H  did  not  ^ve  the  FnmOt 
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ruler  that  sort  of  lesson  which  would  have  tau^t 
hiia  to  be  more  cautious  in  future  how  ha  veo^ 

prises  in  a  dbtant  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Hi^  eosuiqg  mnfmgfh  that,  of  1806»  was 
wiionyiumli  mif  niA  oae  exception,  was  not 
luarifed  hy  any  event  of  importance*  In  spite  of 
the  gpoBfil  iliimHf  i»  Napotaon  peniattd'te  miM 

his  .fleets  to  On.  the  ISth  of  December, 
Idfil^^a  squadron  consisting  of  Mteen  sail  of  tbe^ 
Vm^  ab  ir^aliaa  and  §om  wnttm,  sailed*  firmi 

Brest  harbour.  A  part  of  this  force  was  destined 
lor  Hmmagfif  and.tbe  resgttinder  for  the  Ci^ie 
of.Goad  Hopa  AftsrkadngbaenMlMidays^ 
the  squadron  divided ;  Vice-admiral  Lesseigues 
vidi^aail  of  lb0  lin^  two  ai^ 
vetle,  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies ;  while  rest- 
of  the  shipsy  under  Admiral  Guilliuime2,cootinued 
iMr  j^oipis  to  tbeCapa.  Lenoguas  aoooaad  in* 

the  road  of  St  Domingo,  on  the  20th  of  January,' 
9(04  laofiiad  eigj^taon  hnndred  nia%  with  ammoo 
wtiM^  mi  ifAgr  momMf  M  Hapauied^ 
th^ce,  for  r^ore  than  afortnight,  to  tate  in  watery 
a^4  lypipr  dw^^i  imA  tlua  daky  wasim^lo 

.  i^Qfi  QoUiOgwaodt  oa  hearing  that  the  French 
squiiiniiiiwaat  aaai  diqiateliad  Adamite  Join 

Duck9K>rth  in  pursuit    Near  the  Cape  de  Verd' 
isimids^  th^^fiiitish  admiral  had  a  giimpsa  of  the 
eoaoiy,  but  they  ooolrived  lo  lelnde  hiOr  Siid  hb 
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CHAP,  could  not  again  come  in  sight  of  them.  He  thctt 
steered  for  the  West  Indies,  where  he  was  joined 
by  Admiral  Cochrane,  fai  the  Nonhutnberland^ 
and  Captain  Pym  in  the  Atlas.  His  force  was? 
BOW  seven  ships  of  the  tine  and  four  iirigates.'  At 
length  he  received  inferniatton  that  the 'FVetieU^ 
were  lying  in  St«  Domingo  bay,  and  thither  he 
.  bent  his  oourse.  When-  he  arrited  near  the  If^t, 
he  found  the  enemy  in  a  c6inpftct  line,  under  a1!- 
saii,  bearing  down  towards  Ocoa  bay»  in  which 
harbour  they  intended  td  take  refuge,  underlie' 
protection  of  the  forts.  By  nine  in  the  morning, 
however,  the  ikilM  mancBuvres  of  Sir  John 
Duckwoftli  entirely  Irusfrated  lhi«  purpose,  and 
made  an  action  inevitable.  The  engagement  com- 
nnnctd  ctosely  about  ten  d'elock<  The  Fineneh 
A(iiadnm  defended  iioM  mtk  great  galkntfj^  fbr 
nearly  two  hours,  but  was  at  last  compelled  to 
giv6<«|i>tte  comiskt '  -The  Frelhch  itdniiral;-in  the 

Imperial  of  120  guns,  ran  his  ship  on  shore,  and 
he  was  flowed  by  the  Diomed  of  84  guns; 
The  AleoMiider  of  B4  gunsf  «ld  Ae  Jupitetf'lida' 
Brave,  of  74  guns  each,  hauled  down  their  co- 
lours. The  Imperialan<Mie  Divined  wen^afi^ 
wards  burnt  by  the  victors.  The  frigates  and- 
the  corvette  escaped.  The  loss  of  the  British 
wia  sixly4iDPnr 'UHedy^  «^  IfM  hnndred  and 
ninety-four  wounded.  That  of  the  enemy,  in 
the  three  captured  ships  aione,  was  no  less  than 
sefen  hxmdred  and  isixty. 
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Another-  anl-^Neii'  barler  fcte  awaited  Ibe 
greatest  part  of  the  squadron  of  GLuliaumeZi 
but  at  a  kil)tr>pailo(l:  > :  Afar  the  dtvi^ioD'of  the 
Brest  ^eei  into  two  parts,  that  which  was  com- 
manded^by  GuiUaum^  pursued  its  way  towards 
Ike^pe  of  GopdiHbpe;   On  ius  paiaage,  how* 
ever,  the  French  Udmiral  was  iutonned  that  the 
thf0  twiaiitt  potfesaioa  of  the  Jkitislu  This 
iMi§t(tcB  indteed  hi^i  to  Wbange  hid  and 
proceed  to  St.  Salvador  io  Brazil,  where  be  re^ 
mawMai'for  s^ipe  Iniae  taortiefjQtrii  :faia  aeameii^ 
amoRg^wbom  scorbutic  symptoms  had  begun  to 
appear..  He.  tbeii.> sailed  tor.  the  West- Indies^ 
iriiera<li6^  arrind-  ia:lfae*iftttepeadiof  June.  :  .:It 
was  sir^ularly  unfortunate  for  the  British  that 
iboMgl^  kom  soma  uaeaplained  causey  tbia  fleet 
faated  empany,  and  dran^ed  iota: Sort  tSoifal 
harbour  by  sifigle  s^ps,.  none  oi  tbeiBritish  ves- 
sel! on  IdMt.iSt^tMii^  twi  came  itp,.wkh.ibeiik 
The  Veteran,  comnianded  by  Prince  Jefome, 
Ihe  brother  of  Njapoleon,  was  the  fiat  ship,  that 
^teiad  fiortlfeyalteboor,  aadit  waaiMft  titt 
[  the  end  of  four  days  that  the  whole  squadron^ 
cflHHiattBg  of  six  sail,  was  coUaoted  logBlher.  > 

'  GuiHatimea  sAiled  again  from;  Martiaico  -on 
the  first  of  July,  and  was  soon  after  joined  by 
another.al^|»af  the  line  and  three  frigates.  .Had 
ha  alay^  a  few  days  longer,  his  flight  wonld  haTe 
been  impracticable,  as  Sir  John  Bodase  Warren 
amved  on  the  twelfth  at  fiarbadoes^  with  six  sail 
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CHAP,   of  ttibttMw  RnMD  MiiliBtoirOiflhuiiiilK^gl^ered 

vnL 

to  the  north,  followed  by  Sir  Alexaoder  Coob^ 

did  not  itiimk  it  pirudeat  to^Mi^'  Mm  to^aetbti^ 
but  kept  10  3^ty  -tlot  ibe^ght  be  m  rtiadineM 

them  be  attacked.  The  British  admiral  Matched 
the  French  ^squadroii  tillvvji^Mtfjp^  «ff^BB«M 
Bk)0|^RrtailM  4*010111111  w  Ac  iMiiitwwBi'dyitwing 

two  fri^tes  to  observe  their  movenieots. ;  . 

'  The  ¥«teiw^eoitaMiidfri  hjMmOt  Bmm 
f»f4ey^mw  qiitltod  the  fleet,  imdMiHed  bomeward^ 
tBid  was^rtunate  etKM^h  to>  reach  France.  |a 
Mfistyv  «fter  hmng,  on  her  pdUmge,  dcattuyrtl 

six  merchantmen  of  the  Quebec  convoy.  The 

Mti' of- the^J^nck^fthips  mve  BOt  M-ioitimite. 

sefverel^f  sliatteied  by  a  tremendous  stoffm.  <  The 
Vtmti  uj  :tto'>itoiii«llb  8lBfiy;iMit  diMnalM^ 
sad  irith  'jdMiSftlt^ttiMhr.'tiiii  ^HavMUiiafai  nAtot  i 
sharp  actum  with  the  AjMtk  frigate  of iiov^guiifl^ 
GkplMnr.l^dMild}  irtio.»<iiifcLhaiW  ea|VfniidrlMi^ 

had  »he  not  taken  refuge  imricr  ihe  guns  of  tlie 

Mora  caiUe.  The  Impeteiu^  o£  seiieol^fottr 
gUDiy  ebught  a  tMltief  i»the  GhMHMslie^iKie 
she  was  driven  on  shore  and  burned  by  the  Bel- 
Md,  the  .Baihnn,  euk  the  ^iMipdi.;  iSEm 
•dierllne.of  beftde  ilripfl  ^^ere,  m^tL  sobseqwM: 
peiied,  destroyed  on  the  same  coast  Of  aU 
eqnedmiy  oiil;f  tm>  Miips^  the  Vdemi  ead 
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iHn^  CmHUu  vUkm^Y  umiwiiliHT  io  liiwimiij  l» 

£cfiiioe.     '.I  •»  V  •       ,  • 
.  Oakj  mmmmtikpl^  Bad Aal  prtifid 

tise  oiie,  «wat  made  by  the  French  ooloilMi  ooi»- 
manden  to  molest  the  Britii^  The  crew  of  the 
jBnwinin  Ao&p  ef  wiur  limiig  wmlUM^mt* 

lied  her  into  Guadalonpe,  General  Ernouf  re-^ 
fomumd:  km,  en^batked'  MveatyAhiee  sokiieift 
oiL AflAfd^  mA  Mil  liecvi  ia<  opofOBelioB'Wfltb 
scbooaery  to  cut  out  the  tnerchaiUaiesi  who  were 
^jteg^lo  Biwau.  Iiqfw  s  fioik  viMilftiiiPera^  horn 
Iwer,  caplSMcl  by  the^fif^Mi)  ^Ttxu&fB^  fvdb  hUl 
teceiyed  timely  ioformalioKt  of  the.  plan  whiek 
tfaey<hail'fohiiad«       i  ■  *:fi  MO 

The  last  action  of  the  year  which  claims  to 
be  06lki9d  iA  the  captim  o£.(he  Pomona  Spanish 
fiigiila^0£rtfairty  ^ight  gim^  *£mi'  Veim  Om^nMlh 
treaaure  on  board.  TUa  was  acomplished  by 
Gaptaior  JMsfaaoe^  in  lteiAratiMifl%  mi  Capjip 
Lyfiiard^inibB  Anm»  untedlwnMlanodiiHnBii 
did  faoBour  to  th«r  aeaL  and  oouzags*  :Oai..te 
IvenlgMbM  Angiiilv  tU  Pomaaa  ma  ide» 
scried,  about  two  miles  from  the  Havamiah,  by 
tbo  Bcilisby  who  immediately  chased  her.  To 
flioape  fiM  her  paianers,  flfa  m  cUmo  iti  ahort^ 
into  shallow  water,  where  she:  could  be  supported 
fcf  ittteeia  gyos  tnm  the  Mocoicaatle.  At  the 
taaae  thne  tiralve  gun«boatS)  each  carryitig.*a 
twelve  poimder  and  a  hundned  men,  came  out  of 
lha  haffboQt  to  her  asfliatano^  and  tenaed  W 
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array,  and  the  danger  of  a  hostile  lee  shore, 
1807.    Gopiikfc  flririifiei«iiAoM      tAnikam  doae 
■teBg«ri»*afftbeiFMiMtti,'ki  iMfranevteil'iiiim 

wateB  than  ins  vessel  drew.    He  was  ablys^ 

nutes  the  Spanish  frigate  struck  her  colours, 
tlMree  gua-boats  wei^  biowii  up^  ireoe.  simk» 
ttid  tiMwAiM'ttodriimelged  jandof^  tbe*  biiBafe* 

erSy  and  'the  ca&tk,  which  had  coiimieQced  firing 

^Qk  Jflliiv  of  fiio'.€^iiHHMlAs^  was  'aswBiil'  'httndlMid 

men,  few  being  i^ed  ifrom  the  gua*boats;  that 
of  the  Britbh  was  ti^eo  kiU^  and « thirtjr-tiro 

irounded^  *  '    '    •  /    '»     !.•■-'  *  » I  • 

./iit^  year..i^07  jMWseats  fe^ 
ailsiyitoiof  imporium'Qildertakt»«by(^ 
^b';  but  one  of  those  few  is  marked  *  by  such 
ipis^dM  lrttfa»iir'aa  tD/erQi#D  those  wha  iMfo^eni 
gaged  4fi 'it  with  lasting  glory.  Mt:hB8yiiiliilN!^ 
more  of  the  character  of  romance  than  of  sober 
Uslonoal  ;tet  Oliuikiiig  it  piobaUe  thai:  the 
inbabrtants  of  Curai^oa  would  not  be  averse  from 
putting  .  themselves  under  English  ■  protecUoOy 
yieMdtniral  *DaereB-  dtspatehed  a-  squadron  of 
fi>ur  frigates^  the  Arethusa,  the  Anson,  tlie  La- 
toaa,  and  tliO  'FisgAidt  uoder  Gsf^^  Qiarles 
Brisbane,  who  had  So  greatiy  distniguished  Jbim- 
self  in  the  capture  of  the  Pomona;,  to  try.  what 
could  be  accomplished  by  treaty.   It  does  not 
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^>pe»<ti«tliKBa«yki9^>l»U.anyii^  O^e. 

tioos  to  resort  to  arms.  He,  nowerer,  determined 
lo  try  «haft((0Qkii^  done  iiyjftfnifl»  m  cBaencflpi- 
ehtkm  tboM  Uii,  Th«  squadron  afriwdoff  ikm 
harbOiUf  of  Curaj^a  ajk  day-break,  on  the  ficst  oi 
January*  Uaviog  paaaed  the  whole  exteaMre 
line  of  searbatteriesy  which  kept  up  a  fruitless 
hce^  Captaia  .Briahaofi'ABchared  the  squadron  in 

anmiitiiiMB  fiadv  for  the  alladu  and.  the 
cannonade  of  the  enemy,  wrote  on  the  capstem 
of.hiyi^ip.a  summoDS  to  the  gOMmjOK^  demaatU 
h^|a  smendhr  in  five^mioiiles,  and  Ibm 
instant  assault)  if  another  shot  were  discharged 
fran '  tko  slKMb 

This  summons  was  dtsref|arded  by  Itie  ^omw 
nor,  who  probably  thought  tiiat  the  menace  of  an 
aasa«U  was,  not  aenoosly  made.  He .  was,  in 
truth,  not  to  be  blamed  for  relying  upon  his  own 
force,  and  undervaluing  thai  of  his  enemy.  The 
defences  of  the  harhonr  weie  of  sueh  stieagtb, 
that  it  did  not  appear  at  all  probable  that  four 
fpgates-  woukt  venture  even  to  come  within  reach 
of  dieir  fire,  much  less  attempt  the  seemingty 
•desperate  achievement  of  .carrying  them  by  storm. 
The  harbour,  the  entrance  of  which  is  not  fifty 
yards  wide,  was  protected  by  regular  fortiiiea- 
tioQS,  of  two  tiers  of  cannon.  Sixty-six  guns 
were  mounted  on  Fort  Amsterdam  'alone;  and 
athwart  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  port  were 
moored  the  Dutch  frigate  Uatsiar  ot  thirty-six 
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ffmst  the  Sarinun  of  tmta/tf^MO  goni,  imd  tM 

large  schooners.  A  chain  of  forts  covered  the 
commanding  bei|^  of  Miatoberg»  aod,  atprnj^ 
Aot  distanoe^  Hen  bifbour  Wat  oiiiiiihiH  by  die 
nearly  impr^nable  fortress  of  Fort  RepidK 
l^pie* 

Well  IdiMfng,  hoi«ever»  that  eomage  and 

skill  can  supply  tbe  want  of  other  resources^ 
Captain  Brisbane  rwilfed  to  pot  his  tiuml  kita 
execution.  He  had  already  arranged  willi  hb 
brother  captains  the  plan  of  attack.  UC'  was 
admnrably  seeomled  by  Ihe  spirit  of  hia  warn, 

M  hich  was  entirely  in  unison  with  his  own.  Even 
before  th^  were  informed  of  the  service  oa  vMch 
they  wens  to  he  employed,  they  had  anticipaled 
their  leader's  intention ;  and,  accordingly,  when 
they  were  summoned  to  quarters,  they  were  £ouad 
to  be  fully  prepared  for  action,  and  so  lesoloMy 
bent  on  their  purpose,  that  they  had  chalked  on 
their  hats  the  words    Victory  or  death  i*' 

As  soon  as  his  summons  was  answered  in 
the  negative.  Captain  Brisbane  got  under  sail* 
At  a  quafler  after  sn  he  led  the  way  ulto  die 
harbour,  in  the  Arethusa,  followed  by  Captain 
Wood  in  the  Latooaj  Captain  Lydiard  in  the 
Anson,  aiMl  Captain  Boltoii  in  the  Fisgard,  all 
officers  well  worthy  of  seconding  such  a  leader. 
Just  at  the  critical  moment  when  tbe  headmoit 
ship  turned  round  the  point  of  the  faarbow'* 
moutii^  tbe  wind  became  so  un&vourable  that  it 
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impossible  for  her  to  retire.    The  Briti^hy  how- 
^vere  oqt  long  ..^  tbia  pmatiU  situ^tioQ.  ,  ^ 
aqinUl  toruimkAy  com  cupf,  during  ^yhiqh  ihe 

wind  shifted  two  pointSi  and^  ^j^^bled  ih^  to 
proceed  dose  together  to  the  destined  spot,  .f^e 
gallant  dariog  of  the  amiknts  bad  thejuvtoral 
effect  of  dauntuQg  their  oppoueotSr  The  lattec, 
aeverlbdess^  opened  a  heavy  fire;  but  tbey  apoo 
found  that  the  contest  was  to  be  carried  (M|  hand 
lo  hand.  Or^i/m  were  gjivea  to  board.  Captain 
Biiebme  was  the  fint  nuut  who  boarded  tha 
Hatslar,  tiic  colours  of  which  he  himself  tore 
d^wo.  Her  cominander  beiag  killed,  she  sur* 
renderody  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Latoaa.  IiT  the  mean  time,  part  of  the  crew  of 
the.  AiMOOy  led  by  Captain  I^diard^  boarded  the 
Sttrinam  jfinom  dieir  larboard  bow,  while  the  re- 
msunder  of  the  crew  were  occupied  in  assailing 
the  batteries  from  thar  starboard  guns.  The 
captain  of  the  Surinam  being  dangerously  wound- 
qd^  she  also  struck*  The  sdiooners  shared  the 
tame  iate»  and  now  nothing  remained  afloat  to 

oppose  ihe  progress  of  the  British. 

The  iustant  th^  he  had.  struck  the  colours  of 
th^  HatshuT)  and  i^ven  her  in  charge  to  the  La* 
tona,  Captain  Brisbane,  with  a  handiul  of  men, 
hastened  on  shore,  where  he  was  aUnost  immedi- 
ately joined  by  Captain  Lydiard.  The  officers 
and  ship's  companies  were  promptly  disembarked, 
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^viiL*    ^  proceeded  to  stom  the  forts,  the 

citadel  and  the  town.  This  was  done  with  uo- 
ezaoipled  rapidity.  By  seven  o'dock,  the  lower 
forts,  Fort  AmsterdaiD;  which  was  garrisoned  by 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  regular  troops^  and 
the  town  of  Amsterdaniy  were  in  the  powier  of 
the  British.  Captain  Brisbane  was  the  first  man 
that  entered  Fort  Amsterdam,  and  he  had  once 
more  the  pleasure  of  palling  down  the  Batavian 

standard. 

Having  been  tbns  far  success&l,  the  Brttidb 
commander  had  an  interview  with  the  governor, 

to  whom  he  allowed  hve  minutes  to  decide  upon 
thei  surrender  of  the  colony.  On  the  entreaty  of 
the  governor,  who  pleaded  that  his  head  would 
be  the  forfeit  if  he  decided  so  rapidly,  this  time 
was  extended  to  half  an  hour.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  Captain  Brisbane  entered  the 
council  chamber,  and  required  the  governor  and 
council  to  make  known  their  determination.  The 
result  was  the  delivering  up  of  the  island  to  his 
Britannic  majesty,  on  condition  that  diose  who 
did  not  choose  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
should  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
conveyed  to  Holland.  By  ten  o'clock  the  British 
colours  were  hoisted  on  Fort  Republique,  and 
the  whole  of  the  colony  was  in  quiet  possession 
'  of  the  victors.  The  militia,. consisting  of  one 
tiiousand  two  hundied  men,  was  shortly  after- 
wards disarmed.   This  conquest  was  effected  by 
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ho  more  4bfm  ^ght  hundred  men,  and  the  loss 

smtained  was  only  three  slaia  and  fourteea 
ffomuM.  The  \w  of  the  enemy  w»a  much 
heavier ;  it  amounted  to  two  hundred  men  killed  : 

fttriiang  proof  how  much  more  wise,  as  well 
as  iilofe  noble,  it  is  lo  brave  dang^  manfully,  than 
to  seek  a  delusive  and  shameful  safety  in  flight. 

Scarcely  leas  deaerving  of  applause  for  ita 
lumvery,  though  of  lest;  ifltkportance  in  its  conse- 
quences, is  an  exploit  which  was  performed  hy 
Captain  Datresi  in  the  Baocfaante,  aecompanied 
by  Captain  Wise,  in  the  Mediator.  The  bay  of 
Samaoa,  which  is  situated  on  |he  norlh-^t  side 
of  St  Domingo,  having  long  been  a  nuisance  to 
the  British  trade  in  the  neighbouring  seas,  as  it 
afforded  a  saie  shelter  to  a  swarm  of  privateers, 
Gaptaio  Dacres*  resolved  to  attempt  the  expul- 
sion of  the  enemy,  who  had  established  them- 
solveB  there.  The  navigation  into  the  bay  being 
eiceedKngly  cfiffieult,  Captain  Dacres  formed  a 
scheme  for  passing  its  intricacies,  without  en- 
countering opposition.  For  this  purpose^  on  the 
i20th  of  February,  he  sent  in,  under  her  own  co- 
lours, a  schooner  which  he.  had  recently  captured. 
She  was  foHowed  by  his  own  ship^  disguised  as  a 
prize,  and  the  Mediator  as  a  neutral.  The  scheme 
was  successful.  The  British  passed  every  ob- 
stacle, and  anchored^  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
fort,  before  the  stratagem^  was  discovered  by  the 
enemy.    The  fort  then  opened  a  heavy  fire» 
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CHAP,  which  was  as  warmly  returned  for  the  space  of 
2^  four  boon.  At  the  expin^tipaofthattL*. 
seamen  and  marines  were  hmded,  and^tiie  fiNt; 
though  cominandingly  situated,  was  taken  by 
atorm.  'Diat  part  of  the  ganrison  w bidi  witt  not 
put  to  the  swordy  escaped  inti^  lte  .woods.- '  Two 
prize  vessels^  and  two  privateers  fitting  out  fot 
8ea»  vf&e  finind  in  tbe  bari>dur«  Fioviaasly  to 
their  departure,  the  British  destroyed  the  fort 
and  tbe  cannon,  and  thus  rendered  the  barbour^ 
fit  least  for  some  thne  1»)  ooimi^  of  Unto  iMiMtf 

a  place  of  refuge.  "       '  '  ? 

The  year  was  closed  by  the  Uoodless  con* 
quest  of  the  Danish  coksoies  of  6k  Jbbn,  St 
Thomas  and  Santa  Cruz.  A  war  having  broken 
out  with  Denmark)  the  British  miiBilen»  m% 
iti  September,  sent  out  orders  to  the  inwal  ml 
military  commanders  to  reduce  those  islands. 
These  ordm  were  easily  carried  intaoAot,  the 
^nemy  not  having  any  means  of  resisting  the 
.  powerful  force  which  was  arrayed  agpiinst  them* 
All  that  they  asked  was,  that  they  might  be  aU 
lowed  to  ascertain  its  amount  before  they  con- 
cluded a  capitulation.  St.  Thomas  and  S4.  John 
surrendered  on  the  9l9t  of  December,  and  Santa 
Cruz  on  the  S5th  of  the  same  month. 
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CHAPTER  IX* 

Naval  and  military  events  of  1808. — Pursuit  of 
the  Rochtforf  iqitadron.'r^Cgffture  ^  the 
ZMr  frig€tikr^Mmkg0lkm  XXmb 
tahen.— Fruitless  attempt  of  the  French  to 

^IflM  Sim  JUbttuts*    i$iMI'f   Nfe '  ^  SottlflttO, 

Xhc  war  in  the  Wat  Indies  ica^rkd  ^ 
mnSfiritm  — C^jfemmrwimsd  jj^^hei 

British  and  Portuguese, — An  expedition  sent 
against  Martimco, — The  island  is  ri^duced  by 
the  a^itisk.-'TSmm^ 

.  ture  of  the  HautpouU  and  a  frigate. — CapitU'- 
latum  the  citjf  qf^  Sfmto  Domiyigo, — Gallant 
itfmos  (jf  the  Jmm.'^I\m  lirqwk  frigates 
dedroi/ed  at  Guadaloupe.  —  Capture  of  the 
*  Himu  fitftvetUf  md  the  fmp  fit  Jjs  Um/e^-^ 
■  Campcagn  ef  ISIO. — Cei9que9t  qf  Guadaloupe, 
St.  Martt^Sf  St.  J^ustatkf       Sofia. — Cm- 

^^uiVGLY  exhausted  and  dbpirited  by  Hie  chap. 
loM^  of  ,tbe  two  preceding  yean,  and  bavioig 
also  need  of  all  his  resources  to  carry  on  his  con- 
^neotal  die^igp^  l^apolj^^  during  the  year  l,b08» 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


168  HISTORY  OF  THE  i 

cs^p.    desisted  from  making  any  efforts  in  the  West  | 
Indies.  The  Rocbefort  squadron,  which  got  oat  I 


1808. 


of  that  port  in  January,  was  indeed  for  a  wh9e 

supposed  to  be  gone  to  succoui  the  French  colo- 
niesi  or  to  annoy  ours;  and  .was  consequently 
pursued  by  Sir  John  Dockmrth,  who  looked 
into  Martinico,  coasted  along  St.  Domingo,  visit- 
ed the  Chestpeafcey  and  r^uitted  to  En^luid, 
aft^  a  fhiitl^s  crnize  of  thirteen  thousand  miles. 
The  long-sought  enemy  was,  in  the  mean  lime, 
safe  at  anchor  in  the  faaffoour  of 'Toal<m« ' 

Tt  docs  not  appear  that,  even  by  single  ships, 
more  than  one  attempt  waamade  bytiiti  French, 
in  the  ci^urae  of  thb  year,  to  Mid  aft^^ 
their  remaining  western  colonies.  That  attempt 
was  an  unfortunate  one.  The-  ship  dispatched 
was  The  Thetis,  of  fbrty-f6ur  gons,  which  sailed 
from  L'Onenty  with  troops  and  stores  for  Mar- 
tinico.  She  was,  howeter,  speedily  conducted  to 

a  much  nearer  port.  Scarcely  had  she  cleared 
the  harbour  of  port  Louis,  on  the  night  of  the 
lOtfa  of  August,  than  she  wns  (alien  in  with  by 
the  Amethyst,  of  thirty-six  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Michael  Seymour.  A  most  sanguinary 
contest  ensued,  which  continued,  vrith  unabating 
fury,  for  two  hours  and  a  half.  For  an  hour  the 
ships  lay  &st  alongside  of  eaeb  other,  the  iuJce  of 
one  of  the  Amethyst's  anchors  having  hooked 
into  the  main-deck  port  of  the  Thetis.  The 
enemy's  ship,  wholly  dismasted,  and  eiceedingly 
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shattered^  was  at  length  Cftrriad  hj  boarding. 
The  loss  on  our  side  was  severe,  it  being  seventy 
killed  and  nvouoded ;  oa  that  of  the  French  it  was 

enormous,  as  it  amounted  to  no  less  than  a  hun- 
dred and  tlurty*^ve  killed,  and  a  hundred'  and 
twa  wounded^  amoog  whom  were  all  the  olBeers 
except  three,  the  captain,  M.  Pinsun,  a  gallant 
and  ikilfol  maoi  4Ming  one  of  tbe  skdn. 

During  thbeventfol  yeari-Gwat-Britab,  Uke 
her  rival,  was  too  much  occupied  nearer  homei 
to  imdertttke  any  enterpme  of  mottMnt  in  diia 
distant  part  of  tbe  world.  Embarked  as  a  prin- 
cipal in  the  Peninsular  war,  and  but  just  begin* 
Ding  Id  ex«rt  henelf  «a  a  military  power,  she  iiad 
at  piescnt  no  troops  to  spare  for  colonial  expedi- 
tions. The  war^  ther^orei  laoguiahed>  in  the 
.  west  All  that  was 'done,  was  done  by  the  spirit 
and  intelligence  of  those  officers  who  commanded 
there* 

Such  was  the  case  widi  respect  tothecaptim 
of  Mariegalante  and  Deseada,  which  was  ^fected 
by  Caplatn  Selby  with  a  smaU  force  of  seamen 

and  marines.  The  first  of  these  islands  lies  a  few 
miies  to  the  south-east  of  Guadidoupe;  tbe  se- 
cond warly  the  same  distance  to  the  north-east 
As  colonies  these  islands  were  objects  of  only 
seeoodary  importance,  though  Mari^g^ante  is 
not -ill  ctokivaled;  but  the  possession  of  Ibeni 
\vas  desirable,  because  ttiey  formed  an  excellent 
shelter  for  privateers,  and,  from  thw.positioD  in 


CH^.  ndmoce  of  GuadthMipcv  «en*a  imtam|  obiliclfe 

v^v-w    to  the  close  blockade  of  that  colony.    This  in- 

4uaed  Captaia  Selby,  of  th«.C«cboriifi^  4o  Mmpt 
tb«r  reductioiL  Two  Imndrod  aeniMii  Md  ma- 
rines, under  Capl^^u  Figolt^  were  lancM,  kk 
Mmog^tai  ob  Ifaa  movd  irf  jtfamb; .  «h1 
Ibe  enemy  bdng  taken  tinawarea,  surrendered  at 
discretion.    Dest^ada  submitted  on  the.i^  iof 

Mircb.   Xhs  tmfick.  at  tet  wm  diifMvl  to 

resist,  but  a  short  cannonade  from  the  Cerberus 
put  their  csKMvage  to  fligl^l^  a^d  they  hailU  dowa 
th^aolouni.'        ww  not  ttiottgtit.ait|iidiiM 

to  station  any  troops  here,  the  batteries  were  de- 

tlroyfl^  w  loatb  of  ne^itjrality  wa»  adnmifteied 
10  Ibe  ii4iabilant9»  mi  a  sloop  mud  a  brig  pim 

Q&  the  jco^  Id  prevent  the  i^.yernor  of  Gua- 

cMou|ia  At>Bi  9i(tmvliogt0in§iiamtk1i^  iatod. 

Deieada  the  governor  allowed  to  remam  in* 
molestedi  but  Mariegaiante  was  so  good  a  priva: 
leer  ^yyitjoQ,  Md  ^ts  losp  aUp  broiigbt  tim  Blitiab 

so  much  more  nearly  in  contact  with  him,  that 
be  dettxioin^^  tp  try  to  recover  it«  The  attempt 
was  made  ,cm  the  Mi  of  August,  by  ColoQel 
Canibriel,  ^ho,  vvitii  about  two  hundred  men,  in 

«fiffeDtQQn.bQat8u9tola  oyer 
Umded  Qwr  Grand  Bourg^  They  were  preparing 
to  attack  the  battel  y  when  they  irare  espied  from 
the  Oxoo,  Ihirtjr  ^f  ^vvboia  seamen  hnrrisd  aa 
sborc,  threw  themselves  into  the  battery  before 
Ibe  JErenc^  /couid  iwh  it^  and  giive  them  such  a 
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wATQi  reception  w  coropelM  them  to  fetmtt^ 
The  eileQ)y's  boats  w^re  seized  by  the  Circe,  aad 
tte^€8tiR{H)    the  Fraieb  Mog  tbti0  ttiH  o£^^ 

retired  towards  the  centre  of  the  island.  Intelli^ 
geoce  of  tbeir  landing  was  forwanded  to  Geoesak 
BtckivMi,  «t  Btaurfaadott,  who  lost  no  tiaie  ki 
pending  Lieutenant-colonel  Blackwell,  with  three 
^PttipaDWi  agBinik).  theni*  The  f  «eQcb^  when  die 
BritMi  traops  diflMibafked,  mm  wilUnt  thms 
miles  of  Grand  fiourg.    On  the  approach  of 

qwtfed  iheir  position,  mmi  were  puiBued  fcrfive 
da^s  and  nights.  They  four  times  endeavoured 
10  make  a-  stands  but  were-  aa  often  defartad; 

and,  at  length,  seeing  no  hope  of  either  succour 
or  escajpe,  they  ^sun-enderad  as  prisoners  of  war. 
AJugpnr  firiiFatear  from  Ouadaloupe,  wilii  a 
ho^tzer  and  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  thenii 
muM'ftomuaky  capDjiiad  hy  one  at  our  enaam, 
and  this  capttve  ^dkmbtlesB  accelerated  tbcir  sub^ 
missioQ. 

'  Aa  equal  gtiod  tetune  did  not  attend  Hm 
British,  in  an  attempt  which  they  made  upon  the 
island  £i£  iSt  Maitiii's.  Tlus,  too,  was  a  place 
efiiafiage  fiir  a  svarm  el  priimleeny  and  it  iiiiafl^ 

therefore,  desirable  that  tliey  should  be  deprived 
oi  iL  iSoitte  erroneous  infinrmation  which  iiad 
haen  mscAreiy  indueed  a  belief  dMt  it  was  keld 
by  no  considembleibrce,  and  might  be  conquered 
by  A  snddea  and  ngoroua  attack.   Under  tWs 
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CHAR    fatal  belief,  the  Wanderer  sloop  of  war,  and  the 
v^v^  Subtle,  Balahou  and  Elizabeth  schooners  appear- 
ed  aff  the  kknd  in  tke  comawnGement  of  July. 

The  seamen  and  marines,  to  the  number  of  only 
ahuodred  and  thirty,  led  by  Lieutenant  Spearing 
of  the  Sobde,  were  landed  on  the  ttird  of  that 
month.  The  lower  fort,  of  six  guns,  was  carried, 
and  the  guns  were  spiked*  But,  in  advancing 
up  the  rocky  heights,  covered  with  the  pnckly 
pear>  tlie  fire  from  the  upf^r  fort  was  so  destruc* 
tmi  that  it  was  impoasibie  for  the  asnilaniB  to 
advance  to*  the  sunmnil,  and  every  momenir  di« 
minished  their  scanty  force..  Lieutenant  Spear- 
ing was  shot  through  the  breast^,  within  ten  yard* 
of  the  fort,  and  immediately  expired.  His  fall 
disheartened  his  men,  who  withdrew  towards  their 
boats;  but,  their  retreat  being  by  this  tfane  cat 
oflf,  they  were  compelled  to  surrender.  It  was, 
in  fact,  impossible  for  them  to  continue  the  oon-^ 
test  with  the  slightest-  hope  of  socoess.  The 
enemyi  who  had  been  warned  of  their  intention 
early  enough  to  make  ev^  preparation  to  frus- 
trate it^  were  rather  more  than  nine  hundred 
men.  The  prisoners  were,  however,  released  oa 
'  a*  fag  of-  truce  being  aent  cm  shore  from  the 

ships;  and  the  victors  proved  that  they  were  not 
undeserving  of  their  success,  by  the  honours 
wltteh  they  paid  to  the  reudns  of  their  gallant 
foe.  Lieutenant  Spearing  was  interred  with  til 
the  hononri  of  war,  the  French  commander  him- 
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«df  AttntM  tlM  fiinenl,  and  be  alK>  gave  \mm 
k>  a-  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Subtle  to  come  on 
shores  for  Ihe  purpose  of  performiog  the  last  sad 
dattes-to  tMr  brave  and  valued  leader. 

The  expulsion  of  the  I'Vench  from  Samaua 
cloied-  the  warUke  operadons  fd  the  year  1B08. 
On  a  former  occasion,  they  had  been  defeated, 
and  driven  for  a  while  into  the  woods,  bat  they 
had  not  been  eompriled  wholly  to  abandon  the 
post.  The  possession  of  the  bay  of  Sam  ana,  and 
of  the  bordering  territory,  has  long  been  coveted 
by  the  French.   Tfak  barbonr,  the  most  advaiih 
tageoufily  situated  of  any  in  St.  Domingo,  is  ca* 
paUe-of  beii^  converted  into  a  serious  means  of 
tsoncyance,  as  a  naval  establishment  and  arsenal* 
The  bay  is  large  and  sheltered,  and  has  excellent 
anchorage;  and  the  entrance  of  it  may  with  ease 
be  fortified  so  as  to  preclude  all  hostile  access. 
A  river  navigable  for  twenty  leagues,  the  Yuna, 
which  empties  itsdf  into  the  head  of  the  bay>  af- 
ford s  a  ready  opening  to  the  neii^lih During  country, 
where  may  be  procured  all  th^  sorts  of  timbw 
proper  for  the  constructien  of  a  navy,  and  where 
ere  mines  of  copper,  capable  of  furnishing  an 
abundant  supply  of  metal  for  the  casting  of  can- 
non.  A  fleetstationed  here  would  keep  the  surw 
rounding  islands  in  a  state  of  perpetual  alarm 
and  peril.   Even  now  Samana  was  become  a 
grievous  nuisance  to  the  West-India  trade,  from 
its  being  a  constant  slieiter  to  the  numerous  pri- 
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^^J^'    the  windward  of  this  island.   This  circumstance, 

md  the  wish  to  facilitate  the  blockade  of.  .the 

city  of  Saiil0  DommgD,  wUsb  the  Sfliiiiairi»iM^ 

now  carrying  on,  induced  Captain  Dashwood,  of 

the  iraBohistt,  with  6s0Mph  fiiik^.elmmJmA 
brought  together,  to  iiniertftte  thelMk  cImfMS 
out  the  enemy.  He  arrived  at  Samanii  on  the 
tfifith.  <»f  Novenbars  iKHwd  ^.FcfiiBb 
manendy  etitiMishing  tbiOMclveBy  and  erecCiDg 
batteries  which,  when  codipletedi  wQukl  hayi^ 
mad^  tha  piaoa  tonabh  againsfl  afanoatatiy  ^pnet 

that  could  be  sent  to  attack  it.  As,  however, 
they  were  not  yet  prepared  for  resiitatiQei  Ibqr 
hod  dowti  thair  armK;  and  gava  up  Ibe  privataess 
and  other  vessels  which  were  at  anchor  in  tlie 
hagr «  Having  aeoompliifafd  hit  purfo^  Gaplwi 
Daflbwood  ddivarad  ap  the  iam  lo  a*  SpMiiill 
officer. 

Tha  cainpiigii  of  1309  ^as  MrJied  by  chM^ 
of  a  name  ilnportaUt  nature  tbaa  occurred  in  that 

of  the  preceding  year.  The  colooiai  djoiuioion^ 
of  f  mooa  were  attacked  in  various  quarters,  and 
every  where  with  equal  success;  the  mother 
oauntry  being  top  deeply  eog^ed  in  eodeavciur^ 
ing  to  subjugate  the  continent  of  Eorope,  to  have 
many  resources  to  spare  for  the  defence  of  her 
distant  possesMODO.  Ik  is  pr^baUe,  top,  that  the 
system  which'  Napofeon  was  now  pursuing  mote . 
openly  than  ever,  induped  him  to.i^gn^d  the  loss 
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dPth»ViiBBeb«oloB|M  wilfa  nAidi  k»  regret  IkMi 
he  otherwise  would  have  done.  The  tran^r  was 
ia fan opinMiQ bMta  tonqpet^  Helooked 
ioraAdbtio  lh«  oottpMe  tdbnuMiim  cif  Ihe  cbntii- 

neatai  states,  the  ruin  of  the  manufactures  and 
Miumee  of  Giea$  Brilaai^  mud:  tJm  ounaaqiieal 
drying  up  of  all  faenheam  of  resiifianee;  and^  if 
this  ardently  desired  ev^  should  come  to  pas% 
toduitir  tiMtati  liart.evily  thng  whi^ 
wrested  from  him,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world, 
most  necessacilf  lie  Aucreodfitied  up^  and  even  be 
lliought  I'irMiflpi  niUiiifirgy  ift.the  prio&  of  a  fa* 
verisb,  inglorious,  and  perilous  peace.  He  had 
tciod  to  cope  wilb.ttiiiB  Arit^  oavy;.  ha  had 
MM.  Tbam'iwir  only  retoaiteid  to.  try  wbalber 
it  was  not  pos^ble  to  reduce  that  navy  to  inac- 
tipay  faj  cialliBf  off  one  of .  the  ^'oiiiin  oarves  of 
war/*  the  pacoaiary  suppUea  arhkh  were  Aa 
spring  of  its  motion.  It  was  in  Europe,  and  on 
tha  landi  tet  ha  haped  to  rdoonqaar  bis.  cola*- 
nies ;  and  it  must  be  owned  that  tiiere  aloiie  had 
he  any  chance  of  once  more  making  them  a  poci' 
tion  of  lni.eBipua.  ^ 

The  first  of  the  French  colonies  which  fell  in 
the  course  of  this  year  was  that  of  Cayealie. 
To  England  it  was  an  object  of  some  moment  ta 
drive  the  enemy  from  this  settlement,  as  her 
jloiag  thia  would  contribute  to  the  safety  of  Sii* 
rinam  and  Demeraim,  md  At  die  wmi^  time  da- 
prive,the  french  cruizecs  of. a  place  of  slielter 
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CHAP.  Md  cqoipnnit*   lo  Iks  coiM)U6it:'of  CiijpmiMB^ 
^  ^   iMwrever,  the  British  acted  only  in  the  charaicter 
1809.     of  auxiliaries;  that  of  principals  being  assumed 
4>y  the  Porlugutte.   %liicain«ttlitf  ilie  Fnoot 

Regent  of  Portugal  in  the  Brazils,  a  new  spirit 
wius  given  to  that  province;  and  as,  perhaps, 
the  Prince  Begmt's  nnoiBliri  jotSd/f  Jimiglncd 
that  Victor  liugue^  was  not  lil^ely  to  be  a  quiet 
Mghbour,  or  even  an  booomble  eeeiDjyit  im 
.wisely  resolTed  to-Becme  theBnoiliaA  frottlioDbf 
expelling  the  French  from  Cayenne*  *  i 

The  fime  appfopctated  to  this  pmpeeB  mi 
but  small.  It  consisted  of  no  more  than  fire 
hundred  and  hfty  Portuguese  soldiers,  under 
Lieuteoant-coloiiel  Manoel  MacqoBs;  two  Par** 

tuguese  sloops  and  some  light  vessels;  and  the 
Couliance  British  frigate,  conuaaoded.  by  Cap* 
lain  James  Lucas  YeOt  bmve  end  intelligent 
officer,  wko  is  said  to  have  been  the  suggester  of 
ihia  enterprise.  The  Portiigaese  tuoopa  took  the 
field  in  tlie  beginning  of  December.  Having,  ia 
conjunction  with  the  British,  reduced  the  district 
of  Oyapok  on  the  eighth,  and  that  of  Appimque 
on  the  fifteenth;  they  prepared  to  complete,  their 
labour,  by  the  reduction  of  the  isiand  of  Cay- 
enoe. 

The  expedition  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Mahuree,  on  the  east  side  of  the.  island,  on  the 
aiKtfa  of  January.   In  the  emmg  Captain  Yeo 

proceeded  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  meo^  ip 
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tan  anot8»  to  naks  hiinfldf  master  of  two  bat- 

terieSy  the  one,  called  Fort  Diamant,  command- 
ing the  entxaooe  of  the  river,  the  other,  called 
Gmad  Gaaa^  tsMmg  tba  great  mad  to  the  towit 
of  Cayenne.  The  vessels  and  the  remainder  of 
*  the.  tcoops  wete  ordered  to  follow  after  duak, 
aadior  at  die  inoalh  of  the  Mahime,  and  wait 
till  he  gave  the  stgnal  that  the  batteries  were 
cainad,  w^  ihey  were  to  hasten  ferwardy  and 
diimnbark  the  men  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
Witi)  five  canoes,  the  rest  being  too  heavy  to  keep 
op  -with  hnn,  be  pushed  on  shore,  about  thiee 

o'clock  in  the  morning,  midway  between  the  two 
batteries.  The  canoes  were  almost  instantaneously 
dariied  to  pieces  by  the  violenee  of  the  surf. 
Sending  one  part  of  his  little  division  to  the  left, 
afvnat  the.  betlery  of  Grand  Cane,  he  himself 
masched  with  the  other  against  Fort  Diamant. 
Though  ihG^  forts  mounted  five  guns,  and  were 
deieiided  by  ninety  jnen,  they       both  taicen  by 

storm,  with  trifling  loss,  except  that  of  Lieutenant 
Ready  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  assault 
of  Fert  Diamant  A  way  being  thus  opened 
into  the  river,  the  whole  of  the  troops  were  put 
on  shore  in  die  cowse  of  tlie  morning. 

The  two  commanders  having  reoeiTed  infor- 
mation that  Victor  Hugues,  with  a  thousand  men, 
was  on  his  mardi  from  Cayenne  to  attadt  thtai, 
they  resolved  to  dismantle  Fort  Diamant,  and 
concentrate  their  forces  at  Grand  Cane.  The 
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cf!AF.   bwoesa  of  deitrovim  Urn  fort  wftt  eatrustod  to 
Captain  Molcaster  and  a  party  of 

tbe  Coqfiance.  On  reaching  Graod  Canei  Cap- 
tain Yeo  discovered  that,  about  a  mile  up  the 
river,  on  opposite  sides  of  it,  and  crossing  their  - 
fire  within  hail  gun-shot,  there  were  two  batteries.  . 
One  of  these  waa  on  an  eminence,  overlooking 
the  creek  which  leads  to  the  town  of  Cayenne ; 
the  other  wes  at  the  mouth  of  a  siaiiar  iuietr 
leading  to  th^  hooae  and  plantation  of  Victor 
Hugues,  and  was  obviously  constructed  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  hia  property*  Each  o£ 
them  had  two  nine  pounders  and  fifty  men.  To  re- 
'  duce  these  batteries^  the  Lion  and  V  enganza  cutters 
vera  aachorad  abreast  o£them,aiid  the  action  wa^ 
smartly  continued  on  both  sides  for  an  hour ;  hut 
hnding  at  length  that,  the  ships  were  not  a  jnatch 
for  them  in  weight  of  metal,  and  that  be  was 
rapidly  losing  his  men  by  the  shower  of  ^rape 
shot  which  the  fioemy.  poured  fern  their  gons^ 
Captain  Yeo  determined  to  carry  them  by  as- 
sault. He  himself  led  one  party  to  the  attack. 
Thoii^  both  detacbments.were  obliged  tt»  efect 

their  landing  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  can- 
non and  musketry,  which  keptiip  an  .incessant 
fire,  yet  the  assailants  advanced  with  such  de- 
termined bravery,  that  they  bore  down  ail  oppo- 
sition, and  put  the  enemy  to  flight 

Wtule  this  was  passing,  Victor  Hugues,  with 
the  divjfiiiaa  from  Cayenne,  fell  upon  Colonel 

an* 
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MupquoB^  who  im  portBcl  iiith  tito  rvst  of  tte- 

troops  at  Grand  Cane,  and  who  gallantly  kept 
the  superior  .straogth  oi  the  Fieoch  at  buj,  tiU- 
Ceptafai  Yed  cduld  return  to  hie  toisliiice. 
After  a  sharp  contest  of  three  hourd,  the  baffied 
Hegilea  measimd  beek  bis  steps  to  Ctnymant^ 

Another  division  of  the  enemy,  two  hundred  and 
iifty  in  number,  had^  ia  the  mem  Ume,  appe&rad. 
hMve  Fort  Dkmluity  firom  whieh,  hoMver^  they . 
had  withdrawn,  on  perceiving  that  Lieutenant 
Mulcaster  was  pk^qmroii  ta^v^  them  battle. 

.  There  now  reSiaiiied  tor*  drtve  a  party  iof  100 
men  from  the  house  of  Victor  Hugues^  which  had 
been  conversed  into  a  tolerably  stroDg  post  This 

house  was  situated  at  the  end  of  an  avenue,  of 
between  two  and  three  milesia  length,  having  on 
its  right  a  thicki  i^ood,  aild  on  its  left  A  creek. 
The  troops,  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  being 
ready  to  advance  to  theattacki  Captain  Yeo  aeni 
lieatenant  Mideaster,  with  a  flag  of  tmee,  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  post;  promising,  in 
oaae  of  sdimissioily  that  no  damage  shoiddrbd 
sustained  by  the  property.  When  the  lieutenant 
was  within  a  boat's  length  of  the..house,  the 
anemy  trwberously  fired  two  voHies*  aod  then 
retreated.  Attributing  this  base  conduct  to  some 
unauthorised  individual,. the  flag  of  truce  was 
onoe  more  disph(idied  >f  'C&pteio  Too,  and  vm 
now  received  by  a  discharge  from  a  field  piece. 
His  patience  not  jf«t  exhausfedi  tiiie  British,  cap*- 
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tain  cntmted  his  message  to  «  dave  of  tbe  go-* 

veraor,  who  returned  from  the  French  officer, 
sayiog  tbat  all  conununicatioas  muat  be  made  ki 
writing.  At  the  same  moment,  the  French  com- 
mandiog  o&cer  began  iiriDg  from  his  field-piece, 
and.wai  seconded  by  the  mnskeliy  of  a  body  of 
troops,  which  he  had  posted  in  ambush  in  the 
wood.  As  several  cuts  had  been  made  in  the 
niadi  so  that  it  was  impossiUe  for  tbe  British 
and  Portuguese  to  bring  forward  their  gun,  they 
threw  it  into  one  of  the  cotSi  and  daabed  forward 
with  jnke  and  ba^eonet  to  attack  the  enemy. 
They  were  soon  master  of  the  field-piece,  the 
French  retiring  into  the  house,  from  the  windows 
of  which  they  kept  up  a  smart  fire,  till  the  assail- 
ants broke  in,  and  scattered  them  in  all  direc- 
tions. The  hoase  and  every  thing  near  i^  tUf 
cept  the  dwellings  of  the  slaves,  was  levelled 
with  thegroundj  as  a  punishment  for  theshame- 
fiil  and  cowardly  treatment  of  the  flag  tnioe« 

To  keep  the  combined  troops  at  a  distance 
from  the  town  of  Cayennoi  .Victor  Hugues  ra*' 
solved  to  take  post  at  Beauregard  plain,  which 
is  situated  m  an  eminence  commanding  several 
roads  to  the  town.  In  this,  however*  he  waS' 
anticipated  by  the  Portuguese  and  British,  who 
seised  mpon  the  position  on  the  ninth  of  January. 
Lieutenant-oolond  Marques  and  CaptaiA  Yeo 
then  summoned  the  governor  to  give  up  the  co- 
lony.   Dispirited  by  his  past  ill  suceessi  and 
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probably  also  by  his  personal  fears  and  the  de-  chap. 
stniction  of  his  property,  Victor  Hugues,  though  sj!^ 
bb  finte  waa  yet  madi  superior  to  that  of  Ua 
antagonists,  relinquished  every  idea  of  further 
lesistance.   The  articles  of  ca|utulatioii  were  aiw 
ranged  on  the  twelfft,  and  on  the  fcurteeoth  the 
Portuguese  and  British  took  possession  of  the 
place.   In  this  last  act  of  bis  military  eiisteooe, 
Victor  Hugoes  was  as  contemptible  as  he  had 
formerly  been  hateful.    It  was  even  laughable  to 
hear  dm  man,  who  had  delighted  in  spreading 
devastation  all  around  him  with  fire  and  sword, 
and  had  been  the  great  instigator  of  the  ne* 
groea  to  rebeUioii  and  bloodshed,  it  was  laugh- 
able to  hear  him  whining  about  "  the  destruc- 
tive system  of  liberating  die  slaves,  and  burning 
the  plantations  f  and  to  see  him  likewise  cloak- 
ing his  cowardice  under  the  garb  of  humanity 
and  patriotism,  and  protesting  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  surrender  less  by  the  force  which  was 
opposed  to  him,  than  by  the  desire  of  saving 
tiieeokmy  from  total  destmction,  and  preserang 
the  subjects  of  his  august  master."   This  is  the 
last  time  that  there  wilt  be  oocauon  to  advert  to 
tiiis  notorieus  personage,  who  ImmI  long  been  so 
malignantly  active,  and  who,  it  is  obvious,  pre- 
served, to  the  dose  of  bis  public  career,  all  bis 
inherent  baseness. 

This  conquest  was  made  under  many  disad- 
vantages.  From  the  fifteenth  of  December  up 
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to  th»  period  of  the  cefHtulatloiiy  the  leameii  and 

marines  never  slept  in  their  beds,  their  exertioDa 
were  inceseant,  the  weather  waft  hoi^tecoos  and 
rainy,  and  the  roads  were  nearly  impassable. 
Nor  when  the  French  flag  was  struck^  were  the 
^oiU  of  the  conqimors  eiitirely  over.  The  prU 
soners  were  above  a  thousand  in  number,  and  it 
.was  a  task  of  some  difiicuity  to  keep  them  in  saf^ 
custody^  till  a  Portuguese  reinforceroeot  coaM 
be  obtained  from  Paid.  It  was,  however,  ef- 
fectedi  by  putting  them  on  board  the  PortugMoae 
veesds,  and  running  the  Confiappe  on  the  beach, 
between  tliein  and  the  town,  to  act  a$  a  laud  > 
batteiy*  Till  the  arrival  of  the  i^infomments 
from  Para,  which  was  five  weeks,  Captain  Yeo 
and  his  ofhcers  were  compelled  to  sleep  in  their 
ciotheS)  and  completely  armed.  Scaix»ly  one  of 
tji(-  ofiiccrs  or  men  escaped  a  severe  and  lingering 
iUuess.  Captain  Yeo  was  two  months  confined 
to  his  bed,  on  the  verge  of  death,  and  did  not  re- 
cover his  health  but  by  returning  to  £n^iaad. 
As  a  reward  for  his  servicesi  he  was  made  a 
knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Beoto  d'  Avis,  by  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  be  being  the  first  pro- 
testant  by  whom  that  honour  was  ever  received. 

The  capitulation  was  just  signed  wiicn  the 
Topajse  hrigatei  of  forty^four  gions,  iippe^e4  in 
the  offing,  with  sticcours  of  all  kinds  from  Fiance* 

There  were  then  only  twetUy-five  Englishmen 

and  twenty  negimsoii  boerd  Jiia  Cqnfieoce^  md 
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no  other  cheers  than  two  youths  and  lieutenant  chap. 

IX 

Acott;  yet  the  latter  officer  contrived^  bj  his 

skilful  manceuvres  and  his  apparent  readiness  tor 
action,  to  drive  the  enemy's  ship  from  the  coast. 
Ott  quitting  Cayenne,  the  Topace  sailed  to 
Guadaloupe,  and  was  captured,  under  one  of 
llie  batteries  pf  that  iskod,  by  the  Cleopatim 
and  Jason  frigates. 

The  want  of  a  sufficient  force,  or  the  want  of 
vigoar,  bad  hitberlo  pfevented  any  attack  from 
being  made  by  the  British  on  the  two  principal 
West  Indian  islands  of  France.  It  was  now  the 
serentli  year  of  the  war,  and  the  French  flag  was 
still  flying  at  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe.  The 
ministers  at  length  resolved  to  begin  in  earnest 
tbe  work  of  expelling  the  enemy  from  his  western 
colonies.  Martinico  was  chosen  as  the  first  ob- 
ject of  attack.  As  a  prdiminary  to  military 
operations,  a  close  watch  was  kept  aronifd  the 
hiand  by  our  cruizer;^,  to  interrupt  the  arrival  of 
sQceours;  and  in  the  execution  of  this  serviee, 

sharp  encounters  sometimes  took  place  with  the 
batteries  on  shore.  The  most  obstinate  and 
sangumaiy  of  lliese  occurred  on  tbe  11th  and 
12th  of  December,  1807,  when  the  Circe,  Ama- 
ranth and  Stork  sustained  a  loss  of  nearly  seventy 
men,  in  attempting  tb  bring  out  an  eighteen  gun 
brig  and  two  schooners,  laden  with  flour,  g^ns 
and  cartridge-paper,  which  had  been  nm  on  the 
beach  under  the  protection  of  the  batteries^ 
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CHAP,  several  field-pieces,  and  a  large  number  of  troops* 
They  failed  to  carry  off  the  vessels,  but,  after  a 
severe  struggle,  renewed  on  the  second  day,  they 
succeeded  in  burning  one  of  the  schooners,  driv- 
ing the  other  upon  the  rocks,  and  destroying  (Ke 
brig.  It  must  be  owned  that  this  success,  though 
it  did  honour  to  the  courage  and  persevemnce  of 
the  victors,  was  purchased  at  a  price  too  extrava* 
gant  to  be  frequently  paid. 

Tl»  Dece^  prepuatioDs  for  «> « 
of  such  magnitude  as  the  reduction  of  Martinieo 
occupied  a  considerable  time.  By  the  latter 
and  of  January^  however,  they  were  oompleledi 
and  the  army  was  ready  for  embarkation  at 
fiaihadoes*  The  command  of  the  expedition 
was  entrusted  to  Ueutenant-general  fieckwtth. 

The  force  under  his  orders  was  tlie  largest  which 
had,  for  a  long  while,  been  collected  together  in 
the  We^  Indies.  It  was  between  nine  and  ten 
thousand  men.  The  armament  sailed  from  Bar- 
.badoes  on  the  28th  of  January,  and  appeared  off 
Martinieo  on  the  following  day.  Two  opposite 
points  were  fixed  on  for  the  disembarkation,  in 
order  to  divide  the  enemy's  force^  and  distract 
their  attention.  The  first  of  tliese  was  in  Bay 
Robert,  on  the  windward  coast;  the  other  at 
St  Loee,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  iskind,  near 
the  spot  where  Sir  Charles  Grey  landed  in  the 
month  of  Fefaruary,  1794*  The  division  which 
was  intended  to  be  pm  oo -shoKe  in  Bay  Robert 
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consisted  of  between  six  and  seven  thousand 
mm,  led  by  Lieutenant-general  Sir  George  Pre- 
iPO<t;  tbe  dimion  derigned  for  St  Luce  was 
confided  to  Major-general  Alaitland,  and  was 
flomewfaat  mpre  tbao  three  tbousMid  strong. 
These  divisions  were  ta  adimoe  simiiltaneoasly 
towardj^  the  height  of  liruneau  and  Courier, 
where  the  enemy  held  an  entrenched  camp,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  Fort  Desaix,  formerly 
Fort  Bourbon^  the  chief  defence  of  the  colony. 

The  two  disembarkations  ^facted  witfa^ 
out  opposiiion  ;  that  at  St.  Luce  in  the  morning 
of  tbe  thirtielhi  diat  in  Bay  Robert  on  the 
•afternoon  of  the  same  day.  The  colonists 
found  not  to  be  hostile,  and  the  militia  weru  by 
no  means  averse  finom  complying  with  a  proda* 

mation  by  which  the  British  comnianders  recom- 
mended to  them  to  forbear  from  resistance,  and 
-feknm  to  their  homes.  While  the  troops  were 
disembarking  at  St.  Luce,  six  hundred  men  were 
detachedi  under  Major  Henderson,  to  secure  for 
"the  men  of  war  and  transports  a  safe  anchorage 
in  Fort  Royal  bay,  by  taking  possession  of  the 
battery  at  Point  Solomon,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  bay.  Pigeon  Island  was  at  the  same  time 
invested,  and  five  nK>rtars  and  howitzers  were 
opened  upon  it  with  sach  ^bet,  iirom  a  command- 
ing height,  that  the garrison  of  lS6men  capitulated 
on  the  third  of  fisbruary.  The  French,  seemg  the 
British  vesseb  advanelng  into  the  harbouri  set 


HlJilOlii  QJ^  THE 


CHAP,  fire  to  the  AmphitnLt,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  the 
s^v^  wilole  of  their  shipfHOg.  Tiiey  had  previously 
destroyed  the  CarnatioD  brig  at  Cul  de  Sac 
Marin,  and  a  corvette  at  St.  Pierre's.  They  Ifte- 
wise  abandooed  Fort  fiU>yal»  destroying  the  ggoa 
and  magazines,  and  concentrating  all  their  force 
ifk  Tort  Desaix  and  its  innnediate  vicinity. 

The  division  iffhich  landed  in  Bay  Robert 
marched  seven  miicb  liie  bame  night,  through  a 
di&cult  country,  and,  before  day-break  on  the 
thirty-first,  occupied  a'  positioa  on  die  banks  of 
the  Grand  lizard  river.  From  this  place  Lieu- 
tenant-general Prevost  puabed  on  with  a  part  of 
the  army  towards  Monie  Bruneau,  and  at  day- 
light, on  the  iirst  of  February,  he  was  jomed  by 
JBrigsdier-general  HogbUm  with  the  twenty^thind 

regiment  and  the  light  infantry  battahon.  On 
the  first  and  second,  the  heights  of  Bruneau, 
Desforneaqx  and  Sourier  were  vigctoously  attack- 
ed by  Jieutenantr-general  Prevost,  the  honourable 
lieutenant-colonel  Pi^kenham,  and  Brigadier- 
general  Hoghton.  The  contest  was  obstinate  on 
both  days,  but  it  teriumated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  British,  who  caxried  all  the  positions)  and 
compelled  the  French  to  fall  back  to  their  en- 
trenched  camp.  In  the  uigbt  of  the  second,  the 
enemy  ako  abandoned  two  of  tkar  advanced 
redoubts,  with  evideot  mariks  of  disorder.  The 
sttccesB  of  these  two  days  cost  the  victors  be- 
tween four  and  fi^re  hundnd  men  in  Idlled  and 
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wounded.   The  only  officers  slain  were  C&ptain  dUF. 
Taylor  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  Major  Maxwell  v^/^ 
of  tbe  eighth  regimaoti  And  C^pttiin  Sinckir  of 
the  twenty-fiuii.     Tlic  loss  sustained  by  the 
French  was  wnsidejrahlei  though  perhaps  not 
eipal  to  that  of  their  assailants. 

Major-general  Maitland^  meanwliile,  had 
reached  Lainentia»  on  the  road  to  fort  Eoyal; 
and,  on  the  third,  he  effected  his  junction  wiA 
the  first  division.  On  the  eighth  lie  moved  on* 
waidy  and  took  up  a  position  at  Lacoste^  above 

Point  Negro,  and  thus  fornicd  the  investment  of 
Fort  De^aix  on  tbe  western  side.  The  squadron 
was  at  the  same  time  stationed  on  that  side  of  the 
bay,  witii  the  two-fold  view  of  opening  an  early 
comtDunication  with  the  faead^quarters  of  the 
army,  and  likewise  of  putting  readily  on  sliore 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  siege  of  Fort  De* 
saix.   The  towns  of  TVinity  and  St.  Pierre  were 

now  taken  possession  of  by  the  British,  who  were 
also  qaasters  of  ail  the  coast  between  St.  Pierre 
and  Fort  Royal,  the  French  having  abandoned 
and  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  batteries. 

The  defioats  which  they  had  sustained,  on  the 
first  and  second,  decided  the  fate  of  the  enemy 
in  the  field.  All  that  now  remained  for  them 
was  to  protract  as  long  as  possible  the  defme  of 
Fort  Desaix,  in  the  hope,  a  feeble  hope,  that  some 
favourable  circumstance  mig^t  oecor  to  frustrate 
the  design  of  the  besiegers.  They,  perhaps,  placed 
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CHAP,  some  relittloe  upon  the  rains, which  were  incessant, 
s^/^  and  of  course  rendered  the  duties  of  the  besieging 
army  more  than  usually  difficult  and  fatiguing. 
To  concentrate  all  their  military  means,  they 
evacuated  all  the  distant  posts  and  redoubts^  and 
withdrew  the  troops  into  Fort  Desaix.  The 
lower  fort,  denominated  by  the  British  Fort 
Edward,  was  one  of  the  rdinqui^ed  works,  and 
was  entered  by  the  besiegers  on  the  morning 
of  the  eighth. 

Fort  Dem%,  once  called  Fort  Bourbon,  and, 
while  formerly  in  our  possession,  bearing  the 
name  of  Fort  George,  was  situated  upon,  and 
covered  the  summit  of  an  eminence,  above  the 
town  of  Fort  Royal.  It  was  of  an  irregular 
pentagonal  form,  following  the  outline,  of  the 
ground  upon  which  it  stood,  and  was  of  very 
considerable  strength.  Advanced  in  front  of  it, 
at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  yards,  and  com- 
municating with  it  by  a  covered  M^ay,  was  a 
Strong  lunette  or  redoubt,  named  the  fiouiU^ 
redoubt  The  whole  was  defended  by  more 
than  a  hundred  and  twenty  cannon  and  mortars, 
and  a  g^son  of  two  tbouaand  two  hundred 
men,  under  die  commaod  of  the  captain-general^ 
Villaret  Joyeuse. 

Till  die  nineteenth  of  the  month,  dw  army 
was  incessantly  occupied  in  constructing  gun  and 
mortar  batteries,  and  in  landing  and  dragging  to 
their  stations  the  cannooi  moitarsy  howitms, 
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IX 

directed  by  Commodore  Cockbum  and  Captaios  -^^V, 
BwtoD  and  Neshaoni  were  uQoommofdy  active. 
On  themfteraoon  of  the  nineteenth,  six  batteries 
on  the  western  side  being  completed,  a  tremen- 
dous fire  was  opened  on  the  fort,  from  fourteen 
cannon  and  twenty-eight  mortars  and  howitzers. 
One  of  these  batteries  was  fought  entirely  by 
seanien.  While  this  was  fpmg  on,  fbur  hundred 
seasnen  and  marines  were  strenuously  employed 
in  dragpng  artillefy  op  Morhe  Sourier,  and  oAer 
heights  on  the  eastern  side,  where  five  additional 
batteries  were  begun.  This  was  an  exceedingly 
difficult  task,  the  rakis  being  heavy,  the  roads* 

deep,  and  the  ground  rugged  and  precipitous. 
A  part  of  it  was,  however,  accomplished  by  the 
twenty-second,  and  in  four  days  more  all  the 
new  batteries,  six  in  number,  would  have  been 
mdy  to  open  on  the -fort 

For  a  few  hours  the  garrison  kept  up  tlieir 
fire  with  much  spirit;  but  it  gradually  slackened 
till  the  following  morning,  when  it  entirely  ceased, 

except  at  long  intervals.  Such  a  stor[n  of  shot 
and  shells  was  poured  in  upon  thein  that  most 
of  their  guns  were  dismounted,  and  they  were* 
compelled  to  take  shelter  in  the  casemates, 
there  noli  being  a  sin^e  sifot  within  the  works 
that  was  not  ploughed  up  by  die  missiles  from- 
the  British  batteries. 

Perceiving  that  the  other  batteries  were  also 
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GBAF.  naarly  ready  to  open  upob  hiiiiy  M. Villaret  Joyeiue 
sent  out  a  tlag  of  truce,  and  proposed  to  capitu- 
lal^  nn  cooditkm  that  the  garriscui  should  be 
allowed  feo.retutn  to  Fraood,  without  aiiy«^trio> 
tion  as  to  their  future  service.  This  beiug  re- 
fiund^  the  parley  waa  bioken  oS,  and  the  boB»^- 
bardment  was  recommenced ,  and  coritkiued  till, 
the  next  morning,  when  one  of  the  magazines  0I 
the  fort.blew  up,  wilh  a  lemfic.ex|>lo8ion.  Tfaiea: 
flags  of  truce  were  now  hoisted  by  the  governor, 
and  the.  iesult  of  this  was,  that»  m  the.t^enty- 
sistb,  a  ca|»hilBtidD  wa»  eonduded^  by  whiek 
the  French  Iroops  became  prisoners  oi  war,  but 
weie  to  be  sent  to  France  aod  iiniptidialdy  4Xf* 
changied.  -  The  governor  and  his  aide^-de-canip 
\ma^  set  at  liberty  unconditiouaily^  as  a  testimony 
of  feftpect  far  his  charitetsr.  As  if  be  tamwff, 
what  afterwards  took  place,  M.  Villaret  eddean 
voured  to  stipulate  that,  f  ortiDesau^  should  not 
be  denolifllMd;  bat  lUs  aiticlejwas  rejected,  and 
the  fort  ^as  subsequently  destroyed  by.  Uie  Bri- 

coimteiiders.   .  . 

'Thus,  within  twenty-eight  days  firom.  the 
time. when  the  expedition  sailed,  and  in  spite  of 
admse  wtatfaen  ajdd  other  obstafdes,  <the  conquest 

of  Martiiiico  uas  completed  by  the  perseverance 
and'jHaloiir  oC.tbe  miiifary.faid  na3ialior<tes»  wbo^ 
on-tbis  docasMHi,  -aotbd  together  ^trith.ra  ^[itrit  of 
unanimity  and  mutual  succour,  which,  unfortu- 
natdy^  ia  not  always  dilj^ayed  in  conjunct  opera* 
tions. 
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Piwioiisly  to>  the  hil  of  Martiiiuxv  a  aqua- 

dron,  of  three  sail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates, 
had  been  dispatched  from  L'Orieat  to  the  relief 
of  that  iidand.  These  vessels*  however,  arrived 
too  late,  the  military  opcraiiuiis  iiaviiig  been 
pqshed  forward  with  such  spirit  that  the  colony 
was  dready  in  the  possession  of  the  British* 
Their  purpose  beiug  thus  frustratedi  they  took 
shelter  at  the  Saints,  whither  thcfy  were  foUoved 
by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who  hdd  them 
blociiaded  with  a  superior  force. 

The  Sainls  lie  nearly  midway  between  GhuU 
daloupe  and  Alariegalante,  and  consist  of  four 
small  isletSi  and  two.laife  islands,  -the  latter  of 
wUch  bear  the  names  Tecre  dlen  haut,  lind  Tem 
d'en-bos,  or  upper  and  lower  Saint.  The  harbour 
or  raid  i&  belmen  the  gMup  oi  islands*  -On  the 
upper  Saint  were  two  forts,  called  Forte  Na*. 
poieon  and  Morelle,  the  iirst  of  which^  contained 
fourteen  pieces  of  artilleiT-and  five;  morttrs.  Oti^ 

the  diminutive  island  of  Cabrit,  on  the  right  of 
the  port,  was  another  iorW  .mounting  eight.giiiis 
and  two  niortars.*  These  dbrta..welre  heUL.by' 
about  seven  or  eight  hundred  men.  <  ^  > 
By  .driWiog  theiFimchi  from  c  the  SaintSy  the 
double  purpose  would  be.  answered  of  capturing 
or  forcing  to  sea  the  Fjrench  squadron,  and  of 
investing  Groadaloope  more  closely  oa  tibe  east- 
ern side.  Lieutenant-general  Beckwith,  tliere- 
fore,  dispatched  Major^enerai  Maitland,  with 


Kl  HISTOEY  OF  XHS 

CHAP,    between  two  and  three  thousand  men,  to  make 
himself  master  of  those  islands.   The  troops  «f- 

1009.  fected  a  landing  at  Ance  Bois  Joly,  on  ihe  14th 
of  Apnli  with  DO  other  opposition  than  a  fruiUess 
cannonade  from  Fort  Cabrit»  the  guns  of  whieb 
fired  at  random  over  the  ridge  among  the  ship- 
ping. The  enemy  occupied  a  position  on  Moiml 
Rnssel,  which  is  eight  hundred  ftet  in  height^ 
slopes  at  an  angle  uf  hfty  degrees,  and  is  covered 
with  bushes  and  prickly-  pear.  Tiie  rifle  conn 
panies  of  the  third  and  fourth  battalions  of  the 
sixty-ninth  regiment,  under  Captains  Dalling  and 
Lupton,  supported  by  the  flank  companies  of  the 
third  West-India  regiment,  and  a  company  of 
the  Royal  York  Bangers,  led  by  Lieutenant- 
colonei  Campbelly  wm  ordered  to  dislodge  tbemt 
and  this  service  they  accomplished,  in  spite  (tf 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  rei^stance  of 
the  FcMchi:  from  the  summit  they  had  a  viev 
of  the  tots,  the  men-of^-war,  and  the  frigates 
Two  eight-inch  iiowitaers  were  speedily  got  up^ 
awd  the  fire  was  opened  upon  tfa^  vends  at  a  &ir 
distance.  It  was  so  well  directed  that,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  the  three  line  of  battle 
ships  wero'conipelled'  to  push  to  sea;  the  frigates 

had  already  sailed,  at  an  early  period  of  the  day. 
Their  movements  were  made  known  to  the  Bri-* 
tish  fleet  by  the  signals  which  bad  •  prenonslj 
been  agreed  upon. 

As  the  troops  could  not  advanfie  joq  the  west 
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side,  without  being  flanked  by  Fort  Cabrit,  the 
greatest  part  of  them  were  re-embarked,  to  be 
landed  at  Ance  VaDOvre;  on  the  left  side  of 
which  bay  the  French  were  posted  on  strong  and 
commanding  ground.  To  dislodge  them  from 
this  position,  and  protect  the  landing,  the  re> 

mWnder  of  tlie  troops  were  marched  down  ai^^ainst 
them  from  Mount  Russei.  This  movement  was 
eKctoally  performed,  the  enemy  were  driven 
back,  and  the  army  having  advanced  to  a  spot 
whence  shells  could  be  thrown  into  Forts  Cabrit 
and  Napoleon,  a  battery  of  Ax  mortars  was 
speedily  constructed. 

On  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  a  strong  picket 
of  (he  ^emy  was  surprised  by  two  companies  of 
.  the  Royal  York  Rangers,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Starke  and  Lieutenant  White,  and  routed, 
with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounded/ 
The  French  troops  still  occupied  a  ridge,  on  the  " 
back  of  the  town,  between  Forts  Napoleon  and 
Morelle,  and  finom  this  post  General  Maitland 
determined  to  drive  them  into  the  forts.  On 
the  approach  of  the  British  they  withdrew,  but, 
the  next  mornings  having  discovered  the  value  of 
this  position,  they  made  a  vigorous  effort  to 
regain  it.  A  spirited  action  took  placd^  in  which, 
bowser,  though  aided  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
three  forts,  they  were  completely  defeated.  In 
this  contest  the  black  troops  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  discipline  and  valour. 

VOL,  IV.  O 
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GW.  ThebaUenesbeu^i^ytoopen^tbeFra^ 

sj^^  governor,  C^looel  Madier,  sent  out  a  flag  of 
uof.    inice;  aod,  after  a  frjiM^ess  atteinpt  to  obtain 
jbetter  epiiditHMW»  the  gurriaon  suirendcred^  on 
Ihe  eighteenth,  as  prisopers  of  wfur. 

The  situation  tl^e  Saint^  which  gave  tb^ 
eoemy  lihree  opeoingsy  ia  as  isany  differeot  ^ 
rections,  to  escape  through,  made  it  diffieuU  for 
Sir  Alexander  Cocbranfi,  who  had  only  £ve  saii 
of  the  }ine>  to  briog  an  caqyal  farct  agmst  theiv 
on  any  one  point,  or  to  intercept  them  in  their 
flight.  It  was  late  id  the  evening  b^^nre  the 
signals  gave  notice  to  Admintl  Cochrane  jtbai  tbe 
enemy  had  sailed,  and  that  they  were  gone  both 
,(0  windward  a^d  l^^ard,  tb^  li|ie  pf  b&ttle 
ship^  baviog  steered  a  different  cpnm  frop  ^ 
frigates. 

At  the  moment  when  the  three  men  of 
put  to  soa^  the  Pompte,  Captaip  Fabie^ 

watching  the  coast,  and  she  immediately  chased  , 
them.  She  was  joined^  9000  ^fj^r,  by  the  ad- 
miral's ship,  tbe  Nepltmie.  It  was  by  tbis 
so  dark  that,  although  the  enemy  passed  at  no 
great  distance  fropi  the  Neptune^  and  even  iir^ 
into  her,  it  was  impossible  for  Admiral  Cochrane 
to  distinguish  whether  they  were  of  the  line  or 
frigates ;  and  tbis  circuipstafic^  iemb9i:raased  his 
measures,  as,  had  the  Fi^nch  line  of  battle  ships 
remained  behind,  it  would  have  been  dangerous 
to  deprive  the  troops  on  shore  pf  the  support  of 
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strength  w*8  ascertained,  and  they  were  pursued  ^^^^ 
by  tbe  fottp6e,  tke  Neptune,  tlm  lAtfim^  tbo  ^* 
C4itor»  and  the  Etcruit  brig»  lha  cmmtmsxiatioi 

which  last  vessel,  Captain  Napier,  gallantly  kept 
<ilose  to  the  enamy,  and  maintained  ^  eofi%tmi 
imp  in  Ae  hope  <rf  mtavdiDg  their  •peod  by 

damaging  their  masts  and  rigging. 

Tim  fihuao  /coniiiiued  fnm  the  4ii§bt  .9i  th* 

laomiag  of  tte  MmvuiMQth^ 

The  Neptune,  being  a  sluggish  i?ailer,  was  left 

htiUmA  m  km  than  tw/M^rAiur  iiiim.  A(  im9 
aM«tir»  «n  tito  «pi?mg  of  tim  BVf^iimA,  MH 

of  the  French  ships  separated  from  their  consort, 
«Ad>  fmi&md  bgr  lha  dat IsoofSy  gol  off  imdii^ 
wmni.     kogtfa,  alnmt  fealf  pwt'tlnia^  s^feir 

*  le^u^s  from  Cape  Eoxo,  in  tliti  island  oi  Pu^rio 
A«  Cvlof  oiw  «p  with  lha  D'iJwrijmlc 
of  «f«eiily>-fiMir  giiQs,  aiA  begaa  iiJMirt 

ad«.    In  ftbgut  half  au  hour  Uie  Pomp^e  joined, 

CQMiBiKid  Ibr  on  hobr  wad  rn  qmrtm-  B^ng  ^ 
Ufit  m&dy  reduced  lo  a  wreisk  in  hpr  rigging  and 
mm^  aatiwly  Jiii>naiiagiw|hl(^  and  hanriog  te- 
Ifra^Bf  i^iy  «nA  imMf  meimtfi  «oaiMM>  the 
P'HftDtf^t  hanled  down  her  colours.  The 
.teM)«rf>lllil  FmofAn  ratf  ^wlie  IdUad  and  4blfily 

1/  Th«  frigatee,  nihjiilb  !wef a.  hoth  laden  wi|h 
iaur*  snoaaedal  in  leaoblng'B^Ufre,  in  Gufi- 
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CHAF/  daloupe,  notirMistaiidiiig  the  Intrepid  made  every 

exertion  to  cut  off  their  retreat.    One  of  them, 
however^  at  a  subsequent  period,  fell  into  the 
btads  <tf  die  British.  This  ^  Le  Furieus^^  a 
frigate  of  the  largest  class,  being  pierced  for  forty- 
M^t  gynsy  but  carrying  only  twenty  at  the  time 
ef  her  eaptnre*    She  sealed  horn  Guadaloupe 
for  France,  in  the  month  of  June,  partly  laden 
with  coffee  and  sugar.   Though  she  had  oot  her 
Ml  eomplenieBtof  guns,  she  was  amply  provided 
with  other  means  of  defence,  having  on  board  a 
proportion  of  oftoen^  two  hundred  raen»  and 
ferty  soldiers  at  smell  arms,  besides  a  detadi- 
ment  of  the  sixty-sixth  regiment  of  the  line.  On 
Ibe  fifth  of  Jidy,  just  ae  La  Furieuse  was  takitif 
posiesrieii  of  an  Eogliih  merchantman,  she  was 
descried  by  Captain  Mouncey,  in  the  Bonne  ' 
Citofeone  sloops  Notwithetuidiag  her  siqperior 
fbeand strength,  Captsin  Mornic^  did  not  hesi*' 
tale  to  offer  battle,  which,  however^  La  Furieuse 
dedined  to  accept  •  Aftsr  a  chase  of  ^{^MH 
hours,  he  cwme  up  with  her,  and  a  de&perele 
action  began,  which  continued  for  six  hours  an4 
fifty  mmules/  His^panlrdV'hdiig  at  last  aeaifljr 
expended,  Caplain  Mooacey  was  preparing  to 
board  with  all  hands,  when  the  French  officer 
hailed  to  leU  him  that  he  had  stnick  hb  oeloan. 
La  Furieuse,  at  the  time  of  her  surrender,  was 
reduced  almost  to  a  wreck,  her  masts  were  on  the 
point  of  fallingi  she  had  five  feet  watsr  in  her 
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hM,  wfaidi      mpidly  €oimuin§,  and  no  kn  chap. 

than  seventy-one  of  her  crew  were  slain  or  wound-  >^k^ 
ed.  The  Bonne  Citoyeone  was  m  a  shattered 
stated  but  her  loss  was  only  one  killed  and  &m 
wounded,  a  circumstance  which  can  alone  be 
accounted  for  by  the  lowness  of  her  huU,  and 
her  benig  so  doee  to  tiie  enemy's  g^ii8»  that 
their  fire  went  over  her  without  producing  any 
cflisct. 

In  St  Domiogo  the  French  aim  hiU  the  city 

of  Santo  Domingo^  the  capital  of  the  Spanish  part 
of  the  islaod«  The  Spaniards,  however,  had 
hepi  them  invealed,  dm^  with  a  wy  inafllU 
cicDt  kind  of  blockade,  since  the  autumn  of  the 
preceding  year.  Varioas  actions  had  taicen 
place  between  the  two  partiea,  with  wkvaa Jiie- 
cess;  hut  it  did  not  appear  that  the  besi^ers 
were  strong  enou^i  witfaobt  assiatByacey  to  cooa- 
pel  the  French  to  surrender  the  ehy.  *  The 
British  navy  noaintained  a  watchful  guard  to 
peeveot  the  enemy  from  receivii^  snocom bnt^ 
as  diis  was  found  not  to  be  a  suffieient  dd  to  the 
Spaniards,  it  was  resolved  to  join  them  with  a 
military  feroe.  Idemenant-genera^  Caraichael 
was  aoeordingly  dispatched  from  JaoMdeay  witb 
about  fourteen  hundred  troops,  and  on  the  SSth 
of  June  he  landed  at  Sahnqm,  about  Air^  miles 
from  8hM  Dondngo.  *  Some  of  AesUp'a  guns 
were  also-pnt  on  shoiCi  to  serve  as  a  battering 
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IX. 


Having  recooDoiUred  the  fortifications,  the 
Briibb  geneiil  coocmed  it  to  be  pmctieable  to 
eerry  tiwin  by  storiri ;  a  stsp  which  hedcAsmiined 
to  take,  as  being  likely  to  occasion  less  loss  to  his 
tmy  then  it  miiet  inevilalily  suffer  temenrfyiiig 
on  the  operationi  of  a  siege  during  the  rainy  sea* 
son.  The  French,  however,  were  now  so  muob 
reduced  by  tte  strtatnesB  of  the  blockedei  and  so 
dispirited  by  the  presence  of  the  British,  IhM 
they  began  to  think  of  capitulating^  The  hrst 
co&feteiiees  were  bnHieD  off,  in  conseqiMtice  cf 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  allies  being  refused  by 
the  garrison ;  and  every  thing  was,  there£i>re,  got 
IB  reasbnesa  for  the  assault  by  the  firitisb  generaii 
but,  on  further  consideration,  the  governor  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  hazard  a  contest^  which 
mi^t  be  iiatal  to  his  troops,  and  Hm  result  of 
which,  even  should  it  prove  favourable  to  him, 
conld  not  enable  him  to  protract  his  resiataooa 
fer  a  much  longer  period.  The  capitulation  wai 
accordingly  signed,  on  tiie  sixth  of  July,  and  the 
French  troops^  to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred 
MBt  laid  down  their  arm  as  prisdnetv  of  war. 

This  event  closed  the  military  but  not  the 
nava^  proceedings  of  the  year.  Fraught  as  to/ 
naval  tfpMls  me  with  igsllant  dted%t  thcff<  A>.nol 
recoid  a  deed  9m»  ffikut  than  that  which  is 
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now  to  be  related.   On  tbe  morning  of  the  19th 

of  Deceiiiber,  Captain  Shortland,  in  the  Junon 
of  forty-four  gans,  and  two  hundred  men,  ML  in, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  windward  of ^ 
Guadaloupe,  with  four  sail,  which  showed  Spa- 
nish colours,  fllnd  answered  all  tbe  Spanish  privEte 
signals  so  correetfy,  that  the  captain  of  the  Junon 
stood  towards  them,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
sbtne  information  respecting  a  French  resstA,  of 
which  he  was  then  in  quest   They  were,  how- 
ever, La  Renomm^e,  of  forty-eight  guns  and 
three  hundred  men,  commanded  by  M.  Roqne- 
bert,  La  Clorinde,  of  the  same  force,  and  La 
Seine  and  La  Loire^  of  equal  size,  but  carrying 
orily  twenty  gkins  esNsh,  they  having  been  fitted 
up  for  the  conveyance  of  four  hundred  soldiers, 
with  military  stores  and  provisions,  for  the  supply 
of  Gruadaloupe. 

It  was  not  till  Captain  Shortland  Was  williin 
pistol-shot,  that  he  suspected  them  to  be  enemies, 
flttid  gave  orders  to  put  the  ship  about.  At  that 
instant  they  hoisted  French  colours,  and  poured 
in  a  broadside,  which  killed  the  man  at  the  helm. 
Hie  death  df  this  man  deprived  the  British  of 
the  power  of  retreating : — for  his  successor,  mis- 
understanding the  directions  which  were  giv^  to 
him,  took  a^  wrong  course,  so  that  the  JatKm»  iiW 

stead  of  running  between  the  two  headmost 
frigates,  sheered  on  board  one  of  them,  and  was 
immediately  chMl  by  M  dtber»  oA  Ae  opperitei 
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CHAP,  side*  La  Seiae  then  pasjied  her  bowsprit  over 
^ w  the  Juiion*s  starboard  quarter,  and  La  Loire  did 

1809.  same  on  the  larboai  d.    She  was  thus  com- 

pLetely  hemmed  in  by  her  oppooeats. 

NotwitbstandiDg  the  immense  disparity  of 
strength,  Captain  Shorlland  resolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  couragCi  and  at  all  events  to 
sell  the  JunoQ  as  dearly  as  possible.  From  the 
great  number  of  soldiers  in  the  French  ships, 
^  they  were  enabled  to  keep  up  a  destructive  fire 
of  smalLarmSy  in  addition  to  that  of  their  artiU 

Icry.  This  was  so  galling,  that  the  British  cap- 
tain called  up  the  boarders  and  marines,  with  an 
intention  of  boarding  the  enemy ;  but  the  latter, 

being  aware  of  his  purpose,  directed  a  general 
volley  of  g;rape  and  musketry  among  themi  which 
killed  lieutenant  Graeme  their  leader,  and  so 
many  of  the  men  that  it  was  no  longer  possible 
to  endeavour  to  act  on  the  oiensive.  The  French 
Bonr,  in  thdr  turn,  made  several  efforts  to  board, 
but  were  as  often  beaten  back ;  many  of  them 
falling  by  the  pike  of  Captain  Shortland,  as  they 
were  on  the  point  of  entering  the  ship.  He  had 
already  received  several  wounds,  and  he  was  at 
lei^glh  thrown  senselesson  the  deckbyalang^idge- 
shot,  so  that  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieu- 
^ant  Deckar.  No  less  brave  than  his  fallen 
superior,  the  lieutenant  persevered  in  the  opntes^ 
and  several  times  repulsed  the  enemy,  till  he  - 
him&eif  being  thrown  down,  by  a  splinter,  and 
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not  a  man  Mng  left  upon  the  deck*  the  French  chap. 

IX. 

nuihed  in,  and  die  Juoon  became  thdr  prise. 
This  uoequai  conflict  was  sustained  by  the  Bri- 
tish for  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Tbrir  lost  ia 
killed  and  wounded  was  ninety  men.  Among 
those  who  died  was  their  intrepid  cs^ptain^  who, 
oevered  with  wound*,  no  part  of  him  except  his 
head  remaining  unhurt,  expired  on  the  SI st  of 
January,  1810,  after  having  suffered  six  weelcs 
of  cxcmeiatiQg  pain. 

The  Jnnon  was  reduced  so  entirely  to  a 
wreci^,  that  the  enemy  were  under  the  necessity 
of.  burning  hery  on  the  morning  subsequent  to 
die  capture.  Her  colours  had  been  shot  away 
during  the  engagement,  and  at  the  time  she  was 
oonsuming  the  £ng^sh  pendant  was  still  flying 
at  her  mast-head. 

The  stubborn  resistance  of  the  Junon  was 
fiUal  to  a  part  of  the  victorious  squadron.  Tl;ie 
Observatenr,  a  small  sloop,  which  was  ki  com* 
pany  with  the  Junon  when  they  fell  in  with  tlie 
French,  escaped  unpursued,  because,  according 
to  the  confesrion  of  the  enemy,  "  they  could  not 
spare  a  lirigate  to  follow  her,"  She  reached  Fort 
lUq^l  bay  on  the  sixteenth,  and  made  known  to 
Admiral  Cochrane  the  arrival  of  the  hostile 
ships.  The  most  strenuous  exertions  were  in- 
stantly made^  to  proceed  in  search  of  the 
enemy.  The  search  was,  in  part,  successful. 
AjGler.  the  qaptvre  of  the,  Junoq,  the  captors 
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GRAP.  separaiedy  and  two  6f  them,  La  Loii^  and  La' 

v^,-^  Seine,  arrived  olJ  the  coast  of  Guadaloupe,  on 
the  ISth  of  Deeember,  just  in  time  to  be  seen  bj 
a  small  squadron,  under  Captain  fialiard,  #faieb 

had  been  sent  forward  by  Admiral  Cochrane, 

while  the  rest  of  the  ship^  were  coileetiog.  Cut 
oiff  from  every  other  retraak^  ^  two  RiMdlr 

V        frigates  ran  into  Ance  la  Barque,  a  few  miles  to 
*^      the  north-west  of  Basseterre*   There^  however, 
they  thought  themselves  seoirre,  uadet  the  pro- 
tection ot  several  batteries,  by  which  the  shore 
was  lined. 

The  Bftonde,  the  ThfMiis,  Cygnet,  Ringdove 
and  Hazard,  now  bore  down  upon  the  enemy, 
who  were  moored  with  then*  broadside*  to  the 
entrance  of  the  bay,  a&d  boiy  in  landing  thd' 
troops  with  which  they  were  crowded.  The 
bnmt  of  the  battle  ma  Satotain^  by  the  Blonde 
and  the  Thetis.  In  the  mean  while,  the  boats  of 
tlie  squadron,  led  by  Captain  Cameron  of  the 
Hazard,  were  ordered  to  attack  the  batteries* 
One  of  tile  frigates  was  speedUy  <fismasted,  and, 
soon  after,  the  sailors  deserted  them  both,  and 
set  them  on  fire.  Captain  Cameroft,  ni  tb6  mean' 
time  had  aoade  good  Us  landing,  notwilhsttmding 
a  strenuous  resistance  from  bis  numerous  oppo- 
nents. He  then  stormed  the  whole  of  the  bat- 
.  teries,  and  Hkm  silenced  the  heavy  cannonade 
which,  in  addition  to  a  hot  fire  of  musketry,  they 

wete  Mee|ritig  tip  against  tbe  firitbb  i^oadrbii. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


WAR  IN  THE  WSST  mDlBS. 


UnfortunateUs  however.  thiB  brhve  officer  wi«  bImii  chap. 

IX. 

by  a  swivel  shot,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  s^vi^ 
IukI  ^rompleted  his  oooqoeat  The  frigatet  were 
ootisiiiiMid  with  all  their  lireigbt  of  Atom  oad  fto- 
visions,  the  French  having  been  able  to  siive 
nodysg  but  the  dolbes  which  (hey  wore,  the 
batlariea  were  entirdy  deoiolisliedy  aiid  the  ma* 
gazines  were  blown  up.  Before  the  close  of  the 
aedobi  Admiral  Cochrane  came  up^  but  the  li^t 
and  baffling  winds  prevented  hit  ship  fMb  g^ng 
witliin  gun-shot  till  the  business  of  the  day  waa 
efiectually  done. 

During  this  month,  the  Britbh  eroizers  were 
no.  less  fortunate  than  vigilant  in  harassing  the 
eotaij)  and  preventing  succour  frcim  beii%  thrown 
imo  the  colony  of  6uada)oape«  On  the  15th, 
the  day  on  which  the  Junon  was  taken,  a.di&cult 
aannce  was  g^iantly  perCmrmed  by  a  party  cem- 
siatiDg  of  the  marines  and  seventy-five  seamett  of 
tiie  Thetis,  Pultusk,  Achates  and  Bacchus,  headed 
by  Captain  Elliot  of  the  Pultusk.  The  Nisus 
eorvette>  wluch  had  brought  a  supply  of  provi- 
aioQs  irom  France^  was  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 
the  Hayes;  wlier^  however,  the  Britirii  werfe 

resolved  that  she  should  not  long  remain.  As 
the  readiest  means  of  obtaining  possession  of  her, 
ibBf  detormioad  to  land,  and  carry  the  batteries 

by  which  she  was  protected.  To  approacii  those 
batteries  the  assailants  had  to  pass,  Without  a 
gmibf  cyvtir-a  ^mp  hill,      through  diick  And 
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CHAP.  tiwckleM  woods*  AtiugtiV^yiievartiietesSy'they 
v«^v*^  reached  the  foi%  which  was  garrisoned  by  three 
hundred  men,  and  they  instantly  assaulted  it  with 
such  xesolutiony  tha^  after  a  brief  oonteat^  Jhe 
Fimch  took  flight.  The  guns  were  now  turned 
against  the  corvette^  upon  which  she  hauled  down  * 
hercoloar$»  Fteviously  to  their  quitlbg  the  shore, 
the  victors  demolished  the  battery,  set  fire  to 
the  buildings  spiked  the  cannon,  and  threw  over 
the  cliff  the  gun-carriagea  amnuiniticMiy  so  as 
to  leave  the  port  without  any  means  of  affording 
shelter^  or  resisting  an  attack. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  Melampiis  cap- 
tured La  Bcarnais  corvette  of  sixteen  guns,  with 
a  cargo  of  flour  and  warlike  stores  for  Guada- 
loupe ;  and,  on  die  seventeeatfa.  La  Papilkm,  of 

the  same  force,  and  with  the  same  kind  of  lading, 
was  taken  by  the  Eosamond.  These  captura^ 
by  which  the  resources  of  die  enemy  were  con- 
siderably diminished,  were  the  closing  events  of 
the  year. 

Theie  was  now  only  one  Uow  which  could 

be  struck  at  France  in  this  quarter  of  the  world, 
Guadaloupe  was  the  sole  transatlantic  possession 
which  she  yet  retained,  and  that  she  was  deatiaed 
to  lose  in  the  campaign  of  1810.  The  force  to 
which  the.  reduction  of  Guadaloupe  was  cooi* 
mitlied  coasistad  of  six  thousand  men.  Il  was 
formed  into  two  divisions  and  a  reserve,  the  divi- 
sions led  by  Miyor^-generai  Uislop  and  Brigadier* 
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general  Htrcotirty  the  reserve  by  BrigBdier-gene*  chap. 
ral  Wale,  the  whole  being  under  the  orders  of  w^v^ 
LieQteiiant-geiieral  Beckwitb.   Three  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  commanded  by  General  Er- 
nouf,  composed  the  force  by  which  Guadaloupe 
was  to  he  defended  against  the  firituh  army. 

The  troops  were  begun  to  be  collected  early 
in  January  from  the  several  islands,  and  all  the 
ennuigements  bdng  completed  by  the  twenty- 
Beeond  of  the  months  the  general  and  admiral 
saUed  from  Martinico,  for  the  appointed  place 
of  rendezvous,  in  Prince  Rupert's  bay,  Domi* 
idea,  where,  on  ^tmt  arrival,  they  had  the  satis- 
Ihctbn  to  find  that  the  whole  <^  the  armament 
irfts  ssfely  assemUed.  The  second  di^ion  was 
then  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Saints,  to  prepare  . 
for  disembarking  near  Basseterre,  while  the  first 
^vision  and  tibe  reserve  steered  their  coorM  to 
the  north-east  quarter  of  that  part  of  Guadaloupe 
which  bears  the  name  of  Cabesterre. 

The  first  divimn  and  the  reserve  were  landed, 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  near  the 
village  of  St  Mary  s,  without  any  opposition. 
The  division  moved  ibrward  to  the  town  of  Ga^ 
besterre  and  Grand  Riviere,  on  the  same  evening, 
the  reserve  remaining  behind  till  the  next,  mom- 
ioi^  to  cover  die  landing  of  provisions  and  stores. 
In  order  to  draw  off  the  attention  of  the  enemy, 
the  second  division  was  directed  to  make  a  feint 
of  disembarking  at  Trois  Rivieres.  This  was 
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desk^  effect ;  the  enemy  ab»n)oDing  seveml  ef 
tbeir  po^itioa^  in  tbe  feajr  pf  tbeir  r£tri^(  be^Dg 

cut  off.  Having  a0coiiipli«l)ed  ^  mv'M,  Ite 

sbips  with  the  second  division  coatimied  ^mf 
route  U>  tt^e  western  side  pf  iaoii* 

^  ^  tmopp  ^bottt  thw  ii69giw  to  Aff  iiMfa  of 

Sasseterre. 

As  tlie  divi3ioo9  ^v^^Ked,  jtbe  Frepgb 

s^ong  ppsitions,  without  venturing  tp  offer  i^y 
r^^i^ce.  The  pojsts  of  P^il^iiste,  1ivi;»rgi?iy 

hftnds  of  the  invaders  hy  i\\e  second  of  Fet)rMafy? 

jfer  persons'  and  property  j  a  request  >vhich  was 
gmf^  ky  the  British  adipir^,        ^ehpfe  19 

habiUnls  of  the  town.  The  whole  district  'crf 
Qm^  Tm§  M^m  the  tot  bei^.  i^l  de- 
ftpcMwi,  urery  mail  Hiat  Creiieri4  finip|i£ 

ipiister  having  beeu  drawn  together,  to  sw^^iji  hijs 

'    Hwined  in»  «t  the  e^ffemUy  Pf  Mwi 

between  the  sea  a^d  i.i)e  Jiri^sl^  a^my,  Ernpuf 

strong,  and  which  he  ^^^d. strengthened  by  all  the 
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of  MittXNibfiy  and  every  aeeessible  point  of  h}s 
line  covert  by  ftbbf^Us  fuid  ^tocks^l^  redoubiu. 
In  148  fro»t  w«9  •  nw»  4ie  pfiW9  pf 

^^cioedingly  difficult  in  itself,  was  reqdered  mucb 
more  9O9  by     detachtueat  of  troops,  statipoi^ 

tlie  river  and  the  he^hts,  was  bi^by  ^nd  full  of 
nigg^  rop^  mi  of  course  bi|^y  MRkvftiir^le 

It  wa#  on  the  third  of  February  that  the 

gNierals  Hislop  and  Harcourt  w^e  charged  wHb 
)t^opN9||tipp^4  00  T)ie  pmcipaUlta^ 

^^P^P^'^^^^^Hp       ,  tp  ^^ppl^  ^^JP  Jijf^  f  P^  tiiP 

ienemyi  the  task  of  turning  wbicb  wi^  j^ntrjusted 

IP  jBiigadier-generd  Wale,  irirti.  tbpiTWrye-  Q» 
4ip  ug^t  |hp  tritiab  AlUy  mmM^  ^mg 

back  the  French,  and  establishing  themselves  in 

p4yfippp,pf  w^mAf  ,  J)^:Piov& 

MdoaoB'  inopQiiieitB'  an       left  -mto  attiBdid 

with  still  more  decisive  success.  The  passage 
pf  thp  rivpr  y/9»  i^lla^  lOT^r  >  hmfS 
fts?  pf  maVetry.  Thp  pc^P^in  prpcemipd  j^PiPPt 
a  hundred  y^irds  through  the  biKhy  and  rocky 
^iipcp.a<(4^  fppt  #f  tbe  1)41,  imm)  M»PP  4#  front 
i3omppma8  l^ppfoiched  pff  iiiip  three  priipup^  «r|uiib 
rapidly  ascende4  the  heights ;  (he  los^mg  coiq- 
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CHAP,   ibiloived  the  van,  firing  upon  the  enemy  (Mm 
their  flanks.  Near  the  summit  of  the  height  the 

igio.  ascent  became  more  difficulti  and  here  five  hun«> 
dred  of  the  French  {xxifed  down  upon  them  a 
destructive  volley.  The  van,  nevertheless,  led  by 
Major  Henderson,  resolutely  pursued  its  course, 
and  did  not  return  a  single  shot  till  It  was  wHhiti 
twenty-five  yards  of  the  foe.  It  then  closed  with 
the  French,  and  was  speedBy  supported  by  the 
rest  of  the  regiment.  The  toult  was'  Hie  total 
rout  of  this  wing  of  the  enemy,  which  was  driven 
at  the  pofait  of  the  bayonet  from  all'  its  stockaded 
redoubts  and' otifer  defences.  In  less  than  half 
an  hour  after  the  British  had  passed  the  riveri 
OeamX  Emouf  found  that  U$  left  ta^ 
;  turned,  the  liei^ts:  were  occupied,  and  hfe  fibst^ 
lately  formidable,  was  now  become  one  of  extreme 

* 

periL  Our  loss  was  four  officers  kiUed,^ttdtiboat 

eighty  men  slain  or  wounded.  That  of  die  van- 
quished was  considerably  ^eater. 

The  situation  of  General  EhKmf  Was  indeed 
become  so  critical,  that  he  lost  no  time  in  hoist- 
ing flags  of  truce,  in  all  the  works  which  he  still 
reliined.   The  advance  of  the  British  was,  of 

course^  suspended,  and  a  pause  took  place  at  the 
batteries,  the  fire  of  which  was  just  on  the  point 
of  being  opened.  The  capitulation' was^  sig^ 
on  the  fifth,  the  French  marching  out  with  tnili'^ 
tary  honours^  and  becoming  prisoners  of  war. 
£i(^t  days  sufficed  for  'tte  reduction  of  Qnadib- 
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hape,  in  the  accomplisyDg  of  which  our  total  chap. 
loss  was  Dot  more  than  fifty  slain,  and  two  faun*  >^v^ 
dred  and  fifty  wounded. 

*    The  GapitiilatioD  by  which  Ouadaloupe  was 

given  to  the  British,  included  also  the  French 
part  of  the  island  of  St.  Martin's.  A  small  squa- 
imOf  with  a  diviuon  of  trob|>s»  uiider  Brigadier* 
general  Haicourt,  was  dispatched  to  take  pos- 
session of  tills  part,  and  to  reduce  that  which 
was  held  by  the  Dtttch»  shoaid  the.  temerity  of 

the  governor  render  it  necessary  to  resort  to  arms. 
Thia  was  completed  by  the  I6th  of  February, 
without  the  British  having  been  competled  to 
adopt  compulsory  measures.  The  governor  at 
first  accepted  the  terms  which  had  been  granted 
to  Guadaloope  but,  iofltienced  by  some  strange 
caprice,  he  subsequently  retracted  his  consent, 
aod  chose  rather  to  surrender  tiie  colony,  with» 
out  any  terms,  to  &e  discretion  of  the  con- 
querors. 

The  last  hostile-flag  whkh  waved  in  the 
western  hemisphere  was  sthick  on  the  9fid  of 
February,  when  the  two  small  Dutch  islands  of 
$!•  Eustatia  and  Saba  were  given  up  to  a  Bri- 
tish detachment  From  that  period,  till  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  in  IS  14,  the  war  as  far  as  re- 
garded this  quarter  of  the  globe,  could  no  longer 
be  said  to  exist  The  saperveding  contest  with 
America  did  not  affect  the  colonies  other  than 
in  «  commeMial  and  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

VOU IV.  p 
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CHAP.  Gigintip  struggles  wer^  still  to  be  made  in  £u* 
s«>vw  rope,  fleas  of  blood  were  yet  to  be  sb^  in  tbat 

devoted  region,  and  terrible  alternations  of  hope 
and  tear,  of  victory  and  deleaJty  vrere  to  be  ex- 
perienced tbere  by  tbe  cont^ding  parties ;  but 
the  tianicis  of  war  were  extinct  in  the  western 
colonies^  which  after  eighteen  years  of  almost 
incessant  hostility,  at  length  enjoyed  tbB  bjli98»ing 
of  being  ug  iong^  the  ti^^^tre  of  t^ilit^ry  opierar 
tions. 

Ope  transient  exception  to  thU  did  indeed 

occur.  On  the  return  of  Napoleon  fi  oni  Elba^ 
in  the  colony  of  Guadaloupe  desier^  the 
p^rty  of  thia  Boqrbons,  and  ranged  itself  oa  the 
side  of  the  reiosta^ted  emperor.  Five  thousand 
British  troops^  commanded  by  Sic  John  X^eith^ 
were,  however,  landed  in  Guadaloupe,  on  the 
tenth  of  August,  a^nd  tlie  colony  was  once  more 
r^uced  to  sahQUwioni  after  a.  brief  and  f^^bii^ 
resistance  from  tbe  French  forcOy  under  Cqpiii^ 
de  Linois  and  Baroin  Buyer. 

The  cessions  which  £ogland  obtained  in  the 
western  hemisphere  at  the  close  of  this  war,  were 
superior  U>  those  which  she  acquired  at  tiie  treaty 
of  Amiens.  From  France  she  i^ived  Tobago 
and  St.  Lucia ;  from  Holland  the  rising  colonies 
Dop^erara,  Ess^wbo  and  Qerbiyce*   It  would 

qoU  however,  be  comet  to  estimate  ^ber  j^wM^ilV 

the  mere  extent  of  her  colonial  acquisitions.  The 

slri^l^  iq      ijQAtaac^  was  not.  for  a  doubtful 
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right,  an  idle  punctilio,  a  bairen  scrap  of  tmi-  chap. 
tory ;  it  was  for  honour,  and  even  for  existence. 
In  the  attainment  of  her  object,  it  cannot  be  de-  ****** 
nicd  that  England  was  eminently  soccessfiiL  She 
long  supported  the  war  single-handed  against 
accumulated  enemies;  she  at  length  rallied  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  around  her;  she  raised 
her  military  renown  to  the  highest  pitch ;  and 
she  not  barely  came  victorious  out  of  the  contlict, 
but  she  likewise  heat  down,  dethroned^  and  placed 
in  bondage,  her  potent  adversary,  planted  her 
standards  once  more  on  the  towers  of  Paris,  and 
finally  dictated  at  the  point  of  the  sword  the 

terms  of  the  treaty  which  she  granted  to  her  van- 
quished rival*  The  price  at  which  this  triumph 
has  been  bought,  excessive  as  it  undoubtedly  is, 
and  severely  as  the  privations  and  miseries  pro- 
duced by  it  are  felt,  it  would  be  useless  to  lament. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  lengthened  period  of 
peace,  a  wise  and  nursing  care  of  those  resources 
which  may  be  found  in  the  spirit,  industry,  and 
talent  of  the  people,  and  a  rigid  eoonomy  on  the  . 
part  of  the  government,  will  enable  the  country 
to  recover  from  that  state  of  languor  into  which 
it  has  ftllen,  and  which^  in  empires  as  in  indi- 
viduals, is  the  certain  consequence  of  efforts 
unnaturally  violent,  and  too  protracted  in  their 
duration. 


Digitizea  by  Google 


4 


Dtgitized  by  Google 


BB8CRIPTION 

BRITISH  COLONIES. 


I 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


DESCBIPnOK 

BillTIiSH  COLONIES, 

wans  wnuB  ommo  bt  mm.  ii>wABi>t»  om  havs  ubh  csdo 

TO  TOIS  COVMTSY  UNCI  HIS  DldAtB. 

■ 

AngaUlOf  ike  Bi^anm,  Barbuda^  the  Bermudas,  De* 
merara,  Essequibo  and  BerUce,  HMuras,  SU 

Lucia,  Tobago,  Tn/udad* 

Ik  bis  debcfiplioD  of  the  Britifti  poasearions  in 

die  West  Indies,  sueh  as  they  were  at  the  period 
when  be  wnoley  seme  of  the  minor  colonies  were 
omitted  by  Mr.  'Edmrda^  m  ecbsequence  of  the 
sokuty  portion  oi  inioriualioa  w  inch  he  was  able 
to  obteifi  on  the  eobjeot  i  and  others  shared  the 
same  fate,  because  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
tb^  iKer§  of  su&cient  magnitude  and  ralae  to 
bcudciMfyiiigiof  ettentioRk  .Sinoe  the  ptthUcatimi 
of  Ms  work,  the  tivo  ireetiei,  wbicb  closed  tlie 
war3  narrated  in  the  preceding  pages,  have  like* 
!«ie^  idadci  lal^e  additioDs  to  .the  British  cokNBal 
dominions,  Thitf^cUfe{»ter»  tbereftut,  wiU  be^- 
voted  to  giving  a  succinct  account  of  the  colonies 
which  were  left  undeacsribed  by  Mr«  Edwards,- 
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and  also  of  those,  still  more  valuable,  which  this 

country  has  acquiretJ  by  cession  from  her  recent 
enemies.  As  these  fractions  of  terhtory  lie 
widely  scattered,  on  the  continent,  and  in  the 
islands,  they  will  be  brought  before  the  reader, 
not  arrangsd  according  to  any  artificial  classifica- 
tion, which  would  be  of  no  utility  whatever,  but 
merely  in  their  alphabetical  order.  First,  then, 
in  place,  though  nearly  the  last  in  importance,  is 
the  little  island  of 

or  Snake  Islaudj  so  named  from  its  tortuous 
form.  This  island,  which  is  separated  from  that 
of  St*  Martin's  by  a  narrow  channel,  is  siloated 
about  fifteen  leagues  to  the  north-west  of  St. 
Christopher's,. between  the  ISth  and  IS^th  de- 
grees-of  north  latitude,  end  the  6fid  and-SM 
degriees  of  west  loogitude.  Its  length  is  from 
nine  to  ten  leagjues,  and  its  greakat  breadth  not 
more  than  three.  . 

The  soil  is  entirely  chaik,  and  there  are  nei- 
ther mountains  nor  riveia.''  The  clinalB  ia  ea- 
tnamely  healthy,  and  the  peqple  are  consequently 
strong  and  vigorous.  In  the  centre  of  the  island 
is  a  salt  .lake,  rtbe  salt  produced  from  which  is 
exported  to  the  New  Eofjimi  states.  On  the 
coast  arc  only  two  harbours^  and  even  they  are 
not  aoeessible  10  laife  vessels. 
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:  A&guilk  was  settled  by  the  English  in  Ae 

year  1650.  The  productiowb  i  aised  by  the  first 
8fittlir8  were  cottoo>  loiilet  seed,  aod  potatoes. 
In  process  of  time,  and  by  dint  of  labour,  the 
inhabitants  succeeded  in  introducing  the  sugjar- 
caaey  which  is  still  cultivated,  but  not  to  any 
great  extent.  Their  chief  profit  arises  from  the 
rearing  of  cattle  and  the  raising  of  Indian  corn, 
but  particularly  the  foruier.  In  the  year  1787} 
Angoilla  employed  two  vessels,  and  its  exports, 
among  which  was  £,130  cwt.  of  sugar,  amounted 
in  value  to  13,000  pounds. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  smd  to  be  about 
two  hundred  freemen,  and  hve  iiundred  slaves. 
The  island  has,  however,  an  wtmmUy  of  its  own, 
and  even  a  chiefs  who  is  always  chosen  by  the 
islanders^  though  he  is  conlirmqd  in  his  office  by 
die  governor  of  Antigua.  The  colonists  sore  ani- 
mated by  a  spirit  of  independence,  which  would 
prompt  them  to  yield  with  reluctance  to  any  au- 
thority which  was  not  derived  from  tlmnselves; 

Diminutive  as  it  is,  Anguilla  has  not  entirely 
eacaped  the  scourge  ot  war.  At  an  early  period 
it  was  occasionally  annoyed  by  the  trsinsient  in- 
cursions of  the  French ;  but,  in  1746,  they  made 
a  more  serious  attack  upon  it.  They  landed  six 
hundrad  nm,  bnt  the  Anguillans,  though  tb^ 

could  not  at  that  period  muster  more  thcin  a  Iiun- 
dred men  in  arms,  resisted  the  invaders  with  such 
determined  bmvery,  that  they  ditw  a*  hundred 
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and  fifty  of  them,  and  compelled  the  rest  to  a 
hasty  lelreat.  From  that  time  till  1796  An- 
ffluiila  remaiiied  aamolestad.   The  MMiilt  of  tlw 

brutal  enterprise  which  Victor  lius^ues  then  un- 
dertook agaiosl  it,  has  aheady  been  aarrated,  ia 

tlia  sixth  chapter  of  liie  HMtoiy  of  the  War. 

>  • 

TH£  BAHAMAS. 

The  chain  of  isiaods  which  bears  the  name  of 
the  iiahamasi  or  Lucayas,  is  of  vast  extent.  It 
stretches^  in  a  diagonal  direction^. firooi'  off  the 

nortliei  n  side  of  St.  Domingo,  in  latitude  tvvcnty- 
one  and  a  half»  to  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  ia 
laikHde  twetfitj^seven  and  a  halfy  and  k  coa*^ 

posed  of  almost  innumerable  rocks,  islets,  called 
Iceys^  and  isiands,  of  which  not  oKMie  than,  twelva 
or  fourtaen  are  inhabited*  iln'  tbe  nturna  last 
made  to  the  government,  the  settled  islands^ 
wUch  are  heie  arranged  accoiding  to  tkets^affA* 
tudb. of  their  popolMion,  are  Btatfld'to  be;  New 
Providence,  Turk's  islands,  Eleuthera,  Exuma 
and  its  keys.  Harbour  Island  and  keya  a^ftM^ent^ 
OBoafaed  Ishad,  Long  IsSaod,  St.  Stdtadbr,  the 
Caioos,  Waiting's  Island,  Rum  Key,  aftd  Hene<^ 
ngasL,  ^86me  of  the  largest  of  the  fiahaixlia,  as 
theGf^.Babania'aDd'LiMiaya,  retnain  nMoal 
inhabitants.  The  island  of  St.  Salvador,  or  as 
it  was  called  by  the  Indians^'  Goanatiam,  is  re- 
markable as  being  the  first  land  that  ms  fallen 
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in  witbby  Columbos,  on  his  memorable  voyage. 
It  wlas  on  the  eleventh  of  October,  1492,  that  he 
ciine  in  iMght  of  what  he  might  consider  «8  the 
advanced  post  of  the  new  world. 
^ '  When  the  Bahamas  were  disicovered,  titief 
Were  peopled  by  t  nmnerous,  mild  iknd  happy 
race  of  Indians.  No  long  time,  however,  elap- 
sed before  this  harmless  race  was  entirely  de- 
ittroyed.    By  the'  basest  arts,  the  Spaniards 

seduced  great  numbers  of  them  to  Hispaniola, 
where  they  employed  some  of  them  to  work  the 
nii&e^  while  they  HaH  tiie  rest  of  illcteii  -MbUt 
south,  to  act  as  divers  in  the  pearl  fishery  bf 
Cumana.  Others  w&e  wrested  from  their  count- 
tty  by  force.  No Ih^m  forty  fhonsaiidf 
thus  devoted  to  dc»th.  All  that  now  remains  to 
tell  that  this  ui^rtunate  people  once  existod,  is 
ths 'reomrd  'of  hfetory,  and  soMie 'df  ttMfr  «t(»ri^ 
hatehets  and  domestic  utensils,  which  are  oc^ 
casieiiaUy founds  i,     .  >  m.:  i 

'  IVom  tints'  period  (iH  tthmH  the  year*  109, 
the  islands  Were  entirely  devoid  of  inhabitants. 
NtNur  Providene^'  was  Am  settled  by  the 
^ish,  who  hdd  it  till- 1641,  when  they  were 
attacked  and  expelled  by  the  Spaniards;  who, 
howerav  no  attempt  to  settle  there  thein> 
slsfniss.  Th^  contented  diemseires  with  bunikig 
the  habitations,  driving  out  thesettlenu%nd  niur- 
dmig  the  goverhor^  willi  drmnstanees  of  -die 
mmmmm  cmAtj.  It  was  agiin  re-eoionMd 
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by  the  Britiahi  in  1666»  and  contmued  in  their 

hands  till  1703,  when  a  formidable  combined 
iorce  of  French  and  Spani^ds  ejected  a  Uodk^ 
carried  off  the  negroes,  destroyed  Naasaii,  .and 

drove  into  the  woods  the  Inhabitants,  the  most  of 
whom,  on  the  invaders  having  departed,  retir^ 
to  Carolina.  Those  who  stayed  bdiiiid  were 
rendered  desperate  by  their  recent  sufferings  and 
losses,  it  now  became  a  reodesvotis  for.pirateSy 
who  were  sppn  notorious  and  dreaded  for.  dieir 
desperate  spirit,  and  wiio  committed  such  depre- 
dations in  the  West  Indian  seas,  thatgoveniBMnt 
at  length  determined  to  suppress  them,  and  to 
resettle  the  colony.  Captain  Woodes  Rogers, 
weU  known  as  a  sidlful  and  intrepid  dficer,  who 
had  drcumnavigatf^  the  globe,  was' accordingly 
appointed  governor,  in  1718;  and  by  his  exer- 
tions, and  those  of.the  navy,  the  object  ultU 
mately  accomplished,  soma  of  the  pirates  being 
slain,  and  the  rest  reduced  to  obedience.  Shoitly 
after  this,  settlements  begin  to  be  formed  on 
some' of 'the  other  islands.  In  the  year  *]740, 
Mr.  Bruce  was  sent  out,  as  ei^neer^  tp  fcurtify 
the  town  and  harbour' of  Nassau: '  ' 

The  Bahamas  remamed  quiet  till  the  com* 
Jliencement  of  the  American  war.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  March  1776,  Comaodora  HopUns,  wilh 
-a.  small  squadron  from  Philadelphia,  took  pos- 
session of  New  Providence,  but  immediately 
abandoned  it,  carrying  off  with  him  tbe^gomvior. 
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The  island  was  agaia  reduced,  in  17S1»  by  h 

stronger  enemy.  The  invading  force  this  time 
consisted  of  1500  Spaniards  under  Don  Galvez. 
The  whole  of  the  Bahamas  weie  included  in  this 
d^itulation. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1783,  it  was  stipu^ 
lated  that  these  islands  should  be  once  more 
restored  to  the  British  crown.  Before  the  treaty 
was  signed  they  had,  howev^,  ceased  to  be  under 
sul^ection  to  the  enemy.  The  enterprise  by 
which  they  were  recovered  has  a  character  of 
romantic  daring,  that  entitles  it  to  particular  no- 
tice. It  was  carried  into  execution  by  Colonel 
Deveaux,  an  officer  of  South  (  arohna,  barely 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  had  greatiy  distin- 
guished himsdf  by  his  seal,  activity  and  courage 
in  the  royal  cause.  The  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  discontinue  the  contest  on  the 
North  American  continent,  having  deprived  Co- 
lonel  Deveaux  of  all  further  opportunity  to  dis- 
play his  talents  in  his  native  countryi  he  sought 
the  means  of  making  himself  usefiil  against  our 
foreign  enemies.  He  first  planned  an  expedition 
against  Pensacola;  but  this  he  was  induced,  pro- 
bably by  the  scantiness  of  his  means,  to  relin^ 
quish;  and  he  then  resolved  to  attempt  the 
recapture  of  New  Providence,  which  was  garri- 
aoned  by  nearly  seven  hundred  Spanish  troops. 
To  procure  resources  for  this  attempt  he  devoted 
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tbeMmaiii&of  bis  broken  feitoiiey  tnd  aU  tfaatbis 
evedit  would  enable  him  to  raise. 

With  bis  utmost  exertions  he  was  able  to  get 
tog^er  no  more  than  8xty<4ve  vohmleens^'  with 
whom  he  embarked  In  two  small  brigantines,  and 
sailed  for  Harbour  lsiaaci»  where  and  at  Eieuthe- 

bs  obtained  &few  tecniks»  principally  negrote* 
His  whole  strength,  however,  never  exceeded  two 
hundred  and  twenty  mm,  of  whom  only  a  hun- 
deed  end  fifty  were  provided  with  motkela.  With 
this  diminutive  force  he  landed,  on  the  night  of 
the  14th  of  May,  to  the  east  of  Fort  Montague, 
irfaicb  guards  the  enlcance'of  tiie  hailKHir*  Eof* 
tunately,  the  garrison  was  in  such  a  state  of 
&ocied  security,  that,  when  he  reached  the  ram- 
parts at  the  head  of  hia  party,  only  :a  abgle 
centinel  was  awake.  Having  secured  this  man, 
who  jeiaed  a  lighted  match  and  endeavoured  to 
blow  up  the  fort,  Goloeri  Deveami  speedily  made 
huuself  master  of  it,  together  with  three  iaige 

armed  gsiiiea<« 

Die  colonel  now  took  up  a  position  on  a 
ridge  opposite  to  the  works  which  covered  the 
teape,  and  heonected  battedes  on  two'commaaiir 
iiig!bille.  ikait  was  of  thegBeatBstlmporta^delo 
beep  enemy  ignorant  of  his  numbers,  he  ha4 
imorse  to  woas  aitifieas  to  eieei  tins  dea^^ 
object  Boats  were  eonlinaally  rowed  from  lbs 
vessels,  filled  with  men,  who  pretended  to  land, 
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then  ooDcealed  tbemaelYeSy  weot  tack^  wail,  re- 
turned  in  the  name  manner.  Even  men  of  stntw'  ' 
were  dressed  out  aod  dUposed  upon  tlie  heights, 
and  some  of  the  troops  were  painted  and  hahitad 
as  Indians,  to  excite  the  terrors  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  town  was  aext  perempturiiy  suitunoo^d,  and^ 
as  the  governor  hesitated,  the  meawge  was  se* 
conded  by  a  vdley  of  shot  from  the  hatteriai» 
which  sooa  brought  him  to  a  decision.  He  ca- 
pitnlatedy  on  condition  that  the  gavriaon  ahould 
be  sent  to  the  Havannah,  a  condition  which  was 
willingly  granted.  When  the  Spaniards  marched 
OiDti  they  could  not  forbear  from  expressing  the 
surprise  and  shame  which  they  felt^  as  they  sur- 
veyed the  scanty  numbers  apd  the  grotesque  and 
ill  provided  appearance  of  the  motley  band  to 
which  they  had  laid  down  their  arms. 

The  close  of  the  American  war  brought  a 
large  addition  oi  papiiiatioB  to  the  Rahamaii, 

Many  of  the  unfortuncite  royalists,  who  were 
compeUed  to  abaodon  their  couatry,  transferred 
the  remains  of  their  property  to  thoee  isUmds. 
Since  thai  period  the  number  of  the  people,  and 
the  cttltivatioa  ot  the  land,  have. progressively 
increased.  To  encourage  commerce^  Nassau 
was,  under  certain  regulations,  declared  a  free 
port  in  the  year  17S7»  and  in  the  year  179^  this 
'  privilege  was  made  perpetoal.  By  the  last  ie» 
turns,  taken  in  1810,  it  appears  that  the  total 
number  of.  inhabitants  in  the  Bahamas  was 


884  BiiSCBJFTION  OF 

16»71S»  of  whom  nearly  ooe-iourth  were  whiLes> 
and  the  rest  free  people  of  colour  and  slavesy 

the  proportion  of  slaves  being  about  eleven  out 
of  aeveoteen  parts. 

from  the  wide  extent  which  the  Bahamas 
occupy,  it  might  be  supposed  that  a  considerable 
difference  would  be  found  in  their  geological  struc- 
ture. This,  however,  is  not  the  case.  They 
rise,"  says  Mr.  M'Kinnen,  who  is  the  latest  and 
fullest  writer  on  the  subject,  ^'  almost  perpendi- 
cularly from  an  immense  depth  of  water,  and 
seem  to  have  been  formed,  li  external  appear- 
anoes  may  be  trusted,  from  an  accumulation  of 
shells  or  small  calcareous  grains  of  sand.  The 
laud  generally  seems  low,  and  its  surface  and 
6g/m  throu|^M)ut  the  islands  is  very-nearly  the 
same.   At  the  utmost  depths  to  which  the  in- 
habitants have  penetrated,  nothing  has  been 
fimnd  but  calcareous  rock,  and  sometimes  an  in- 
termixture of  shells.    At  a  small  distance  from 
the  shores  a  reef  of  rocks  in  many  of  the  islands 
is  observed  to  follow  the  direction  of  the  land, 
and  form  the  houiidai  v  of  llic  sounf  linsjjs  :  without 
this  rampart  the  ocean  is  often  immediately  un- 
&thomable;  within  it,  the  bottom  is  either  of  a 
beautiful  white  sand,  or  checkered  witii  heads  (as 
they  are  termed)  of  rocks  covered  with  sea  weed."" 
The  calcareous  rode  is  covered  by  a  light  soil, 
which  ib  frequently  but  of  small  depth.  The 
dimate  is  healthy.   Of  rivers  and  streams  there 
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me  nonei  but  water  is  earily  obtained  by  dig^png 

wells. 

CottOQy  salty  mahogany,  dying  woodsi  turde, 
wad  varicKissortsof  fruity  are  the  cblef  exportable 
produce  of  these  islands.  The  cotton,  which  is. 
one  o{  the  phucipai  lu-tides  ot  export,  yields 
largely,  but  tbe  etopB  are  fieqaently  destroyed 
by  those  destructive  insects  the  chenille  and  the 
red  bug,  the  latter  of  which  stains  the  cotton  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  of  little  or  no  value. 
Salt  may  be  procuied  ia  several  of  the  islands.  It 
is»  however,  from  the  small  group  called  tbeTurk's 
Islands  that  nearly  the  whole  of  it  is  obtained. 
They  are  annually  visited  by  the  saltp>rakers^  to 
the  number  of  between  one  and  two  thousand, 
wbo  begin  their  operations  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary. The  maritime  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Bahamas  also  derive  considerable  profit 
from  ,  following  the  business  of  wreckers,  wiueh 
con«8ts  in  giving  assistance  to  those  who  are 
wrecked,  or  in  danger  of  being  so,  upon  the 
almost  endless  rocks  and  shoals  by  which  Aese 
idands  are  surrounded.  This  occupation  em- 
l^oys  an  amazing  number  of  vessels;  no  less 
than  forty  sail  having  been  watching  at  one  time 
off  the  Florida  shore. 

The  town  of  Nassau,  in  New  Providence^  is 
die  centre  of  trade,  and  the  seat  of  government. 
The  harbour  is  nearly  land-locked,  and  the  body 
of  the  town  stands  on  the  southern  side  of  it,  and 
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eKteads  ov«r  a  pretty  alBep  acdifity,  to  the  som- 

mit  of  a  ridge,  the  west  of  which  is  crowned  liy 
a  fortress  of  coosiderable  stxengthy  and  the  bar- 
racks for  the  troops.  Nassau  is  divided  ialo 
two  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a  church  and  a 
rector.  The  ministers  of  both  parishes  are  libe- 
rally provided  for.  The  appearance  of  theplaee 

is  hvely,  the  streets  are  regularly  laid  out^  and  the 
public  buildings  are  respectable.   The  streets  in 
some  parts  are  ranarki^  fiir  thrir  smoothness, 
the  pavement,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  being  the 
surface  of  the  solid  rock.   Stone  was  fonseriy 
brought  from  the  Bermudas^  ht  die  oonstruetion 
of  the  houses,  but  this  trouble  is  now  avoided,  it 
being  found  that  the  ^tone  on  the  spot  is  proper 
ibr  every  arehilactnrBl  porpoes.  An  agrtcuhnral 
society  was,  some  years  ago,  established  here, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  legidature,  and  it  has 
pursued  its  inquiries  with  a  laudable  seal.  Tlie 
principal  trade  of  Nassau  is  carried  on  with  Eng- 
land|  the  southern  islaods  in  the  West  Indi^s^ 
and  die  Amcriean  Stales.  The  commerckd  pnfs- 
perity  of  the  town,  and^  indeed  of  all  the  colony, 
has  of  late  years  rapidtty  iacrsased*  In  the  Ba- 
hamas there  are  fear  regular  ports  of  entry,  whicli 
are  at  Nassau,  at  Great  Exuma,  at  the  Caicos, 
and  at  the  Turk's  Islands.  In  the  year  1810,  the 
imports  were    108,000,  and  the  exports  were 
little  short  of  half  a  million. 

Like  the  constitutiOD  of  all  the  West  Indtan 
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colonies,  Ae  eoiulitutioii  of  the  Bahama  is 

closely  mod  el  led  on  that  of  the  parent  country, 
Tim  principal  executive  authority  is  in  the  go- 
vernor, who  k  also  iiomniiiDder4n-chief  of  the 
militia,  and  has  the  power  of  summoning  and 
dissolving.the  legislative  body*  and  of  putting  a 
negative  on  its  prooeedingik  He  likewisoy  in  his 
judicial  capacity,  presides  in  the  court  of  chan- 
eecy  and  the  conrt  of  errors.  His  annual  income* 
iBcfaidiiig  colonial  perquisites,  such  as  Kocnsason 
vessels,  and  a  salvage  on  wrecked  property*  is 
somowhat  less  tiiao  Ihrea  thousand  .pounds. 

FtlUng  in  a  manner  the  situation  <3i  the  British 
Peers  is  the  Council,  which  is  composed  of  twelve 
memhersi  They  are  appointed  by  the  orown* 
and,  when  a  vacancy  happens,  it  is  usually  filled 
up  at  the  recommendaUon  of  ibe  gpyernor. 

•  The  House  of  Assembly*  or  Oommons*  con* 
sbts  of  members  returned  by  the  several  iskuids. 
The  number  is  between  twenty  and  thirty.  To 
become  a  representative*  it  is  neoessacy  that  this 
candidate  should  possess  two  hundred  acres  of 
cultivated  land,  or  property,  to  the  value  of  two 
Hmsand  pounds  amiacy^  The  electors  are 
all  free  white  persons,  who  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  and  have  resided  twelve 
montfao  withia  .the  goiremment* .  for.  six  of  which 
months  they  must  have  been  householders  or 
fi^eeholders,  or,  in  de^Built  of  that*  must  have 
pud  duties  to  the  amount  of  fifty  pounds.  From 
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two  m  tium  mcnl  mnanoesi  fnrtiddaiiy  frgit 

a  case  of  privilege,  In  which  the  governor  was 
to  have  exceeded  his  powers,  it  appears 
that  this  assmUy  is  neither  deficient  in  know- 
ledge to  understand  its  own  rights,  nor  in  vigqur 
to  assert  them  when  encroached  upon* 

Besides  the  oourts  of  chancery  and  enor 
there  are  other  courts.  The  principal  of  these 
is  the  supreme  court,  which  holds  its  sessions  in 
terms  of  three  weeks*  The  terms  are  fixed  at 

stated  periods  in  the  months  of  January,  April 
and  July.   It  exercises  the  combined  powers 
the  courts  of  common  law  at  Westminslery  and 
its  practice  is  modelled  on  that  of  the  King's 
Bench*   When  the  value  of  the  property  in  dis- 
pute exceeds  three  hnndred  pounds,  the  sentence 
may  be  revised  by  the  court  of  errors,  aild  when 
it  passes  five  hundred,  the  cause  may  be  canied 
before  the  king  in  cooncil.  The  salary  of  the 
chief  justice  is  ^500  firom  the  crown ;  and  he 
likewise  recciw  a  colonial  comp^osation  of  as 
much  in  currency,  and  about  ^400  from  the 
perquisites  of  office.  The  two  subordinate  judges 
bave  each  an  annual  stipend  of  d900  finora,  the 
crown*  and  £^50  fims  the  colomal  government 
The  whole  remuneration  of  the  attorney  genml 
is  about  ^500.  There  is  an  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas,  held  every  three  months  at  Nas- 
sau, which  decides  on  suits  under  twenty  pounds; 
but  whose  decision  may  be  appealed  from  to  the 
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fSpcridt  tdbmndi  At  Nasttia  there  is  iho  a 
idee  admiralty  court, 

Tiiat  the  inbabitants  of  the  fiahamas  have 
fkme  of  that  attednneiit  to  the  natal  soil,  which 

15  SO  Strong  in  the  people  of  most  other  countries, 
may  be  gatibered  from  a  report  which  was  drawn 
Bp  at  the  dose  of  1815,  by  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly.  "  The  colonial  attachments 
of  the  Bahamas,*  <ay  the  committee^  are  almost 
fMiiriy  political ;  having  little  or  no  connection 
either  with  any  partial  prejudices  in  favour  of 
the  Mill  or  any  solid  or  immoveable  local  interest 
Tkt  mhalritants,  for  instance,  possess  no  expen- 
Mve  sugar-works,  or  other  manufactories.  In  the 
town  of  Nassau  alone  are  to  be  found  buildings 
of  any  value.  From  the  necessity  which  the 
l^anters  ^  under  of  frequently  shifting  their 
residenco  tttm  one  tract  to  another,  even  thmr 
dwelling-houses  are  but  negro-huts  upon  a  larger 
scale;  composed  of  the  same  materials,  and  built 
and  finished,  and  sometimes  even  finnished  by 
the  hands  of  the  same  rude  artists.  Should, 
therefore,  his  politicai  attachments  ever  become 
Sbdten,  the  planter  might  remove,  with  as  light  a 
heart,  and  as  little  personal  inconvenience,  to  a 
foreign  island^  as  to  one  within  the  limits  of  the 
same  ^vermnenf  •  Nor^  from  the  singular  intri- 
cacy of  the  navigation  of  these  numerous  islimds, 
and  circumjacent  banks  and  kqrs,  would  it  be  an 
easy  task  to  intercept  him  on  liis  retreat:^* 
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BARBUDA. 

•  This  island  is  situated  between  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  diogreea  of  oorth  lAtilud^  ^nd  the 
sixty-first  and  second  degrees  of  west  longitude, 
about  twelve  leagues  north  of  Antigua.  It  is 
twenty  miles  in  leog^  and  ten  in  breadth^  an4 
the  inhabitants  are  somewhat  more  than  fifteg:! 
huniic^  ift  ^uflaber.  The  coast  is  danf^erous,  but 
there  is  a  good  road  Igr  shipping.  The  iotimuf 
h  level,  and  the  soil  ;  so  much  50,  that  the 
chief  or  only  trade  of  the  cokmists  oon^t^  m  ^ 
sale  of  cattle,  swine,.  bimes»  nuilep,;.eiN»f  and 
other  provisions,  to  the  neighbouring  islands. 
Turtle  are  to  be  £o,ua4  th^  shor^,*  aqd  tb^ 
wooda  eontam  deer,  and  several  i^ind9  of  gaine.  , 

The  air  is  of  such  purity  that  invalids  lioiu  other 
parts  of  the  West  Indies  i|sed  Iq  re^rt  hi(her> 
for  the  purpose  of  reeovering  then*  health.  Bar- 
buda  was  iiist  settled  by  a  party  of  colonists  from 
St.  Christpph^r's,  led  by  $ir  Thomaa  Wi^W* 
The  sctders,  howevi^r,  were  so  greatly  haiffiaad^ 
by  the  Charaibs  of  Dominica,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  desert  the  cplopy.  Put  tkn  stfengjik 
of  the  savages  being  ere  loi^  nuieh  din^iniahed, 
the  English  once  more  returned,  aod  ren}ained, 
tbefipefof th,  withQiH; mplest^tiovu  )vhole.of 
the  ialand  is  the  property  of  the  Codrington 
family,  to  whom  it  is  md  tp  pi;odUfie  ap  W^mk 

income  of  five  thousand  pounds* 
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THE  BERMUDAS. 

.  The  Bermudas,  oc  ISomwers'  Island  'StfM^ 
still  tiextfiormoolbeft'*  of  our  great  dniHtttiBt^Are 

situated  betweeri  the  thirty-iirstaiid  thirty-second 

d^igm  sd  9Q^.t|k..l«ttiMte,:  and  itie.ftUl3r<^foui(h 
«94  sixtj  fiAJi  degr^  of.  ^nit^  longitude.  Their 
first  name,  pjronounced  Bqrm.Qoilas  by  the 
habitentii  they  derive  from  their  asaerted  ojiiglnal 
diieoferer,  John  BenB^de^^'S  Spandard,  who 
touched  upon  tiiem,  in  15^S»  a^d  (ou^^i  theopi 
dealitate  af,  iohahifaQtij)  tMr  aeoood.  iNlilm 
uoed  appellation  they  tai^  fro^  Sir  George  Som* 
mers,  who  was  wrecked, gpoo  thQin  lA  \§9Si  and 

i«ide  hia  t  TOj  bei)k  to  yj0«bia,>  a  oe^ 

oofM^tmcled  by  his  men,  which  did  not  oontai&  a 
^gie  Qupce  of  iroHi  except  oue  bolt  la  tbe 
towei^,  disputed  that  Bermudea  tb^ 

earliest  visitant,  that  honour  being  claimed  for 
J!ytoy»  ^  £ngiishiDao»  who  wa^  certainly,  ,wx^k^ 

QiitlMiu  UeaiidbkcompeldQiu»bi|iU:ilvwel9' 

and  returned  to  England,  where  they  published 
an  account  of  their  adventure.  The  clv^^b^ 
uikni^  ia  said  to  beitmr  btindred  io:nmberii  the 
far  largest  portioa  of  which,  however,  are  nodiing 
more  than  unuibahitaUe  rocks.  This  i^hole  of 
tbe  inhabitable  {xurt  cootaina  little  mice  tluMn 

twelve  thousand  acres.  The  form  of  this  group 
tt  that  of  a  crook,  the  bend  being  formed  by  the 
vest  end  of  St«  G;eorge's  lalaodt  epi  the 'intends 
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of  Sonveraety  Gates  and  Irdand.   All  the  north-  ;  f 

era  side  is  singularly  indented  witJi  bays  and 
80ua^ ;  tha  southern  sid^  which  pros^nts  a  con- 
vexity to  tfaa<K:ean,  is,  on  the  contrary,  very  lit^ 
broken^  and  the  coast  is  so  bold  that,  in  many 
places,  the  largest  sUpS'Omy  stan^  in  close  to  the 
shore.  The  nearest  lanid  is  Cape  Hatteras,  In 
Caroiina^  which  is  distant  about  two  hundred 
lesgnes* 

'  The  Bermudas  were  settled  shortly  after  the 
shipwreck  of  Sir  George  Somniers.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Viigniia,  which  ookmy  was  then  excead'* 
ingly  distressed  by  famine,  he  gave  such  an  ac- 
count of  the  abundance  of  large  black  hogs,  and 
other  arddes  of  provisiony  th^t  ought  he  obtained 
in  the  Bermudas,  that  Lord  Delaware,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  colony,  dispatched  him  back,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  supply.  Sir  George  died 
on  his  arrival  in  the  Bermudas,  and,  though  he 
charged  them  to  carry  his  orders  into  e£»BCt,  the 
orew  of  his  vessel,  Ihe 'Same  "Yessel  that  was  built 
after  the  shipwreck,  cliose  rather  to  proceed  to 
England,  than  to  revisit  Virginia.  Two  sailors 
had  remained  behmd  sinc^e'the  time  of  Ifae  wreck, 
and  they  were  now  joined  by  another,  who  came 
over  with  Sir  George  Sommers  on  his  second 
voyage,  and  who  altewed  his  oen^Muuons  to  de- 
par  t  without  him.  Though  there  were  only 
three.men  left  on  the  island,  two  4if  them,  one  of 
whom  -was  the  new  coiner^  quamUed  far  the 
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9  lOvtreigDty  of  it,  and  would  hem  dastroyedvcach 
other,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  their 
wiser  comrade.  After  tl^r  reconciliation,  thej 
feuDd,  in  -one  of  their  rambles  along  the  shore,  a 
piece  of  ambergris,  which  weighed  eighty  pounds ; 
aod^  as  this  treasure  was  of  no  use  to  them  m 
thar  present  situation,  they  formed  the  wild 
schetne  of  sailing  in  an  open  boat  to  Virginia  or 
Newfoundland)  in  order  to  dispose  of  it 

In  the  meanwhile,  however,  die  Vh'gmia 
cotnpany,  who  had  received  a  favourable  report 
of  ibe  iskuids,  laid  claim  to  them  as  first  dift- 
comers,  and  sold  thrir  right  to  a  hundred  and* 
twenty  persons,  who,  in  1612,  obtained  a  charter 
ftom  King  JameSi  imd,  fitting  out  a  sUpi  dis^ 
patched  Mr.  Moor  with  sixty  settlers.  Mr.  Moor 
found  the  three  sailors  preparing  to  depart  with 
their  priae,  which  he  seised  and  sold,  for  the  he- 
nefit  'of  the  company.  The  new  adventurers 
settled  upon  St.  George  s  Island^  and  Moor  was 
indefotifidite  m  planting  and  forti^^ing  the  t»lony. 
A-  seeond  band  of  settlers,  with  supplies,  arrived* 
in  the  course  oi  the  same  year,  and  the  town  at 
St.  George  y/m  then  planned  oat.  The  Spani> 
ards  were  soon  jealous  of  this  infoat  eatahlish* 
menty  and  came,  with  several  vessels  to  attack  it, 
bill'  hahg  vigorously'  fired  at  by  the  forts»  thqf 
sheered  off;  a  fortunate  circumstance,  as  the 
colonists  scai^y  in  possession  of  a  single 
baml  of  iioMer. .  Another  enemy  was  not  so- 


easQy conquered  9b  the  Spaniaid^  These  were,  » 

rats,  which  had  come  on  shore  from  the  British 
ships,  and  which  muiupUed  to  ft^ch.  a  d^ree  that 
they  covered  the  groandy  made  nests  even  in  the 

trees,  devoured  all  the  fruit  and  corn  on  St. 
Gorge's  Islandi  bofh  within  and  without  dpgr«» 
and  then  swam  over  to  the  Deighbouriog  islands, 
where  they  com  mi  tied  the  same  ravages.  This 
annoyance  lasted  five  yev ^  and  at  length  sudr 
daily  c<;ased« 

Mr.  Moor  was  succeeded  in  the  governnient 
hy  Captftin  Jtn^ker,  whQ  followed  up  with  sfatit 
til  his  pnsdeceasoi^s  sdiiames  of  improvement,  and 
particularly  encouraged  the  cultivation  of  tobacco. 
BmI.  most,  remajrkftble.  oireuwstancc^.  which 
happened  during  his  .  government,  arose  Amn  Us 
hei^g  so  rigid  a  disciplinarian,  that  five  c^Jub 
01^  resolved  to.  tmard  .tfarir  tivts. rather  tiian 
retp^iq  under  bis  controul.  In  pucsuatee  of  iMs 
r.^utiQa  tbey.l^uilt  a  boai^j  which  wasiittle  bet- 
<9M  nm  <slorqd  it  wilb  ileees8aries» 
and  putting  to  seal,  reached  Cork  in  .Iielaod  in 
fprly^^^day^,  no^v^^it^standing  they  encountered 
sttms*  «i0Bred  sevpre  burdships,  and  wma  bcu^ 
t^ly  plundered  by  a  French  privateer^  r  ' 
.  Gaptoin  Butler  succeeded  Captain  Tucker  in 
1^19.,  'Xitip ssba^  bad  by  thist time  guMd toeh 
a  reputation  in  England  for  beauty,  richness  and 
aalu^ty,  .tibat  the  planting,  of  them  was  highly 
anoomngsd.;  inany  ti  tbe  first  nofailtty  baMog 
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puijeb^sed  ptaoUticnia,    Wath  Captub  Botler 

went  no  less  than  five  hundred  persons  to  join 
the  settlers.    The  number  of  white  inhabitants 
was  by  this  means  swelled  to  a  thoiuaiid*  Hu 
therto  the  island  had  been  ruled  by  the  governor 
and  council  alone ;  but  it  was  thus  become  $Q  po- 
pulous that  Captain  Botler  deemed  it  expedient 
to  introduce  a  House  of  Assembly,  and  to  t  rauie  a 
body  of,  liaw»  according  to  the  EogUth  mod&  By 
^  the  colonists  a  roonunieDt  was  now  erectad  to  die, 
nieiiiory  of  Sir  George  Soiumers.  The  prosperity 
the  Bermudas  continued  oo  tbe  iaaeasa  tot 
maqy  year^»  The  civil  wars  did  not  a  fitlle  coih 
tribute  to  thib  prosperity,  as  many  persons  'pf 
0)p^le(M:e  and  fimracrifar  tix^k  shelto  beie^  from 
tbe  distra^ctions  of  their  native  country*  Among 
those  who  visited  the  Bermudas  was  the  poet 
Waller,  who,  in  ^  d^gsnt  poem,  baa  depioted 
their  beauties  with  vivid  colours.  At  that  period 
there  are  said^to  have  been  three  thousand  Eng- 
lish residii^ig  in  the  colony,  jsnd  tins  total  mraber/ 
of  wbiles  has  been  estimated,  perhaps  Ivith  con- 
siderable exaggeration,  at  no  fewer  than  ten 
tiuMis^d* 

From  that  time  there  is  nothing  in  the  seen  ty 

h^tory  of  the  B^mudas  which  claims  our  notice* 
Tt)e  learned  end  benevolent  3ishop  Berkeley  pn>> 
j^f^  the  foundation  of  a  college  in  the  colony, 
for  the  .purpose  of  teaching  and  civihzing  the 
Indian  si^vages  of  the  continent,  but  tbe  sdieme 
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was  not  earried  into  efiect*  The  populalidB 

certainly  declined,  for  it  does  not  now  much  ei« 
oeedfour  thousand  whites.  In  the  American  war^ 
nymerous  privateers  were  fitted  out  here,  wMeh 
were  chiefly  manned  by  negro  slaves ;  and  so 
attached  were  those  slaves  to  their  masters^  tfaa^ 
when  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  they  always 
returned  as  soon  as  they  could  procure  the  means. 
Towards  the  dose  of  the  war»  Greneral  Washing- 
ton meditated  the  conquest  of  Bermuda,  for  the 
purpose,  as  it  was  emphatically  explained,  of 
makmg  it  a  nest  of  horoets^  for  the  annoyance  of 
the  British  trade  in  that  part  of  the  world.**  That, 
in  hostile  hands,  it  might  easily  be  made  so,  there 
oan  be  no  doubt,  as  it  lies  conveniently  in  the 
track  to  the  West  Indian  islands.  In  the  late 
war  with  France,  the  Bermudas  were  the  usUal 
winter  station  for  our  naval  force  in  the  American 
seas,  and  thoufrh  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  is 
extremely  narrow,  yet  seventy-four  gun  ships 
weDe  carried  through  it  in  perfect  safety. 

The  climate  of  the  Bermudas  is  exceedingly 
salubrious,  though  some  affirm  that,  since  the 
diminution  of  the  woods,  it  is  less  mild  and 
genial  than  it  once  was.  The  general  tempera- 
ture is  such  that  the  islands  seem  to  be  the  resir 
dcnoe  of  perpetual  spring;  the  fields  and  the 
trees  being  never  divested  of  their  verdure.  Snow 
seldom  falls,  and  die  rains  are  not  firequen^ 
theuglh  heavy  while  &ey  last*  Storms,  howeviBTi 
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Mf  not  uncomaion,  and  are  etoeedingly  i^lent, 

accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning.  These 
stornii  are  much  dreaded  by  the  Americans^  who 
teim  the  space  between  Cape  Hattenit  and  the 
Benniidas  the  Horse  Latitudes^  ia  consequeace 
of  their  being  often  under  the  neoesiity  of  throw* 
iog  overboard  the  horses,  which  they  are  carrying 
to  the  West-India  islands  and  to  Surinam. 

The  coastSi  especially  on  the  north  side,  are 
Sickly  stodded  widi  sunken  rodcs,  wfaidi  are 
plainly  visible  to  the  mariner.  "  The  water,* 
says  an  degant  writer,  who  resided  for  a  while  at 
Bermuda,  is  so  beautifully  clear  around  the 
island^  that  the  rocks  are  seen  beneatli  to  a  very 
great  depth,  and  as  we  entered  the  harbouTi  they 
appeared  to  us  so  near  thesurfrce,  that  itseenud 
impossible  we  should  not  strike  on  them.  There 
is  no  necessity,  of  coarse,  for  heaving  the  lead, 
4aid  the  negro  pilot,  looking  down  at  the  rocfcs 
from  the  bow  of  the  ship,  takes  her  through  this 
•difficult  navigation,  with  a  skill  and  confidence 
which  seem  to  astonish  the  oldest  sailors."  The 
openings  into  the  harbours  are  narrow  and  shoaiy, 
eo  that  pilots  as  expert  as  those  just  mentioned 
are  required  to  conduct  a  vef^sel  through  them. 
But  that  which  renders  the  Bermudas  most  dan- 
gerous to  navigators  is  the  strong  current,  which, 
setting  to  the  north-east  out  of  the  Gulph 
of  I'lorida,  often  imperceptibly  carries  vessels 
many  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  their  supposed 
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coarse.  Jn  17ti>  iit  Spioiih  flotitfa,  of  Mm 

galleons,  from  the  Havannah,  was  nearly  lost  on 
the  western  coast  of  St.  George's  Island,  in  coa- 
s^quence  cf  the  efifecl  of  thb  powerful  comnt 

The  surroLinrlini!  seas  are  well  stored  u  ith  tish 
and  turtle;  and  the  Bermudiaos  are  among  the 
most  dexterous  of  fishermeiiy  espeeially  wMi  tlie 

harpoon.  Whales  are  sometimes  caught,  and 
ambergiris  is  stiii  found  on  the  shores,  though  ^ 
smaller  quantities  than  formerly. 

The  soil  is  fertile,  and  capable  of  producing 
every  article  of  West-India  produce.  About  two 
hundred  acres  are  cultivated  in  cotton.  Tame 
and  wild  fowl  are  plentiful,  and  the  breed  of 
black  swine,  though  somewhat  diminished,  is  yet 
namerous.  The  sloops  and  other  Tessds,  wUch 
the  colonists  build  of  their  cedar,  and  which  arc 
highly  prised  ^r  their  iacorruptihiiity,  sound 
workmanship,  and  swiftness  in  sailing,  fiwm  CMe 
of  the  (irincipiil  articles  of  Bermudiau  export. 
Another  article  is  a  beautiful  species  of  white 
freestone,  which  is  easily  cut,  and  is  in  request 
for  building  the  houses  of  gentlemen  in  the  West 
Indies.  Three  or  four  hundred  of  the  natives 
also  go  annually  to  Turk's  Islands,  to  rake  salt, 
which  is  exchanged  wiiii.tbe  Americans  for  pro- 
visioiis,  or  sold  for  cash  on  thie  spot  . 

The  natives  of  the  BermcMJas.  are  handflome< 
good-natured,  lively,  and  hospitable  to  strangers. 
The  character  of  the  womeii  is  peqnUarly  tmi- 
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mble.  Indolenoe  il  the  y^affiuilt  oLUm  men, 

and  this  indolence  it  is  whicli  has  prevented  the 
colony  from  rising  to  that  prosperous  situation  to 
which  it  might  odierwise  have  attained.  But» 
whatever  iimy  be  the  faults  of  the  Bermudians^  a 
disposition  to  tyranHizeis  not  among  the  number. 
In  no  part  of  the  western  hemispliem  does  slavery 
appear  in  so  mild  a  form ;  k  striking  proof  of 
^ch  has  already  been  g^ven*  • 

The  chief  and  indeed  only  large  island  is  St 
George*s,  which  is  about  sixteen  miles  in  length, 
and  at  most  tUree  in  breadths-  Though  bearing 
but  one  name,  it,  in  feict,  consists  of  two  islands^ 
separated  by  a  narrow  passage.  It  is  divided 
into  nine  tribet  or  ^a(rbtes>  and  has  as  many 
churches,  which  are  in  charge  of  three  clergymen. 
There  is  likewise  a  Presbyterian  place  of  worship* 
The  tribes  of  Devonshire  and  SoulfaaiAptonlaf  e 
each  a  library.  Scattered  houses  and  hamlets 
are  numerous ;  the  whole  island  beings  in  a  man- 
ner,  a  continued  village. 

On  the  siiiallest  of  ihc  two  islands,  Wlwflh 
'  lies  to  the  east,  and  on  the  shore,  looking  towards 
the  south,  ii  the  town  cS  St.  George,  which  con- 
tains about  five  hundred  houses,  well  built,  of 
splendidly  white  stone,  that  rivals  snow,  and 
contrasts  delightfully  with  the  vierdttM  of  the  stkr- 
rounding  cedars  and  pasture  ground.  It  is  sup- 
plied with  milk,  butter,  poultry,  fresh  meat  and 
^^taMe^  .from  the -oontiguous  hland'  6i  St. 
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David's.  Its  pttblic^  buildisgi  are  an  elegant 
church,  a  library,  and  a  noble  town-faouie^  in  the 

latter  of  which  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature 
assemble  to  hold  their  deliberatioos.  £very  ac- 
cessible point,  and  no  point  is  accessible  without 
a  pilot,  is  defended  by  forts,  of  which  there  are 
no.  less  than  ninoi  mounting  seventy  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  situation  of  St  Geoige's  is  emi- 
nently beautiful.  "  Nothing,**  says  Mr.  Moore, 
the  writer  who  has  already  been  quoted,  can 
be  more  romantic  than  the  little  harbour  of  St 
Georges.  The  number  of  beautiful  islets,  the 
nngplar  clearness  of  the  waler,  and  theanunated 
play  of  the  graceful  Htde  boats,  gliding  for  ever 
between  the  islands,  and  seeming  to  sail  from  one 
cedar  gmt  into  anotter,  form  altogether  the 
sweetest  miniature  of  nature  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed.** In  the  short  but  beautiful  twilight  of 
their  spring  evenings,"  he  adds,  *^  the  white  cot- 
tar scattered  over  the  islands,  and  but  partially 
seen  through  the  trees  that  surroiuKi  them,  as- 
sume often  the  appearance  of  little  Grecian 
temples,  and  embellish  the  poor  fisherman's  hut 
with  columns  which  the  pencil  of  Claude  might 
imitate."  If  the  foncy  of  the  poet  have  not  lent 
a  delusive  colouring  to  the  picture,  it  is  evident 
that,  however  inferior  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view  may  be  to  others  there  are 

few,  if  any,  ol  ^ur  colonies  that  can  pretend  to 
rival  them  in  the  charms  of  scenery^  apd  iu  t^e 
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cbnsequait .  power  of  attracliDg  and  aflbrding 

pleasure  to  the  traveller  who  is  possessed  of  taste 
and  feeling. 

DEMERARA,  ESSEQUIBO  AND  BER6ICE. 

Stretchiog  along  the  coast  of  the  Atlanticy 

between  the  latitudes  of  six  and  eight  degrees 
north,  and  Uie  longitudes  of  fifty-seven  and  fifty- 
nine  degrees  west,  lies  that  part  of  Dutch 
Guyana  which  contains  the  colony  of  Deme- 
rara^  its  dependent  settlement  of  £ssequibo^  and 
the  colony  of  fierbice.  To  the  south  south-west, 
the  river  Courantin  separates  this  tract  from 
Surinam ;  to  the  north  north-east,  the  small  inlet 
and  stream  of  Moroko  divides  it  from  the  Spanish 
territory  on  ihe  rii^ht  bank  of  the  Orinoco.  Its 
length  on  the  coast,  in  a  straight  line,  is  about  a 
hundred  and  sixty  miles ;  its  breadth  is  not  ex^ 
actly  ascertained,  but  is  nearly  twice  its  length, 
and  reaches  to  the  scantily  known  provinces  of 
New  Cumana  and  New  Andalusiai  which  are 
claimed  by  the  Spaniards,  but  are,  in  part, 
ii^abited  by  independent  Indian  tribes.  The 
Innits  of  Berbice,  to  the  south  south-west,  fop> 
merly  extended  no  further  than  to  the  Devils 
Creek»  but  in  1799  they  were  enlar|^  by  the 
addition  of  the  lands  between  that  creek  and  the 
river  Courantin.     The  opposite  boundary  of 
the  colony,  wiiere  Demerara  commences,  passes 
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ihitD  die  mouth  of  Abaiy  Cmkt  in  a  8tiai|^t 
Uae  to  the  aouthwefd.   Between  this  line  and  a 

shnilar  one  drawn  from  the  Boarisirie  Creek,  at 
the  nioudi4>f  the  fissequibo  river,  is  included  the 
colony  of  Demerara.  The  dependency  of  Esse- 
qui  bo  occupies  the  rest  of  the  territory  as  far  as 
the  Spanish  frontkr  on  the  Moroko. 

The  dimate  of  what  nay  now  be  caHed  Bn» 
ibh  Guyana  is  more  healthy  than  that  of  most 
tro|tod  oounlrifls.  This  probaUy  arises  from 
the  constant  flowing  in  of  the  trade-wind,  which 
is  cooled  down  by  its  passage  over  an  immense 
expanse  of  ocean.  Independent  of  tfab  windi 
there  are  daily  two  beneficial  currents  of  air, 
the  sea  breeze  and  the  land  breeze,  the  hrst  and 
coolest  tif  which  blows  daring  the  day  from 
the  north-east,  and  moderates  the  heat,  while  the 
land  breeze,  which  is  much  warmeri  sets  in  from 
4he  south-east  during  the  ni^t,  and  preveotB  the 

too  i^reat  chilness  whicli  would  otherwise  be  felt. 
In  the  dry  season,  which  is  the  hottest,  tiie  range 
of  the  thermomelor,  on  the  coast,  is  fixHn  eigWf<- 
four  to  ninety  degrees.  There  are  two  wet  and 
two  dry  seasons*  The*  wet  seasons  occupiy  part 
of  December,  and  die  whole  of  January,  Febro- 
ary,  June,  July  and  August ;  the  dry  seasons  ex- 
tend through  ^  remaining  months^  and  are 
exceedingly  beantiftil,  Ae  temperature  being  then 
regular,  and  the  sky  clear  and  vividly  blue.  In 
proportion  as  the  forests  M\  befare  the  ai^  the 
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rains  become  less  heavy.  The  morniDg  tnrilight» 
like  oars,  is  gradual ;  that  of  tiK  evening,  on  tlie 

contrary,  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist,  as  the  sun 
sets  instaatuneously,  and  darkness  immediately 
etisiies.  The  length  of  the  days  is  from  thirtm 
to  fourteen  hours,  lluiricanes,  the  scourge  of 
the.  West  Xndi^  isl^nd^  are  heris  unicnown.  Sq^aiis 
someluiies  occuti  but  they  are  never  so  violent  as 
to  inflict  on  the  planter  any  serious  injury.  The 
blowiog  down  of  a  i^w  acres  of  plantain-trees  k 
the  worst  efiect  which  is  produced  by  their  fiiry. 
British  Guyana  is  also  happily  exempt  from  the 
droiilglit,  which  is oftiea  fatal  to  thecropaio  sone 
of  the  insufau' colonies. 

The  principal  riveri  w^uch  water  this  district 
aie  the  £ssequibQjthe  Deooerarat  the  Courantii^ 
the  Berbice,  the  Canje  and  the  Pomaroon.  The 
first  of  these  rivers  is  by  far  the  largest.  It  runs 
a  coum  ci  otarly  foMr  hundred  miles»  reo^ves 
many  considerable  streams,  is  thickly  studded 
.with  islands,  and  where,  through  four  mouthy  it 
-ena^tieft.  ita  waters  into  the  sea,  it  is  one  and 
twenty  miles  in  width.  The  Demerara  and  the 
Courantin  stand  next  in  point  of  size.  They  ar^ 
all  BiLvigi^ie^.  and  th^.chiaf  of  them  are  so  to  a 
.ooBsiderable  distance.  The  entrance  of  them  is, 
however,  somevyhat  difficult,  in  consequence  of 
the  bars  of  mui  which  have  been  formed  by  the 
.deposits  from  their  waters. 
-  '^jSKSi  la«fii>  for.JipaDy  ioAgues  into  the  interior 
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19  perfectly  flat  It  has  not  an  emioeiice  of  even 
the  size  of  a  mole-hill.   Scarcely  a  stone  is  any 

where  to  be  found,  througliout  a  wide  extent  of 
country.  The  whole  soil»  which  consists  of  mud 
and  clay,  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  formed,  in 
tlie  course  of  ages,  by  a  subsidence  from  the 
rivers ;  and  the  same  process  is  still  undoubtedly 
going  on,  as  the  sea  is  extremely  shallow  and 
turbid,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore. 
Centuries,  however,  will  probably  elapse  before 
the  ocean  is  excluded  from  its  present  bed  by 
the  slow  accretion  of  alluvial  soil.  So  low  is  the 
land,  that,  as  the  voyager  approaches  it,  the 
forests,  which,  where  cultivation  has  not  exter- 
minated them,  extend  down  to  the  verge  of  the 
sea,  appear  to  rise  from  the  midst  of  the  waters. 
That  part  of  the  territory  which  is  yet  untouched 
by  the  toiling  hand  of  man,  displays  either  thick 
woods  or  extensive  savannahs.   It  is  along  the 

roast,  and  on  tiie  banks  of  the  rivers  and  creeks, 
that  the  plantatious  are  principally  established. 
There  are  some  setdements  as  iar  up  the  river 
Demerara  as  two  hundred  miles  from  its  entrance 
into  the  sea. 

Cotton,  sugar  and  cofiee,  are  the  staple 
articles  of  these  colonies.  Rum  is,  of  course, 
manufactured  to  a  g^reat  extent^  md,  from  the 
care  which  is  taken  in  the  distillation,  it  is  in 
high  repute  in  the  American  market.  Several 
sorts  of  timber,  fit  for  ship  and  other  baildmg, 


Digitizea  by  <jOO^ie 


BRITISH  COLONIES.  S45 

and  for  ornamental  uses,  are  produced  here,  and 

large  quantities  of  mill  timber,  for  the  erection  of 
6ugar*workS|  are  exported  to  the  islands.  The 
forests  are  also  capable  of  nearly,  if  not  entirely, 
supplying  the  home  consumption  of  shinglesj 
hoops  and  staves.  Rice  may  be  raised,  in  many 
parts,  with  as  much  success  as  in  Carolina,  and 
the  savannahs  are  admirably  calculated  for  the 
fiittening  of  oxen,  which  are  in  plenty,  as  are 
likewise  sheep,  goats  and  swine. 

The  original  settlements  of  the  Dutch  were, 
in  general,  formed  as  far  up  the  rivers  astiie  soil 
was  good,  and  the  navigation  could  be  conveni- 
ently carried  on.  A  wish  to  obtain  security  from 
those  predatory  expeditions  which  had  desolated 
the  Spanish  districts  on  the  coast,  was  probably 
their  reason  for  receding  to  such  a  distance  from 
the  sea.   It  is  only  of  comparatively  recent  date 
that  plantations  have  been  made  on  the  more  fer- 
tile alluvial  soil  which  borders  upon  the  Atlantic; 
and  it  is  by  the  adventurous  spirit  of  British 
speculation,  that  this  long-neglectcd  territory  has 
been  converted  into  a  prolific  source  of  riches, 
and  a  residence  &t  for  man.   Previously  to  the 
l  iench  revolutionarv  ^\ar,  many  English  were 
settled  in  these  colonies,  and  the  bene^ciai  influ- 
ence of  their  presence  had  begun  to  be  apparent; 
but,  since  the  first  conquest  of  Demerara,  in 
1795,  the  number  has  been  immensely  multi- 
plied, and  a  vast  amount  of  capital  has  been  em- 
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)>loyed  in  ctilbg  forth  the  latent  energies  of  tko 

soil.  The  result  of  this  has  been,  that  the  surrar 
estates- haye  encreased  in  a  six^fold  proportion^ 
and  that  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  and  especially 
of  cotton,  has  been  pushed  forward  in  a  still 
larger  proportion.  In  less  than  twenty  years, 
British  skill  and  ^enterprise  have  worked  a  change, 
which  would  bcai  ceiy  have  been  accooxplished  ia 
two  centMries  by  the  tardy  exertkms  of  the  Ba^* 
tavian  colonists.  The  line  of  cnltiviktion  now 
extends,  nearly  if  not  quite  unbroken,  from  the 
western  bank  of  the  Courantin  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Fomaroon. 

£^h  plantation  consists  of  an  obloug  piece 
of  ffcmd,  a  hundred  roods  in  width,  and  sef eo 
hundred  and  fifty  in  depth.  By  the  condition  of 
the  grants,  the  proprietor  may  obtain  as  much 
more,  behind  his  original  allotment,  when  two* 

thirds  of  that  original  allotment  have  been  brought 
into  a  productive  state.  This  second  portion  has, 
in  numerous  instances,  been  claiined  and'culti- 
vaicd.  In  front  of  each  estate  is  a  massy  dyke, 
which  protects  the  property  from  being  inundated 
by  the  spring  tides;  behind  is  another,  intended 
to  keep  off  the  waters  that  cuine  horn  the  forest, 
or  bush,  as  it  is  colonially  called ;  and  between 
each  two  plantations  is  a  broad  track,  witli  a 
navigable  canal  in  the  centre,  which  is  public 
property,  and  is  termed  a  colony  path.  So  that 
these  plaiflations  fonn,  in  hct,  a  ooUectioa  of 
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ishndsy  which  oaa  be  entered  only  by  means  of 
bridges  or  boats.  The  plantations  themselves 
are  likewise  intersected  hy  a  great  number  of 
diainsi  and  all  theie  water-courses  are 'careful^ 
cleansed,  at  stated  periods,  when  the  mud  that  u 
removed  serves  at  once  to  manute  and  to  ebvale 
the  ground*  Canals  have  also  been  earried  into 
the  interior,  for  several  miles>  in  order,  to  facUi? 
tale  the  settling  of  new  estates. 

The  eaily  Ustory  of  diese  colonies  presents 
to  the.  view  notiung  which  can  excite  or  gratify  a 
rational  curiosity.  Berbice  was  the  first  Settled^ 
as  early  as  the  year  1620 ;  Essequibo  the  next ; 
and  Demeimra  the  last  Per  many  years  theijr 
eoltnre  and  commerce  was  in  a  langpiishinf  sM^ 
Demerara,  however,  had  gained  so  much  the 
start  of  £ssequiho  that,  in  1774,  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment was  removed  £rom  EsseqmfaOy  and 
Stabroek  was  founded.  From  that  period,  Esse- 
quiboy  which  had  hitherto  been  the  principali 
became  a  dependency  of  Demeram!*    In  the 

year  1763,  a  rebellion  of  the  slaves  took  place 
in  Berbice.  They  massacred  many  of  the  whitesj 
and  threw  the  survhers  into  such  oonsternatioo, 
that  they  fled  on  board  of  their  vessels,  and 
abandoned  the  colony  to  the  revoiters.  The 
^ame  fate  would  have  been  shared  by  Oeueraia 

and  Essequibo,  where  the  slaves  were  ready  to 
break  out,  bad  not  a  timelj^  succour  been  disr 
patched  by  sotne  gentlemen     Barbadoesi  who 
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weie  alio  Mders  of  plaatatioDs  in  tbe  menaced 
colonies.  The  ftrriml  cS  assistance,  from  Surinam^ 

enabled  the  governor  of  Berbice,  meanwhile,  to 
effect  a  landing,  and  to  establish  himself  in  a 
strong  post,  till  an  armament  of  sufficient  strength 
to  recover  the  colony  could  be  sent  from  Hoiiand. 
By  the  exertions  of  this  latter  force,  and  of  seve- 
nd  hundred  Indians,  the  inveterate  foes  of  the 
blacks,  the  rebels  were  at  lengtii  routed,  driven 
into  the  woods,  and  fibally  hunted  down;,  many 
of  them  being  again  plunged  into  slavery,  and 
several  hundreds,  who  had  taken  a  leading  part, 
being  either  burnt  alive,.broken  upon  thewhed, 
or  otherwise  put  to  death,  in  the  most  barbarous 
manner  that  revenge  and  crudty  could  devise. 
Those  few  who  escaped  have  since  occasionally 
been  joined  by  fugitives  from  the  estates,  and 
these  men  are  known  by  the  name  of  bush  ne- 
groes*  Six  y^rs  subsequently  lo  this  rebellion, 

Berbice  was  exposed  to  another  calamity.  The 
woods  on  the  coast  were  set  on  fire,  a  crime 
which  was  attributed  to  the  rebel  negroes,  and 

the  conflagration  progressively  extended  from  the 
river  Courantin  to  the  Demerara,  destroying  the 
forests,  and  devastating  several  rich  plantations.  ' 
In  the  year  1781  these  colonies  were  reduced  by 
a  small  British  force,  hut  they  did  not  long  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  their  new  masters,  they 

being  recaptured  by  the  French,  in  the  succeed- 
ing year.    The  two  subsequent  conquests  of 


t 

4 
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them,  in  1796  and  ldOd»  have  already  been  de-» 
scribed.  By  a  convention,  signed  at  London, 
on  the  1 3th  of  August,  1814,  Demerara,  Esse- 
quibo  and  Berbice  became  a  part  of  the  firitiflh 
dominions,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  the 
colonial  inhabitants.  Since  then,  the  piosperily 
€£  tbeie  colooie*  has  experienced  a  rapid  increase, 
and  is  still  gaining  ground  ;  so  that  the  produce 
rais^d^  and  tiie  shipping  employed,  now  equal  in 
value  and  number  more  Aan  one-third  of  the 
produce  and  shipping  of  the  long-settled  and 
flourisiiing  island  of  Jamaica,  which,  since  the 
Joss  of  America,  has  aiwi^s  been  justly  reckoned 
the  colonial  geni  of  the  British  ciown. 

Stabroek,  the  capital  of  Denierara,  is  situated 
in  6*^  50^  north  latitude,  on  the  eaat  side  and  near 
the  mouth  of  tlie  river  which  i^ives  name  to  the 
colony.  It  is  of  an  oblong  tbrm,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  a  mile  in  length ;  it 
stands  on  a  low  and  level  site,  and  the  principal 
streets  are  perfectly  straight,  with  carriage  roads. 
The  houses  are  of  wood,  two  or  three  stories 
high,  and  raised  on  brick  foundations.  In  the 
public,  buildings  there  is  nothing  which  merits  a 
particular  description.  Kingston,  Labourgade, 
Bridge  Town,  New  Town,  and  Cumingsburgh 
aj^  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Stabroek.  They 
all  owe  their  erection  to  Ike  British,  and  some  of 
them,  particularly  Cumingsburgli,  will  probably, 
at  no  distant  {)eriod|  rise  to  the  rank  of  consider- 
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able  towns.   Kiogrtcm  was  began  by  the  British 

officers,  in  1796,  and  is  now  the  favourite  country 
residence  of  the  Stabroek  merchants.  New 
Town  consists  of  foar  prineipal  streets,  and  is 
filled  with  trades-  \cn  of  all  denominations.  There 
is  likewise  a  considerable  village  called  Mahak»t 
on  the  river  of  that  name^  abont  thirty  miles  east 
of  Stabroek,  where  many  of  the  principal  set- 
tlers have  handsome  villas,  the  air  of  this  spot 
having  the  reputation  of  peculiar  salubrity. 

The  former  capital  of  Berbice,  called  Zca- 
landica,  or  Old  Amsterdam,  was  built  about  Mty 
miles  up  the  river,  by  the  first  settlers.  In  pro- 
cess of  time,  however,  as  the  colony  grew  more 
peopled,  and  cultivation  became  more  extensive. 
Ibis  situation  was  found  to  be  subject  to  great 
inconvenience,  from  the  ditiicuity  with  which 
fBBseU  were  worked  up  the  winding  river,  antT 
the  frequency  with  which  they  grounded  on  the 
numerous  muddy  siioals,  whence  it  was  some- 
times impracticable  to  get  them  off  till  they  were 
set  afloat  by  the  rising  of  the  spring  tides.  It 
was  accordingly  resolved  to  remove  the  seat  of 
government  to  a  niore  suitable  spot,  within  a  mile 
of  the  sea.  This  resolution  was  carried  into 
etiect  in  the  year  1795.  At  the  confluence  of 
the  Canje  with  the  Bcfrbice  atown  was  then  laid 
out,  which  was  called  New  Amsterdam.  This 
town  has  attained  a  considerable  size.  It  extends 
a  mile  and  a  half  along  the  Berbice ;  each  house 
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having  an  allotment  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  and 

being  complclely  insulated  by  trenches,  which 
fiU  and  empty  themselves  as  the  tide  rises  and 
recedes,  and  thus  prevent  the  pestiferous  accn- 

innlatioa  of  filth  ai)d  dirt  that  might  otherwise 
tai^e  place.  The  government  house  is  of  brick, 
in  the  European  stile  of  architecture^  with  a  fine 
view  of  the  river  and  the  surrounding  country, 
and  is  considered  as  the  most  magnificent  and 
spacious  building  which  b  to  be  seen  in  an;  part 
of  the  colonies  of  Guyana. 

The  powers  of  government  reside  in  the 
governor,  and  a  council,  called  the  College  of 
Keizers.  To  this  college  each  colony  sends  six 
membersi  who  are  chosen  by  the  planten  and 
merchants.  Every  possessor  of  twenty-five  ne- 
groes is  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the  election  of  the 
keizers*  The  governor  is  the,  president  of  the 
college,  with  the  privilege  of  a  casting  vote.  The 
authority  of  the  council  extends  to  the  appoint- 
ment  of  members  for  the  courts  of  police  and 
judicature,  and  likewise  to  the  financial  depart* 
ment,  as  far  as  belongs  to  the  proper  distribution 
of  the  taxes  which  are  raised  for  the  purpaaes  of 
internal  improvement.  The  supreme  court  of 
justice  is  composed  of  six  members  and  the  go- 
vernor, and  sits  every  other  month  at  the  court* 
bouse.  An  appeal  may  be  made  from  its  sen- 
tence to  the  king  in  council.  There  is  likewise  a 
sgbordinate  court,  called  the  Ckmmussary  Courts 
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which  has  only  three  members.    Its  business  is 
^    '  to  decide  upon  suits  for  debts  not  exceeding  ii(iy 
pounds,  and  to  grant  licenses  to  persons  who 

intend  to  nicin'y.  In  acUiition  to  these,  there  is 
a  weeskamer's  office,  or  orphan  chamber,  which 
administers  the  affairs  of  orphans,  and  of  those 
colonists  who  may  chance  to  die  intestate.  The 
fiscal  is  the  great  law  officer  of  the  colony,  and 
combines  the  various  functions  of  chief  magistrate 
and  attorney  and  solicitor-general,  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  of  levying  iines  in  certain  cases ;  a 
power  which  must  be  exceedingly  liable  to  abuse, 
as  a  portion  of  the  fines  which  the  fiscal  levies 
are  received  into  his  own  pocket.  He  has  under 
him  the  drossart,  who  acts  as  sheriff,  or  head 
jailer,  and,  the  dienaars,  who  fill  the  place  of 
constables  or  watchmien,  and  have  the  charge  of 
the  jail  and  police.  In  these  colonies,  as  in  most 
other  countries,  lavv  is  tardy  in  its  movements, 
and  insatiable  in  its  demands  upon  the  purses  of 
those  who  are  unfortunately  compelled  to  have 
recourse  to  its  assistance.  It  not  unfrequently 
happens,  therefore,  that,  rather  than  encounter 
the  hx>uble  and  expence  of  appealing  to  the 
courts,  individuals  are  mduced  to  pass  over,  in 
prudent  silence,  the  wrongs  which  they  have 
sustained. 

Each  individual,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  fifty,  is '  compelled  to  enrol  himself  in  the 

burgher  militia,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  out  at 
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the  pleasure  of  the  goveraor.  The  service  of  the 
militia  does  not,  however,  extend  any  further 
tlian  to  the  preservation  of  tlie  internal  tran- 
quillity of  the  colonies.  In  the  country,  the 
officers  of  this  body  are  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
each  of  them  exercises  a  jurisdiction  over  a  cer- 
tain dislriot,  which  districts  are  distinguished  by 
difowdt  coloured  banners.  They  are  termed 
burgher  officers,  and  it  is  their  business  to  pro- 
mulgate prodamations,  take  depositions  upon 
tax  schedules,  carry  into  eifect  the  public  and 
local  laws,  and  put  down  any  disturbances  which 
may  arise,  within  the  luuits  over  which  their 
authority  exteiids.  They  are  appointed  by  the 
court  of  police,  and  are  under  the  command  of  a 
lieqtenanl-colonel. 

The  military  force  stationed  in  British  Guy- 
ana is  of  respectable  strength;  the  colonists 
tbemselfea  are  strongly  attached  to  the  gofem* 
ment,  and  have  displayed  great  readiness  to  vo- 
lunteer their  s^  vices  on  the  appearance  of  danger ;  ^ 
the  approach  to  the  coasts  is  of  no  oommon  dif* 
ficulty;  and  s\gim\  posts  have  been  established 
along  the  shore,  to  g^ve  instant  notice  of  an 
enemy  being  at  hand  ;  so  that  it  does  not  appear 

to  be  probable  that,  in  any  future  war,  a  hostile 
power  would  have  the  smallest  chance  of  dis- 
seiering  these  colonies  ftom  that  mpire  to  which 

they  have  recently  been  united. 
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HONDURAS. 

The  settlement  of  Honduras  is  situated  in  the 
province  of  Yucutan,  between  the  seventeenth 
and  nineteenth  degrees  of  oorth  ktitiide,  and  the 
eighty-eighth  and  ninetieth  degrees  of  west  longi- 
tude. The  line  which  includes  it  coanBeacai^  at 
the  aoouth  of  the  Rio  Hondo*  fbUoars  t}»  coorae 

o\,  and  aitorucirfls  ruub  })ai  cillel  with,  that  stream 
ibr  about  tbirty  miles ;  then,  turning  southwaJxl» 
passes  through  New  River  Lake  in  a  stiaif^  line 
to  the  river  Balize,  up  whicli  it  a^icends  for  a  con- 
siderabie  dtstanee,  and  then  agpun  proqaeds  sout^ 
4iU  it  reaches  the  head  of  the  Sibun,  the  rauKngi 
of  which  river  it  pursues  to  the  sea  coast  On 
the  land  side,  the  seltlement  is  effeGtaallj  pio- 
leetdd  from  attack^  by  rivers,  lakes-and  morasses ; 
on  the  sea  board  it  is  rendered  almost  equally 
inaeeessiUe  by  a  diMn  of  islaodai  rocks. and 
aboaisy  which  strelehes  along  the  whole,  linO'^f 
coast,  for  a  space  of  nearly  three  degrees. 

.  The  cutting  of  logwood  naed  formerly  to  be 
carried  on  near  the  Lagima  de  Termmos,  in  the 
£ay  of  Campeaciiy,  and  the  right  of  doing  so  was 
dAqh  a  subject  of  sharp  dispute  belween  thefiri-' 
tish  and  Spanish  govermsieats.  >  In  the  ^^ear 
J717i  a  representation)  strongly  asserting  .thi# 
right,  wBsinade  by4fae  bDard^crf.tradefclo.Gtaigs 
the  First,  in  consequence  of  the  Spaniards  havki^ 
tlireatened  that  they  would  treat  the  logwood 
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CQttm  as  t»rAtes*  It  appears^  however,  tbat» 
between  this  period  and  the  year  1759,  the  log* 
wood  cutters  had  removed  to  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
4ttras,  as,  in  the  latter  year,  we  find  that  they 
were  so  extensively  established  in  the  bay,  thiat 
their  exports  and  imports  far  exceeded  ia  value 
liMiae  of  the  Miuqoifio  shoris^  nrfuch  were  to  no 
despicable  amount  It  was  with  the  concur- 
xeoce  of  the  n^^bouring  Indians  that  the  new 
eatahUihaient  was  formed.  By  die  treaty  of 
Paris,  in  1763,  the  King  of  Spain  agreed  to 
allow  the  settlers  to  reside  within  a  certain  di»> 
trkt,  oa  cooditibii  that  ail  the  present  fortihci^ 

tions  should  be  destioved,  and  that  no  other 
should  be  erected,  lie  also  engagied,  in  case  of 
a  war,  to  grant  six  monthB  far  the  removal  of 

British  property.  With  the  exception  of  some 
ii\^tice  done  by  the  governor  of  Yucttta,ny  ia 
1764f  which  waa  disavawed  by  the  Spanisboourt; 
things  remained  in  this  state  till  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  between  £ngland  and  SfMUn, 
Notwithstanding  the  atipnlatiim  m  the  treaty, 
that  time  should  be  aUpwed  for  removal,  the 
Spaniards,  in  September  1779,  seized  upon  the 
settlement,  made  the  settlers  prisoners,  treated 
them  with  extraordinary  severity,  and  held  them 
in  captivi^  till  the  month  oi  July,  No 
mdnmufieatioii  was  ever  obtained  for  this  out^ 
rage,  nor  for  the  destruction  of  property  which 
attiended  it. 
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At  the  dose  of  the  war,  ihe  settlers  were  re^ 

established,  on  the  same  terms  as  formerly,  and 
tlie  rivers  Baiize  and  Hondo  were  assigned  as 
their  limits.  .  By  a  eonventioDf  which  was  con* 
eluded  with  Spain,  in  the  year  1786,  the  limits- 
were  extended  southward,  from  tiie  Baiize  to  the 
Sibim,  in  oonsideratbn  of  the  British  relinquish- 
ing their  establishments  on  tlie  Musquito  shore. 

In  the  year  J 788  HoiKluras  experienced  a 
severe  natural  visitation.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  September  the  Lwenty-third,  a  destructive  hur- 
ricane be^n,  the  rain  feil  in  torrents,  and  the 
sea  rising,  in  conjonction  with  the  swolleo  rivers; 
•overflowed  the  low  lands.  All  the  houses  and 
other  constructions,  to  the  number  of  iive  bun- 
dred^  on  both  sides  of  the  Baiize,  were  levelled 
with  the  ground,  and  their  contents  destroyed. 
Many  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  wereiirown- 
ed.  In  Ihe  harbour  eleven  square-rigged  vessels 
and  other  craft  were  totally  lost,  apd  more  than 
a  hundred  persons  perished.  ' 

After  this  calamity  nodiing  of  moment  oc- 
curred till  the  year  179B,  when  Field-marshal 
0*Neil  was  gallantly  foiled  in  an  attack,  which 
has  already  been  noticed  in  the  history  of  the 
war.  Inspirited  probably  by  tlus  triumph,  the 
settlers  conahlerably  extended  thmr  limits,  an 
extension  which  was  indeed  become  necessary; 
in  consequence  of  the  growing  scarcity  of  ma- 
hogany and  dye-woods  in  the  disUicts  hitherto 
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explored.  Forts  were  also  erected,  to  protect 
the  settlers  from  annoyance^ 

When  the  peace  of  Amiens  was  concluded, 
Honduras  was  not  mentioned  in  it,  nor  were  those 
previous  treaties  reoewed  by  which  our  right  of 
possession  was  secured.  This  overught,  for  such 
it  undoubtedly  was,  gave  rise  to  no  small  alarm 
on  the  part  of  the  settlers,  and  of  the  merchants 
connected  with  the  trade,  as  there  appeared,  in 
the  Spanish  government,  prompted  perhaps  by 
the  French,  a  strong  disposition  to  consider  the 
settlement  as  an  encroachment,  which*was  now 
wholly  unauthorized.  The  war,  however,  which 
speedily  ensued,  put  an  end  to  all  discussion,  and 
since  that  period  Honduras  has  remained  undis- 
turbed under  the  British  authority. 

The  climate  of  Honduras  is  remarkably 
heidthy.  Even  the  rainy  season  is  not,  as  in  the 
West  Indies,  productive  of  disease.  The  average 
temperature  of  heat  is  about  eighty  degrees*  The 
soil  is  fertile,  and  capable  of  producing  every 
article  which  is  raised  in  our  western  insular 
colonies.  Oxen,  cows,  sheep  and  goats  thrive 
uncommonly  wdl;  and  the  sea  is  abundantly 
stored  with  turtle,  and  various  species  of  fish. 
The  vegetable  tribe  presents  a  copious  catalogue. 
Among  the  trees  are  the  mahogany,  the  fustic, 
the  logwood,  the  mangrove,  the  cedar,  the  cocoa- 
nut,  the  palmettOi  and  many  more,  some  of 
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which^  as  the  palaia  Christi,  the  jatropha,  and 
others,  are  endowed  with  medicinal  virtues*  * 

The  mahogany,  which  is  one  of  the  principal 
exports  of  the  settlement,  i&  cut  at  two  seasons  ; 
the  one  of  which  commences  shortly  after  Christ^ 
mas,  the  other  towards  Liie  middle  ot  tiie  year. 
At  those  periods  every  individual  is  actively  oc« 
cupied,  either  in  fidling  the  trees,  conveying  them 
in  trucks  to  the  rivers,  or  precipitating  them  into 
the  stream  which  is  to  forward  them  to  their  des- 
tination.  From  ten  to  fifty  negroes,  hot  sddom 
more,  tlian  fifty,  aie  employed  in  each  gang. 
From  each  png  one  of  the  most  intelligent  ne* 
groes  is  selected,  who  is  styled  the  huntsman, 
and  whose  business  it  is  to  search,  the  woods  for 
the  mahogany  trees,  which  are  seldom  found  in 
groups,  but  single  and  often  much  dispersed. 
The  beginning  of  August  is  the  time  at  which 
he  commences  his  search.  He  penetrates  to  ihe 
highest  ground,  and  there,  climbing  the  tallest 
tree  that  he  can  find,  he  surveys  the  country 
round  him.   The  colour  of  the  foliage  of  the 
mahogany,  which  is  now  a  reddish  yellow,  leads 
his  eye  to  the  spot  where  the  wood  is  most  abun- 
dant ;  and  to  that  spot,  without  compass  or  g^iifle, 
he  unerringly  directs  his  way ;  compelled  also  to 
use  numberless  stratagems,  to  prevent  his  foot- 
steps from  being  tracked  by  rival  huntsmen,  wbo 
otherwise  would  not  fail  to  seize  upon  the  prize 
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which  he  had  digcovered.    The  mahogany  is 

usually  cut  about  twelve  feet  from  the  ground^ 
hy  a  man  who  stands  upon  a  stage  erected  for 
the  purpose.  It  is  sometimes  roughly  squared 
on  the  place  where  it  has  been  felled,  but  this 
labour  is  generally  postponed  till  the  logs  ha?e 
been  conveyed  to  the  months  of  the  different 
rivers.  As  the  logs  are  brought  to  the  water 
side  they  are  thrown  into'  the  iiTer/  down 
which  they  are  floated  to  ihe  booms,  which  are 
large  cables^  stretched  across  the  stream  at  the 
various  ialls^  Sometimes  the  boom  breaks  with 
the  pressure,  and  more  than  a  thousand  logs  are 
hurried  to  the  sea,  and  irretrievably  lost.  At  tlie 
boomsy  each  settler  sorts  out  his  own  log^i  «nd 
forms  them  into  a  raft,  which  often  consists  of 
two  hundred  logs,  and  has  as  many  miles  to  be 
piloted  before  it  reaches  its  destination.  The 
last  day  of  fallincr,  if  the  season  have  been  a  suc- 
cessful one,  is  always  a  day  of  festivity  and 
merriment* 

The  only  town  in  the  settlement  is  that  of 
fialize,  which  is  situated  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  near  its  entrance  into  the  sea.  Itccmtains 
about  two  iiundred  houses,  many  of  which  are 
large,  commodious,  and  elegantly  hoished.  The 
banks  of  the  Balize  and  Sibun,  particularly  of  the 
latter,  are  thickly  studded  with  plantations.  The 
population  consists  of  two  hundred  whites^  rather 
more  than  five  hundred  people  of  colour  and  free 
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Uacks»  and  three  thousand  negro  slaves.  The 

slaves  are  treated  with  great  kindness  by  their 
masters ;  a  sufficient  proof  of  which  is,  that  they 
are  luuTersally  entrusted  with  arms. 

Till  the  year  1779,  Honduras  was  wholly 
without  laws,  or  regulations  of  any  kind,  and  the 
oonsequence  was,  that  numerouB  crimes  were 

committed.  Captain  Burnaby  then  framed  a 
code,  which  still  retains  his  uame,  and  is  con- 
sidered as  the  statute  law  of  the  settlement. 
Justice  is  at  present  administered  by  a  bench  of 
seven  magistrates,  who  are  annually  elected.  The 
courts  hold  ihAc  sittings  thrice  in  a  year,  and  In- 
ferior courts  are  occasionally  held,  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  matters  of  a  trifling  nature.  The  do- 
mestic revenue  of  the  setdement  is  about  six  or 
seven  thousand  pounds,  Jamaica  currency,  and  is 
disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  the  magistFacy. 
It  arises  from  taxes  on  transient  traders,  on  wines 
and  spirits,  on  liquor  shops  and  public  retailers 
of  goods,  and  firom  certain  small  tonnage  and 
harbour  duties.  In  the  year  1816,  Honduras ' 
took  from  the  mother  country  to  the  amount  of 
between  forty-three  and  forty-four  thousand 
pounds,  in  manufiictures,  and  other  articles  of 
needful  consumption. 
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ST.  LUCIA. 

This  island^  one  of  the  Caribbean  chain,  is 

situated  between  the  latitudes  of  thirteen  and 
fourteen  degrees  north,  and  the  longitudes  of 
fifty-nine  and  a  half  and  sixty  and  a  half  west. 
It  has  Martinico  on  the  north,  at  the  distance  of 
about  twenty  miles,  and  St  Vincent's  on  the 
south,  at  a  smaller  distance.  Seen  from  the  sooth, 
in  the  strait  which  divides  it  from  St.  Vincent's, 
it  appears,  says  Mr.  M'Kinnen,  "  to  be  com- 
posed of  several  hills,  in  the  shape  of  cones  im- 
mersed in  water,  and  an  assemblage  of  grand 
and  more  devated  mountains  clothed  in  wood^ 
wMdi  occupy  the  central  parts.  The  vivid  green 
of  the  cane-helds,  which  I  beheld  on  its  southern 
and  eastern  shores,  and  in  the  apertures  between 
the  hills  or  on  their  sides,  was  beautifully  con- 
trasted by  the  sombre  shades  of  the  forest  wiiich 
covers  the  great  body  of  the  island.*'  Unlike 
the  mountains  of  St.  Vincent's,  which  are  ronnd^ 
off  into  something  of  a  regular  form,  those  of 
St  Lucia  are,  in  general,  sharp,  angular  and 
abrupt,  having  rude  and  craggy  summits,  broken 
into  lofty  pyramids,  of  naked  rocks  and  broken 
precipices.  On  the  south-west  shore,  are  two 
towering  conical  hills,  called  Sugar-loaves  by  the 
English,  and  JPitons  by  the  French,  which  seem 
to  the  voyager  as  if  Uiey  hung  siHspended  over 
the  waves,  and  aie  said  to  bear  an  exact  resem* 
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blance  to  the  two  peaks  of  the  Pyrenean  moan- 

tain  named  Canigou,  except  that  the  peaks  of 
Ibe  Caalgou  are  entirely  destitute  of  Terdure, 
which  18  not  the  case  with  the  Sugar-loaf  moun-* 
tains.  Subterraneous  fire  bas^  at  some  former 
but  distant  period,  been  active  in  St.  Lucia,  and 
the  traces  of  it  are  still  visible,  in  the  existence 
of  cratera,  hot  springs,  and  similar  volcanic  indi- 
qalioiw. 

That  the  climate  of  St.  Lucia  is  unhealthy, 
was  fatally  proved  by  the  mortality  which  rapidly 
thinned  the  ranks  of  the  British  troops  in  1781, 
and  also  after  the  con(|Licst  uf  the  colony  in  1794'. 
It  however,  certainly  less  unhealthy  than  it 
formerly  was.  The  baneful  iofloence  of  the  cli- 
mate is  attributed,  and  no  doubt  jut=tly,  to  two 
causes ;  the  thickness  of  the  woods,  and  the  stag- 
nation of  soitte  of  the  small  streams  into  marshy 
pools.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as  the  ground  is 
cleared,  a  free  circulation  of  air  is  procured,  and 
the  marshes  are  drained,  St  Lucia  will  become 
gradually  less  insalubrious,  till  at  length  it  will 
not  :be:more  subject  than.the  neighbouriog  islands 
to  the  ravages  of  disease. 

The  soil  of  St.  Lucia  is  fertile.  The  finest 
jMurt  of  thecolooy  is  the  south-west  quarter,  winch 
is  well  cultivated,  and  thickly  inhabited.  The 
interior  is  nearly,  desert*  The  productions  of  the 
iakod.BDeattgari  cefiee,  cocoa,  cotton  end  ind^ 
The  coftfr  is-said  lo  .be  superior  in  quality  to 
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that  of  Martinico.  Within  the  last  thirty  years 
the  quantity  of  produce  has,  perhaps,  been  more 
Aon  doubled.  In  17^9  the  population  was 
20,918  persons,  of  whom  2,159  were  whites. 
The  natural  effect  of  the  war  which  ensued, 
during  which  St.  Lucia  was  so  long  one  of  the 
chief  scenes  of  action,  was  the  destruction  of 
'  inany  estates,  the  death  or  banishment  of  many 
of  the  proprietors  and  slaves,  and  a  consequent 
diminution  in  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The 
population,  in  1814,  was  only  17,485,  of  whom 
1,210  were  whites.  Sifice  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  the  cession  of  the  colony  to  Great 
Britain,  it  is,  however,  believed  to  be  once  more 
increasing. 

The  name  of  St.  Lucia  is  derived  from  the 
saint's  day  on  which  it  was  discovered.  It  was 
not  till  1639  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  form 
a  settlement  on  this  island.  It  was  then  taken 
possession  of  by  the  English.  Ti^o  years  after- 
vrards,  however,  the  governor  and  most  of  the 
settlers  were  murdered  by  the  Charaibes,  and  the 
survivers  were  driven  out  The  French  at  Mar- 
tinico, dreading  the  proximity  of  their  rivals, 
were  supposed  to  have  been  the  stimulators  of 
the  Charaibes  to  this  act  of  barbarity.  They 
themselves,  nevertheless,  did  not  endeavour  to 
form  any  establishment  in  St.  Lucia  till  nearly 
ten  years  after  this  massacre  had  taken  place. 
In  1650  they  sent  over  a  small  number  of  colo- 
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xAsUf  acarody  ezceediog  forty,  with  a  governor 

at  theii  head.  But  the  Charaibes  were  not  more 
desirous  of  having  the  French  than  the  English 
as  thdr  neighbours ;  and  tbey  accordingly  cook 
menced  hostilities^  killed  two  of  the  French  go- 
vernors, and  conhned  the  colonists  within  narrow 
bounds.  Having  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
natives,  the  English,  in  1664,  again  landed,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  hundred,  and  obliged  the 
garrison  of  the  French  fort,  which  consbtod  of 
only  fourteen  men,  to  retire  to  Martinico.  The 
dysentery,  however,  made  such  havoc  among  the 
new  comers,  who  were  also  left  without  succours, 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  they  de- 
stroyed the  fort,  and  withdrew  from  the  island. 
For  half  a  century  subsequently  to  tbeir  depar* 
ture,  St.  Lucia  remained  unoccupied*  The 
governor  of  Barbadoes,  nevertheless,  used  fre- 
quently to  perform  the  ceremcoiy  of  landing,  aiid 
planting  the  royal  standard,  in  ord€;r  to  prevent 
any  dispute  as  to  the  right  of  sovereignly.  In 
1719  Marshal  d'Etrees  wished  to  form  an  esta- 
blishment, but  this  was  opposed  by  the  .British 
ministiy ;  and  three  years  afterwards,  George  Ihe 
First  made  a  grant  of  this  island,  and  likewise  of 
St.  Vincent's,  to  John,  Duke  of  Montague.  The 
duke  took  immediate  measures  for  carrying  the 
scheme  of  colonization  into  effect  on  a  magnifi- 
cent scale.    Under  convoy  ot  a  man  of  war,  he 
dispatched  six  vesselsi  with  a  party  coDsistiog  of 
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two  governors,  fifty-one  other  officers,  and  four 

hundred  and  twenty-five  individuals.  They  were 
liberally  provided  with  stores,  provisions,  artillery 
and  every  thing  that  was  necessary  for  an  inftni 
colony.  Useiul  artificers  and  workmen  were 
allmed  to  lend  then'  services  by  the  certainty  of 
an  ample  reward.  No  less  a  sum  than  forty  thou* 
sand  pounds  is  said  to  have  been  expended  in  the 
fitting  out  of  this  expedition.  The  settlers,  how- 
ever, had  no  sooner  begun  to  clear  the  ground 
for  a  fort,  than  they  received  a  notice  fi'oin  the 
governor  of  Martinico,  that  he  bad  orders  to 
dislodge  them  by  arms,  in  case  of  their  hesitating 
to  retire  within  fifteen  days.  This  notice  was 
backed  by  the  disembarkation  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men  from  Martinico  and  Guada* 
Joupc;  and,  as  the  EngUsh  were  too  weak  to 
cope  with  this  force,  they  consented  to  withdraw, 
on  condition  that  the  colony  should  be  left  in  its 
foru^  neutral  state,  till  the  two  crowns  should 
come  to  a  decision  on  the  subject  This  deci- 
sion was  not  given  till  the  year  1730,  when  the 
neutrality  of  St.  Lncia  was  admitted  by  both 
parties.  It  was  confirmed,  in  174S,  by  the  treaQr 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Notwithstanding  this  agree- 
ment, the  French  still  persisted  in  making  set- 
tlments,  and  this  conduct  they  continued  for 
many  years,  without  being  molested  by  the  Bri- 
tish.  At  length,  in  176^,  after  the  reduction  of 
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Martinico,  a  small  squadron  was  sent  against  St. 
Lucia^  which  was  compeiied  to  capitulate. 

By  the  treaty  of  Furis,  in  1763,  it  was  settled 
that  the  neutral  islands,  as  they  were  called, 
should  be  divided  between  Great  Britaio  and 
Fruice.  To  Great  Britain,  Dominica,  St  Vin- 
cent's and  Tobago  were  assigned ;  St.  Lucia  fell 
to  the  share  of  France.  The  French  cultivated 
their  new  acqaisition  with  such  spirit,  that  they  ' 
speedily  made  it  a  colony  of  considerable  value. 
In  the  year  1777,  it  contained  no  less  liian  fifty- 
three  sugar  plantations,  besides  nnmerons  plan- 
tauons  of  coffee,  cotton  and  cocoa;  it  had  a 
population  of  between  nineteen  and  twenty  thou* 
sand  individnals,  more  than  two  thousand  of 
wjiom  were  whites ;  and  the  value  of  its  exports 
was  three  millions  of  livres^  b^ng  neariy  a  huu' 
dred  and  thirty-four  thousand  pounds. 

Such  was  the  state  of  St.  Lucia  when,  in 
1778,  a  war  onee  more  brdte  out  between  the 
rival  nations.  Having  received  a  considerable 
reinforcement  from  Sir  Henry  Qintoo,  who  was 
then  at  New  Yoric,  the  British  commanders  in 
the  Wc:Dt  Tiidies  resolved  to  employ  a  [)ai  t  of  it, 
under  Major-general  Grant,  in  the  conquest  of 
St.  Lucia.  When  they  came  to  this  resoldtion^ 
they  were  not  aware  that  it  would  place  the 
ships  and  troops  in  a  situation  of  extreme  peril, 
from  which,  however,  they  would  ultimately  ex- 


Digitized  by  Google 


BRITISH  COLONIES. 

tricate  themselves  with  more  than  equal  glory. 
The  landing  was  effected,  in  the  Grand  Cul  de 
Sac,  oathe  evening  of  the  thirteenth  of  Decern-  . 
lier,  by  Brigadier-generals  Meadows  and  Pres- 
cot.  The  Chevalier  de  Micoud»  whose  force 
was  quite  incompetent  to  a  protracted  resistaao^ 
was  speedily  driven  from  all  the  posts  in  the  vi- 
cioity,  .among  which  were  the  Vigie  and  Morne 
Fpr^pe^  As  the  British  advanced,  they  care- 
fully secured  all  the  heights,  and  amply  manned 
the  l^atteries)  a  precaution  which,  though  it  then 
seemed  to  be  dictated  by  an  excess  of  pnidencei 
was  afterwards  mainly  conducive  to  the  safety  of 
both  the  fleet  and  army.  The  peninsular  po- 
sition of  the  Vigie»  at  the  extremity  of  the  £Dglish 
line,  was  occupied  by  thirteen  hundred  men, 
under  General  JVIeadows,  while  the  principal 
part  of  the  army,  under  (Cjeneral  Grant,  was  st»f 
tioned  on  the  hills,  between  the  Carenage  and 
the  bay  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  which  the 
fleet  w|i$  at  anchor* 

By  a  singular  coincidence  it  had  happened, 
that  the  Jfrench  fleet  of  twelve  large  ships  the 
lino,  under  D'Estaing,  sailed  from  Boston,  od  the 
same  day  that  the  liritish  fleet,  greatly  inferior 
iu  str^gth,  sailed  hrom  Sandy  Uooke,  and  that, 
for  a  part  of  thdr  course,  they  sailed  in  parallel 
and  not  distant  lines,  towards  the  West  Indies. 
A  violent  gale,  during  which  Commodore  Ho- 
tham  kept  hb  ships  together,  while  diose  of 
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D  Estaing  were  clis[)cr-sed,  at  once  saved  the 
£Dgli»h  vessels  from  falling  in  with  their  too 
powerful  adversaries^  and  enabled  them  to  reach 
the  West  Indies  before  D'Estaing,  and  to  form 
a  juncticm  with  Admiral  Barriogtoo.  The  squa^ 
dron,  however,  even  after  the  junction^  consisted 
of  only  one  seventy-four,  one  seventy,  two  sixty- 
fourS}  two  fifties^  and  three  frigates.  It  was  now 
lying  in  the  hay  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  inter- 
mixed witli  the  transports,  which  there  had  not 
been  time  to  remove  round  to  the  harbour  of  the 
Carenage. 

D'Estaing's .  squadron  was  intended  to  be 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Greiuda  and  St 
Yincent's,  in  the  first  place;-  after  which  it  was 
to  fall  upon  any  of  the  English  colonies  that 
might  appear  to  be  defenceless.  The  force  with 
which  this  was  to  be  achieved  consisted  of  about 
nine  tiiousand  men,  partly  sent  from  FratKe,  aiKi 
partly  collected  in  the  French  islands.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  men  of  war,  he  was  joined  at  Marti- 
nico  by  a  crowd  of  transports,  privateers  and 
frigates.  At  Martinico  he  learned  that  St.  Lucia 
was  attacked,  and  il  is  probable  that  he  heard  the 
news  with  pleasure^  as  this  attack  seemed  to 
afford  him  an  opportunify  of  catching  the  Bri-> 
tbh  fleet  and  army  as  it  were  in  li  net,  and  thus 
striking  a  blow,  which  could  scarcely  fail  to  be 
decisive. 

Fortunately  for  his  antagonistSi  it  was  so 


Digitized  by  Google 


BRITISH  COLONIBS. 

late  in  the  day  When  D*£8taiog  appeared  off  St 
Lucia,  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  wait  till  the 
following  morning,  before  he  commenced  his 
operations.  Admiral  BarriogtOQ  availed  himself 
of  this  delay,  to  station  the  transports  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Cul  de  Sac,  and  to  moor  his  ships 
in  a  line  at  the  entrance,  flanked  by  two  bat- 
teries, one  on  each  side  of  the  harbour.  By  th^ 
morning  his  defensive  preparations  were  com« 
pleted.  D'Estaittg  was  as  yet  ignorant  that  the 
Vi^,  which  commands  the  Carenage,  was  in 
the  power  of  tlie  invaders,  and  therefore,  with 
the  view  of  landing  bis  troops,  and  erecting  ba^ 
teries  on  the  heights,  to  drive  the  British  from 
the  Cul  de  Sac,  he  bent  his  course  towards  the 
harbour  of  the  CamMge.  He  was  received  there 
by  a  discharge  of  artillery,  which  convinced  him 
that  nothing  could  be  done  in  that  quarter.  After 
some  hesitation,  he  bore  down  upon  the  British 
squadron  with  ten  sail  of  the  line,  and  com- 
menced a  vigorous  attack,  in  which,  however,  he 
was  (^lantly  repulsed.  At  four  in  the  after- 
noon he  renewed  the  en^asjement,  with  twelve 
sail,  and  continued  it  with  more  perseverance, 
and  a  heavier  weight  of  fire^  but  with  no  better 
success.  He  was  finally  driven  back  in  confu- 
sion, without  having  made  the  smallest  impres- 
sion on  his  opponents.  On  the  next  day  he 
appeared  to  bo  disposed  to  letarii  to  the  combat; 
but|  at  length,  instructed  by  bis  two  defeats,  he 
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changed  his  mind,  stood  to  wiadwardy  anchored 
in  Gros  Islet  Bay,  and  employed  that  night  and 

the  following  uiqi  ning  in  disembarking  the  troops. 
It  was  now  the  turn  of  the  French  soldiery  to  try 
what  they  coukl  achieve  ag^nst  an  enemy  by 

;whom  then  naval  armament  had  already  been 
foiled. 

The  plan  of  the  Frmich  generals  was,  to  seuse 
on  the  heights  which  conanuiided  the  Cui  cie 
Sac,  and,  by  means  of  a  bombardment,  to  com^ 
pel  the  Britidi  squadron  to  quit  its  present 
anchorage.  To  their  great  disappointment,  how- 
ever, they  found  those  hdghts  so  stron^y  occu- 
pied by  General  Grant,  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  them  to  carry  tlieir  plan  into  effect,  without 
risking  a  battle  on  disadvantageous  terms,  lliis 
was  a  risk  which  they  did  not  ehoose  to  en- 
counter. As  their  first  project  was  become  im- 
practicable^ they  determined  to  bend  their  effiirts 
against  General  Meadows,  whose  position  could 
receive  no  other  support  from  the  main  body  of 
the  .army  than  what  was  given  by  two  batteries 

on  the  soutl)  side  ui  the  CarcnaL^r^  and  who,  if 
overpowered,  was  without  the  means  of  retreat, 
it  was  thought  that  the  cutting  off  of  this  divi- 
sion, an  event  which  appeared  liighly  probable, 
could  not  £eu1  to  decide  the  contest  in  favour  of 
the  French. 

Leaving  about  four  thousand  of  his  troops, 
t0  prevent  General  Grant  from  detaching  any 
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part  of  his  force  to  interrupt  their  operational  the 
FreDch  generals,  on  the  18th  of  February,  led 
five  thousand  men  to  storm  the  lines  which  the 
firitish  had  thrown  up  to  cover  the  pontioo  of 
the  Yi^.  They  advanced  in  three  columns, 
the  right  headed  hy  the  Count  D'Estaing,  the 
centre  M.  de  Lovendahl^  the  rig^t  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bouill6.  As  the  columns  approach- 
ed the  position  of  General  Meadows,  they  were 
enfiladed  by  the  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Carenage,  and  sufiered  severely.  They,  never- 
theiesSy  rushed  to  the  assault  of  the  lines  with 
impetuous  bravery.  The  coohms  and  firmness 
of  the  defenders  were,  however,  more  than  a 
match  tor  the  impetuosity  of  the  assailants.  Not 
a  shot  was  fired  by  the  British  till  the  columns 
were  at  the  foot  of  the  entrenchmisnts.  One  de- 
structive volley  was  then  poured  in,  and  the 
French  were  reodved  on  the  pouit  of  the  bayooeL 
The  struggle  was  long  and  terrible.  At  last  the 
French  were  driven  back  willi  heavy  slaugiiter ; 
seventy  of  them  are  said  to  have  fallen  within 
the  works  on  the  very  first  onset  In  spite  <^ 
this  herce  repulse,  they  paused  only  to  rally  and 
recover  breath,  and  then  hurried  back  with  un- 
diminished fury.  The  second  conflict  was  no 
less  violent  than  the  first.  It  terminated  in  the 
same  manner  as.  the  first  had  done.  Though 
their  ranks  were  sorely  thinned  by  this  double 
discomfiture,  they  were  induced  by  their  ieadtirs 
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to  make  a  third  cbai^.  But  they  had  do  longer 
thai  ardour  which  originally  inspired  them.  They 

were  speedily  broken,  overwhelmed,  and  scattered 
io  comfHete  and  irretrievable  disorder.  Their 
dead  and  wounded  even  were  left  in  the  hands 
of  llie  victors.  The  battle  being  over,  however, 
M.  D'£staing  <  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
General  Meadows,  by  Which  he  was  suffered  to 
bury  tlie  slain,  and  to  carry  away  the  wounded, 
on  condition  that  the  latter  should  be  considered 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

So  great  a  slaughter  has  seldom  taken  place 
in  so  short  a  time.  Its  amount  exceeded  the 
number  of  the  English  troops.  Four  hundred 
men  were  slain  on  the  spot ;  five  hundred  were 
80  desperately  wounded  as  to  be  disabled  fipom 
service ;  and  six  hundred  more  received  wounds 
of  a  slighter  kind.  The  loss  of  the  victors  was 
comparatively  as  trifling,  and  not  a  single  officer 
was  among  the  killed. 

This  blow  seems  to  have  had  the  effect  of 
absolutdy  palsying  all  the  foculties  of  M.  D*£s- 
taing.  He  was  still  far  superior  in  naval  and 
ipilitary  strength  to  the  British ;  he  was  master 
of  the  sea,  with  a  French  colony,  that  of  Marti- 
nico,  close  at  iiarid,  whence  he  could  draw  re- 
sources; and  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud  still  held 
a  part  of  the  posts  in  St  Lucia ;  yet  M.  D'Es- 
taing  could  not  rouse  his  courage  to  any  further 
exertions.   Without  any  apparent  object,  unless 
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he  imagined  that  his  presence  would  do  what  his 
arms  had  failed  to  accomplish^  he  lingered  teo/ 
days  inactive  upon  the  island,  and  then  embark- 
ed his  troops,  and  resigned  it  to  its  fate.  The 
Chevalier  de  Micoud  was  now  bereft  of  all  hope, 
and  accordingly,  before  the  squadron  of  M. 

D'Estaing  was  out  of  sight,  he  surrendered  the 
colony  to  the  British  commanders,  from  whom 
he  oblained  more  favourable  terms  tba^,-  in  his 

defenceless  situation,  he  had  any  reason  to  expect. 

Notwithstanding  the  disasters  which,  during 
the  war,  the  British  sustained  in  the  West  Indies, ' 
they  kept  possession  of  St.  Lucia.    The  French 
landed  a  body  of  troops,  in  May  1781,  but,  find- 
ing that  every  thing  was  prepared  to  give  them  ^ 
a  rude  reception,  they  thought  proper  to  re- 
embark.   The  colony,  however,  proved  fatal  to 
very  'many  of  the  flower  of  the  English  troops, 
who  sank  beneath  the  malignant  influence  of  its 
noxious  climate.    As  a  colonial  acquisition  it 
fully  answered  the  expectations  of  its  conquerors. 
From  the  time  that  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
British,  ft^  prosperity  rapidly  encreased,  90  that, 
in  the  year  i78S,  its  exports  amounted  in  value  ' 
to  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling,  and 
its  imiports  to  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand  ' 
poundii.'  '■ 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  St.  Lucia  was  restored 
to- France.  In  the  year  1788  it  wai  visited  by 
ft' tremendous  hurricane,  during  the  continuance 
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(^;f         ^qunk^  tpqk  riW  Mfa»i4. 

tot  have  destroyed  several  hundred  of  the  ii^habi; 
tBif\Uf    The  subfi^qpept  history,  of  the.  c^l^A 

this,  volume, 

St,  Luci^  iS;  divwji^  k^Jf^^cleven  psu^isl^fjs  % 
di^Ufi^  wjiiph  bear,  the  nanfv^  of  CMfries,  Aqe^^ 

la^Rayc,  Souftriere,  Choiseul,  Laborie,VieiLX  Fort, 
Aj^oud,  Pra^lio^.  O'limj^,  Dauphin,,  s^iu^^Gros, 
Islet*   The^  .iuost  populous ;  districts,  arraipgedia 
the  order  of  the  population,  aic  thoseiof  Souff^iere,  , 
Castri^f,  La^Qsif,.  Gfj)aJ|t^:,VicjWL,Forf*  ao^, 
ChoiseMU  tb^  ^r$t>of  wbic^  has  4»U6  inhabit- 
ants, and  the  last  1^40^    The.  capital  of  the  , 
isjfl^  ^^e,>ova^4;Qa8t^i^,^  i^Uc^,is:fiipff^^ 
at  the,  extremity  of  thie^harbpi^r  of  th|e  Carenagp, , 
but  is  small^  a^d  coptaiD^, nothing  thi^^  is  worthy 

^aoisw-  iti.^^*tetoiiy.  Ww^d^^  Oft/ 

tb(i;,a|^tii  of  April^  18J4>  hut  ,  has  since  , 
rebuilt^     Souffriere,  the  former,  cap||^|,,  lijs^^, 
co)Oj^dembly.^fthef;,to;^         a^^is  regi)i4)li« 
destitif t/e,  o^ .  ren^^rkable .  objects.    The  harboiif ; 
of  tl)e  Carep|i||^^is.aij  ex^elieot  one*,  l^^s  ui^. 
•^ftifle,  bx,aB„epcmj  ,w>o^.i8,»ot.  m^8tf«:^of.jtl|% 
surrounding, heights;  it  haS;a;«t,ifficie|&t  4eptl>  of  • 
^*^-»ftfi  a  ,g9P^  ^>ttpa?,;  .it  i^  free  iipm  tbqj. 
worms  which  are  so  destructive  to  shipping ;  it  haj^c 
three  admirable  carpening  places,  and  is  capaci- 
ous e^Q^gh  tQ  a#ord.pipteQti(^  frpoi^huixiccm^^^ 
w^bo^itlte  l«Wfr|bV^  / 

sail  of  the  line^  which  can  go  out  widi  a^y  wj^, 
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so  that  the  largest  squadron  may  be  ia  the  lofhng 
iii  les^'  diah  ad  hour,  lliese  circumstances!|  and 
the  nearness  of  l^t:  ttlcii"  to  *the  colony  of* Mar- 
tinicOy  render  the  island  of  infinite  value  as  a 
naval  s^tion,  and  would  Wve  jusimed  the  British 
ministry  in  selecting  it  as  an  object  of  cession 'to ' 
this  country,  even  were  it  of  less  importance  than 
It  really  »  inf  a  colonial  point  of  view« 

....  •  ^' 

TOBAGiO;- 

B^t^^^en  the  elOT^th  aiAl  'twelfliii  d^rees  of 
tmt'  \k^m;-  ai^  tW  tiftv-ntnth '  and  sixti^^' 

degrees  of  west  longitude,'  about  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  nortlhi  of  THdidad;'  is  kkakted  the  islahd  of 
Tobago,  which  is  the  most  soiftherly  of  all  the* 
Caribbee  islands.    The  length  of  it  is  thi'rty^two  ' 
miles,  and  the  ^atesi  breadth  is  thirteen*  To-" 
ba go  has  little  gcolosicat  resemblance  to  the  rest 
of  the  Caribbean  chain.  The  land  near  the  sea  is 
level,  particularly  in  the  west'antt  sou^wes'f, 
an'd  thougli  the  interior  is  mountainous,  yet  the 
mountains  are  not  broken  and  ang^ular>  but' 
roiiiid^  ill  their  Forms/and  regularly  sloptSd  iT^di" 
their  bases  to  their  siiuiinks.    From  these  eriii- ' 
nences  a  number  of  stream's  descend,  along  the 
pleasant  intervenm^  vauies,  m  all  directions. 
.  IVfr.  Haiiiiltoii,  who  had  often  traversed  '  the' 
country,  assured  SiVWilliam  Yoiing  that  there 
was  no  musr€^9L  rock,  and  scarcely  a  large  stone, 
to' be  fbuiid,  excep t* upon' me* coasts  and  the 
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beach.  The  aaoie  has  been  remarked  by  a  more 
recent  traTeller.  Volcanic  fire  seems  never  to 
have  been  felt  here ;  but  the  shape  of  tlie  hills 
plainly  indicates  the  long  continued  presence  of 
water,  acting  in  rotatory  and  nndolatory  cur- 
rents. 

Tobago  has  a  healthy  climate^  and  the  heat 

is  not  so  violent  as  it  might  be  supposed  to  be 
from  the  proximity  of  the  equator.  It  ha§  like- 
wise the  advantage  of  lying  out  of  the  track  of 
the  hurricanes.  The  soil  is  light,  fertile,  and  of 
coosiderable  depth*  Sugar-canes  and  cotton  are 
its  chief  produce»  but  coffise  and  indigo  are  also 
cultivated.  The  savannahs  alTord  abundant  food 
for  cattle,  and  the  woods  in  the  interior  contain 
plenty  of  excellent  timber,  of  various  kinds.  Pi- 
mento has  heen  raised  with  success,  though  the 
culture  of  it  is  now  abandoned  for  that  of  sugar,  * 
and  there  is  a  species  of  cmnamgn  which  grows 
wild  in  the  woods. 

When  Tobago  was  £rst  discovered  by  Co-  . 
lumbus^from  whom  it  received  its  name^  it  was 
inhabited  by  a  native  race  of  Indians.  These 
Indians  were  almost  always  at  war  with  the 
Ai^waukSy  who  dwelt  on  the  neiglibouring 
continent,  and  were  at  last  so  much  harassed  by 
diem,  that  th^  abandoned  their  homes,  and  took  . 
shelter  in  St.  Vincent's.  Charles  the  First  is 
said  to  have  made  a  grant  of  Tobago,  in  1628, 
to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Monlgomery,  but 
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it  does  not  appear  that  the  earl  took  any  steps  to 
avail  himself  of  this  donation.    The  island  re* 
mained  oninhabited  for  many  years,  till,  in  1659, 
a  company  of  merchants  of  Flushing,  commenced 
a  settlement  upon  it,  of  two  hundred  persons^  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  New  Walcheren«  The  colo- 
nists were  not  suffered  to  continue  long  in  quiet. 
In  ]634^  before  they  had  compleled  a  forfr  which 
they  had  begun,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Spa* 
niards  and  Indians  of  Trinidad,  who  massacred 
many  of  them,  destroyed  the  fort,  and  carried  off 
prisoners  a!!  who  could  not  eflfect  thdr  escape 
into  the  woods.    When  the  Spaniards  were  de- 
partedy  the  survivors  g^ve  up  all  hope  of  estab- 
lishing  themselves,  and  returned  to  Holland. 

For  twenty  years  the  island  was  suffered  to 
lie  in  a  desert  state.  At  length,  in  1654,  Adrian 
and  Cornelius  Lampsins,  merchants  of  Flushing, 
who  were  the  founders  of  the  Dutch  colony  in 
St  Martin's,  obtained  from  the  State»-Genend  a 
grant  of  Tobago.  They  appointed  Hubert  de 
Beveren  as  governor,  who  fixed  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment in  Rockly  Bay,  where  Scarborough 
now  stands.  Under  the  protecting  and  enlight- 
ened care  of  the  Lampsins,  and  the  wise  adminis^ 
tration  of  de  Beveren^  the  colony  soon  attaiDed 
to  a  considerable  degree  of  prosperity.  About 
the  same  time  that  the  Dutch  settled  at  Rockly 
Bay,  the  Duke  of  Courland,  who  was  asiming  to 
become  a  commercial  power,  resolved  to  form  a 
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cplony  in  Tol^a^o,        io  pursuance  of  this 
solijiUon,  he  ^ent  o?eT    hundred  familios,  who 
landed  in  a  bay,  which  still  bears  the  name  of 

fpnmr^  yf\th  a  je^^ous  eye,  and  a  slight  skirmish 

toolc  plape  betv\  een  ihcm  and  the  Courlanders,  a 

^g\^^PP^  Jiopvj^r,  sooip  flfiade  bpt^eep 
thenT,  not  to  moles^  each  ptji^,       to  re^r  tljp 

fe3Reqtiy<;  ^oycre^gns.  gi^j,  in  16^9,  tfie  duke 
having  been  deprfyed  pf  feis  stafj?^  J^y  ^hp  k|ng  o/" 

^^^P  ^  tbe  work  pf  9ppliation,  by  jcompelling 
the  Courlan^efs  fo  g^ve  up  Fort  Jap}^|,  w^P^ 
1?^  Qop^tri^tpfi  fgr  dpfenp^  qf  their 
settlement  in  tfic  Bay  of  Courl^nd.  Th^  do- 
111  in  ions  of  the  duke  weri?  rfg^tocg^  to  J)}ffl  fc|y  tt^ 
flf  Qliv^  bi^^  tb§  St^i^-Pep^r^l  rpfu^ip^ 
\p  \k\en  to  his  clairps  upon  Tobago,  he  fn\prf4 
into  a  treaty  \yuh  Charjq^  Sepppd,  l)y  ij^bip^ 
h?  put  iiifiicijslf  finder  (he  prc^fectipp  of  tliat  raft- 
m^^y  consented  to  hojd  th§  isj^nd  {)f 
upon  certaip  cpf^cjitiofl?.  ^ 

^Jftfr^  llftm?''^       ^y<?r  done  ip  cofn^p;- 
^(  ll^i?  tfg^Jty,  ai^^  tljc  Laii^psins  re: 
inained  ii^  fp^ipu  ot  ^fi  p^ppy  till  the  ^eaj 
iflimp^^t^d,  ^;5pcep.|  in  }672,  when  Sif 
Tobi^  Bridges,  yyitif^  i^i^  ships,  froui  Barbadoea, 
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having  broke^'dlut,  betWiEfen  Fr&tade 'and  HoUandi 
^  Count  D'Etocies^  Mth  k  Freach  s^uSailrt^, 

ed  u  body  of  troops,  t6  assault  the  lE)utch  forts, 
l^hite  tte  tix^  tbo^  ei^ed,  hh  bore 
doMi:  iifA)ii  the  INttdi  flc^c,  litMer  Jiaiilliia 
Bihied,  Which  was  at  anchor  in  the  bdy.  A 
tMiUe  togigetnetit  edibeft,  iii  which  elich  siM 
m  shijps,  tad  k  gMt  hmfalwr  cif  meo, 

in  consequence  of  it  Frehch  Vessel  hliving  taken 
lUki  th^         from  which  t^ere  cMiitiumcatod 
lolM«bfpddftH«  Diiteb.  thto  hd^ti^  fct  ihe 
dose  of  the  naval  battle  was,  however;  tih  the 
Mdt$     th6  ai»8fldiatits.   It  v^as  iidt  ib  in  the  it- 
IMltt  iipoh  tN^  fort   The  Ffericifaf  ^^feire*  di^ee 
tim^  repulsed,  and  were  at  length  compelled  to^ 
iMUti  tad  M-^mbttrk;   in  Deoedib^  they  r&* 
luhM       4Mtl<Ml  ibrck,  dnA  6^^^  Fblt 
liimpiins,  the  magazine  of  which  beiiig  bloWn 
#  by  the  Hatd  bomb  that  watf  throWii;  ndo'ly 
ffi^  ^h^  6f  ft«  W<yrU  wer^  hmU;  antf  t£b 
besieged  were,  6f  course,  compellecl  to  stkr^ndei^. 
Adibirai  BUtk^  perilled  by  this  expldfita.  Tih 
Meny  ivas  6Mcaa<M  by  th6  Bbt^K  oh*  Afe  lUnk 
of  December,  and  the  island  once  more  bectaife  . 
4n  aninbabited  desert^  the  French  not  chodiiii^ 
to  establish  themselves  upon  it:  Tfius'  was  1^ 
complished  the  ruin  of  this  flourishing  settlement, 
Mbiidi,  all  the  ^edod  when  it  1M1  emqteM, 
U^d  a  population  of  twelve  hundred'  opd- 
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leiit»  industriouft  aod^mpectable  uriMtntaatii  who 

appear  to  have  been  governed,  and  to  have  acted 
towards  each  other,  with  a  spirit  of  equity  and 
kiodnm^  wkich  dumot  too  highly  be  pndsed.  , 
Two  feeble  and  fruitless  attempts,  shortly 
after  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  and  in  wece 
inade  by  the  dukes  of  Courland,  to;  procure  colo- 
nists in  England,  for  the  purpose  of  resettling 
Tobago.    The  den  ise  of  the  last  of  the  dukes 
of  the  house  of  Kettlcr,  which  took  friace  io 
1737,  put  an  end  to  ail  claims  from  that  quarter, 
JBy  the  treaty  of  Aix  ia  ChapcUe,  the  island  was 
specified  as  one  of  those  which  were  to  be  cone 
sidered  as  neutral ;  but,  by  the  treaty  of  PariSi  in 
1763,  Tuba^  as  well  as  St.  Vincent^s  and  Do- 
Qiiniea»  was  gyvea  up  in  full  sovereigpty  to  the 
British  crown.  The  English  commenced  the  co- 
lonization of  it  in  1765^  and  so  vi^ously  did 
they  pursue  their  object  that,  in  twelve  yeera^  the 
population  was  raised  to  twelve  thousand  persons. 
A  further  proof  of  their  strenuous  exertions  is  af- 
forded hy  the  quantity  of  produce  which  ibej 
shipped  to  the  parent  country.   In  the  year  1770 
their  exports  were  little  more  than  ^  £000  i  but 
jn  die  year  1778  they  had  swelled  to  the  fl]»n  ,of 
£95fiS4! ;  their  imports  at  tlie  ^ame  time  an)Ount- 
ing  to  nearly  i:^3,000. 

Such  was  the  flourishing  state  of  the  cploDy 
when,  m  J781,  it  was  attacked  by  the  French, 
who  had  akeady  wrestc4  froia  us.^ven|,l.of  our 
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.W«8t-Iiid»n  Mauds.-  It  was  on  the  twenty-third 

of  May  that  a  smal)  hostile  squadron  appeared 
Q&  tb€  ifiiandi  having,  oa  board  between  two  and 
fliree  thousand  men^:  imder  General '  Blanche, 
lande.  To  oppose  this  force,  Governor  Ferguson 
iiad  not  more  than  four  hundred  and  thirty  men^ 
jof  whom  not  one  half  were  regular  troops.  Being 
foiled  in  their  endeavours  to  land  in  Minister 
Bay,  and  also  in  B4)ckly  Bay,  the  enemy  stood 
round  to  the  west  of  the  island,  and  disembarked 
,in  Great  Courland  Bay.    After  having  sent  an 
.express  . to  Barbadoes  for  succour,  the  governor 
alratndolied  Scarborough,  and  retired  with  fais 
scanty  band  to  the  post  of  Concordia.    Some  of 
the,  plants  dbplayed*  on  this  occasion,  a  truly 
BritiBh  3(Mt  Mr;.CoHow  fired  his  own  canes 
to  retard  the  march  of  the  enemy,  and  Mr, 
.Cbaries  Low  did  die  same  with  respect  to  his 
dwelling-house  and  other  hinldingg.  In  order  to 
deprive  the  governor  of  a  part  of  his  means  of 
defiflpce^  M.  Blanchelande  issued  a  prodamatioD, , 
threatening  the  plasters  widi  the  plundering  and 
confiscation  of  their  estates,  if  they  did  not  return 
to  them  within  twenty-^four  hours.   He  likewise 
summoned  the  governor  to  surrender^  oflering,  at 
the  same  time,  to  grant  any  terms  which  mi^ 
.he  demanded*  Hb  threat  and  his  summons  were 
alike  disregarded.    < , 

The  obstinacy  of  the  British  leader  induced 
Mt.  Qlimchelaode  to  dtepatch  a  cutter  ,  to  Mar- 
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plaonedip  in  the  meanwhile,  a  night  attack  upon 
post  ci  Concosdia;*  bqt»  ike  gindet  lHiVil% 
joialed  his  Iroops,  k  «Bd  not  take  afid 
now  resolved  to  suspend  his  operations,  til4  th^ 
iffiival  of  midiriiMMil  aanhers  thoaM  inMiB  Mk 
success.  The  goveniory  tm  kit  wde^  equaU>f  Utt^ 
toi^d  himaelf  with  the  hope  ot  succour.  He  was 
•ppriaod,  OD  Ihe  tbatiath,  dial  Admiial  Drtike 
was  on  his  way  from  Barbadoes^  with  six  iill  <iC 
the  line  and  three  frigates,  bringing  5M  Aien, 
under  General  Stow.  This  aid  hid^  btmem, 
been  so  tardily  furnished,  as  to  render  \t  of  tio 
avail.  The  whole  French  ^et  had  had  time  to 
bear  down  from  MartinioOy  and  AdmM  Diakn 
was  compelled  by  this  superiority  of  force  t4- 
jinquish  the  design  of  relieving  Tobago* 

M.  Blnncbelande  was^  of  tfonrte,  naf  snl$eoled 
to  the  same  kind  of  disappointment  that  Gover- 
nor Ferguson  had  experienced.  On  the  last  day 
of  May,  the  Marquis  da  BooilMi  laad«d  in  OM^ 

.land  Bay,  wiili  about  half  the  number  of  trodjWs 
tbat  were  already  on  shore,  and assuoied  the 
niand  of  te  whole  iifiitod  foroffr 

The  position  &i  Concordia  beiDg  too  etttnr- 
sive  to  be  any  danger  tenable  the  gs^ernor^  be- 
§mm  day  bmk  aft  tftia  fuilriA^  of  tll^  flm  #f 
June,  silently  withdrew  to  that  Of  Cal^dorii*, 
wbiakisisitMtodon  a  iiig|e^  mtf  ^  4ielilre  of 
Haa  idndv  and'b  aofttlMfediad  lit 

^ 
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by  ii^pcoetri^l^e  yfSioA^  m  tp  be  ^ipq^  mfXQ9^ 
sibliQ,  except  kj  9^m4  4U         ip  l69gM»» 

so  narrow  that  two  men  cannot  walk  in  it  abreast. 

9/  ,tfei?  iflipyowirt  li^  iH||?ue4  Ihf  but 
^^thput  eflfect,  as  .Ihey  Jiad  piaed  thp  jiUif^  <rf 
faiiD  by  four  oaiies.  £x&aDecfttfid  at  hftiiiff  Ikus 
fp^^^^  he  bad  recourse  tp  ^  sort  of  waifei^piprlucb 

4}^&^9?M  P?      ^  ft  Vf^m  mi  *  ^Wier, 

HiPf^  a  j^ii^i^il^pCNil^  imb  tii^  iNOde  of 

cqodt^c^  which  he  had  h}ti^r\Q  pm^pi  in  the 
)y;€9]t  Inrfie^.    He  o;.def/^4  (jfrp  p.lflifitftj^om  tP  be 

!iMMi)^y        to       ihm)  four  ixw«  tp  pn- 

ll^rgp  the  saipe  fate  within  &yj  hour? ;  and  thw 
fg(  pf  |?^rbai1tj  was     he  repeal;  ftt  a  kkp  io- 

tgrrf}  ^  tiinf>  t»U  ^boiild  eitb^  be 

surrendeie^,  pr  every  y?3tig§  fiuUiv^tjoq  b^  ut- 
terly d^fitrpyed, 

With  the  mtpt^f^  of  ^^t*i5kipg  the  ©ritwb 

pp/ll,  the  ^fprquis  ^50  endeavoured  to  induce 
two  pf  th^  planter^  Ip  ^t  ^g^id^^  tp  hi$  truQp$. 

UigWy  to  ^eir  bapwr,  thqr  9tea4ily  refined  tp 

l^nd  hin[i  their  assistance.    Mr.  Orr,  though  he 
^^^ll^^d  ^^tU  the  burn^qg  of  his  boiii^ 

^ith        apd  tlhougb^  the  pleoti^tioQ^ 

of  his  neighbours  were  in  flames  aroi^nd  him, 
^i(^<^MMu<^^4  Qf  ^ltimidated  U>  do  mgu|f 
t^Wl  <Q  pweed  tp,  ^  firii^h.  ceoH^  with  m 

officer  bearing  a  flag  of  iruq^,    Mr.  Turner,  a 

Pf^ffii^t^X'  of    Yioc^t  ixba  ve^  thqa 
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to,  and  whose  whole  property  was  at  the  merey 
of  the  Frencbi  displayed  the  same  noble  firmness. 
He  agreed  to  accompany  the  flag^  and  as  nothing 
more  could  be  gained,  this  was  accepted ;  but, 
^ding  that  along  mih  the  flag  the  marquis  was 
attempting  to  push  forward  a  body  of  troops,  be 
peremptorily  declined  pointing  out  the  road,  and 
the  French  general  was  compelled  to  ^ve  up  this 
part  of  his  plan,  and  send  his  messenger  alone. 

The  incendiary  proceeding  of  the  marquis 
was,  however,  productive  of  the  desired  effect. 
Willing  as  the  planters  were  to  resbt,  while 
there  was  a  hope  that  resistance  would  be  suc- 
r^^sful,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected,  or  indeed 
wished,  that  they  would  hbld  out,  when  there 
seemed  be  no  probability  that  their  sacrifices 
and  eiiorts  could  have  any  other  result  than  to 
involve  themselves  and  their  femilies  in  irretriev^ 
able  ruin.  It  did  not  appear  that  there  was  the 
slightest  chance  of  their  receiving  succour^  they 
were  nearly  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  had  no 
covering  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
their  property  was  consuming  before  their  eyesy 
and  they  were  completely  surrounded  by  a  for* 
midable  force,  which  consisted  of  veteran  troops, 
and  could  be  indefinitely  augmented.  It  iS| 
therefore,  not  to  wondered  at  that  the  militia 
now  declared  to  the  governor  that  they  were  re- 
solved to  lay  down  tiidr  arms.  The  governor 
did  ittt  in  his  poirei^  to  change  ttnek  resolutiony 
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but  h»  etoqaeiice  ms  es^i^  ia  Taia;  A  capi- 
tulation was  accordingly  signed,  on  the  evening 
cf  the  ^si  q{  June,  and  the  FreQi;h  tbeneby  be- 
came maslm  of  Tobago,  The  terms  must  be 
owned  to  have  been  sufficiently  favourable,  espe- 
cially if  we  take  into  account  the  deserted  and 
desperate  sibiatioa  in  which  the  ooloay  was 

placed.  The  civil  government,  laws,  customs 
and  ordinances  of  the  island  were  preserved  un* 
touched;  property  and  religion  were  respected ; 

the  ports  were  allowed  to  be  open  to  all  ships, 
for  six  months ;  and  vaiious  other  privileges  were 
gcanted;  doubtless  with  the  view  of  padoally 

rcconcilix^  the  colonists  to  the  dominaiioa  of 
France. 

Sir  George  Rodney  was  the  British  adqairal 
who  then  commanded  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
considerable  bhun^was  attributed  to  hira^for  the 
loss  of  Tobago.  It  was  urged,  that  he  had  neg- 
lected to  avail  himself  of  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunttyi  not  only  of  succouring  the  island,  but  also 
of  destroying  the  small  squadron  by  which  the 
troops  undei  M,  Blanchelande  had  been  landed. 
The  voyagBi  it  was  said,  from  Tobago  to  Bar* 
badoes  and  back,  might  be  performed  in  less 
than  half  the  time  of  that  to  Martinico  and  back; 
firou  Barbadocs  it  mi^  be  accomplished  in 
twenty-four  hours;  and  yet,  though  he  was  lying 
at  Barbadoes  with  twenty-one  sail  of  the  line, 
and  though  intellige&^of  the  i^yasiqn  was  trans* 


vm\!b  tti  MWrtlhiio'foii^  reiniorcemcntt,  all  that 
be'  had  dMe  was'  to  send  Adniiral  DraU  with- 

salHtig  with  hi^  own,  to  rescue  the  colony  from  - 
the  btfiidsdf  tfai&Fre&ehV'  Siieh^wltt'ihc;  langil^ 

does  riot  appear  that  the  British  admiral '  ever 

im^e  remarkable,  as  the  mannet*  iiv  which  Sir 
Georg6  BbdtffejfV  dkfiBtd^  had^spMten  of  Utitf- 

necessary  for  the  governor  to  appeal  to  the  public 
in  his  own  defence.  -  ' 

ByHhe  treaty  of'  imTbbttgb  to 
F^tthcer   Pew' Frenchmen,  however,  estiibiished 
thiftitts^etf '  thitfe,*  aMli^*  Ih^^  o9i|ilial'  cmUMsi- 
though  thfey  necessarily  - sdbmilted  td  the' rulirtg 
power,  continued  to^'cherish  a  strong  jateehmeh^' 

out?* of  the  revolutionary  war,  iii '1793,  TobaJgo 
was  the  hrst  "Object  of  attaci^' add  its  mhabifertts  ' 
had^Uke  sratifi(ktlon  of  Mng"  agdn^|)toeed'uiuft$^' 

the  protection  of  the  Britis^h  crowili  In  the  nine 
years  of  war  Which  ensued,  the  saidl  number  of 
treoAh  wenamqtAtm  tlie  <x>tdny,^  aittftMf  t>liA^' 
tations  passed  whdllylnto  British  hands.  A  large' 
portion  of  capital  was  invited  id  this  kidd'W' 
property,  and  >cdltiv«6oil' '  witt  'carriM  od'  * wittl'  * 
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eDsnoBfedi  vigour..  NoiiiuigicQaiiried'lo  diittiibi 

the  quiet  of  the  colony,  except  a  conspiracy 
among  some  of  the  slaves  towards  the  close  of 
1801,  which  was  discovered' and  rendered  abor- 
tive by.  the  vigilance,  and  Bfarit  of  Bngadier- 
gBMial.  Garminlwel.    lit)  wasy.  tkmkxef.  rnthi 
infioita;  grief :  end  dHappointment.  th»t^  ad  the* 
peace  of  Amiens^  the  .colonists  found  themselves^ 
oniia  raoce-dfiliYeredcqiilOfU^oieigiipoiaec;  fbr^« 
tiaaialyffdr  tfaem^  thafspcsdy'rewwal  of  bostilif 
ties  releajBed, them  froai  ^^  hat  they  considered  aa 
a,hailctful  Jbeadage ^ '  anA>tba  laat)UaBaty<t>f  peaces* 
hjs  fliipiilatingi      •  cesston*  of^  Tobaga  to  tlM<! 
country^,  has  i  e£EecUia%  removed  their  feaitsi  of 
bacfMniogi  onoe  moee  umiUingJsaibjeeiattO'tthiaf* 
sorepeign  x)l  France^' 

To}^9^  is'  divided  into  seven  *distncts;  calMd^ 
ditdrions;*  namelgrv  Nomk^Saa^  Qoean's^'Bayy 
Groaft  River,  Gbuiland  Bdy,  BMiadoea' Bay,^ 
Rocklyiand  Sandy  Point. divisionai^  It  has  an 
eifOBlaiiiinlmjof  patiaiK^;  whiob  afecioainod'^ 
Andrew's,  St.  George's,  S4..Mary'a,  Siw  Anil's^ 
StiJohnjs^  St.  David's  and^Si.  .Palrickas;  bot'- 
dMa^ia^no  choacbtoniUhe  iahadjiAoddnottanw. 
than  one  •  regular  ddrgy man,  whb^  ofiliciates-  om: 
Siindajfa9iin;thef'great'room  of  the  assembiy^  at' 
Sf^axboranglisr.    ThnttpopyUilioiiitiflo  widelyvud* 
thinly  scattered  J  There  are  only .  twtowns,' 
George 'Town:  and.  Scarborough,  the  lattef  of- 
wUch  ia  the  captUd,  imt  ncidier  of  th^se  townv*- 
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cdntoin  any  thiBg  that  is  wortby  of  paiticQUur 
notice. 

TRINIDAD. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Gulph  of  Pam,  which 
it  land-IockSf  and  stretching  trooi  the  mouths  of 
the  Orinoco  to  the  moiintaiiM  of  Comana,  be- 
tween the  tenth  and  eleventh  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  and  the  sixty-first  and  aixty-third  de- ' 
g^ieea  of  west  longitude^  is  situated  the  .isiaad 
of  Trinidad.     Its  extreme  breadth,  fkwi  cast 
to  west  is  between  sixty  and  seventy  miles, 
and  fifty  aiiles  from  north  to  south.   Frqin  its 
peculiar  shape,  however,  its  general  breadth  is  • 
much  greater  from  north  to  south  than  from  east 
to  west    In  finrm  it  is  compared  by  the  Spani- 
ards to  an  ox-hide  ;  hut,  by  a  recent  map,  con- 
structed from  correct  observations  made  by  M. 
de  Humboldt  and  M.  Churuoca,  it  appears 
rather  to  resemble  a  square,  with  a  bcmicircular 
piece  cut  out  of  its  western  side«  so  as  to  make 
on  that  side  an  irregular  crescent,  one  bom  o€ 
which  is  turned  towards  the  Orinoco,  and  the 
other  to  the  peninsnlar  eitremity  of  the  province 
of  Cumaha.   Circumscribed  by  the  main-land 
and  island,  lies  the  Guiph  of  Paria,  which  affords 
to  vessels  of  every  dimensions  a  secure  shdter, 
and  an  eiorilent  andiorage.   The  dumnel  be«  ' 
tween  the  Orinoco  and  Trinidad  is  called  the 
Serpent's  Month;  that  between  Trinidad  and 
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Cape  Paria  in  Cumana,  is  interspersed  with 
iAlandsi  and  bears  the  name  of  the  Dragon's 
Mouth,  which  was  given  to  it  by  Cbhiinbug. 
The  name  of  Trinidad  was  also  given  to  the 
island  by  that  illustrious  navigator,  from  the 
circumstance  of  three  of  the  bluest  peaks  of 
the  mountains  having  first  appeared  to  hnn,  on 
bk  approach  to  the  land. 

The  climate,  though  hot,  is  not  unhealthy  to 
those  who  do  not  indulge  in  excesses  of  various 
kinds.  Aged  persons  are  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon in  Trinidad,  a  convincing  proof  that  it  is 
not  insalubrious.    The  mornings  and  evenings 
are  pleasant,  and  the  nights  are  delightfully  cool 
and  fefreshing.   The  Charibean  hurricanes  it  is 
entirely  free  from,  and  earthquakes  are  but  slightly 
and  unlfi^uently  felt   From  the  beginning  of 
November  to  the  end  of  April,  or  the  commence- 
ment of  May,  which  interval  of  time  is  the  spring 
season;  scarcely  any  rain  fells,  but  the  soil  is, 
nevertheless,  refreshed  by  copious  dews.  The 
hot  season  sets  in  towards  the  close  of  April,' 
and  is  at  its  height  by  the  end  of  June.  At  this 
latter  period  the  storms  begin,  and  they  gradu- 
ally become  more  frequent  till  August,  in  which 
month,  September,  and  the  opening  of  October, 
they  are  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  and  attended 
by  torrents  of  rain.  These  storms  last  sometimes 
but  fot*  a  %W' minutes,  seldom  half  an  hour; 
after  which  the  air  is  cahii,  and  the  sky  is  clear. 
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In  the  ni^t  it  hardly  ever  rains,  but  abort  and 

sudden  sliowers,  witiiout  tliunder,  fall  about  half 
aa  hour  b«foie  the  risipg  of  the  sua* 

The  manner  in  which  the  stomif  come  oo  \b 
too  curious  to  be  passed  over  without  notice. 
At  a  moment  when  not  a  breath  of  wind  6tir- 
rbg,  and  the  slgr  of  a  brilUant  and  tmitemly 
unstained  azure,  a  small  grey  speck  appears  in- 
stantaneomly  19  some  part  or  other  of  tbf  hea* 
vent)  and  in  four  or  five  minulet  it  swelk  into  an 
enormous  black  cloud,  from  which  dart  &uat 
flaabes  l^ttui^  that  mnvi  becomemorftquick 
and  vivid.  The  barometer  rapidly  sinks,  the 
tbi^nder  bursts  ibrtli^  a  deluge  of  rain  descends  in 
ponderous  [drops,  and  the  tempest  then  die^  f  way 
as  rapidly  as  it  gathered,  leaving  the  atmosphere 
in  a  state  of  pert^c^  serenity^  ^nd  of  an  unsullied 
bhimsa.  This  process  is  iqiealfd  perbf^ps 
taen  or  twenty  times  in  the  course  of  a  day* 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  during  the 
wet  season  may  be  estimated  at  not  less,  thpm 
sixty-two  inches^  that  which  iaUs  during  the 
rest  of  the  year^  even  ini^udiug.the  ho^vy  dews, 
does  not  exceed  ei^  or  ai^e  inoh^  Ihe 
range  of  the  thermometer,  at  the  period  of  the 
greatest  heats,  is  from  iseventy-^^t  to  ninety 
degrees^  above  which  ^li^tter  poiat.it  very  wdy 
ascends. 

The  mountains  of  Tmi^f^  though  not  di- 
minutive, bave  mt  <bat  toiming  loftiness  which . 
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distinguishes  many  of  the  cloud-capt  eminences 
of  the  Charibean  colonies^  and  they  likewise  dif« 
fisr  from  them  in  their  §eologloil  onidtriielioii. 

The  principal  chain  runs  acrpss  the  north  ex- 
tremitj  of  the  isknd^  ia  the  direction  oi  east  and 
wettr  kuid  appearii»  from  f «rioi»  ctfcimatamces^ 

to  be  a  prolongation  of  the  mountains  which 
exteod  aioug'  the  shores  Cumana,  hrom  which 
ibej  wera  probably  sepBratod^  at  that  tmknowa 
and  distant  epoch  when  the  waters  of  the  ( ruara^ 
picheaod  of  the  western  touiche*  of  the  Onuoco 
opened  themselves  a  passage  to  the  sea,  thfdugh 
the  channel  of  the  Dragon's  Mouth.  There  is 
also  a  gn>up  of  hills  in  the  soiitb,  and  .anotber  ia 
the  centre  of  Trinidad.  One  of  the  peaks  efl 
the  latter  group  is:  called  the  mountain  of  Ta** 
iDana>  and  is  believed  to  be  the  most  elevated  in 
the  ialaod.  These  groups  ate  covered  irith  a 
variety  of  prickly  shrubs,  which  renders  it  a  diiKl- 
Oilt  task  u>  paes  ovdr  tbem  from  the  easti^m  to 
the  fsMern  quarter.  Among  these  hills  are  in- 
exhaustible forests  of  timber,  of  various  kinds, 
man of  them  incorruptible^  and  proper  for  ship* 
hi^lding  and  every  other  purpose. 

Trinidad  is  abundantly  provided  with  excel- 
lent haffbonn,  among  die  prineipal  of  which  are 
Qiagaranws^h  Puerto  d'Espana,  and  Naparima, 
ail  on  the  Gulph  of  Paiia.  Nor  are  the .  other 
cjMIsi  of  .Ifaa  jsland  .destitute  of  ports^  thod^- 
tbcf  aiie  tiD€  HA  mioierous  mi  extixksiiie  there  as 
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on  the  westeni  side.   The  gulph,  and  ibe  ooasti 

io  g^eralj  swai^m  with  of  various  kioda.  In 
ftreams  Trinidad  aboandsy  there  being  no  leas 
Ifaan  Ibitf  small  ones,  hidependent  of  sevaral  of 
a  larger  size,  which  are  navigable,  some  of  them 
to  a  donakierable  daitanoe,  and  im  vesieU  of  a 
tolerable  magnitude.  The  Caroni  is  the  chief 
of  the  navigable  streams  which  fall  into  the  gulph. 
The  Rio  Grande  and  the  OrofMiche  are  those 
which  have  the  superiority  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  island.  The  streams  on  thb  side  produce 
eieellent  oysters,  which  are  fimnd  adhering  to 

the  trunk  and  branches  of  the  mangrove,  or 
rhizophora,  a  species  of  aquatic  tree.  A  canal 
has  been  projected,  to  unite  the  Oropucte  with 
the  Caroni,  and  thus  open  an  inland  navigation, 
which  would  at  once  facilitate  the  settling  of  the 
interior,  and  aave  a  tedioiis  passage  by  sea  round 
the  northern  shores. 

The  soil  of  Trinidad  is  deep  and  fertile. 
Unlike  most  of  the  Charibean  isles,  the  cuHtvaUe 
space  in  this  island  is  not  narrowed  into  compa- 
rative insignificance,  by  the  ^mtest  part  of  the. 
surface  being  covered  with  hills,  which,  though 
they  may  give  beauty  or  sublimity  to  the  scene, 
are  barren  of  useful  products.  The  mountains 
of  Trinidad  do  not  occupy  more  than  a  thirtiedi' 
part  of  the  whole  superficies,  the  remainder  con- 
sisting of  savannahs,  or  <tf  vales,  capable  of  being 
made  [jrodocdre  of  the  meet  loxnriaot  crops* 
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From  a  survey  taken  ia  the  year  1799,  it  appears 
that  there  b  ample  room  in  the  Ulaod  for  the 
Torniation  of  1,313  plantations  of  sugar-canes, 
945  of  coffee,  304?  of  cocoa,  and  158  of  cotton, 
^ch  containing  3S0  English  acres.  Thus  the 
number  of  estates  which  may  be  formed  is  little 
less  than  three  thousand,  and  the  number  of  til- 
lable acres  is  not  far  short  of  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand. It  has  been  remarked  by  a  French  wrher, 
that  more  colonial  produce  may  be  raised  upon 
this  territory  than  was  raised  in  the  French  por- 
tion of  St  Domingo,  before  that  colony  was 
ruined  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary 
war. 

The  natural  productioi^s  of  Trinidad  are  so 
abundant  and  beautiiui  that  its  iirst  discoverers 
igave  it  the  appellation  of  Paradise.  The  woods^ 
as  has  already  been  stated,  contain  an  inex- 
haustible variety  of  excellent  timber,  and  are 
enlivened  by  many  species  of  handsome  birdsy 
wnd  by  several  sorts  of  game.  Fruits  of  almost 
every  kind  grow  profusely.  The  orange,  the 
lemon,  the  citron,  the  anana,  the  vine,  and  a 
crowd  of  others,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate.  On  the  shore  of  Coco  Bay,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  island,  is  an  extensive  forest 
of  cocoa-nut  trees,  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  produced  by  the  shipwreck  of  a  vessel, 
laden  widi  «oeoa-nuts,  in  the  year  173Q»  since 
which  period  the  self-sown  trees  have  prog^es^ 
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Mvely  multiplied  to  thdr  present  extent*  Maize 
is  cultivated  with  more  than  common  soccesi^ 

aiid  vegetables  of  ditlerent  species  are  exceed<p> 
iogly  good  nnd  in  sufficient  quantity* 

But  the  most  remarkable  of  aU  the  produc> 
tion$  of  nature  in  this  island,  is  undoubtedly  t^e  ^ 
bituminous  lake,  which  is  situated  on  the  western 
coast,  near  the  village  of  La  Brea.  It  is  of  a 
circular  form,  about  three  miles  io  circumterencei 
and  lies  ca  ground  elevated  eigh^  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  from  which  it  is  separated  only 
by  a  margin  of  forest  la  some  parts  oi  it  ar^ 
diminutive  islandSi  covered  with  plants  and 
shrubs,  and  it  is  intersected  by  pools  and  rivulets 
of  water.  The  &ce  of  the  lake  undergoes^  how- 
ever, frequent  changes,  so  that  a  place  where  % 

verdant  islet  was  one  day  been,  will  the  next  day 
present  nothing  but  a  deep  pool  to  the  view. 
On  the  surface  the  bituminous  matter  is  solid^. 
tliough  at  the  depth  of  a  fuot  it  has  a  degree  of 
softness,  and  in  some  of  the  cavities  petroleum  is 
contamed.  The  bitumen  is  not  confined  to  thi^ 
spot,  lor  it  may  be  found  in  a  liquid  state,  in 

many  parts^  of  the  woods,  at  a  distance  of  twenty 
mOes.  Melted  with  tallow,  the  pilchy  substance 

of  the  lake  is  now  used  at  Trinidftd  ibr  naval 
purposes* 

*  The  traces  of  former  volcanic  action  are 

rendered  obvious  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Brea,  by 
the  cinders  and  hurnt  earth  which  jwe  every 
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wliefe  iMUe^  and  the  hot  srprings  whi A  cmsl  if» 
several  places.  The  formation  of  the  bitusnen  is 
fliiU  going  on  ID  the  bowels  of  the^artb.  N0I 
fiir  fipom  Cape  Brea  there  is,  at  tte  botfom  of  tiie 
sea,  a  sort  of  crater,  which  at  times  agitates  ihe 
'  supefineambeiit  wa^esy  and  tliroiirs  up  a  eaib- 
sideraUe  Cfvantfty  of  petroleum.  There  is  an- 
other crater,  of  the  saooe  kiod,  in  the  Bay  of 
Mayato,  on  the  opposite  nde  of  the  iataod.  In 
the  months  of  March  and  Jtme,  of  each  year, 
explosions  are  heard  from  it,  which  are  followed 
by  flames  and  smoke,  bursting  ttfongk  tite^sea^ 
and,  some  minutes  after,  fragments  of  bitumen, 
black  and  shining  like  jet,  are  floated  to  the  shore. 
Another  indicatioo  that  subtemaieoiis  pfQcesses 

are  yet  continued,  is  furnished  by  two  argillaceous 
hills,  or  rather  hillocks,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Point  Icacos,  which  bear  a  close  raemblamee'  la 
the  mud  volcanoes  in  South  America,  of  which 
a  description  has  been  given  by  M*  de  Humboldt 
They  occasionally  detonate,  and  are  covered  with 

small  cones,  which  continually  emit  a  fetid  gas. 
from  one  of  the  cones  constantly  rises  a  whitish 
matter,  which  has  an  ahnninoiiis  taste.  The  sum^ 
mit  of  one  of  the  hills  has  a  shallow  crater,  which 
is  filled  with  water  in  a  state  oi  ebullition. 
*  The  principal  exportable  produce  of  IVinidad 
consists  of  sugar,  rum,  coffee,  indigo,  cotton  and 
eodoa.    The  coeoa  of  this  island  was  always 
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cdebftttad  for  its  exceUeot  quality^  hdag  CM^ 
sklered  as  superior  even  to  that  of  Caraoas.  la 

tlie  year  1727,  however,  the  trees  were  greatly 
injuied  by  the  severity  of  the  north  wind ;  a  dis* 
aster  which  the  priests  did  not  fail  to  represent  as 
a  judgment  upon  the  inhabitants^  for  their  en- 
ormous wickedness  in  refusing  the  payment  of 
tithes.  It  is  laughable,  and  at  the  same  time 
painful,  to  observe  the  undoubting  credulity  with 
whichy.io  his  Geographical  DictuNiary  of  Ame* 
rica  and  the  West  Indies,  Alcedo  relates  this 
ridiculous  monidish  story.  The  production  of 
the  greatest  value  in  this  island,"  says  he^ "  is  the 

cocoa,  which,  from  its  fme  quality,  is  every  where 
in  request,  in  preference  to  that  of  Caracas  ;  and 
the  crops  were  even  bou^t  up  before  they  were 
gathered,  so.  that  the  persons  to  whom  they  be- 
longed refused  to  pay  their  tenths  to  the  clergy^ 
strange  to  say,  that,  as  it  should  seem.  Hea- 
ven in  chastisement  of  their  covetousness,  had 
entirely  deprived  ihem  of  this  means  of  emoio- 
inent,  inasmuch  as,  since  the  year  17127,  the 
whole  of  their  crops  have  turned  out  fruitless  and 
barren,  with  the  exception  of  one  that  belpngjsd 
to  a  certmn  person,  by  name  Rabelo,  who  bad 
continued  to  pay  his  titiies,  and  whose  estate  is 
the  <Hily  one  in  which  that  production  is  now 
fiimished.'*  Unfortunately  for  the  theory  of  the 
monks,  and  the  faith  <rf  Akedo,  the  crops  of 


Digitized  by 


BBITI8H  COLOKIBS. 

cocoa  have  been  exaberant  since  Trinidad  has 

been  cultivated  by  heretical  proprietors,  and  go- 
Ycmcd  by  an  heretical  sovereign. 

The  island  of  Trinidad  was  discovered 
Columbus,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1498.  He  was 
dcawn  by  the  force  of  the  currents,  caused  by  the 
descending  waters  of  the  Orinoco,  into  the  Gulph 
of  Paria,  which,  it  is  said,  he  called  Golto  Triste, 
from  bis  having  at  first  despaired  of  finding  an 
outlet,  and  cooseqaently  believed  that  his  labour 
was  entirely  lost.  He,  however,  at  lengtii,  found 
egress  through  the  channels  on  the  north,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Dragon's  Moutbs. 
It  was  not  till  15t^B  that  the  Spaiiiards  attempted 
to  establish  any  settlement  Their  conduct  In 
the  natives  was  marked  by  the  sailie  barbarity 
that  blackened  all  their  early  proceedings  in  the 
m^w  world.  Those  of  the  unhappy  islanders  who 
were  not  exterminated  were  doomed  to  exhaust 
their  lives  in  the  mines ;  a  death  more  cruel,  be- 
cause more  lingering,  than  that  by  the  swoid* 
On  his  voyage  to  Guyana,  in  1595,  in  search  of 
the  fatal  delusion  of  £1  Dorado,  or  the  Golden 
City,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  attacked  this  island, 
made  himself  master  of  St.  Joseph's,  and  took 
prisoner  the  governor,  Don  Antonio  Berreo, 
whom  be  repraents  as  an  execrable  tyrant,  and, 

though  of  illustrious  birth,  so  exceedingly  iguo- 
rant,  that  he  knew  not  the  west  from  the  east* 

The  island  was  denoniinaled,Cairi  by  the  M^m^ 
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•nd  RaMg^  describes  it  as  being  finrtile,  and^ 

producing  excellent  sugar  and  tobacco,  and  he 
adds,  that  gold  was  said  feo  be  found  in  the  sand 
of  its  riven.  With  respect  to  the  latter  poia^ 
however,  he  was  certainly  misiniormed. 

For  neariy  two  centuries^  the  natural  re^ 
soaroes  of  the  iiland  were  almost  wholly  neg- 
lected, and  tlie  colony  remained,  of  course,  in  a 
langpid  and  uaeltsa  state.  Preriously  to  the  year 
1789,  a  single  vessel,  belonging  to  a  Dutch  housie^ 
in  Str  Eustatia,  and  making  aimually  two  or  thre^ 
^yagesy  was  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  whole  of 
the  commerce  of  Trinidad.  For  the  varioui 
acticies  of  which,  in  their  vegetative  kind  of 
otutenee^  the  inhabitants  stood  in  need,  they 
bartered  their  scanty  produce  of  cocoa,  vanilla^ 
indigo,  maize  and  cotton.  The  population,  up 
to  this  comparatively  recent  period,  consisted  of 
only  2,763  persons,  of  whom  2,032  were  Indi- 
ans; mea  to  whom  toilsome  occupations  were 
baltful,  and  who,  in  consequence,  were  not  liMy 
to  be  of  iiiucli  avail  in  fertilizing  and  enriching 
the  country. 

A  M.  Roume  de  1^.  Laurent,  an  inhabitant 
of  Grenada,  is  said  to  have  been  the  person 
thiougk  whose  Intenrention  Trinidad  was  roused 
fnm  its  disgraoelbl  torpor.  Indnoed  by  his  taste 
for  natural  history,  and  perhaps  by  otiier  motives 
ctf  a  move  i^nful  Und^  M.  de  St  Laurent  risiled 
theifliandi  wly  in  1783>  and  was  to  charmed  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


its  ftrtility»aiid  it^  adyantageous  Mtuatkm  for  boib 

military  md  commercial  purposes,  that  he  hasten-r 
ed  to  Mudridy  with  the  view  pf  turning  towards 
it  the  serious  attention  of  the  Spanish  cabinet^ 
He  was  successful  in  bis  efforts.  By  aii  order  of 
the  council  of  the  Indies,  published  in  I783i  all 
foreigners,  professing  the  Roman  catholic  religion^ 
were  invited  to  settle  themselves  in  the  colonyi 
and  numerous  advantages  were  allowed  to  those 
who  accepted  this  invitation.  So  eager  was  the 
i^CHincil  to  attedn  its  object,  that  it  even  threw  its 
protecting  shield  over  every  kind  of  mercantile 

fraud  and  baseness.  It  secured,  during  the  space 
of  hve  years,  all  new  settlers  from  being  sued  or 
molested  for  debts  which  they  had  contracted  in 

the  countries  whence  they  came.  Tliis  curious 
and  certainly  immoral  privilege  had  the  desired 
^ect.  It  brougjht  to  Trinidad  a  number  of  men 

who  had  enriched  themselves  at  the  expense  of 

their-  honesty,  and  of  the  property  of  their  crer 
ditors  or  employers,  and  who  were  de^ghted  to 
find  a  place  of  refuge,  wiiere  tliey  might  enjoy  at 
their  ease  the  spoils  which  they  had  aoqoiredi 
At  the  same  time,  the  council  invited  foreign 
];nerchants  to  open  a  trade^  and  it  removed  most 
of  the  obatades  which  had  hitherto  been  opposed 
to  them,  and  rendered  those  which  remained  ra^ 
ib^r  nominal  than  real. 

The  exertions  of  M-  de  St*  Laurent,  in  behalf 
of  the  c9lony,  were  aot  less  active^  a^  far  ^  bia 
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ioftience  exteDded.   With  the  view  of  prevailing 

on  the  great  mercantile  bouses  to  make  advances 
to  the  colonists,  he  visited,  at  his  own  expenoe, 
die  principal  commercial  cities  of  France  and 
Spaui>  and  by  his  animating  statement  of  the 
fortune  which  might  be  realized,  he  induced  many 
persons  of  considerable  property  to  become  pro* 
prietors  in  Trinidad. 

The  island,  however,  was  still  more  indebted 
for  its  prosperity  to  the  wisdom  and  activity  of  its 
governor,  Don  Joseph  Chacon.  It  was  not  one 
of  his  least  beneficial  acts,  that  he  prevented  the 
introduction  of  that  detestable  tribunal  the  inqui- 
sition, and  that,  as  iar  as  lay  in  his  power,  he 
discooriaged  the  lazy,  libertine  and  intoleraikt 
fraternity  of  monks,  lie  received  foreigners  with 
ciistinguished  kindness,  afforded  every  assistance 
and  security  to  their  speculations,  and  extemled 
the  freedom  of  commerce  to  the  utmost  possible 
bounds.  All  who  were  disposed  to  settie,  were 
presented  with  grants  of  fertile  land,  and  even 
with  assistance  from  the  public  treasury,  to  en- 
able them  to  purchase  the  neoessaiy  stock  of 
catde  and  agricultural  implements. 

Under  the  euiightened  government  of  Don 
Joseph  Chacon,  the  colony  rapidly  attained  to  a 
flourishing  situation.  Discordant  in  habits  and 
opinions,  as  the  colonists  necessarily  were,  he 
kept  them  in  a  state  of  peace  and  order,  by  a^ 
due  mixture  of  mildness  and  firmne^^s.  Between 
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the  jem  1787  and  1791t  a  handsolhe  and  con-> 

siderable  town  arose  in  a  spot  which  shortly  be- 
(ote  had  coataiood  nothing  but  a  few  ihalcbed 
huts,  belonging  to  fishennen.  Thh  was  the 
town  of  Puerto  de  Espana.  The  disturbances 
which  now  broice  out  in  the  French  cokMiies  alao 
contributed  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  Trinidad* 
Many  planters  fro  in  St.  Domingo,  Martinico, 
Guadaioupe  and  St  Lucia,  took  shdter  here  to 
avoid  the  disgusting  spectacle  of  factious  rage, 
or  to  escape  from  the  persecuting  rancour  of  their, 
enemies;  and  their  number  waa  still  tother  in-' . 

crea^ed^  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  contest  be- 
tween England  and  France.    However  opposite 
jnig^  be  their  political  sentiments^  they  were  aU 
received  with  equal  kindness  by  the  governor, 
.  and  were  encouraged  to  become  valuable  subjects 
'  of  the  Spanish  monarch. 

But  subjects  of  the  Spanish  monarch  the' 
cokNusts  were  not  much  longer  to  remain.  In 
1797,  Trinidad,  as  already  has  been  narrated, 
fell  an  unresisting  conquest  to  an  army  under 
Sir, Ralph  Abercromby«  It  was  ceded  by  the 
Spaniards  at  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  has  since 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  British,  with- 
out experiencing  any  of  the  vicissitudes  or  sufier* 
ings  of  war.  In  1806,  a  conspiracy  of  the* 
DC^oes  was  fortunately  discovered  before  it  could 
be  carried  into  effisct^  and  the  princtpai  conspira- 
tors received  the  punishment  which  was  due  to 
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crime.   The  ditputes  nrhidi,  since  the  ces* 

dioQ  of  Ibe  island^  bave  at  times  taken  place, 
respecting  local  co&ceriMi  are  not  of  sufficiently 
general  interest  to  entitle  them  to  claim  a  place 
in  this  brief  sketch  of  the  hii»tory  of  the  island, 
•  The  Beantinesi  of  the  popaktioa  previeus  to 
the  year  1783,  has  been  noticed  in  a  preceding 
paiagn^h.  Since  that  year,  however,  the  in- 
crease has  heen  astonishingly  rapid.  In  only  m 

years  after  the  issuinj^  of  the  order  of  the  council 
of  the  indies,  the  number  of  persons  on  the  island 
had  swelled  to  no  less  than  10,4flfi,  which,  at  the 
period  of  the  conquest  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby, 
had  forther  ttsen  to  18,6S7.  Nor  did  it  stop 
hei>e»  Or  the  contrary  it  shewed  evident  signs 
of  the  strong  impulse  whicli  was  given  by  EngUsh 
industry  and  capital.  In  180^  k  was  S5,245| 
and  at  the  time  of  the  •  lest  official  returns,  in 
J811,  it  appears  to  have  been  32,664.  The 
ttAjority  of  the  whites  ate  British,  and  the  French 
and  SpoHianls  raik  next  in  order.  No  popula- 
tion can  possibly  be  of  a  more  motley  kind  than 
thai  of  Trinidad,  which  is  composed  of  indivi* 
dmls  of 'f6arteen  nations.  An  attempt,  some 
years  ago,  was  made  to  introduce  Chinese  la- 
bourers, but  it  entirely  £uied,  and  there  are^  at 
this  moment,  few  if  any  of  them  remaining. 

The  consequent  increase  of  colonial  produce 
has,  of  course,  been  .equally  great.  The  first 
sugar-work  was  estabUshed  ou  the  island,  in  1787, 
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byM.PieoCdeJaPerouse.  In  1797,  there 

one  hundred  aiul  lifty-nine  works,  which,  pro- 
dooed  $3»571  cwto.  of  iugv.  lo  1816  tbero 
were  exporled  to  the  ITtiitad  Kiogdom  alone 
157,731  cwts.  of  sug^nr;  and  ilia  fMrobable  that 
Ik  verf  co(i|id^i«iUe:ixHti(Ni  wa»  ml  le  die  Bri-* 
fisb  notlhfi'n  /colonies,  tke  Americio  ttetet,  add 
otljer  quarters^  Into  some  of  the  sugar-works 
Ikfe  ManHiligMie  hee  baeii  introdtioedy  toabddg^ 
ttrs^moi^  expeostVe  labour  of  OMi  and>»aidkis« 
The  CulUvalion  o£  coifee>  cotoon,  iildi{;p  an4 
aeM  ^pwtfi  to  be  Cimed  oa.#ith;it»ini«aBri 

-  The  nonunai  oapkal  o£  the  island  is&t^Jo^ 
m(fk  ^Qmw,  wbioh^  Aawevei;,  je-ootMbgAikra 
than  a  kind  of  village,  consisting  of  about  thrae 
huudred  meanly  built  houses.  It  is  situated  in 
a  fertile  and  cultivated  plain*  The  real  capital, 
and  the  residence  of  the  governor,  is  Puerto  de 
Espaua,  the  origin  of  which  has  already  been 
stated,  and  which  stands  on  the  shore,  about 
eight  miles  from  St.  Joseph's.  On  the  night  of 
the  £4th  of  April,  1808,  this  town,  in  point  of 
size  the  second  in  the  Windwajrd  Islands,  was 
laid  nearly  level  with  the  ground  by  a  (head- 
ful  cootiagration.  Four  hundred  and  thirty  five 
dwelling  houses,  besides  four  times  the  number 
of  back  stores  and  out-offices,  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed. Not  one  of  the  public  buildings  was 
saved.   By  this  tremendous  calamity  four  thou- 
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sand. five  hundred  persons  were  left  widiout  a 

home,  and  sustained  a  loss  which  was  estimated 
at  little  short  of  a  miUion  sterling.  Fortunately 
only  two  persons  perished,  one  of  whom  was  a 
grenadier,  who  fell  a  victim  to  his  huQianity,  iti 
rescuing  an  mfant  firom  the  flames.  He  effected 
hu  benevolent  purpose,  but  was  scorched  in  such 
a  manner  that  he  speedily  expired. 

Since  this  event,  the  town  has  been  rebmlt 
witti  stone,  upon  a  regular  plan,  and  it  seems 
probable  that,  in  magnitude  and  beauty,  it  will 
one  day  be  without  a  rival  in  that  quarter.  New 
towns  are  also  planned,  or  actually  rising  int0 
existence,  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  particu- 
larly at  St.  Joseph's,  St  Juan,  St.  Fernando^  and 
Naparima. 
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CUAFI£&  I. 

Introduction. — Slaue  Trade  early  censured  bt/  great 
characters* — Opponents  of  it  at  a  subsequent  period, 
•^Qptmpn  of  Yorke  and  Taibot, — Exertiom  cf  Mr. 
GrwmUe  Sharp  m  ifppotiiwn  to  it* — Laudable 
exertions  of  the  Quakers  to  duetmrage  the  tmffic,-^ 
Circumstance  which  ucca^ioued  Mr.  Clarkson  to 
embark  in  the  cause. — A  committee  formed  of  the 
enemies  to  the  trade,  in  order  to  bring  about  its 
abolitionj^Active  exertions  of  Mr,  Clarkson  and 
of  the  eommittee^The  Prky  Comal  ordered  to 
inquire  into  the  trade. — T/ie  subject  introduced  twte 
Parliament, — Slave  carrying  bill  passed. 

Among  the  many  momentous  subjects  connected 
with  the  welUbelng  of  colonies,  which,  since  the 
remote  period  when  such  estabhshments  were 
first  formed,  have  arisen  to  claim  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  legislature  and  of  the  people,  that 
which  undoubtedly  stands  pre-emineat  in  point 
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of  tnagnitude  is  the  straggle  which  was,  for  nearly 

twenty  years,  perseveringly  supported  in  order  to 
bring  about  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves. 
The  Tast  amount  property  involved  in  Ae 
decision,  the  very  existence  of  which  property 
seemed  to  be  put  to  the  hazard ;  the  violent  feeW 
ing8  and  passions  naturally  roused  in  the  bosoms 
•  of  its  numerous  possessors,  by  the  critical  situa> 
tion  in  which  it  ap|Mand  to  stand;  the  almost 
daily  and  hourly  renewal  of  charge,  and  defence, 
and  recriminflLtion ;  the  consequent  vehemence 
and  bitteraesa  of  language  on  both  sides;  the 
apparently  interminable  iid lure  of  the  discussion; 
the  splendid  talent  and  high  dignity  of  many  of 
(base  who  were  most  aetively  engaged  in  the 
cause ;  the  grandeur  of  the  tribunal  which  sat  in 
judgment ;  and  the  breathless  anxiety  displayed 
by  every  class  of  the  community ;  all  conspired 
to  give  to  the  contest  a  paramount  importance, 
and  to  fix  upon  it  the  gm  not  only  of  the  firitish 
mnpire,  but  in  soooe  measure  of  the  whole  civi- 
lized world.  In  this  country  there  was  no  neu- 
trality. The  poet,  the  dramatisti  the  orator,  the 
philosopher,  the  moralist,  the  divine,  all  rushed 
forward  to  bear  a  part,  with  an  unanimity  and 
eagerness  which  have  scarcely  a  parallel  in  the 
recovds  of  our  history.  Even  those  persons  who 
had  no  literary  or  conversational  talents,  and  no 
inlloeBoe  ivom  fortune  or  laoi,  Mverthelesa  tait 
their  aid,  by  submitting  caeeifuliy  to  the  privation 
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of  articles  which  custom  has  rendered  rather 
articles  of  absolute  necessity  than  of  mere  luzury^. 
By  what  means,  and  by  whom,  this  universal 
ardour  was  excited,  now  remains  to  be  shown. 
The  rise  and  progress  of  the  slave  trade  have 

alrf^ady  been  described  in  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  chapters  of  the  second  volume.  The  pre- 
sent chapters  are  dedicated  to  a  narrative  of  its 
decline  and  fall.  The  traffic  had  yet  scaicely 
grown  beyond  its  feeblest  intaocy  betoe  many 
great  and  wise  characters  set  Aeif  fcoes  against 
it,  as  being  a  gross  violation  of  every  principle  of 
justice.  Cardinal  Ximenes  rehised  his  assent  to 
a  proposal  which  was  made  to  him,  to  transport 
slaves  to  America ;  Charles  the  Fifth  in  his  ma- 
turer  vrisdom  abolished  die  trade,  after  having 
been  long  fnendly  to  it ;  Leo  the  Tenth  declared 
that  "  not  only  the  Christian  religion,  but  that 
nature  itself  cried  out  against  slavery;"  Queen 
Elizabeth  stigmatized  the  kidnapping  of  tiie 
Africans  as  a  detestable  act,  which  would  call 
down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  the  under- 
takers;" and  even  the  weak  and  cold>-hearted 
'Lewis  the  Thirteenth  could  be  prevailed  upon 
to  sanction  llie  practice  enly  by  Us  being  told, 
that  its  victims  would  thus  enjoy  the  precious 
advantage  of  conversion  to  the  Christian  iaith* 

As,  however,  the  coilonies  gre#,  so  grew  tUe 
trade.  It  did  indeed  grow  with  tiieir  gro\Tth, 
and  strengthen  with  their  streoi^."  Intheoourse 
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of  time,  too,  like  miEuiy  other  grievtnoes,  it  ttc- 

quired  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to  a  continu- 
ftnee  cS  its  ezisleBoe.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
people  seldom  turned  thrir  tfaougbts  to  it,  j«d 
ivhqu  they  did  think  of  it,  they  considered  it 
dther  as  a  le^timate  branch  of  traffic,  or  at  wocaC 
as  a  necessary  evil,  and  a  venial  ofience.  The 
idea  of  it  was  huddled  up  in  their  minds  with  the 
glBoeral.  idea  of  trade,  and  thus  the  iudnapping 
and  selling  of  negroes  was  placed  on  precisely  the 
same  footing  with  the  regular  mercantile  dealings 
in  rice,  eottcm,  pepper,  indigo  and  dye-woods. 

From  time  to  time,  however,  men  of  benevo- 
lence and  talent  publicly  entered  their  protest 
against  the  wickedness  of  die  practice;  The  fiirst 
names  on  record  are  those  of  Morgan  Godwin,  a 
clergyman  of  the  established  church,  Hichard 
Baxter,  the  celebrated  non*conformist  divine^ 
George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  society  of  Friends 
or  Quakers,  and  his  fellow-traveller,  William 
Edmundson.  These  opponents  of  the  slave  trade 
were  succeeded  at  various  intervals,  during  the 
course  of  a  century,  by  others  equally  hostile  lo 
it,  among  whom  may  be  enumeFsted  Montes- 
quieu, Hutcheson,  Buri^e,  Sterne,  Warburton, 
Dr.  Beattie,  John  Wesley,  Geoige  Whitfield, 
Adam  Smith,  Professor  Millar,  Dr.  Robertson, 
Dr.  Paley,  the  Abb6  ^ynal,  M.  Necker,  Dr. 
Porteonai,  and  numbers  more.  One  of  the  last 
prose  writers  on  this  subject,  previous  to  the 
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great  contest,  was  the  Reverend  James  Ramsay,  ' 
vicar  of  Testoii»  in  Keat,  who,  having  resided 
nineteen  years  in  St.Chri8topher%  was  thoroughly  , 
inforiDed  on  every  point,  aod  who  exerted  him- 
adfy  through  the  loedium  of  the  ptesSf  with  ao 
equal  degree  of  ability  and  persevmuice.  The 
poetical  writers  also  were  honourably  active. 
Pope,  Thomson,  Savage,  Shenstone,  Dyerj  Day 
and  Cowper,  all  deprecated,  and  stigmatoed  in 
Rowing  language,  the  wrongs  w  hich  were  inflicted 
upan  the  auftring  natim  of  Africa. 

One  other  Ei^iihman,  and  he  among  the 
most  distinguished  and  etfective,  yet  remains  to 
he  mentioned.  Tliis  is  Mr.  Graoviile  Sharp. 
The  part  which  he  took  was  early  and  decided, 
and  his  exertions  eminently  tended  to  attract  the 
pohlic  notice  to  the  cpnestion  of  slavery.  His 
talents  were  first  called  into  acti<m  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  It  had,  for  many  years,  been  a 
tvmiling  belief,  that  a  slave  comii^  to  England, 
and  receiving  baptism,  became  thereby  free. 
Many  Africans  who  had  been  brought  to  £ng- 
knd,  availed  themselves  of  this  supposed  privi- 
lege, and  set  their  masters  at  dehance.  At  length, 
in  17£9»  the  merchants  and  planters  drew  up  a 
rCase,  for  the  opinion  €i  Yorke  and  Talbot,  who 

then  held  the  offices  of  attorney  and  solicitor- 
general*  These  two  lawyers  decided  in  a  truly 
htwycr^Uke  spirit  Their  righ  teous  judgment  de- 
serves to  be  recorded*   "  We  are  of  opinion," 
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Indies  inta  Gre^t  Britain,  or  Ireland/fitlji^r  wUb 

Ihut  tn»  masters  right  and  property  in  him  ia not 
t^iub}^  determined  or  Yarkd>  aa4  li^t  h^itMm 
dm  notbMiow  fimloin  ufKni  him^  nor  tmlU  Mgr 
altmtioft  in  bis  temponA  condition  in  Iheee  jdng*- 
4oms^  We  are  dso  of  opioiooy  that  the  luabtef 
fsmf  hgaily  compel  bim  to  letnm  tgrn'  to 
fdantations.'^ 

Thus  araiedy  the  planteca  wbo  ftbanced  U>  be 
mining  in  England  00  longer  senipled  to  ad- 
vertise their  slaves  fur  sale,  alon^  with  horaee, 
Cfynciagei^  aod  otber  artkies,  to  o^,  rewards  tor 
apffflthamBng  them  aa  nioaways  whanarar  Ibqjr 

absconded,  to  seize  tiieiii  in  the  streets,  and 
to.  drag  Jtbam  by  vi^^anee  to  the  abips  wbiidi 
man  to.  tvantport  them  to  tba  eokmiei.  So 
much  on  a  level  with  beaBts  were  the  negr(^ 
/eoBflideiseiL  to  ba^  *^  that  penona  in  no  wiae  coo- 
Miied  with  them  began  to  institute  a  trada  ill 
their  persQpSj  making  agreements  with  captains 
ofalpps  goiiq;  to  the  Wast  ladies  to  fMit  them  no 
bbani  at  a  certain  priee.^' 

The  legal  or  rather  iUegal  opinion  of  Yorke 
and  Talbot  contimied  to  be  aotad  upoa  till  176i, 
m  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  when  a  drcum- 
ftance  occurred,  by  which  its  malignant  ii^>mir 
•litMi  isaa.avaDtaaUy  annihilated  <  ▲  mnlir  nf  'dm  . . 
name  Qf  Lisle^  brought  over  iirom  Barbadoes  one 
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JiMMttfudii  Strong;  an  Afrksan  sUm,  whom  te 

used  in  sucii  a  barbarous  manner,  particularly 
by  btating  him  over  the  head  with  a  pkld,  that 
the  unfortunate  victim  was  first  attacked  by  a 
^iiorder  in  his  eyes,  which  threatened  to  deprive 
him  oi  Bight,  and  next  hy  an  ague  and  fever^  ani 
a  lameness  in  both  his  legs.  Having  thus  become 
useless  as  a  domestic,  he  was  turned  adrift,  in 
this  deplorable  rituatioo,  to  beg,  ileal,  jiarve,  or 

die.  lie  was,  however,  restored  to  liealth  by 
Mr.  Wiiham  Sharp,  the  brother  (tf  Mr.  Gimn* 
v31e  Sharp,  and  the  latter  supplied  him  whh 
isoney,  and  procured  for  him  a  place. 

StnMig  was  now  beeeeae  healthy,  robust  and 
happy.  While  he  was  diut  situated,  the  humane 
Lisle  chanced  to  meet  him,  and,  as  Strong  was 
again  able  to  bear  tdl  and  itl-^isage,  his  master 
laudably  determined  that  he  shouid  ha^  his  ae- 
customed  share  of  them.  He,  therefore,  em- 
fimf^A  two  men  to  Iddnap  him,  and  <«rry  him, 
wMukitu  wwtant,  to  AePooltry compter,  wheiw 
he  sold  him  for  thirty  pounds  to  a  man  of  th^ 
name  cf  Kerr.  In  this  emeiigency^  Strong  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  GranviUe  Sharp,  who  pleaded  bis 
cau^e  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  aignmentB  of  some  lawyers,  who  qooted 
Yorke  and  Talbot,  his  lordship  discharged  the 
Oi;gp:ip,  on  the  ground,  however,  that  he  had  been 
.  tahmi  widMmC  «  wammt  A  West  India  captain, 
who  was  iu  readiness  to  convey  Strong  abroad, 
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iken  uaesA  him  as  hk  slave;  bot,  on  Mr.  Sharp 

threatening  to  prosecute  him  for  an  assault,  hm* 
relinquished  the  negro^  who  was  carried  awaj  in 
triomph  by  his  advocate.  An  action,  for  deprive 
ing-hioi  ot  his  property,  was  tbea  coiuiueaced  by 
Kerr  against  Mr.  Sharp,  whiciiy  alber  a  lapse  of 
two  years,  was  decided  in  iavour  of  the  de£BiMi< 
anty  with  treble  costs. 

Being  dissatisfied  with  an  opinion  which  he 
obtained  from  Doctor,  afterwards  Judge,  Black- 
sUtfie,  Mr.  Sharp  devoted  two  or  three  years  to  a 
dose  study  of  the  principles  of  English  law*  The 
result  was  the  publishing,  in  1769,  of  a  book, 
which  had  for  some  time  previousiy  been  circu- 
lated in  maniiscriptj  under  die  title  of  A.iepie 
sentation  uf  the  injustice  and  dangerous  tendency 
of  tolerating  slavery  in  £n^and.''  To  the  au^ 
tfaority  of  Yorke  and  Talbot  he  opposed  that  of 
Lord  Chief-justice  Holt,  who  had  determined 
that  evecy  slave  comii^  into  England  became 
fiee.  But  he  did  not  content  himself  with  op- 
posing one  opinion  to  another.  He  established 
his  doctrine  by  a  profound  inquiry  into  tlie  prin* 
ciples  of  villenage,  and  by  a  reference  to  the  coo* 
stitutional  axiom  "  that  every  man  in  England 
waa  free  to  sue  and  defend  his  rig^,  and  that 
fcAce  could  not  be  used  wiAout  a  legal  prooess.* 

Several  cases  soon  occurred^  in  which  negroes 
were  rescued  from  those  who  were  on  the  point 
of  forcibly  carrying  them  back  to  slavery.  Ver* 
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dicto  of  juries  were,  in  some  insttnces,  given  io 

their  favour.  Still,  no  case  had  ^et  been  decided 
00  the  broad  giround,  whether  ad  African  slavi 
coming  into  England  became  free/'   To  put  the 

question  for  ever  at  rest,  Mr.  Sharp  resolved  ti^( 
the  ftmoiis  case  of  Somerset,  which  was  the  las^ 
should  be  argued  upon  this  basis.  Lord  Mans- 
field, too,  who  was  naturally  somewhat  biassed 
by  the  opinion  of  Yorke  and  Talbot,  aad'who 
began  to  be  doabtful  what  course  to  steer,  was 
equally  anxious  that  the  law  should  be  iinally 
ascertained*   The  most  distbgubhed  connsel  al 

the  bar  were  employed  on  tliis  occasion.  On  th^ 
side  of  freedom  were  Davy,  AUeynep  Maosheldi 
Glynn  and  Hargrave.  Three  diffimnt  sittiop^ 
in  January,  February  and  May,  1772,  were  oc- 
cupied in  this  important  discussion.  The  deeir 
ston  was  finally  pronounced  on  the  d£d  of  June^ 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  of 
the  bencbt  and  it  fully  established  the  great  fiict^ 
that  slavery  could  not  exist  upon  die  soil  of 
Unglaud. 

Mr.  Sharp  did  not  slacken  in  his  laudable 
exertionsy  in  behalf  of  the  negroes,  though  there 
was  little  hope  that  hb  future  labours  would  be 
lewaided  like  his  past.  He  endeavoured  to  ia»- 
press  on  the  ministry  of  that  period  the  craelty 
and  unlawfulness  of  making  slaves,  and  he  con* 
tiooad  to  write  upon  the  sobject»  and  to  stinudale 
others  by  hb  coirespondence  and  example.  In 
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1783,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  producing  a  con- 
sidei'aUe  effect  upon  the  puUic  mindf  by  making 
fcllyand  extetmvfUy  known  the  drcumstances  of 
an  atrocious  transaction,  which  had  taken  place 
on  board  the  Zong  slave^p  of  Liverpool,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Collingwood.  This  tran9ae>- 
tion  was  the  murder  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-two 
danres,  who,  being  sickly,  were  thrown  into  the 
sea,  by  order  of  the  captain,  to  enable  his  owners 
to  claim  the  value  of  them  from  tiie  underwriters, 
which  coiild  nbt  have  been  done  had  the  victims 

died  a  natural  dcalh.  The  pretext  for  this  cold- 
blooded massacre  was  want  of  water,  a  pretext 
which  was  disproved  by  evidence.  The  nnder- 
writers  resisted  the  claim  upon  them,  and,  the 
matter  being  brought  to  trial,  Mr.  Sharp  em- 
ployed a  short-hand  writer,  to  take  down  Ibe 
proceedings,  which  he  afterwards  procured  to  be 
printed  and  widdy  circulated.  Copies  were  sent 
to  the  Lords  of  llie  Admiralty,  and  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  but  they  remained  unnoticed. 

The  attention  of  Parliament  was  thrice  called 
to  the  slave  trade,  but  the  time  was  not  yet  come 
for  its  being  aroused.  In  the  year  1776,  David 
Hartley,  tftie  son  of  Dr.  Hartley,  made  a  motion, 
wWcb  #as  seconded  by  Sir  George  Saville,  **  that 
the  slave  trade  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God, 
and  the  rights  of  men."  His  motion  failed. 
Nothing  more  was  said  upon  the  subject  in  the 
senate  till  June,  1783^  when  a  bill  having  been 
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ktrodticed  to  regulate  the  African  trade^  the 

society  of  Quakers  drew  up  a  petition  against 
the  traffic  in  huaiao  beti^s,  md  prayed  that  the 
fmctice  of  it  might  be  abolished*  It  was  pre^ 
s^nled  by  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  and  spoken  of  with 
lespect  by  Lord  Norths  wbo»  however^  intiaaated 
Ijiat  the  continiiance  of  the  traffic  was  now  be^ 
coiBe  necessary  to  every  nation  in  Europe.  A 
petitkm  was  also  sent  upi  ia  the  following  yetfTn 
froiD  Bridgewater,  and  was  sufiered  (0  lie  upon 

table,,  but  was  beiield  with  sou^eUmg  very 
nearly  approaching  to  dislike^  as  proposiag  % 
measure  which,  if  adopted,  could  not  iail  tf>  be 
the  ruin  of  the  West  Indian  colonies. 

From  what  has  been  stated^  respecting  the 
sentiments  of  George  Fox,  and  the  first  petition 
to  parliament)  it  will  readily  he  concluded  (hat 
the  slave  trade  waa  held  in  abhorreuee  by  the 

whole  body  of  Friends  or  Quakers.  They  were, 
in  reality,  unanimous  on  this  question,  both  io. 
finghtod  and  America,  and  they  emitled  no.offtr 
portunity  of  giving  effect  to  the  principles  which 
they  maintained*  In  England,  as  early  as  the 
year  17^7,  they  passed  a  resolution,  iMosoring 
the  importation  of  negroes;  in  a  still 

sirooger  one ;  in  1768  they  disowned  any  mem« 
ber  who  might  be  found  guilty  of  the  pcactlce; 
i^d  in  1763  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  any 
igisistaoce  whatever  from  being  afiorded  towards 
t^te  carryiDg  of  it  on«  The  petition  foUowedneict 
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ID  sdCcessioD*    They  then  acti?dy  distributed 

tracts  and  essays,  particularly  among  the  rising 
generatioiiy  and  fornied  a  committee  eoosistiag  oi 
m  members,  to  take  soch  measoies  as  might  be 
conducive  to  the  attainment  of  their  object.  The 
rix  members  were  William  Dillwyn,  George 
Harrison,  Samael.Hoare,  Dr.  Thomas  Knowles, 
John  Lloyd}  and  Joseph  Woods.  By  this  com- 
Bttttee  various  books  were  priuted,  and  artides 
were  regularly  inserted  in  many  of  the  London 
and  provincial  journals.^  Its  existencei  howeveTj 
was  unknown  to  the  public  in  general. 

Nearly  the  same  course  was  pursued  by  the 
Quakers  of  America.  They  tirst  discouraged  the 
traffic,  neit  censored  it,  then  disowned  those  who 

had  any  concern  in  it,  and,  lastly,  restored  to 
liberty  the  slaves  of  whom  they  were  themselves 
Sereral  of  tbem  took  an  mcAve 

literary  part  in  the  cause  of  the  Africans.  The 
earliest  of  those  who  thus  aided  were  William 
Boiling,  Ralph  Sandiford  and  Benjamin  Lay. 

To  these  succeeded  John  Woolman,  who  exerted 
himself  witii  equal  zeal  and  eiiect.  But  the  most 
distiogutsbed  of  all  the  adYOcatesof  the  AMeans 
was  Anthony  Benezet,  a  man  of  liberal  education, 
wiio  was  the  son  of  a  French  protestant  refugee. 
Early  in  lifie^  instead  of  engaging  in  mercantite 
pursuits,  to  which  he  had  been  brought  up,  and 
in  which  he  had  the  £urcst  prospect  of  success 
BencBet  chose  the  profession  of  a  schoolflMateri 
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«  being  that  in  which  be  could  be  the  moil 

diffu^dvely  useful  to  his  fellow -creaUiies.  Hii 
courtesy,  uprif^UiesB  and  benevolence,  gave  him 
in  tine  a  wide  influence,  which  be  uniformly  used 
for  the  benefit  of  others.   To  slavery  he  was  a 
detennined  enemy,  and  he  taught  his  scholars  to 
participate  in  his  own  detestation  of  it  He  like* 
wise  published  many  works  on  slavery  and  the 
alave  trade,  among  which  was  the  ftr-dfculatad 
^  Historical  Account  of  (Guinea    and  he  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  correspondence  with  persons 
whoee  sentiments  were  in  unison  with  his  own* 
It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  one  of  these 
correspondents  was  Mr,  Granville  Sharp.  It 
was  the  decision  on  the  Somerset  case  tiiat 
brought  them  to  the  knowledge  of  each  other. 
Among  the  measures  wiuch  fienezet  adopted,  in 
fiMTOttr  of  the  Africans,  was  that  of  writing  to  the 
queen  a  pathetic  letter,  accompanied  by  several 
tracts,  intreating  her  to  turn  her  attention  to  the 
sufferings  of  those  for  whom  he  pleaded,  and  to 
interpose  her  endeavours  in  their  behalf.  Tills 
letter  was  written  in  1785,  and  was  leceifed  widi 
aaarits  of  kindness.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  his 
life  was  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  edu- 
€9Kiag  negroes,  to  the  support  of  wiiich  he  be» 
qneadied  the  small  ibrtune  that  his  industry  had 
acquired.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1784,  a  short 
ilhiess  put  an  €od  to  the  benevolent  caieer  of 
Qenezet.   He  died  at  PhUadelphia,  and  his  re* 


m  AMLmOKOf 

taum  wert  attended  lo  tbe  grave    aiany  ifaoo- 

sands  of  sincere  mourners,  of  all  ranks,  profes- 
•ioQs  aad  parties.  No  hapf»€r  ^Rte  can  be 
aosbed  to  man,  Aan  t6  be  thus  loved  and  tnK 
Qoured  in  life,  and  thus  lamented  in  death. 

The  doctrines  heldi  and  the  ^cam{^  giveii> 
by  the  Quakers  were  net  Milhoat  thx^  eibet  on 
persons  of  other  reiigious  persuasions.  They 

induced  many  to  treat  their  ria/ves  with  ttMfe 
kindneis,  and  some  txy  bear  an  aetive  pott  in  la- 

bouring  to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic  in  slaves.  In 
the  year  I77t  the  Vii^iiia  House  of  Bofgesees 
even  went  so  far  as  to  petition  his  Majesty  te 
remove  such  restraints  upon  the  governors  of  the 
enlonj  as  inhibited  their  assenting  to  kMrs  de^ 
signed  to  check  "  that  inhuman  and  impolitic 
commerce,  the  slave  trade/'  Uk  Fennsylvaniai 
in  the  year  1774,  a  society  was  esttlblbhed  by 
the  cxci  tions  of  James  Pemberton^  a  Quaker, 
and  Dr«  Rash,  the  object  of  which  was  to  pro^ 
note  the  abolitioB  of  Slavery,  and  tile  tMt/t  of 
linee  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondaji^e.  The 
opesatiens  of  this  society  were  cheaked  by  the 
hreaiiing  out  of  the  war ;  bat,  on  the  Mtiim  ef 

peace,  it  became  so  popular  that,  In  1^787,  it  was 
eonsiderably  enlarged,  and  Dr#  Franklin  was  ap^ 
pointed  the  pnssident.  This  event  was  speedily 
fioUowed  by  the  formation  of  similar  bocieties, 
comfMisiag  :pe»ona  oi  alii  reLigbaa  olassesr  il^ 
NewY<tii(y  CkUnMfasi,  New  Jersey;  DAsmus^ 
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Maryland,  and  other  states  of  the  American 

union.  A  mutual  intercourse  was  kept  up  be- 
tweea  these  societies;  the  leading  members  of 
which  also  hekl  an  active  correspoEidence  with 
«uch  individuals  in  England  as  were  friendly  to 
the  cause.  It  was  in  England,  fortunately  for 
her  character,  that  decisive  meMures  had,  at 
,  length,  their  origin. 

It  is  a  trite  observation,  which,  however, 
atrongly  applies  in  the  present  case,  that  great 
events  often  spring  from  the  most  trifling  causes. 
Notwithstanding  the  zeal  and  numbers  of  those 
who  have  been  mentioned  as  hostile  to-  the  com- 
merce ia  human  beings,  there  was  still  something 
wanting  to  give  the  last  impulse  and  the  proper 
direetioa  to  their  eiForts,  and  the  slave  trade 
would,  therefore,  in  all  human  probability,  have 
gone  on  for  many  years,  censured  indeed  by  the 
moralist  and  philanthropist,  but  unexposed  to 
any  formidable  danger,  had  not  the  vice-chan- 
cellor of  the  university  of  Cambridge  chosen  a 
'  short  Latin  question,  as  the  subject  of  the  prize 
dissertations  for  the  year  1785.     The  vice- 
chancellor  was  Dr.  Pegkand,  the  master  of  Mag* 
dalen  College,  and  a  warm  ami  enlightened  friend 
of  icivil  and  religious  liberty.  In  1784  he  preach- 
ed.'a  sermon  before  the  university,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  Introduced  a  strenuous  protest  against 
the  slave  trade,  as  being  a  barbarous  and  inbu- 
nwUraffic,  a  monstrous  iniquity,  which,  sooner 

VOL.  IV.  Y 
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or  biteri  would  be  pumhed  by  the  heaviest  judg- 
nent  of  a  just  and  angry  Deity.  When,  ki  the 

ensuing  year,  he  became  vice-chancellory  he 
thouglbt  it  his  dttty  to  bring  the  trade  under  dis- 
eassion;  mid,  accordingly,  availing  bimself  of 
his  office,  he  gave  out,  as  a  thesis  for  the  senior 
bachelors  of  arts,  the  questioD  Anne  liceat  ii^ 
vitos  in  servitutem  dare  ?"  or,  Is  it  ri(^  to  makfe 
slaves  (tf  others ag^nst  their  will? 

Among  the  senior  bachelors^  who.that  year 
were  qualified  to  write  for  the  prize,  was  Mr. 
Ciarkson.  He  had  gained  the  first  prize  in  the 
pveoediog  year,  and  was,  Iherafope^  aniioQS  to 
maintain  his  supremacy  in  the  present  contest 
for  literary  honours.  His  natural  feelings  of 
nght»  atrengthened  by  the  convietioa  which  Dr. 
Peckard's  sermon  had  produced,  led  him  to 
stand  forth  as  the  deterouned  enemy  of  the  trade. 
As  yet,  however,  he  had  no  docanmls  lo  assist 

him,  and  but  a  tew  weeks  were  allowed  to  com- 
plete  the  cowposition.  To  obtain  a  icnowiec^e 
of  &cts,  he  resorted  to  the  papers  of  a  dectMcd 
friend,  who  had  been  in  the  trade,  and  to  several 
officers  who  bad  beau  in  the  West  Indies ;  but 
the  great  sooroe  c£  his  infonnatkn  waa  Anthony 
Benezet  s  Historical  Account  of  Guinea,  of  which 
he  fortunately  saw  an  advertisenieiit,  and  which 
he  hastened  to  the  metropolis,  for  the  purpoee  of 
procuring. 

At  the  oommeocement  of  his  hibours,  litemiy 
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Teput^tion  was  th^  primary  objiBct  of  M^*  Cl£urk- 
sooy  and  he  ^Aticip^ted  nothing  but  pleasure  from 
the  task  of  marshalling  his  ailments,  and  po- 
lishing his  periods.  When»  how  ever,  he  came  to 
examiop  the  &cts»  the  desire  of  literary  fanpe 
lost  in  a  more  noble  and  powerful  feeling,  that  of 
a  wish  to  benefit  the  oppressed,  and  \^sk  w^ 
rendered  painful  by  the  horrible  nature  of  thf 
scenes  on  which  his  mind  was  forced  to  dwell.  "It 
was/'  eays  he»  in  his  narrative^  "  but  one  gloomy 
subjept  from  morning  till  night  In  the  day  tiqae 
I  was  uneasy.  In  the  night  I  had  little  rest.  I 
sometimes  never  closed  my  eye-lids  for  grief.*' 
So  bent  was  he  upon  the  performance  of  whfit 
he  now  considered  as  a  duly,  that  he  never  slept 
but  with  a  candle  in  his  roomi.thjat  he  n^ight 
instantly  commit  to  paper  th^  ^oughts  which 
occurred  to  him  in  silence  and  solitude.  The 
^«^y  ws^^at  l^th,  finished^  being  J)i)qiomv- 
ed  with  the  first  prize,  was  publiqiy  read  by,  its 
author,  in  the  Sei^e^housoj  at  Cambridjgp. 

Fmm  this  pi:ri<^  the  slave  tnul^  was  the  p«c- 
petually-recurring  subject  of  Mr.  Clarkson^s  me- 
ditation^. Through  the  sununer  and  autumn  of 
i745»  it  haunted  him  by  day  and  by  nigh^  ^ 
he  frequently  retired  to  walk  in  the  iroods,  that 
he  might  reflect  upon  it  undisturbed.  Every 
tioie  that  he  thcn^^t  on  it  was  with  added  gpief. 
He  felt  that  something  ought  to  be  done  in  be- 
half of  4he  Ain^^x^  and  he  ^vied  those  whp  1^^ 
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the  power  of  acting,  by  means  of  their,  seats  in  Par- 
liament, ortheir  great  riches  and  extensive  connec* 
tions.  At  the  same  time  he  was  almost  hopeless 
of  accomplishing  any  thing  by  his  own  efforts; 
and  he  also  feared  that,  at  the  age  of  four-and- 
twenty,  and  unacquainted  with  the  world,  were 
he  to  exert  himself  conspicuously  on  this  occasion, 
he  would  be  considered  as  Quixotic,  perhaps  even 
as  insane.  He  resolved,  however,  at  least  to  trans- 
late his  Latin  dissertation,  enlarge  it  usefully,  and 
try  what  etfect  it  vvuuid  produce  uu  ihe  uiind  of 
the  public. 

While  he  was  in  London  with  this  view,  and  . 

after  he  had  been  discouraged  by  one  bookseller, 
he  accidentally  met  with  a  Quaker  friend,  who 
enquired  the  reason  why  he  had  not  printed  his 
Essay,  and  informed  him,  that  some  members  of 
his  persuasion  were  anxious  to  find  him  out. 
This  casual  meeting  procured  him  an  introdnc- 
tion,  in  the  first  place,  to  James  Piiiihps  and 
William  Dillwyn,  and,  shortly  after,  to  Richard 
Phillips,  Mr.  Granville  Sharp  and  Mr.  Ramsay. 
He  was  now  pleasingly  surprised  to  find  that 
diere  was  a  committee  established  in  England, 
and  a  society  in  America,  and  he  began  to  con- 
ceive hopes  that  the  great  object  of  his  wishes 
might  be  attained^  and  that  he  migbt  have  the 
happiness  of  being  instrumental  in  its  attainment. 
Thus  encouraged,  he  published  liis  Prize  Essay, 
which  was  ushered  into  the  world  in  June,  179^^ 
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one  year  after  it  had  beea  read  at.  Cambridge 

in  its  original  iovm. 

The  Essay  he  now  distribiated  ia  e^ry  quar- 
ter where  there  waa  a  probability  that  it  would 
produce  a  bcuciici^l  etfect ;  and  his  success  far 
outran  bis  ekpectatkms.  .The  pious  aiad  benevo- 
lent  Bennet  Langton,  Loixl  and  Lady  Scarsdalo, 
Dr.  Baker,  Sir  Charles .  and  Lady  Middleton, 
Sir  Herbert  Mackwortb,  Lord  Newhaven,  Lord 
Balgonie,  Lord  Hawke,  Bishop  Porteous,  and 
m&ny  others,  took  a  wariu  mlerest  in  subject, 
and  proinised  that  their  utmost  ex^rtiopv  ahodd 
not  be  wanting.  Animated  by  this  happy  be- 
ginning of  iiis  labours,  Mr,  Ciarkson,  io  a  moment 
df  noUe  enthusiaatny  gave  to  his  fiieods  &  solemn 
pledge  that  he  would  devote  himself  to  the  cause, 
to  the  complete  abandonment  of  every  utba\pur- 
sittt  He  had,  at  tUs  time,  flatiiertqg  pfoapedi 
of  rising  in  the  church,  the  relinquishing  of  which 
-  would,  he  knew,  |^ve  dissatisfaction  to  his  family, 
anfl  he  knew,  too,  that  the  task  which  he  had 

undertaken  would  be  one  of  incessant  toil,  and 
of  doubtful  issue;  yei,  on  a  calm  consideraUoa 
of  the  whole,  he  resolved,  at  whatever  risk  or 
sacrifice,  to  abide  by  tlie  pledge  which  he  had 
given.  . 

Nor  was  Mr,  Clarkson  occupied  only  in  the 
distribution  of  his  Essay.  *  He  had  also  to  make 
the  necessary  enquiries  respecting  the  mode  in 
which  the  slave  traffic  was  condqctedv  In^jtbia 
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he  was  ottmA  emy  ttsietftnoe  which  Sir  Charies 

Middleton,  as  comptroller  of  the  navy,  couid 
ffve  to  biDi.  From  vessels  which  traded  to 
Africa  he  firoeored  specii«ens  «f  the  {tvodooe  nad 
manufactures  of  the  country,  in  order  to  prore 
liiftt  a  more  gainful  and  hoaourable  conneree 
inight  -be  carried  on  with  it  Dhan  that  of  tiuimrii 
beings.  He  Hkewise  visited  slave  ships,  and  ob- 
ttSsioi  accei&s  to  therecorAs^  tbeCustMnMhoaseb 
•of  LoiMetyarid  IMetpfxAt  and  to  muHk  individuab 
as  were  capable  of  giving  information  as  to  the 
stM^r  t>f  the  West  Mies  kiid  of  the  AMcan  ein- 
#^eiif.  *T^wo  important  fficts  he  thus  ascertained ; 
namely,  that  at  least  one^liith^  and  probably  one- 
'hidf,  <»f  the  Mafh^  engaged  m  the  slave  Hade 
perished  in  that  unhealthy  employment,  and  that, 
the  <x>ionies,  a  mild  and  prudent  treatment  x>f 
1M  lAiv^es  w^kl  so  incrMethar  mmibers,  is  to 

p^^ffefft  tlie  iiecessity  of  further  importalionSi 

It  had,  from  the  beginniag,  been  a  awn  ob- 
ject with  Mr.  Glurksen  to  iviepest  in  the  cauae 
those  who  had  the  power  of  directir^g  to  it  the 
attention  of  the  legislature.  Thai  object  he  now 
MtalAlBd.  Sir  Riehafd  Hill,  Mr.  Vmw,  Mr. 
Windham,  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne*  and  other 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  declared 
IbetilsielveB  iMstiic  to  the  tnUte.  But  first  among 
the  first  was  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who^  having  oaie- 
^Uy  eaafloMidd  tbi»  «fidedoe^  {pledged  himsetf  to 
bring  fwward  the  qaestiod  ift  BaiiiaiiNnt^  if  no 
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person  moie  proper  eonld  be  fbundL  Hk  siAmb* 
quent  uawearied  zeal  and  labours  fully  proved 
thai  DOOM  could  be  more  iMMTthj  of  dttahonanq^ 
tUetaA. 

The  business  being  thus  far  advanced,  it  was 
resohred  to  kmn  a  more  extmfive  ;iwmiM«e> 
oonristing  of  twelve  persons,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  Mr.  Granville  Sharp.  It  met,  for  the  hrst 
time»  on  the  Sfid  of  May,  mr.  ThatitiewUeh 
it  ahould  assume  became  necessarily  a  subject  of 
discussion.  After  mature  deiiberatioa,  it  was 
dKNif^t,  ibr  more  tiwn  one  reason,  impniteit 
to  aim  at  accomplishing  too  much.  There  were 
two  evflsy  which  it  was  desirahie  to  xemovei 
namely,  sbmyawl Aemflic  in siam;  but, as il 

was  improbable  that  more  than  one  of  these  could 
be  attacked  with  suocess,  it  behoved  the  oein- 
ffiitlae  to  make  a  pnideal  ohoioe  with  respect  lo 
their  object.  It  was  hnally  determined  that  the 
eommitlee  sliould  not  meddle  with  the  state  of 
slavery,  as  it  Aenetisted,  but  that  It  should  con* 
fine  its  efforts  to  bringing  about  the  abolition  of 

the  siave  trade,  and  thai  it  should  be  named  ae- 
eordingly.  Thb  deeisioii  was,  mdoutodly,  a 
proof  of  wisdom. 

The  next  stq>  was  to  cdlect  information  to 
as  great  an  extent  as  was  possible,  from  the  ports 
which  might  be  termed  the  head-quarters  of  the 
tmde.  With  this  mw,  Mr.  Ckntoon  lasited 
Bristol  and  Liverpool,  and,  in  spite  of  numerous 
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obstacles,  and  no  small  personal  danger,  he  as* 

certained  a  variety  of  important  facts,  and  drew 
tpgetiier  such  a  mass  of  evidence  as  he  had 
scarcely  hoped  to  find.  All  that  be  bad  heard 
or  read,  relative  to  the  base  and  cruel  mode  of 
Jtidoapping  the  slaves,  and  the  sufferings  which 
ibey  .  iiad'to  endure  on  their  passa^  to  the  West 

.Indies,  was  incunlrovertibly  established,  by  the 
testimony  of  a  crowd  of  witnesses.   He  purchased 
:the  band-cnfis  and  the  Icg*bolts  for  Unking  the 
slaves  L\v  o  by  two,  the  thumb-screws  for  torturihg' 
.theiUi  and  the  ii^unent  for  wronching  open  the 
'inontts  of  thcise  wbo.refosed  to  eat;  and  he 
.measured  the  dimensions  of  ihe  slave  vesseb, 
;and.  discorered  that,  in.  hianf .  iostsnoes,  the 
wretched:  victims  were  atowed  into  so.  naitow-a 
space,  that  they  must  sit  down  during  the  wiiaie 
.oltbe  voyage,  and  that  each  (rfihem  muatconr 
tract  his'lioibs  within  the  scanty  linsits  of  thr^ 
*  iS^^iare  feet.    lie  procured  proot,  too,  that  the 
-misery  of  the  traffic  waa  not  confined  to  the 
Africans;  for,  thi^  the  seamen. employed  in  the 
-Jiavig^itioii  were  entrapped  into  the  service  by 
,the  most  inftmous  arts ;  -that  thfsy  were^deiiraad- 
ed,  ill-treated,  and  even  murdered^  with  impunity; 
jaud  that  ti)e  mort^Uty.aoMkng  them  h^^s  so  enor- 
:'ni9M9'.V  -^>n99titfli  stagger .telief.  .Atthesaoe 
'  time,  as  he  had  before  done,  he  diligently  sought 
.ior  specimens  .ot  .AfrieaQ  produce^to  shpia^  the 
possibility  oficairyjagon  ^ilb.Afoi^luxinoecei^t 
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and  beneficial  mteraourse.  la  this  aeardibewas 

exceedingly  successful,  having  gathered  samples 
of  maay  articles,  which  were  both  useful  and 
beautiM.  Before  bU  return  to  tbe  inetropoUs^ 
he  travelled  to  Bath,  Bridgcwater,  Monmouth, 
Che&ter;  Worcesteri  aod  other  places  of  note, 
secured  aeveral  friends  to  tbe  cause,  and  among  » 
them  the  editors  of  some  provincial  papers ;  ob- 
tained the  promise  of  petitions  .to  the  legislature ; 
and  laid  the  foundatiDn  of  committees  to  oc^ 
operate  ^vith  that  which  was  established  in  Lon- 
don. Throughout  this  journey  bis  toil  was 
incessant,  and  tbe.dUiculties  with  wUcb  be  had 
to  encounter  would  have  discouraged  a  mind  less 
stKtag  and  .entbosiaatic  than  his-  own.  Such 
were  tbe  fears  of  theee  vAio  were'acquaioled  with 
the  facts  which  he  wished  to  l^now,  that,  in  many 
oaaes,  not  a  tittle  of  evidenoe  could  he  extracted 
without  much  persevmnce  and  persuarion. 

The  committee,  meanwhile,  had  not  been 
idle.  It  had  increased  tta  number,  opened  a  coiw 
respondence  with  the  American  societies,  dis^ 
trihuted  several  thousands  of  circular  letters  and 
traet^/  and  received  oiEm  of  aaaifltaiiGe  fnom  a 
host  of  respectable  and  distinguished  individuals, 
in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  in  France. 

day  bcouf^ht  :fiesh  <injEbriiiation  and  frasfa 
allies;  and,  though  most  of  the  members  were 
eng^ed  in  commercial  or  otbei;  fmrsuits^  they 
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ime  imiibrailjr  at  their  fM»tt  at  the  periods 

nhieh  were  appointed  for  dieir  meeting. 

By  the  commencement  of  17 88,  these  exer-» 
tiomhafl{Mrodiiced  so  tnoch  eSact^  that  the  puUk 
voice  was  loudly  raised  against  the  continuance 
of  the  trade.  Thirty-five  petitions  were  on  the 
taUe  of  the  House  of  CommoBS  by  the  middle  of 

Febnuiiy,  and  many  more  were  expected  to 
follow  theoL  In  this  state  of  thin^,  and  conr 
sidering  the  laagiiitiide  of  (he  mtemts  wkieh 
were  at  stake,  the  government  deemed  it  proper 
to  institute  an  enquiry  mto  the  sobiect  By  an 
order  of  oonneil,  of  the  11th  of  Fobniary,  the 
king  directed  that  a  committee  ot  privy  council 
ahoold  sit  as  a  board  of  trade,  ^  to  take  nilo  their 
consideration  the  present  state  of  the  Aftieea 
trnde,  particularly  as  far  as  related  to  the  prao- 
tioe  and '  manner  of  poichasiisg  or  obtaumg 
slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  importa- 
Am  and  sale  thereof,  either  in  the  British  colo- 
•Hies  and  settiements,  or  in  the  foreipi  edonies 
-and  setdetnents  in  America  or  the  West  Indies ; 
mud  also  as  far  a&  related  to  the  effects  and  con- 
sequenoes  of  die  trade  both  in  Alrica  and  ift  the 
said  colonies  and  settlements,  and  to  the  general 
coounence  of  this  langdom ;  and  that  diey  shoaki 
report  to  Urn  in  council  the  molt  of  their 
quiries,  with  such  observations  as  they  might  have 
to  o&r  tfaesippoQ/ 
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Whmk  iMs  mesMira  was  adopted^  Mr.  Wil- 

berferce  was  too  ill  to  exert  himself,  but  he  loU 
no  time  ia  writii^  to  Mr.  Clarksoa,  to  infonn 
fauR  df  k,  aad  to  hasten  him  to  Loadon,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  such  steps  as  migiit  be  neces- 
•aiy.  The  ftrst  thing  done  by  Mr.  Clarksoa 
was  the  obtainhig  of  an  interview  witb  Mr.  Pkt^ 
the  way  for  which  had  beeu  opened  by  Mr. 
Wilbertma.  He  laid  beibre  that  enrinent  states- 
man all  the  books,  documents,  and  AfrioAn  pro- 
dttotions  which  he  had  procured.  Mr.  Put  exr 
iMtoined  tbem  with  the  utmost  care  and  patieno^ 
fnade  mimerous  enquiries,  expressed  freely  his 
doubts,  and  scrutinized  the  evidence  minutely* 
The  lesult  was  that  I  went  away,"  aays  Mr. 
Clarkson,  "  under  a  certain  conviction  that  I  had 
left  him  much  impressed  in  our  favour/'  He 
Imd  indeed  left  him  so  impieaaed,  and  the  inr 
pression  was  speedily  strengthened  and  confirm- 
ed, beyond  the  power  of  being  e^ced.  A  report 
jMfing  gone  Isrtby  that  the  eonncil  would  eKamine 

witnesses  only  on  the  side  of  the  trade,  Mr. 
Clarkson  again  waited  upon  Mr.  Pitt,  and  ro- 
osived  an  assufance^  that  e^ery  penon  wbom 
the  committee  should  think  proper  to  send  vvould 
aertainly  be  heard«  Mr.,  now  Lord,  Greavilie  was 
4fae  next  person  witb  wbom  Mr.  Clarkaon  bad  a 
conference,  and^  as  he  was  not  shackled  by  of- 
cmideiiatiiMiSy  he  unbeutatiiigly  dedared 
kMufldf  an  enemy  lo  the  trade. 
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The  witnesees  on  the  side  of  the  trade  were 
those  which  were  first  examined  by  the  council. 
Among  them,  to  the  great  surprise  and  sorrow  of 
Mr.  Clarkson,  was  a  Mr*  Norris,  who,,  at  Liver* 
pool,  had  <i,ivcn  to  him  extensive  information, 
and  appeared  to  be  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
traffic;  but  who,  nevertheless,  now  basdy  dis*- 
obeyed  the  dictates  ol  iiis  conscience,  and  came 
.  forward  in  behalf  of  tliat  very  practice  which  he 
had  lately  loaded  with  execrations. .  One  ant«' 
ioriu  biory  was,  of  course,  told  by  these  gentle- 
men. According  to  their  statement,  the  trade, 
far  irom  Veing  a  nuisance  and  an  iniquity,  was 
an  admirable  proceeding,  a  real  benefit  to  hu- 
manity. They  denied  stoutly  that  kidnapping 
ever  look  place,  or  that  wars  were  ever  waged, 
for  the  sole  purpose  ol  obtaming  slavtt;  they 
described  the  African  princes  as  being  a  set  of 
faarbarians,  who  looked  upon  theif  subjects  as  no 
better  than  beasts,  put  them  to  death  on  the 
most  frivolous  pretexte  of  superstition  or  'pas- 
siion,  .  and  even  for  mere  amusement  or  ornar 
-ment,  made  piles  of  their  headis.  at  the  palace- 
gat^  like  the  •  (nles  of  shot  in  ais  arsenal ;  they 
asserted  that  those  sold  for  slaves  were  generally 
prisoners  taken  in  battle,  or  sentenced  to  die  for 
various  crimes;  and  they  contended,  therefoie^ 
that  the  slave  trade  was  a  blessed  ineans  of  saving 
these  victims^  who  would  otherwise  be  sacrificed ; 
it  being  the  custom  in  Afiica  to  destroy  all  cap- 
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tives  and  crimiaaisy  provided  they  were  not 
snatched  from  this  untimely  fiite,  by  the  be^ 

nevolent  hands  of  the  traiBckers  in  human 
flesh. 

These  hardy  assertions  produced,  as  was  ex* 

pectedi  a  prejudicial  efifect  upon  a  part  of  the 
councili  and  of  the  public.  It  began  to  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  members  of  the  oommittee  were 
at  best  credulous  men,  who  had  allowed  them- 
lelves  to  be  deceived  by  false  reports,  and  whose 
exertions,  if  not  discouraged,  were  likely  to  be 
productive  of  incalculable  mischief.  The  friends 
of  the  trade  held  their  heads  high,  and  loudly 
boasted^  "  that  they  would  soon  do  away  all  tlie 
idle  tales  which  had  been  invented  ag^nst  them," 
and  prove  their  opponents  to  be  grossly  ignorant^ 
or  gross  calumniators.  At  the  same  time,  that 
nothing  might  be  left  undone  in  support  of  their 
cause,  they  procured  to  be  written  by  one  Harrisi 
formerly  a  clergyman  and  a  Jesuit,  but  then  a 
•  clerk  in  a  slave  house,  a  book  bearing  the  title  of 
Scriptural  Researches  on  the  licitness  of  the 
Slave  Trade,"  in  which  an  endeavour  was  made 
to  prove  that  the  traffic  was  consistent  with  re- 
vealed reli^on.  This  book,  despicable  as  it  was, 
had  sufficient  intluence  to  mislead  uiany  persons 
of  weak  minds,  who  were  led  by  its  sophistry  to 
^  believe,  that  to  oppose  the  trade  was  to  act  in 
contradiction  to  the  sacred  writings.  Never  was 
theie-  a  stronger  proof  of  the  truth-  of  the  old 
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saying,  that  the  devil  can  quote  Scripture  to  ibr^ 

Tbese  arti,  however,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
were  of  no  pcrnianeDt  advantage  to  those  by 
whom  tbejrwete  employed.  It  was  soon  kiK>wDy 
that  all  the  persons  hitherto  examined  were  ji^- 
terestedg  and  that  the  evideoce  of  Mr.  Norris 
was  in  duect  .opposition  to  his  own  prevKW 
testimony.  By  a  strict  examination  of  the  witi^ 
nesses  in  favour  of  the  trade,  it  was  also  provedl* 
that  the  major  part  of  what  bad  been  asserljsd 
had  no  foundation  in  truth  ;  that  slaves  were,  in 
reality,  often  kidnapped ;  tliat  prisoner^  were  npt 
universally  put  to  death;  that  the cmeltiesand 

superstitions,  which  had  been  represei^ted  to  be 
gieneral  in  Africa,  were  confined  to  one  or  jtwp 
insignificant  countries;  and  that  the  beaiitifid 

humanity  of  the  traders  did  not  induce  them  to 
save  from  execution  Any  of  the  victims  who  .were 
unsuitable  for  their  purpose.  On  the  side.of  the 
abolition,  Mr.  I  al  con  bridge,  and  some  others 
acquainted  with  the  country,'  were  now  brought 
forward.  At  this  critical  time,  too.  Dr.  fipanp- 
man  and  Mr.  Wadstrom,  who  had  been  coip- 
missioned  by  the  King  pf  Sweden  to  make  disr 
coveries  in  botany  and  mberalogy,  arrived  from 
Africa.  Dr.  3paarman  was  heard  by  tiie  couJ)ci)| 
aad  his  deposition  established  theiaots,  jthi^t  wpn 
were  entered  into  solely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
$laveS|  an4  at  the  iqstjflpktion  of  the  tr^eij|Br«wb9 
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flometioM  iatoucatcd  the  Dftlive  priioea»  lo 

duoe  them  to  consent ;  that  the  confidence  be- 
{  tweeo  man  and  maa  was  destroyed  by  the  rewafds 
which  were  held  oqI  to  individiials  to  prompt 
them  to  kidnap  each  other ;  and  that  the  Afri- 
cans would  become  a  happy  and  Aonriflhing 
people^  were  ifaey  not  pveveated  hy  the  eauslenoB 
of  the  degrading  and  destructive  traffic  which 
was  now  under  consideration.  The  scale  was 
4bi»  agun  turned  in  favour  of  the  firiend*  of  the 
abolition. 

Petitions  were  now  pouring  in  irom  ail  papti 
of  the  Idnglomi  and  «U  daases  of  persona ;  ao 
less  than  a  hundred  and  three  being  presented  in 
the  courae  of  the  seseion ;  and  it  became  the 
general  ofMiMm  that,  notwithstaadbg  the  enquiry 
carried  oo  by  the  privy  council,  somtitliing  ought 
to  he  done  by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Wilberfarce  was  still  in  socb  a  slite  of 
health  as  to  be  incapable  of  attending  to  his 
parliamentary  duties.  Mr.  Sharp,  thersforcy  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  subject  The 
minister  assured  him  that  he  was  friendly  to  the 
■belitien,  bat  that,  as  the  mattery  fiom  its  im- 
portance,  required  to  be  examined  minutely,  and 
as  the  session  was  too  far  advanced  to  allow  of 
such  an  exaininatioo*  he  would  consider  whether 
the  forms  of  the  house  would  admit  of  any  mea- 
sure that  would  be  obiigi&tory  upon  them  to  take 
up  the  question  at  an  early  period  of  the  eosiuAg 
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session*  He  speedily  found  a  precedent,  and  lie 
,  Ihen  gave  notice  to  the  committee  that,  in  a 

few  days,  be  wouid  submit  a  motioa  to  Uie 
House.  Deputations  were  in  consequence  sen^ 
by  the  committee,  to  various  members,  to  re- 
quest their  support,  and  among  them  to  Mr. 
Fox,  wbo  readily  promised  to  lend  to  the  cause 
of  humanity  the  zealous  aid  of  his  powerful  ta- 
lents and  eloquence. 

The  advocates  of  the  planters  and  traders  were 
not  taken  by  surprise  on  lliis  uccasioii.  They 
expected  that  the  question  would  ere  long  be 
brought  forward  in  the  Commons  House,  and 
they  had  prepared  accoidmgly.  Lord  Peiirliyn, 
one  of  the  members  for  Liverpool,  bad  already 
moved  for  such  papers  relative  to  ships  employ* 
ed,  goods  exported,  produce  imported,  and  duties 
upon  the  same,  as  would  shew  the  vast  value  of 
the  trade  which  it  was  in  contemplation*  to 
abohsh. 

At  length,  on  the  ninth  of  May,  Mr.  Pitt 
made  his  promised  motion.  It  was  that  this 
House  will,  early  in  the  uext  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, proceed  to  take  into  consideration  the  cir- 

comstances  of  the  slave  trade  complained  of  in 
the  said  petitions,  and  what  may  be  bt  to  be 
done  thereon."    The  motion  was  cautiously 

worded,  and,  in  proposing;  it,  Mr.  Pitt  spoke 
with  equal  caution.  He  studiously  refrained 
from  even  hinting  any  opinion  of  his  own,'ai|d 
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dwelt  soldy  on  the  imfioilance  of  the  stilgec^ 

nnd  the  consequent  necessity  of  a  cool  and  pa- 
tient investigation  of  it.  in  all  its  bearings  and 
rdalions.  The  season  was,  he  88id»  too  hr  ad- 
vanced for  them  to  enter  on  such  an  extensive 
enquiry^  and,  it  was,  besides,  desirable  to  wait 
awhile,  till  they  could  obtain  tiie  result  of  the 
labours  of  the  committee  of  privy  council. 

The  gjBiieral  feeling  of  the  House,  on  this 
day,  was  decidedly  hostile  to  the  trade,  which 
was  spoken  of  with  more  or  less  of  severity  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Martin,  Sir  Wiliiam 
Dolben,  Mr.  L.  Smith,  Mr.  Grigby,  Mr.  Bas- 
tard, Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Pelbam  and  others. 
Blame  was  attributed  to  the  minister,  by  Mr. 
Fox,  for  not  having  declared  what  were  his  own 
sentiments,  and  both  he  and  Mr.  Burlce  protested 
against  the  House  being  influenced,  or  its  pro- 
ceedings retarded,  by  any  undue  deference  to  the 
committee  of  privy  council.  It  was,  Mr.  Fox 
said,  their  duty  to  advise  the  king,  and  not  to  ask 
his  advice;  and  to  this  it  was  added,  by  Mr. 
Burke,  that  if  the  representatives  of  the  people 
wished  to  preserve  their  functions,  their  under-  ^ 
standings^  their  honour,  and  their  dignity,  he  ad- 
vised them  to  beware  of  committees  of  privy 
council.   The  Commons  ought  not  virtually  to 

abdicate  their  lii^li  trust,  ;iiid  thus  compel  the 
people  to  believe  Uaat  the  privy  council  was  more 
ready  than  they  were  to  attend  to  petitions.  At 
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Hie  sane  time,  it  was  owned,  by  the  apeaken^ 

that  the  ministers  were  perfectly  justifiable,  in 
having  advised  the  iormatioa  of  &  conunittee* 

Lord  Peorfayn  and  Mr.  Oaacoyne  weie  die 
only  two  members  who  opened  their  lips,  on  the 
side  of  the  traffic.  kii&  lordship  cooaidered  the 
African  planters  and  merchants  as  having  been 
grossly  calumniated,  and  he  affirmed  that  they 
were  anxious  for  an  immediate  enquiry*  He 
admitted,  however,  that  if  the  charges  were  Ime^ 
the  tiade  ought  to  be  abolished ;  and  that,  at  all 
events,  some  regulations  mij^t  not  be  improper. 
Mr.  Gascoyne  joined  him  in  the  cry  about 
calumny ;  described  a  total  abolition  of  the  trade 
as  unnecessaryi  visionary,  and  impracticable;  and 
hoped  diat  the  hoose  would  not  fcrget  the  trad^ 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  country.  But 
even  he  professed  not  to  be  averse  fram  seeing  an 
attempt  made  to  modify  or  alter  whatever  mi^t 
be  proved  to  be  objectionable. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  thus  the  House  of 
Commons  stood  pledged  to  a  solemn  considera- 
tion ef  the  subject  Such,  indeed,  was  the  en- 
thusiasm at  the  moment,  that  a  vote  of  inimediate 
abolition  might  possibly  have  been  carried.  There 
is,  however,  as  Mr.  Clarkson  has  justly  observed, 
but  little  reason  to  regret,  that  such  an  important 
measure  was  not  adopted  with  a  degree  of  haste, 
and  seeming  want  of  reflection^  which  m^ht  have 
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ttiMn  doobtfe  upon  ito  justice,  and,  perhaps, 
been  ukicoately  injurious  to  the  stability  of  thei 
triumph.  , 

It  has  been  seeti  that  even  the  members  of 
liverpool  did  not  deny  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  regiilatioos.  We  shall  soon  see^  how  little 
they  were,  in  reality,  disposed  to  admit  of  any 
change.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  or  rather 
eoavefsatioBy  which  has  just  been  narrated,  Sir 
William  13olben  strongly  dwelt  upon  the  miseri^ 
which  the  Africans  endured  in  their  passage  to 

West  Indies,  or,  as  it  wasteefanioaUy  tenned; 
in  the  Middle  Passage,  As,  during  this  session, 
nothing  could  be  done  on  the  great  question,  he 
now,  as  a  temporary  measule,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  alleviate,  in  a  small  degree, 
those  miseries,  by  securing  to  the  captives  pro- 
jper  and  sufficient  food,  and  allowing  them  a 
somewhat  larger  space  than  that  into  which  they 
had  hitherto  beea  crowded.  What  he  asked  for 
them  was,  in  tnci,  scarcely  mora  than  permission 
to  have  the  power  of  giving  motion  to  their 
HmU. 

The  plan  of  the  honourable  mover  was  highly 
approved  of  by  several  of  the  members,  but  Lord 
Frederic  Campbell  wished  to  postpone  the  dis- 
cussion^  on  the  ground  than  theie  was  too  general 
a  warmth  of  feeling  to  admit  of  the  operation  of 
reason,  and  Mr.  Gascoyne,  though  he  had  pro* 
mised  not  to  be  hostile,  gave,  in  a  few  words, 
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ominous  note  of  that  opposition  which  he  and  his' 

colleague  subsequently  made  to  the  proceeding. 

The  Liverpool  merchants  immediateiy  took 
the  alarm,  and  determined^  not  only  to  oppose 
the  bill  in  all  its  stages,  but  also  the  principle  of 
it ;  that  is  to  say,  they  determined  to  oontend 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  privi- 
lege of  stifling  and  pressing  to  death  the  slaves 
whom  they  were  transporting.  They  petitioiMid  the 
House,  and  were  allowed  to  employ  counsel  and 
bring  forward  evidence,  in  support  of  their  claim. 
The  witnesses  maintained  that  do  change  was  ne- 
cessary, seeing  that  every  thing  that  was  possible 
was  done  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  slaves^ 
who  had  plenty  of  room,  f^enty  of  air,  and  plenty 
of  provisions,  who  amused  themselves  with  danc- 
ing on  the  deck,  and  were  scarcely  diminished  in 
their  numbers  by  disease,  during  the  whole  of 
the  voyage.  The  ships  were,  they  affirmed,  ex- 
pressly built  for  the  purpose,  with  conveniences 
superior  to  those  of  other  vessels.  To  sum  up 
all,  they  said,  that  the  middle  passage  *'  was  one 
of  the  happiest  periods  of  a  negro's  life«"  .  As  a 
make-weight,  however,^  to  this  story,  they  added, 
that  the  trade  would  be  utterly  ruined,  if  the 
merchants  were  compdled  to  take  lesis  than  two 
fid!*«i2ed  or  three  smaller  Africans  to  a  ton. 

Unfortunately  for  them,  Mr.  Pitt  had  pre- 
iiously  caused  a  strict  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  dimensions  of  the  slave  ships,  and  the  mode 
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*of  their  construction.  From  the  witnesses  them- 
selves, too,  when  they  came  to  be  cross«^examiiied, 
the  truth  was^  though  with  difficulty,  exiraded. 

It  was  found  that  no  slave  had  more  than  live 
feet  six  inches  in  length  and  sixteen  in  breadth 
to  lie  on ;  that,  between  the  floor  and  the  ceiling 
another  tier  of  slaves  was  stowed  upon  a  sort  of 
shelves ;  that  the  whole  space  from  the  floor  to 
the  ceiling  was  never  more  tiian  Ave  feet  eight 
inches,  sometimes  only  four  feet ;  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  vessels  were  not  huilt  for  the  pur- 
pose; that  the  men  were  chained,  two  and  two, 
by  their  hands  and  feet,  and  also  by  ruig-bolts, 
which  were  fastened  to  the  deck ;  that  each  per- 
son had  daily  but  a  pint  of  water,  and  two  meab 
of  yams  or  horse-beans ;  that  the  dancing,  wliich 
bad  been  so  poetically  described,  consisted  of 
jomping  in  their  irons  for  exercise,  and  tiiat  tbey 
were  whipped  when  they  refused  to  . do  it;  that 
thej  were  usually  below  deck  fifteen  or  sixteen 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  in  rainy  wea- 
ther could  not  come  up  for  two  or  three  days 
together ;  that  in  this  state  tbej  were  scarcdy 
able  to  breathe,  and  some  died  of  soflbcation ; 
that  the  mortality,  on  an  average,  was  ten  in  the 
hundred,  fam  the  period  of  taking  die  skvee  on 
board  to  that  of  landing  them  in  the  West  Indies ; 
and,  lastly,  that  the  mortality  anwuig  the  crews,  . 
thouf^  not  equal  to^t  nmong  the  negroes^was 
so  enormious  as  to  prove  that  l^ie  trade,  instead 
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of  htirngf  ss  btd  been  j^eaded,  a  aonery  of  B99(r 

men,  was,  in  reality  a  grave.  It  was  proved,  on 
the  iduetaot  testimony  of  Mr.  Dalzell,  that,  in 
one  voyage,  he  baA  kst  more  than  a  third  of  hfe 

metif  and  a  larger  proportion  of  his  slaves.  It 
wa«  also  iocoatrovertibly  proved,  that  the  assier- 
doBtlhat  the  trade  could  sot  be  carried  00  unleis 

three  blacks  were  allowed  to  a  ton,  was  a  daring 
falaebood  ^  96  a  majori^  of  the  vesAels^  crowded 
as  tfaejr  wetCy  carried  a:  number  ooe^tenth  lesB 
than  that  which  it  was  now  alarmed  must  be 
pcautedy  ia  order  to  prevent  the  traffic  from 
eomiiig  a  niinous  one  to  those  who  were  eugagiyl 
0  It 

When  the  hleo)c4  iq  the  bill  wen^  fiUipg  up^ 
on  the  fiOtfi  of  June,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  the 

act  should  have  a  retrospective  operation,  to 
cammflaca  from  the  tenths  This  was  violently 
opposed  by  the  members  for  Liverpool,  and  by 
Mr.  Brickdaiej  but  was  carried.  Sir  Williiuo 
Dalben  then  proposed  tp  apportion  five  map  p 
every  three  tons,  in  ships  under  a  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  burthen,  and  three  men  to  two  tons  in 
ships  of  a  larger  nae«  This  also  was  opposed* 
and  gave  occasion  to  a  warm  and  eloquent  de- 
hate,  in  which  the  banourable  movm  wa^  s^y 
anpinrtad  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  lord  Pejgn^ff, 
Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  t^itt,  .tfee 

latt^  of  wham  ^ammented  severely  m^m^ 
denesi  lad  gave  a  dtoisive  opinio  jugmrt  ^ 
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trade.  The  motion  was  carried  by  sixty-six 
•gMnrt  five,  aod  the  biU  was  passed  and  sent  up 
tdtheLgfds. 

The  opponents  of  the  oieasure  had  been  dis- 
graced and  defeated  in  the  Cominons,  hut  thej 
were  nrither  abashed  nor  disheartined.  Thejr 
pursued  the  bill  to  the  Lords,  with  more  io- 
veteraqr  than  ever,  and  they  found  there  a  fijend 
with  congenial  feelingi*  Thebc  counsel  and  Adr 
witnesses  were  again  heaxd^  but  as  Lord  chao^ 
eellor  Tburloir,  who  was  then  iadispoaed,  bad 
made  known  fab  wish  to  be  present  at  the  debate, 
the  committee  was  postponed* 

It  was  boped»  by  some  penons^  that  bis  loiA- 
ship  would  lend  his  aid  to  the  bill.  But  they 
certainly  did  not  ioiow  him.  A  tyrant  hiatself, 
Ue  qrmpatbiee  were  not  Uksdy  to  be  roused  in 

behalf  of  slaves.  It  is  painful  to  be  compelled 
to  say  that,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  b 
be  acted  with  the  haid^hearledness  of  a  negro- 
driver,  and  the  chicanery  of  a  pettifogging  attor- 
ney. His  first  effort  in  the  Uouse^  after  his 
recovery,  was  to  attack  the  bill  in  a  violent  phi- 
lippic, tiie  humanity  and  logic  of  which  were 
woithy  of  each  other.  The  bill  was^  he  sakl» 
fidl  of  nonsense  atid  inconsistency  from  bepnning 
to  end,  and  at  any  rate,  ougfit  not  to  have  been 
fatoi^t  fisrwaid  this  seision,  as  the  introdudug 
of  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  finth  of  the 
other  Uoase*    It  was^  he  maintained,  higUy 
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nfirjust,  after  the  questkm  had  been  postponed 
till  next  ;year,  that     this  sudden  fit  of  phi- 
lanthropyi  which  was  but  a  few  days  old,  shouU 
be  allowed  to  disturb  the  public  mind,  and  to 
become  the  occasion  of  bringing  men  to  the 
metropolis  with  tears  in*  their  eyes  and  honor  ia 
their  countenances,  to  deprecate  the  ruin  of  their 
property,  which  they  had  embarked  ^n  the  faith 
t>f  Parliament."  With  respect  to  the 'trade  itself» 
the  ground  on  which  he  rested  liis  defc  nee  of  it 
wasy  that,  the  French  had  lately  oibred  large 
tptemrams  toenooomge  it,  and  that,  as  they  were 
a  politic  people,  there  was  reason  to  presume 
•ami,  in  abandoning  it,  we  were  dmg  politically 
wrong.  :  He  was  seconded  by  the '  Duke  of 
Chandos  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  the  former 
of  whom  largely  dealt  forth-predictioiis  of  insniv 
rections  and  massacres'  in  the  colonies,  while  tUe 
latter  trenibied  at  the  idea  of  the  probable  rum 
of  oor  nariBe,  and  the  consequentascendeney  of 
*  Flwce;-irom  ithe'loss  of  a  traffic  which,  in  spite 
of  the  evidenjce,  he  persisted  in  considering  as  a 
healthy  nursery  of  seamen. 
.    Futile  as  were  such  arguments,)  or  rather  as- 
sertions, the  hostility  of  Lord  Thurlow  was  a 
finnidable  obstaole  to  the  bill,  liiericonuiiitfeee 
t  sat  no  less  than  fire  times,  by  which  eight  days 
.  were  consumed.  .  In  order  to  praliact  the  dis- 
tcassbn,  till  theciose.of  .the-sesaioti  iio«id*render 
a  decision  impossible,  every  art  was  employed. 
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New  petitions  were  presented ;  leave  was  asked 
for  counsel  again  to  be  heard ;  letters  were  read 
from  Jamaica,  stating  the  mutinous  disposition 
of  the  slaves ;  and  additional  embarrassing  clauses 
were  proposed,  some  of  which  were  with  difficoUy 
negativcdj  while  others  were  adopted.  The  bill, 
however,  was  at  length  passed  by  a  majority  of 
seventeen  to  eleven  votes. 

Thougli  the  bill  had  passed,  the  struggle  was 
not  yet  at  an  end.   On  its  being  sent  down  to 
the  CommonSi  on  the  fourth  of  July,  it  was 
found  to  have  been  made  a  money  bill,  by  the 
insertion  of  a  clause  g^ving^  bounties ;  and  it  was^ 
ihelrefore,  thrown  out,  and  another  immediately 
introduced.    Under  pretence  that  this  second 
bill  was  a  new  one*  an  attempt  was  made  to  de^ 
lay  its  progress,  by  obtaining  the  hearing  of 
counsel;  but  this  attempt  was  defeated,  and  the 
bill  was  rapidly  forwarded  through  its  regular 
stages.   It  was  returned  to  the  upper  house,  was 
again  opposed  there,  and  so  many  objections 
were  started  to  some  of  the  clauses,  that  its 
friends  resolved  to  re-mould  it,  and  hasten  it  a 
third  time  through  the  Commons*    This  latter 
fltep  was  accordingly  taken,  and  the'  bill,  thos 
amended,  was  once  more  submitted  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  in  which  it  was  received  on  the  tenth 
of  July.  It  was  opposed,  and  petitioned  against, 
as  before.    Among  the  petitions,  as  if  its  ene- 
mies were  anxious  to  be  ridiculous  as  well  as 
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hateful,  was  one  from  Mr*  Miles  Petor  Andrew^, 

well  known  as  a  manufacturer  of  gunpowder,  and 
of  fashiooable  prologues*  He  complained  that, 
if  the  bill  became  a  law,  it  would  injure  the  sale 
of  his  gunpowder,  and  he  pleaded  that  he  had 
rendered  great  services  to  the  government  during 

the  last  war,  by  his  provision  of  that  article.  In 
aid  of  the  petitions,  Lord  Thurlow  now  made  a 
last  effort   Knowing  that  on  the  morrow  the 

session  would  terii:iinate,  lie  moved  certain 
amendments,  the  adoption  of  which  would  have 
rendered  it  necessary  that  the  bill  should  go 
back  to  the  Commons,  in  which  case  it  must  be 
lost,  as  there  would  be  no  time  for  its  re-considera- 
tion. Aware  of  the  lord-cbancelkir*s  design,  Earl 
Stanhope  urgently  called  upon  the  peers  to  come 
to  an  immediate  decision,  and  in  order  to  bring 
the  point  to  issue,  he  moved  on  the  first  amend- 
ment a  negative,  which  was  fortunately  carried. 
.The  rest  of  the  amendments  were  disposed  of  in 
the  same  way,  and  the  bill  vm  passed.  It  re- 
ceived the  royal  sanction  on  the  following  day, 
on  which  day  the  session  was  terminated.  £arl 
Stanhope,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Marquis 
Townshend,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  the  Bishop 
of  liondon  were  among  the  warmest  friends  of 
the  bill  during  this  arduous  contest 
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dHAPTER  IL 

SMrtumttfboih  partie$  to  prepare  fir  thi  contain 
The  ecmmittee  of  privy  council  con^htet  its  enquiry 

into  the  trade, — Twelve  propositions  moved  in  tJie 
.  House  of  Commons  hy  Mr,  Wilberforce, — Evidence 
examimd  b^on  the  House.— The  question  postponed 
till  the  next  ymtr^Seeond  postponement  of  it^ 
Motion  fir  the  ahoiition  of  the  trade  r^eeted  hy  a 
considerable  majority. — The  motion  brought  forward 
ogams — Gradual  abolition  voted, — Motions  fir 
aboHshing  the  firtiffi  dm  trade  ntgoHoed^ 
Variom  proceedings  on  the  subject  from  179^  tq 
1805. — Foreign  slave  trade  aboUshed. — The  aboU- 
lion  isy  in  the  year  1B07,  at  length  carried  in  both 
houses,  and  the  bill  receives  the  royal  sanction* 


Bom  parties  now  began  to  eiert  themflelves^ 

with  more  than  common  activity,  in  preparing 
for  the  approaching  struggle.  The  friends  of 
the  trade  wrote  and  poblisbed  in  its  behalf,  spread 
the  most  sinister  reports,  dwelt  pathetically  or 
indignantly  on  the  iiyury  done  to  their  charac- 
ters, and  the  probable  ruin  which  awaited  them, 
collect^  together  every  witness  whom  they  could 
inauence  in  their  hym,      espedaUy  endea- 
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voured  to  draw  over  to  their  aide  the  members 

of  the  legislature.  Oa  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
mittee for  bringing  about  the  aboUtion  at  the 
traffic  was  unremitting  in  its  efforts.  It  kept  up 
an  extensive  correspondence  with  all  parts  of 
Englandi  and  also  with  France  and  America ; 
and  it  even  strove  to  excite  for  the  Africans  die 
I»ty  of  foreign  sovereigns.  From  the  king  of 
Swedeni  the  highly  gifted  Gustavus  the  Third, 
it  received  assurances  of  his  firiendly  irishes.  It 
had  already  circulated  no  le;§s  than  ^20|^£6  re- 
ports, acGoonts  of  debates  in  ppulianwat,  and 
other  small  papers,  and  51,452  pamphlets  and 
books ;  and  it,  henceforth,  continued,  on  a  still 
larger  scale,  the  drcnlation  of  these  works,  and 
added  to  the  list  many  new  productions,  among 
which,  was  an  Essay,  by  Mr.  Ciarkson,  on  the 
impolicy  of  the  slave. trade,  and  a  series  of  a 

hundieil  and  forty-five  questions  on  the  subject 
of  the  trade,  which  series  was  intended  to  be 
sent  in  franks  to  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom* 

Well  knowing  that  there  was  an  almost  insu- 
perabie,  difficulty  in  procuring  (evidence,  where 
interest,  and  fear  opposed  the  giving  of  it,  the 
planters  and  traders  loudly  called  upon  their  ad- 
versaries for  proof.  Some  witnesses  the  com- 
mittee'had  obtained,  but  not  in  number  equal  to 
diose  on  the  other  side  of  the  question ;  and  it 
was  convinced  that  the  pabUc  would  expect  it 
not  to  shrink  from  accepting  the  chaUenge  which 
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had  been  thrown  out  to  it  with  sudi  Meming 

boldness.  In  tliis  emergency  it  was  debated, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  send  out  per- 
sons to  Africa  afid  to  the  West  Indies^  to  gather 

the  necessary  information.  This  plan  was,  how- 
evefy  rejected^  for  several  reasons^  both  moral 
and  prudentia].  It  was  . then  resolved,  that  Mr. 
Clarkson  should  be  requested  to  travel  to  dif- 
ferent parts  pf  the  kingdom^  in  search  of  living 
testimony.  With  diis  request  he  readily  com- 
plied. In  the  course  of  hia  journey  he  travelled 
Mxteen  hundred  miles^  and  conversed  with  forty- 
seven  personsy.who  were  capable  of  giving  satis* 
factory  evidence^  of  whom,  however^  he  could 
f^vaal  on  no  more  than  nine  to  come  forward 
and  be  examined.  The  rest,  though  they  wished 
well  to  the  cause,  had  not  the  courage  to  support 
it  in  an  open  and  manly  manner.  In  addition 
to  these  witnesses,  the  committee  and  Mr.  Wil* 
berfo'rcejiad  discovered  three  or  four  others^  so 
that  there  was  now  no  laek  of  that  oral  testimony 
which  their  enemies  demanded. 

At  length  the  committee  of  privy  council  re- 
sumed its  inquiry  into  the  subject.  Its  labouns 
were,  however,  repeutcdiy  interrupted  by  the  ill- 
ness of  his  majesty ;  so  that,  at  a  late  period, 
not  more  than  four  or  five  of  their  witnesses  had 
been  brought  forward  by  those  who  pleaded  for 
the  aboUnon  of  the  trade.  There  were  now 
eiglbtaen  ready  to  appear  on  this  Side;  the  series 
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of  qiMMtioiiiy  which  had  been  widely  dnmlated, 

having  called  forth  several,  who  were  willing  to 
lend  Ibdnr  iid.  But,  when  Febroary  was  far 
advanced,  die  enemies  of  the  traffic  were  alarmed 
by  inteUigence,  that  the  lords  of  the  council 
were  on  the  pmnt  of  pfeparlng  their  report 
Immediate  application  was  made  to  the  Lords,  to 
bear  the  remaining  witnesses.  £qui  table  as  this 
request  was,  it  oouM  not  be  granted.  Leave  was 

first  given  to  produce  eight  persons,  but  this  per- 
mission  was  subsequently  restricted  to  the  number 
of  three.  The  last  of  these  three  vras  just  quitting 
the  council-chamber,  when  it  was  entered  by  a 
Mr.  Arnold,  who  had  •  recently  returned  •  from 
Africa,  and  whose  evidence  was  of  Ihe  utmost 
importance;  he  having  carefully  noted  down  on 
the  spot,  every  &ct  which  had  come  within  his 
knowledge.  By  dint  of  hard  pleading,  Mr. 
Clarkson  procured  a  hearing  {gc  this  gentleman. 
Having  taken  down  ins  deposition,  the  oom- 
niittee  closed  its  investigation;  leaving  sixteen 
of  the  witnesses  on  this  side  unexamined,  while, 
on  the  other,  not  a  single  individual  was  left  un- 
heard. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilber- 
fbrce  moved  that,  in  punmance  of  its  rescdutictoi 

of  the  last  session,  the  house  shonld  resolve  itself, 
on  the  twenty-third  of  April,  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
lato  consideration  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
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The  report  of  die  privy  cooncii,  which  formad  a 

large  folio  volume,  not,  however,  being  ready  in 
time  tor  the  members  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted  witfi  its  contents)  the  qnestioD  was 
afterwards  postponed  till  the  twelfth  of  May. 

.  No  sooner  was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
idebate,  than  the  country  rang  with  the  clamours 
of  the  merchantii  and  traders.  The  first  thing 
done  by  them  was  to  call  public  meetings,  at 
which  the  most  violent  language  was  used,  and 
the  most  violent  propositions  were  adopted.  It 
was  even  intimated,  by  these  decorous  gentle^ 
men,  that  the/x>lonie8  could  do  without  the  help 
of  the  mother  country,  and  threats  were  idly 
thrown  9ut,  to  intimidate  the  government  This 
puny  rage  cannot  fidl  to  remind  us  of  what  a 
French  statesman  is  said  to  have  sneeringly  re- 
marked, with  respect  to  the  disturbances  which 
took  place  at  Geneva,  that  they  wm  like  a  tm- 
pest  in  a  wash-hand  bason. 

As,  however,  this  haughty  tone  was  not  likely 
to  excite  a  strong  interest  in  their  behalf,  they 
prudently  adopted  a  less  offensive  one  in  their 
appeals  to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the 

papers ;  a  medium  of  which  they  availed  them- 
selves to  the  fullest  extent*  They  maintained 
that  tte  negroes  were  but  a  step  removed  from 
the  brutes,  and  that  it  was  an  act  of  kindness  to 
take  them  from  Afirica ;  that  the  real  object  of 
the  abolitionists  was  emancipatioo ;  that  the 
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b]%Mea  must  starve  if  emancipated;  that  die 
ahves  would  also  rebel,  and  murder  their  maa- 

ters,  or  reduce  them  to  poverty;  that,  if  the 
ifllands  were  to  be  ruined,  this  country  too  would 
be  ruined,  seeing  that  half  of  its  revenue  would 
be  annihilated,  and  its  naval  stiengtb  be  de*, 
cayed ;  that  the  planters  ought  undoubtedly  to 
be  compensated  for  their  losses,  and  that  the 
compensation  could  not  be  less  than  eighty  or  a 
hundred  millions ;  and,  lastly,  that,  as  the  plan- 
ters had  already  made  wise  and  beneficent  laws 
to  protect  the  slaves  m  tlie  colonies,  all  that  was 
wanted,  or  could  with  any  justice  Jbe  asked,  was 
that  the  trade  shauld  be  regulated  in  as  wise 
and  beneficent  a  manner.    These  assertions, 
though  they  had  litde  of  novelty  in  them,  and 
had  b(ien  a  hundred  times  refuted,  had  a  prc^"a- 
dicial  efiect  upoa  the  minds,  of  some  people,  and 
espemlly  some  of  the  members  ,  of  parliament. 
A  few  siiuddered  at  .the  thought  of  the  blood- 
shed which  it  was  predicted  would  be  occasion* 
ed,  but  the  majority  were  much  more  terrified  at 
the  idea  of  the  enormous  sum  which  must  be 
dniwA  firom  the  purse  of  the  nation  to  indemiuf|f 
the  planters  for  their  imaginary  losses. 

When  the  ap})ointed  day  arrived,  the  twelfth 
of  May,  178^,  Mr.  Wilberforce  introduced  the 
subject  to  the  house,  in  an  eloquent  and  elaborate 
speech.  .  Having  recommended ^a  fair  and  calm 
discussion,  and  declared  that  the  motion  which 
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lie  had  to  oAr  hacl  nothing  lo  do  with  party, 
and  w  as  as  reconcileable  to  political  expediency 
as  to  natiooai  humanity;  Me  proceeded  to  de* 
^oribto  fordlily  thd  base  and  de»tractive  arts 
uhlch  were  employed  to  procure  oiaves  in  Africa, 
and  he  contended  that  African  wars  were  carirfecl 
-oil  almo^  solely  for  the  purpose  of  malting  cap- 
:liv*&to  sell  to  the  traders,  and  that  the  natural 
^neequeaceof  such  inhuman  proceeding^  was  to 
idegrade^  and  'barfoariBe  l^e  Airieati  chaiUcte^. 
■The  mode  of  transporting  the  slaves  to  the  West 
indies  was  tile  nekt -point  to  which  he'oail^  tte 
jMtamliott  of  his  hearers?  and  here^M  draw  'k 
striking  picture  of  4he  multiplied  and  dreadful 
aofferitt^  wMch  ivere  etidnred  by  the  mtimfi 
,whb  were  coi^ned  oti  board  of  4he  ^a^e  ships ; 
and  he,  at  the  same  time,  anima4verted,  in  a 
tmperaie  hut- firm  inanner^  on  the  decepllloiift 
■ficoitnt  wUek-  had  been  given  of  the  middte 
|)assage,  by  Mr.  Norris  and  others.   Death  was, 
be  smif  a  witnesa  which  could  not  deceive  theni, 
aid  the  proportion  of  deaths  would  not  only 
conhrm,  but,  if  possible^  aggravate  their  suspi- 
cions of  the  misery  of  the  transit.   Out  of  every 
lo<  of  one  hundred  slaves,  seventeen  died  in  nine 
Keeks,  and  not  more  than  tilty  ultimately  sur> 
wed,  to.  add  to  the  stock  of  efiective  labourers 
in  our  islands.    This  solitary  tact  coiitained  in 
itself  a  volume  ot  proof. 

Having/  he  said,    advanced  thus  far  in 
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hit  kimtigaliooy  he  iek  Ifaa  wkkaAam  of 
•lave  trade  lobe  floeiioniioai»  «o terrible,  end  eo 

inemedieUe,  that  hg  could  stop  at  no  alteraalive 
ehoit  of  its  abditkw.  A  trade  finmded  en  vsi- 
quitjr,  and  carried  od  with  such  circiHoslaiices  ef 
horror,  must  be  abolished,  let  the  policy  of  it  be 
what  it  Slight;  ttid  he  had  from  this  time  de- 
termined, whatevier  were  the  consequences,  that 
he  would  never  rest  till  be  had  eliected  that  abo- 
Ktioo.  HisiniiidhadyiedwdvbBeBharaiiedbytlie 

objections  of  the  W  est-India  planters,  who  had 
^m^rledf  ttoti  ithe  fMin  Pt  ^^cif  property  must  be 
4hereiuU<ef  enchfreaeesncei.  ile  doiU  aol;  Mp, 

however,  dislrustinfi;  their  al^unieiits.    lie  could 

OQt  heheve  that  ,tim  Alm^^y  iBimg,  mko  had 
fciMddeM  the^ivaetlie  of  lapitie  and  bloodshed, 
had  made  rafane  afid  bloodbhed  necessary  to  any 
^ait  of  his  tmimse*  .  He  a  eonfidenoe  in 
ibiB  fievsuasion,  and  took  iht  rettohitioii  4o  act 
upon  it.  Light  indeed  soon  broke  in  upon  hioi. 
The  susfdcioii  of  hie  mmd.  mm  imrj  dqr  eea* 
firmed  by  iooneaitag  Sn&riMUmi,  aid  the  ed- 
deuce  which  he  had  now  to  <iQcr  upon  the  point 
fvw  deci«iii«e  and  oomplete.  The-  priadple  upon 
which  feuoded  the  necessity  of  the  ebdition 
was  not  policy,  but  justice :  but,  (hough  justice 
ivaa  the  prindple  of  the  meaaimi  yet  -he  traated 
that  he  ehoidd  distinctly  prove  it  to-  be  recon* 
cileable  with  our  truest  political  interest." 
Proceeding  to  the  proof  of  what  he  tod  thus 
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aMU^,  Ik  urged  that  ttii»  ottmbar  4it  itfevos  im 

the  West  Indies  might  be  kept  up,  without  the 
ii^ducuoax)f  xecniits  froi^  AbloBi.^  Jdoi  poial^d 
onttfae  Qiiiscs.fron  wfaich  the  iMroBO^t  oMNlalitjr 

arose,  and  the  intans  of  removing  thern;  he 
shewed  that  Ihe  fitopfNip  pt  iiaporM^o  w^yU 
compel  a  better  tfeatneptof  the  elevee;  and 

add  I  iced  instances  in  which  the  deaths  dinong  the 
negroes  woe  more  tbea  ihabwi^ed  by  tl^  births. 
With  respect  to  Che  dbioonr  wjbich  bed  bew 
raised  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  as  to  the 
ami  iriiich  would  Jt)e  brought  upon  the  tfiimi  by 
the  meeflore  noW  before  tiie  Houses  he  deeily 
demonstrated  that  it  was  unsanctioned  rea* 
soo.  The  Abve  noerobaiits  had,  be  said,  averted 
thet  the  Mde  wee  ft40M0g  one  with  two  slaves  to 
a  ton,  yet  they  carried  it  on  with  three  slaves  tp 
Am  lODs ;  ami  (bey  taliped  as  if  die  coounerciAl 
property  of  Liverpool  wem  wboUy  dependent  OQ 
the  traflic,  though  it  was  well  known  thfMt  the 

CKpoK  tooBage  of  the  piaee  was  170,000  too*,  of 
which  tnAy  thitteen  thousand  were  efla^loyed 
the  traffic. 

Tiirmag  next  to  the  objections  which  bad 
been  made  to  the  abolition,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  likely  to  injune  our  navy,  by  lessening  the 
supply  €i  seamen,  aiad  lo  increase  in  a  similar 
proportion  the  resources  of  the  French,  who 
would  not  iaii  to  take  up  the  traffic  when  we 
abandoned  it,  ha  mpiied  tha^  instaad  of  <he 
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trade  bmg  hene&aal,  it  was  ugurious  to  our 
tnaritiiiie  interest,  as  it  destroyed  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  seamen  engaged  in  it,  and  that, 
therefim,  it  was  not  probable  tbat  the  French 
wodd  be  eager  to  embark  in  a  specnktion  of 
such  an  unproti table  nature ;  be  was^  on  the  con- 
trary^  of  opinion,  that  they  would  coniiaUy  join 
with  us,  in  putting  an  end  to  the  traffic. 

Having  reminded  his  hearers  that  Afhca  was 
competent  to  afford  commercial  advantages  of  a 
better  kind,  and  having  exposed  the  futility  of 
the  idea  that,  in  the  present  instance,  i  emulation 
alone  was  practicable,  and  would  be  found  to  be 
sufficient,  Mr.  Wilberforce  closed  an  admirable 
speech,  of  three  hours  and  a  half  in  length,  by  lay- 
ing before  the  House  twelve  propositions,  drawn 
from  the  evidence  and  the  documents  \'.  hich  were 
contained  ia  the  voluminous  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  privy  council. 

It  was  natural  that  the  representatives  of  Li- 
verpool, Lord  Penrhyn  and  Mr.  Gasooyne,  the 
former  being  also  a  planter,  should  be  the  first  to 
stand  ioi  ward  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wilberforce. 
They  did  not,  however,  enter  upon  any  discus- 
sioB  of  the  subject  They  both  accused  him  of 
being  so  errcncous  in  his  stateiuents  tliat  no  re- 
liance ought  to  be  placed  upon  them ;  and,  while 
Mr.  Gascoyne  pleaded  that  his  constittfents  bad 
already  sustained  a  loss  by  the  Middle  Passage 
Bill,  and,  if  the  trade  were  abolish^  would  have 
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no  opening  left  for  the  employing  of  their  capi* 
talsi  his  lordship  enlarged  upon  the  ruin  and 
misery  which  would  follow  the  subversion  of  the 
traffic,  and  claimed  a  foil  compensation  to  he 
given  to  the  piantersy  the  amount  of  which  com- 
pensation he  estimated  at  seventy  millions.  A 
.  vote,  pledging  the  House  to  the  payment  of  that 
sum,  he  considered  as  being  an  indispensable 
preliminary  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforoe. 

The  same  side  was  taken  by  Aldermen 
Newnham,  Sawbridge  and  Watson,  by  Mr, 
Dempster,  and,  but  with  for  less  vehemence,  by 

Sir  William  Young.    I'hc  aldciuicn  protested 
that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  would  render  the 
city  of  London  a  scene  of  bankruptcy  and  niiti, 
and  exhorted  the  meiiibcrs  to  take  care  tliat,  in 
giving  way  to  the  goodness  of  their,  hearts,  they 
did  not  contribute  to  the  downfol  of  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  their  country.     Mr.  Demp- 
ster joined  in  the  cry  for  indemnity  ing  the  planters. 
Though  the  evidence  relative  to  the  mortally  of 
the  seamen  was  upon  the  table  before  his  eyes, 
he  persisted  in  believing  the  trade  to  be  a  nursery 
of  sailors;  and,  though  he  confessed  that  sugar 
could  be  more  cheaply  raised     fi  ee-men  than  by 
bond-men,  he  declared  in  fovour  of  the  existing 
system,  because  neither  he  nor  any  person  had  a 
right  to  force  a  system  upon  others.  Sir  William 
Young  was  not  averse  from  the  measurei  pro- 
vided that  it  could  be  accomplished  without 
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injtiry^  and  he  wished  the  subject  li>  be  diecvieed ; 

but  he  feared  that,  by  %  total  aboiitioo  of  tiM 
tmde^  the  colonies  wotild  suffer  gretdy^  waA  that 

it  would  even  be  prejudicial  to  the  slares  them- 
selves, who  would  be  smuggled  into  the  is^a£ids 
by  Tessels  worse  caleakitcd  for  their  mtcommoi^ 
tion  than  those  whicli  were  now  hi  use. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  supported  by  Mr.  Burk^ 
Mr.  Pkt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  GrenvUle,  Mr.  Mflrtia 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith.  Though  labouring  under 
indisposition,  Mr.  Borke  displaced,  on  this  Qtr 
cmsion^  oil  his  wonted  Tigonr  tad  ebqueatfi. 

He  spoke  of  the  trade  in  term-  of  abhorrence, 
and  regretted  that  Mr*  Wilberforce  had  not 
brou^  tbe  question  to  a  decbton  at  once,  iiii* 
stead  of  bringing  forward  a  series  of  abstract 
propositions.  Such  propositions  he  dishked. 
They  were  seldom  necessary,  and  often  occasion- 
ed much  ernbarrassuieDt  and  delay.  There  was, 
besides,  no  occasion  whatever  to  assign  detailed 
reasons  for  a  Vote,  which  Nature  herself  dictated, 
and  Religion  commanded.  At  the  same  time, 
he  warned  his  auditors  to  make  np  their  minds 
to  the  consequences  whi^  might  arise  from  the 
abolition,  and  manfully  to  determine  to  pay  the 
price  of  their  virtue.  Should  they  see  oUier  n*- 
tiofw  taking  up  the  trade,  let  them  not,  he  said, 
repent  of  that  virtue,  and  disgrace  themselves  in 
tbe  eyes  of  the  world  by  letaraidg,  with  a  nhimf- 
tess  ardour,  te*  tbe  practices  wMck  they  bMl 
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nimnly  renounced.  If  dicy  covid  leaoM  to  bt 

firm  in  their  (mrpose,  lie  wished  to  see  thcQQ  un* 
hMMiiigly  ck>  away  a  comomiey  whick^  wfaib 
it  was  productive  of  mitery  not  to  bo  descritedi 
moet  of  ail  hardened  the  heart,  and  vitiated  the 
fauman  ohaiacttr.  Beiieviog  that  no  iqory  would 
be  Bostained  by,  but  rather  a  benefit  conferred  on, 
the  planters,  he  laughed  to  scorn  the  claim  o^  a 
eoBspeosation,  and  he  treated  with  a»  Utile  ew»- 
inony  the  doctrine  that  merchants  could  find  any 
difficulty  in  turning  their  capitals  into  a  ready 
and  profitable  channd.  In  conclomi,  ha  en- 
treated the  House  not  to  be  led  astray,  by  any 
delusive  pictures  of  the  happinesji  which  the 
slaves  enjoyed.  The  momentary  gletf  which 
those  unhappy  beings  displayed  in  their  sports, 
did  by  no  means  disprove  their  low  and  abject 
State.   *^  Nothii^  makes,''  said  Mr.  BurJee^  a 

happy  slave  but  a  degraded  man.  In  proportion 
as  the  mind  grows  callaus^  and  all  sense  of  man^ 
pride  is  lost,  the  slave  feds  comforts  In  fed,  be 
is  no  longer  a  man.  Were  I  asked  to  define  a 
•inan^  I  would  say,  with  Shakspeare, 

«  ■ 

•*  Man  is  a  being  holding  laige  diacoiinc* 
Looking  before  aod  after." 

But  a  slave  is  iaeapaUe  of  looking  before  and 
afksr^  He  has  no  motive  to  do  it  He  is  a 
mere  passive  instrument  in  the  hands  of  other^i 
Id  be  and,  at  their  disGrolion,  Tbpv^  living 
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he  is  ^ead  us  to  all  voluntary  agency.  Though 
amoving  amidst  the  creatiun  with  an  erect  iovm, 
and  wUh  the  shape  aod  semblance,  of  a  human 
baingi  he  is  a  nullity  as  a  man.'' 

With. respect  to  tlie  propositions,  Mr.  Pitt 
diffissed  from  Mr.  Burke«   He  thought  that  Mr. 
Wilberforce  had  ehosw  the  only  way  by  which 
it  could  be  rendered  obvious  to  the  world  tpat  the 
House,  was  warranted,  on  every  ground  of  reaspn 
and  of  fact,  in  coming  to  that  vote  which  h^ 
trusted  would  be  the  end  of  their  proceedings. 
With  respect  to  the  tradei  he  expressed^  in  the 
most  forcible  manner,  his  opinion,  formed,  he 
said,  after  a  deUberittei  inimite,  and  anxious  in-  ' 
vestig^tion»  that  no  argpnienty  compatible  with  a 
respect  for  justice,  could  be  assigned  to  warrant 
its  continuance.    That  foreign  powers  would 
clandestinely  supply  our  islands  with  slaves  he 
did  not  fear;  fui  he  trusted  thai  Great  Britain 
had  rq^iources  and  dignity  enough  to  prptect  her 
ooloniesy  and  prevent  any  infringement  of  her 

laws.  But  he  did  aol  believe  that  tiiose  powers 
would  act  as  it  had  been -supposed  they  would. 
He  rather  trusted  that  they  would  be  inclined  to 
'  go  hand  in  hand  with  tliis  country,  or  to  follow 
her  example*  If  we  were  disposed  to  set  about 
this  glorious  work  in  good 'Ernest,  they  might 
be  invited  to  concur  with  us,  by  a  uegociation  to 
be  immediately  opened  for  that  purpose*^ ,  As  lo 
the  clahn  of  compoisaticm  ta  'the'  phuMeni  aiad 
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merchants,  for  the  loss  to  which  it  was  imagined 
they  would  be  subjected,  he  denied  that  it  was 
an  equitable  one,  and  he  uneqoivocally  declared, 
that  he  could  by  no  means  be  induced  to  acqui- 
esce jn  any  measure  ot  that  kind. 

With  no  less  energy  and  eloquence  than  the 
two  ^reat  oratois  who  had  preceded  iiim,  Mr. 
i^^ox  expressed  his  liatred  of  the  trade.  Refer* 
ring  to  what  Sir  William  Young  had  said,  he 
forcibly  l  emarked,  that  he  could  not  admit  it  to  be 
true  that  a  clandestine  trafiic  in  slaves  was  worse 
than  a  legal  one*  **  It  ought,**  he  said^  to  he 
clandestine,  if  it  existed  at  all.  A  trade  in  huuian 
flesh  and  sinews  was  so  scandalous,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  openly  carried  on  by  any  government 
whatever,  and  much  less  by  liiat  of  a  christian 
country.  With  regard  to  the  regulation  of  it,  be 
knew  of  no  such  thing  as  a  regulation  of  robbery 
and  murder.  There  was  no  medium.  The 
legislature  must  either  abolish  it»  or  plead  guilty 
of  all  the  wickedness  which  had  been  shown  to 
attend  it." 

The  propositions  were  ordered  to'  remain 
upon  the  table,  and  a  day,  distant  enough  to  allow 

ail  parties  time  to  prepare,  was  appointed  for  the 
dtseussMMi. 

The  fn^s  of  the  trade  had  not  foreseen  the 

existence  of  so  generally  hostile  a  leeiing  ag^unst 
them  in  the  House  of  Commons,  $nd  they  wer% 
-tberefore»  much  surprised  aii4  alarmed  by  it. 
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Having  pottTid  ia  audi  a  nomber  of  wtlaei^ 

be  examined  before  ti)e  privy  councili  they  had 
teUcd  QpoD  the  bakoce  of  evideoo*  beiMr 
dwrely  in  their  &voiir.  Being  dbappointoiii 
however,  in  this  expectation,  they  resolved  to 
feum.  round  open  the  wm  of  endencc^  and  to 
attack  it  a9  being  nnwortt^  of  credit  Accord* 
ingly,  oa  tiie  £lst  of  May,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
having  nuMred  the  order  of  the  day»  fiir  the 
House  to  go  into  a  committee  on  t!ie  report  of 
the  privy  couociiy  they  began  to  act  upon  their 
aew  phn  of  operations. 

The  debate  which  took  place  on  this  occa- 
wm  was  one  of  tiie  most  waroiy  aad  even  tumul 
taonBf  that  ever  oocorred  in  the  House  of  Cooa- 
mons.  As  a  prelude  to  it,  petitions  from  planters, 
BierchaiitS}  manu&cturersy  mortgagees^  and  other 
persons,  were  pmented  by  the  members  who 
were  favuurabie  to  the  trade.  The  signal  for 
tbe  comnoenoement  of  the  contest  was  a  qaeBr 
tkxi  pat  bf  Mn  AldeniNm  Sawbridge,  who  aakad 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  whether  he  meant  to  adduce 
any  other  evidence,  or  to  admit  the  examina- 
tion  of  other  witnesses.  It  was  replied,  by  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  that  tbe  report  on  the  table  was 
sufficient  for  his  purpose,  and  that  it  waa  ibr  the 
House  to  deckle  as  to  the  propriety  of  receiving 
further  testimony.  The  report  was  immediately' 
attackenir  with  the  utmost  bitterness,  by  Akto- 
itien  Sawbridge,  Newnham  and  Watson,  Lords 
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Penfbyn  tnd  Maitknd^  Mr.  Gaseoyne,  Mr. 

Marsbanii  and  others,  as  being  fidl  of  all  ima* 
ginaUe  iuDds  of  deooerit.  It  was^  they  aaid,  im» 
•uffieieat,  defective,  contradictory  ;  the  evidence 
waa  ej^'parUf  it  was  manufactured  by  the  ntaia* 
terabit  waalDuiidad  dueflj  on  beanaji  it  whb  fat 
the  greater  part  false,  and  it  had  undergone  no 
cross  examinatioD ;  to  which,  doubtleaa  as  a  proof 
ef  theii  hatred  of  any  tUng  arbitrary,  they  added, 
that  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  that,  if  it  were 
adtnitteii,  tiie  House  would  establish  a  dangerous 
precedent,  and  abandon  their  rights* 

1  lie  rcpurt  was  strcuuuasly  defended  by  Mr, 
Courtenay,  Mr.  Foi^  and  Mr.  Pitt,  but  especially 
by  the  latler.  It  could  not,  they  said,  be  tp-pari€^ 
because  it  contained  evidence  on  both  sides,  and 
evem  supposing  it  to  be  really  contradictory,  that 
very  circitmslaiBce  was  a  proof  of  its  impartiality. 
If  it  were  weak  and  imperfect  so  much  the  bet- 
ter fax  ita  enenNes*  It  was,  however,  not  a  little 
cxtiaordioary,  tbat^  wifen  Mr.  Wilberforce  was 
content  to  rest  his  case  on  thi^  weak  production, 
ita  antagonists  should  be  so  lor  faini  lo 

stand  upcm  stfonger  gronnd.  That  to  recei?e 
the  report  would  be  unconstitutional,  was  peremp- 
torily denied*  It  would  be  so,  indeed,  if  the 
House  had  previously  resolved  to  receive  no  evi*- 
dence  but  from  the  privy  council.  What  reason 
eoHld  be  asiigned  why  they  were  never  to  reocife 
evidence  taken  where  it  was  most  convenient  to 
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take  it?  What  shackle  was  imposed  upoh  the 
House  by  a  report,  every  tittle  of  the  testimony 
«f  which  they  might,  if  they  pleased,  subject  to 
re-examination  ?  Why  had  not  these  objections 
been  urged  before  ?  The  oow-censured  document 
had  lain  five  weeks  upoa  the  tabie,  and  its  iaolte 
were  not  discovered  till  ihc  moment  when  the 
House  were  on  the  point  of  coming  to  the  TOte. 
The  fiu^t  was,  and  it  was  a  disgraceful  one,  that 
the  whole  of  these  cavils  was  a  trick  lo  get  rid  of 
that  which  did  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
friends  of  the  trade. 

By  those  friends  all  the  old  arguments,  if  so 
they  may  be  called,,  were  again  brought  forward. 
It  was  affirmed  that  the  Afiricans,  if  not  led  into 
slavery,  would  be  butchered  at  home,  in  proof  of 
which  a  letter  three-fourths  of  a  century  dd  was 
produced,  and,  if  its  contents  were  true,  it  un- 
doubtedly shewed  that  at  the  period  when  it  was 
written,  the  King  of  Dahomey  was  a  monster  of 
cruelty.  Mr.  Alderman  Watson  denominated  ^e 
trade  a  humane  and  merciful  trade.  One  member 
declared  that  the  suppression  of  it  would  ruin 
our  commerce,  affect  the  landed  interest  and  the 
funds,  and  prevent  the  national  debt  from  being 
diminished;  another  predicted  insurrections  in 
our  islands ;  a  third  stigmatised  the  proposed 
measure  as  being  hypocritical,  fanatical  and  me- 
thodtttical ;  and  a  fourth  abused  Mr.  Ramsayi 
one  of  the  witnesses,  and  aifirmed  that  it  would 
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be  m  act  of  swindling  to  do  amy  the  trader 

without  compensating  those  who  were  to  suffer 
upon  tiie  occasion.  Jbor  coinpensation,  indeed, 
oiany  of  the  members  united  their  voices ;  hot 
the  futility  of  their  claim  was  fully  exposed  by 
Mr.  Burke.  Others  intreated  that  only  regula- 
tion might  be  resorted  to,  and  stated  that  the 
merchants  were  willing  to  consent  Lo  any  tiling 
which  might  be  suggested  to  theo)  of  that  kind ; 
a  statement  the  truth  of  which  was  rendered 
somewhat  more  than  duublkil,  by  the  previous 
and  subsequent  conduct  of  the  traders,  with  re- 
spect to  the  bill  which  bore  the  name  of  the 
Middle  Passage  Bill. 

At  length,  after  a  long,  violent,  and  personal 
debate,  in  which  thirty  members  bore  a  part,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  friends  ot  the  trade  should  be 
permitted  to  bring  counsel  and  evidence  to  the 
baf  of  the  House;  Mr.  Pitt,  at  the  same  time, 
declaring,  that  he  yielded  to  this,  only  on  the 
supposition  that  there  would  be  no  unnecessary 
delay. 

This  peruaissioQ  was,  in  fact,  a  triumph  to 
those  by  whom  it  was  obtained.  Nothing  was 
further  from  their  thoughts  than  the  preventing 
of  delay.  In  this  emergency  it  was  their  sole 
object  to  gain  time,  and  they  knew  that,  while 
they  possessed  the  power  of  sending  witnesses  to 
the  bar  of  the  House,  they  had  the  means  of 
gMning  an  indefinite .  portion  of  time.  They 
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VWkA  ibevwdf es  so  weii  of  Hm  inaiiia^ihtl»  by 
the  nioCh  of  June,  only  two  wkneMes  had  kmat 

fuUy  beard,  and  by  tke  twtnty-ihiiil,  the  busu)e&» 
of  exaninatioii  was  aearceiy  m  a  oiore  advanead 
state.  The  call  of  the  House  had  beeo  fixed  for 
the  latter  day,  on  wMch  day  it  was  ioteaded  to 
bfing  the  questioii  to  a  final  issue.  Bnt  the 
advocates  of  the  trade  iiaring  been  foiled  ia  an 
atteaipt  to  get  rid  of  the  matter  altogether,  aow 
pkaded  that  they  had  many  important  vitneises 

to  produce,  whom  it  would  be  an  injustice  to 
them  not  to  hear;  aod  they^  thereiore,  moved 
that  the  considen^oa  of  the  lubject  should  he 
deferred  till  the  following  session.  As  it  was 
QMuulestly  impoflsihle  to  €one  to  a  decisioii  dur- 
ing ihia  sesaion,  Mr.  WHbcrferee  aeqoiesnd  in 
ibe  motion  ;  and  thus  the  partisans  of  the  traffic 
ohtaioed  a  fesptle  of  another  year.  £e6ieiv 
hope the  Paiikment  was  prorogued,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Doiben3  Bill  was  renewed,  though  not 
iritbout  having  he^  opposed;  and  some  M^ii^ 
tional  ckuses  were  introduced,  to  provide  for  the 
eomigrt  of  the  seamen  by  whom  the  navi^tion 
WAS  earned  on  between  Afinica  and  our  srertem 
coksues. 

The  members  oi  the  committee  tor  bringing 
about  the  AboUtioii  were  not  dishearloned  by  fiaoM 
temporary  defeat  On  the  contrary,  they  exert- 
ed themselves  with  more  vigour  than  ev«r  to  in- 
crease the  iurourahio  impression  wbicfa  had  been 
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fjgQdwccri  oa  tbe  puUic  mkid.  Ooeoftbe^ti^ 
wUcb  they  took  had  a  wooderful  effect.  They 

published  an  engraviiig,  cuDtaining  an  aocumte 

fdao  And  stctim  of  a  slave  jbip^  io  wfakh  eograv* 
iig  the  unfortunate  TietiiB6  were  faithfiilly  i«pn»- 

seated,  in  the  crowded  ftod  imuiovcabic  posU^rein 
ivhich  they  ,  we  alwayt  stowed.  This  t>riilt 
spoke  at  once  to  the  reason  through  the  eye,  and 
convuiced  numbers  of  persons  of  the  suffcririgs 
irhieh  the  akm  endured,  (during  die  Middle 
(Passage,  which  had  been  ^delusively  described  as 
an.  Elysian  period  of  existence.  Wedge  wood 
tout  Hhe  aid  of  fais  art»  to  diaKminate.thouBanffe 

•of  a  cameo,  copied  hoiu  tiieseal  ol  tiic  coiniiiittee, 
•wiiich  bore  a  figure  of  a.  suptplicaiing^  fettered 
faiick,  with  the  motto -of  .Am*!  not  a  man  and 

a  brother?'  and  these  cameos  speedilv  became 
«uhionable  among  females  of  eforiF  rank,  aa 
hnusalats,  and  as  omameiits  to  tariobs  parts  «f 
their  dress.  The  muse  of  Cowper^  too,  by  a 
pathetic  balladi  «aijysd  Ibe  NejQroa's  Complain^ 
and  Jby  other  piaces,  powerfblly  oontributed  lo 
keep  aUve  against  the  tralfic  that  detestation 
nUch  ma  generally  lelt.  On  the  other  ibandt 
the  cause  of  humanity  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  by 
the  deatii  of  Mr.  Ramsay,  one  of  its  earliest  and 
aDoat  .zeakHis  fliipportera^  who  may  he  said  t» 
have  fallen  a  victim  to  hiaceal;  his  health  hav* 
iog  been  gradually  undermined  by  bis  active 
aiartioDS».  and  ihy  the.  vifuknt  and  .grawdlafla 


S68 


'  ABOUnON  OF 


attacks  which  were  peipetually  makiag  upon  hb 
character,  by  the  planters,  the  slave  tnerchants, 
'and  their  mercenary  adlierents. 

It  had  been  ol^ected  that^  were  Eng^nd  to 
rdtoquish  the  trade,  no  good  would  arise  (ram 
her  so  doing,  for  thai  it  would  be  carried  on  by 
France.   As  the  French  were  now  engaged  in 
making  reforms,  Mr.  Wilberforecf  eotertained  an 
idea  that  they  inighti  if  properly  applied  to,  be 
prevailed  apon  to  number  the  ^te  trade  among 
those  abuses  which  ought  to  be  removed*  If 
they  could  be  so  prevailed  upon,  it  would  destroy 
in  this  country  an-objeetioo  whidi,  though  it  had 
no  support  fiuiii  reabua  or  luui'LiliLy,  was,  never* 
tUeless,  productive  of  u  sinister  effect.  The  conv- 
mittee  concurred  io^inion  with  Mr*.Wiiberftinci^ 
and  All  .  Clarkson  was,  iii  coiiiucjuence,  requested 
to  undertake  the  task  of  conferdng  upon  the  sub- 
ject with  the  leading  men  in  . the  Ftaich  political 
circles;    Mr.  Clarkson  vvas  six  iiiuutlis  absent 
upon  this  mission,  and  his  time  was  fuliy  ocoi* 
pied  during  the  whole  of  his  abaenoe.    He  bad 
repeated  interviews  with  Necker,  La  Fayette, 
JMirabeau,  the  Duke  de  la  RochefoucaukI,  the 
Abb^  Sieyes,  the  Abb^  Gregoire,  Brissot,  and 
many  otiiers,  in  all  of  whom  he  excited  a  strong 
interest  in  favour  of  the  oppiessed  Africans.  The 
soveR  ign  himself  examined  the  specimens' of 
African  art  and  manufacture,  and  promised  to 
g^ve  an  attentive  penpal  to  Mr*  Qarkson's  Essay 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  SLAVE  TRADE. 

-on  tbe  impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade.  Tbe  ia- 
-liigtieBof  the  planters,  and  v«noo^  other  ctrcuiiii> 

stances,  however,  entirely  frustrated  the  hopes  of 
Mr.  Wilberforce  and  of  the  committee  i  and  Mr. 
Clarkson,  therefore,  returned  to  Eftgliand;  foiled 
indeed  in  the  attainment  of  his  priinaij  jobject, 
•  but  having  added  many  friends  to  the  cai]se,.^nd 
geuned^  fiefsonally,  the  good-will  of  a!!  those  with 
whotu  he  had  been  in  the  habits  of  familiar  inter- 
course. On  his  departure  he  wad  chai^^  with  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  by  Mirabeau,  who  made  ktiown 
to  the  British  minister  the  temper  and  seuti- 
.ments  of  the  National  Assemblj,  stated  what 
numbers  he  could  rely  upon  for  their  votes  on  the 
question,  and  declared  that  he  could  even  reckon 
upc^  bbtatning  a  majority,  provided  that  England 
would  give  an  unequivocdl  proof  of  her  inte[ition 
to  abolish  the  trade,  without  which  proof  nothing, 
be  was  of  opinion,  could  be  accomplbhed.  He 
urged,  also,  that  whatever  was  to  be  done,  must 
be  done  quickly,  as  the  white  planters  were  gain- 
ing an  infiuence  which  woold  become  irresistible^ 
if  the  proposed  measure  were  long  delayed. 

The  .session  was  now  begun,  and  the  exami- 
natioiis  wene  re-commenced.  Aware  what  was 
the  drift  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  friends  of 
the  traffic,  and  that,  if  they  were  allowed  to  act 
upon  then*  system,  they  might  prolong  the  busi- 
ness for  years,  Mr.  Wilberforce  moved  that  evi- 
dence should  no  longer  be  beard  by  the  House  at 
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large,  but  should  be  referred  to  an  open  com- 
mittee above  stairsy  wiuch  should  continue  to  sit, 
notwidistaiidbg  any  adjaoniiDeiit  of  the  Hoote 
itself.  The  necessity  of  taking  such  a  step  was 
made  obvious  by  the  faciv  that,  io  the  last  sesaiop, 
twenty-eiglit  days  had  been  oocnpied  in  heariiig 
only  eleven  witnesses  on  the  side  of  the  trade. 
The  motion  of  Mr«  Wiiberforce  imi  nevertheless^ 
violently  opposed^  hut  was  fiqally  Gamed,  with- 
out a  division. 

Ever  inde&dg^le  in  the  caiss^  Mr*  Qark- 
son  again  set  forth  in  search  of  witnesses*  In 
the  course  of  a  journey  of  a  t^iousand  miles, 
which  was  performed  in  three  weeksi  he  eon- 
versed  with  seventeen  persons,  three  of  whom 
consented  to  cooie  before  the  House.  This  jour-- 
ney  was  succeeded  by  a  second  and  a  third,  in 
which  he  was  still  more  fortunate ;  the  testimony 
which  he  obtaiued  being  of  the  most  important 
kind,  as  it  incontrovertibiy  established  the  tratb 

of  all  that  had  been  asserted,  respeeting  the 
villainous  manner  in  which  the  blacks  were  torn 
from  their  native  homes,  to  be  oturried  to  the 
coast,  und  there  sold  to  the  dealers.  His  third 
journey  was  undertaken  solely  to  hod  out  one 
sailor,  of  whom  he  had  heard  by  chance,  but  of 
wiiobc  uaaie  or  abode  he  could  learn  nothing, 
e2u;«{»t  that  the  man  was  supposed  to  be  on  board 
of  one  of  tiie  ships  in  ordinary.  This  man,  wim 
pruvol  to  be  the  gunner  of  the  IVlelampus,  and  a 
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person  of  uableooished  charapter,  Mr.  Clarksofi 
ivas  Uicky  eiKiugh  to^Mam,  after  Iraving  viait* 
ed  all  the  ports,  and  boarded,  in  search  of  him, 
DO  less  than  4)etw€aa  •three  and  ibur  hundred 
Mf$  ef  irar.  The  labour  df  Mr.  Clarksoni  wm, 
however,  amply  rewarded,  by  the  acquisition  of 
this  wiUie^s,  and  of  ive  others. 

The  «xa«ilnatfon  of  l3t»  wHiiessas  on  the  side 
of  the  trade  was  closed  towards  the  latter  end  of 
Afxil,  end  on  the  £dd,  Mr.  Wilberforce  moved 
Ibrtheetiwidaieceof  Jwewi^^  theadMr 
<ide«  But  here,  though  only  their  own  partisan^ 
had  been  heavd>  though  they  had  so  loudly  d*. 
fnoored  against  er parte  evidcocc,  and  though  they 
had  contrived  to  put  off  the  question  for  a  whole 
year,  tlie  A^ds  of  Ae  trefile  lied  the  fiure  to  caH 
vefaemefttly  upon  the  Houm  for  en  instaen  deci- 
sion, and  to  accuse  Mr.  Wiiberibroe  of  having  no 
iMlier-€%|eet  than  delay.  IIhs  gave  rise  to  itiaiiqf 
aev^'ittifilHidvelrsions  upon  them,  and  to  much 
angry  debate.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Wiiberforee 
w«M  ttliengtb  caniedi  end  withottt  a  difisio^^ 

The  supporters  of  the  trade  were,  it  is  tree, 
foiled  on  this  point,  but  they,  nevertheie^>  were 
<|oite  sueisessfai  hk  the  atDainment  of  one  of  idkdr 

wishes.  By  tlieir  procrastinating  measures  tiiey 
had  consumed  so  much  time  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible ..for  iheir  opponento  fo  bring  iotwrnd^ 
during  this  session,  all  the  witnesses  who  were 
hostile:  to  the  traffic;  mi,  by  their  ireiterated 
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misrepreseDtatiaos,  which  were  seconded  by  a 
strong  peraonal  caim»,  they  had  rabed  a  pn^ift- 
dke  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Commons'  House.  Tiiey  liad,  indeed,  conjured 
up,  with  wonderful  eftct»  tha  ahadoiwy  forma  of 
insurrection,  massacre,  ruin,  and,  above  all,  of 
compensation  in  .  the  shape  of  eighty  miiiions 
alerlii^.  This  last'  spactie:  could  iKal;  M  of  af> 
firighting  those  who  were  of  opinion,  that  money 
ought  to  be  saved,  io.preterepce  to  iioao^r.  Akia 
to  Ais  degrading  aimtiineatt,  anci  perhaps  eveo  lass 
pardoDable,  as  it  joioed  insolence  to  baseness,  was 
*ao  ohjoctioii,  which  waa  ataited  .by  sQfai0persoa&, 
tfiat  the  evidence  Agaiost  the  tnale  waa  not  of 
equal  w  eight  with  the  evidence  for  ihe  trade,  be- 
cause the  former  was  ahtefly  gtvep  l^.poor  msD, 
and  Ant  latter  by  rich:  an  ot^jection  whieh ought 
to  be  recorded,  in  order  that  it  may  be  branded 
with  the  public  coatempt*  ior  its  i)lil)eral  aa4 
malignant  stupidity.  Still,  fbtife  and  mean  as 
were  the  arts  which  were  opposed  to  tiiem,  it 
would  not,  uDdev.such'ioaus{H(BioM3  circupaalaffce^ 
heTe  been  prudent  in  the  friemls  of  the  abolition 
to  engage  in  the  final  contest  before  they  could 
nvail  :4hemselyes  of  the,  if  hole  of  th^.  fiwqsa; 
and  thqp,  dierefore,  did  not  regret,  as  they  other- 
wise would  have  done,  that  the  discussion  was 
onee.  9i0re  postpoiied  till  the  opening  <rf  another 
session. 

.Previously  to  the  close  oi  thi^  sesaiopi  the  i#. 
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of  Sir  Wtttiftni  Dolben  was  refiiewed ;  and  he» 
the  Mends  of  the  traffic  gave  a  striking  proof  bow , 

sincerely  they  were  in  love  with  -  regulatiooa. 
Taking  advantage  of  a  tbtD  House,  they  carried 
ah  amendment^  by  which  they  obtained  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  slaves  to  the  tonnage  of 
the  ship ;  and  that»  too,  without  taking  into  ac- 
count, as  had  hitherto  been  the  casCy  and  as  was 
obviously  necessary,  the  extent  of  the  superhcies 
of  the  vessels,  fiy  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
however,  this  amendment  was  rejected  on  the 
Ibllowing  day. 

*    That  nothing  might  be  left  ondonei  another 

journey  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Clarkson,  during 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament.  It  lasted  four 
ilontfaSy  and>  in  the  coone  of  it,  lie  tmvelled 
seven  thousand  miles.  Though  in  many  in- 
stances he  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  timidity 
or  apathy  of  those  who  mi^t  have  done  essential 
service  to  the  cause,  yet,  at  the  close  of  his  exten- 
sive circuit,  he  found  that  his  toil  had  not  been 
bestowed  in  vain ;  for  he  was  able  to  count  upon 
the  assistance  of  twenty  new  and  willing  evidences. 

It  was  on  the  fourth  of  January,  1791,  that 
ihe  subject  was  again  taken  up  in  the  House. of 
Commons.  Mr.  Wiiberforce  then  moved  the 
Appointment  of  a  committee,  to  examine  iurther 
witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  . 
trade.  This  migbt  have  seemed  to  be  a  matter 
ofctiune.  It  was  not  so  conadeied  by  the  ad- 
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vacates  of  the  trade.  It  was  immediately  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Cawthoroei  who  cooteDded  that  the 
HoiMe  bad  beard  sufficient  evkboce;  and  in  thia 

opinion  he  was  joined  by  several  metiibeis.  Tlie 
injustice  of  these.  persQos  was  exposed  by  Mfr 
Wilberfofoe,  who  shewed  tbati  out  of  «|^ty-ooe 
days,  which  had  been  employed  in  hearing  evi- 
deocoi  Mtynseven  had  been  devoted  to  the  bear- 
ing of  Ibe  partmna  of  the  trade.  He  waa  aire* 
nuously  supported  by  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Martin^ 
and  other%  and  be  carried  bis  motion. 

The  examinations  were  conUnoed  from  the 
seventh  ctf  February  till  the  fifth  of  April,  when 

Ihegf  were  fioeUy  dosed.   Tbejf  were 

in  lke<  most  iUiberal  manner  by  the  advocalea  of 

the  trade^who  brow-beat,  insulted^  harassed^  afifl 
strove^  aa  moch  as  possible,  to  oonfuse  the  wit- 
Besses  against  it  The  candid  and  gentlemanly 
conduct  of  those  advocates  iailed,  however,  in  its 
purpose*  Not  one  of  the  witnesses^"  says  Mr* 
ClavksoBy  was  found  to  prevaricate,  or  to  warn 
as  to  the  certainty  of  their  facts."  Their  testimoayj 
tae^  being  all  positive,  aa  to  what  they  bad  seen^ 
waa  of  infinitely  more  value  than  the  merely 
negative  evidence  which  was  produced  on  the 
Other  aide  of  the  question.  The  evidence  filled 
three  folio  volumes,  and,  as  in  this  state  it  could . 
boot  Uttie  utUity^  a  faitb&L  abridginept  oiU  waa 
made,  tmA  distributed  aasoqg  the  menAers. 
The  i&ih  of  Afuril  was  tbe^  day  fijuid  upqq 
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* 

t&r  the  diseuaiioii  of  tht  aabject  It  m»  not 
witbOQt  gloomy  forebodings  Aat  the  fnends  of 

the  abolition  contemplated  the  approach  of  thftt 
day.  There  exisledy  at  this  moment^  pectiliar 
eircainstances  to  give  rise  to  their  fears.  The' 
French  revolution  iiad  begun  to  assume  an  aspect 
#hieh  exiited  alarm  in  the  minds  of  many,  whieh 
dann  was  exceedingly  increased  by  the  publica- 
tiOB  of  the  Rights  of  Man.  In  the  French  co- 
lonies^ likewise,  events  were  taking  place,  whioh 
gave  to  the  British  planters  and  slave  dealers 
something  like  a  colourable  pretext  for  pretend- 
ing that  the  doctrines  of  the  abolitionists  were  of 
a  revolutionary  nature,  and  inevitably  fraught 
with  ruin,  not  only  to  the  colonies,  but  to  the 
^arsBt  eoontry.   With  that  sort  of  base  polilical 

tactic  which  is  so  commonly  employed,  the  friends 
of  the  trade  held  up  the  committee  as  a  nest  of 
jacobins ;  and  this  unworthy  artifice  was  but  too 
successful.    Half  reasoners,  and  those  who  never 
leasoned  at  all,  were  workw^  up  by  it  into  a 
liMiroagh  dislike  of  the  persons  altaeked,  and,  of 
course,  of  ihe  cause  which  those  persons  espoused. 
Opportunely  at  this  critical  instant,  as  if  got  ap 
ibr  the  oecaskm»  somethbg  like  a  disturbance 
took  place  in  the  island  of  Dominica.    This  ^  as 
an  admimUe  auxiliary  to  the  planters.  Meet* 
ings  were  hastily  called  by  them  at  ^  London 
Tavern,  terrifying  letters  were  read  there,  and 
the  result  eC  the  delibesalioa  of  the  assembly  was, 
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that  the  iniuistry  was  implored  to  send  out  ft 
military  .foree  to  efteh  of  the  i^nd^  to  prwenrie 
the  whites  from  destruction.  This  DequeH,  bow- 
ever,  it  was  not  practicable  to  comply  with,  ^nd , 
the  plaiilers  then  resolved  that,  "  a»  it  was  t<x>. 
late  to  send  troops  to  the  islands,  the  best  way  of 
preserving  them  would  be  to  bring  tbp  que^tioa 
of  the  slave  trade  to  aa  immediate  issue;  and 
that  it  was  liie  dutj  of  govermnent,  if  they  re- 
garded the  saiety  of  the  islands,  to  oppose  the 
abolition  of  it"  The  decorum,  the  veracity,  aad 

the  grammar  uf  tlieii  resoluUoa  are  equally  de-. 
serving  of  praise. 

Sui^  was  the  state  of  things  wheOy  on  the 
18th. of  April,  Mr.  Wiiberiorce  niade  his  motion, 
which,  was^  that  the  chairman  he  inatrpcted  K> 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  prevent  the 
hirther^  importation  of  slav^es  into  the  British  co-. 
looiea  in  the  West  Indies.'* 

It  would,  within  the  narrow  limits  to  which, 
this  sketch  is  confined,  be  in  vain .  to.  attempt  to. 
follow  stjsp  by  step  a  debate  which  was  cootioiHKt 
tbfou^  two  dayS)  and  of  which  a  brief  analysia 
occufMes  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  octava 
pa^es.   All  that  eloquence  could  aceooapUshy  lo 

persuade,  to  .rouse,  to  me  to  thrill,  to  bring  con- 
viction to.tbe  reason,  was  fuUy  displayed.  Never 
U>  - any.  assemblage  i>f  men  were  more  glowing,: 

more  pathetic  strains  of  oratory  poured  forth, 

than  those  whiclyon  this  oecasi^  felifoworithe. 
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lips  of'  tbe  distifiguished  individuals  who  con^ 
tended  io  the  cause  of  humanity.  Never  was  a 
stronger  appeal  made  al  once  to  the  head  aud 
the  heart  than  that  which  was  now  made* 

Substantiating,  by  reference  to  the  documents 
upon  the  table,  every  assertion  which  he  advanced, 
Mr.  Waiberforoe  first  shewed  that  the  slaves 
were,  for  the  far  greater  part,  obtained  in  the 
vilest  manner,  by  their  being  kidnapped  from 
their  homes,  or  sentenced  upon  false  accusa* 
tioDs ;  that  the  wars  in  the  interior  were  entered 
into  for  the  purpose  of  taking  prisoners  to  be 
sold,  and  that  they  were  fomented  by  the  slave 
traders,  and  here  he  adduced  an  instance  of  a 
captain  having  instructed  his  agent    to  encou- 
rage the  chieftains,  by  brandy  and  gunpowder, 
to  go  to  war  and  make  slaves ;  that  the  trade  so 
deeply  contaminaled  tiie  morals  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  it,  as  to-  vitiate  all  their  notions* 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  induce  them  to  commit 
the  meanest  and  wickedest  frauds  upon  the  un* 
suspecting  natlveB ;  that  the  middle -passage  wa& 
a  period  of  horrible  suffering  to  the  blacks,  who, 
notwithstaadiog  they  were  represented  as  beasts, 
had  feelings  and  intellects  as  acute  as  the  whites 
had  ;  and  tliat  the  slavery  in  which  they  were  said 
to  exist  at  home,  was  not  like  the  slavery  of  the 
West  Indies,  but  was  a  happy  stats  of  existence, 
in  which  even  witnesses  against  the  abohtion  had 
deecribcii  them  as  1^  sitting  and  eating  with  their 
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masters,  in  the  true  style  of  patriarchai  sim- 
plicHy  and  eomfort" 

To  the  cry  whicii  had  been  raised,  that  the 
abolition  of  the  trade  would  rum  the  colonies,  he 
nplkd  tJ^t,  though  it  wouid  be  aoffideotfor  him 
to  observe,  that  mere  consideiations  of  policy 
ought  never  to  have  any  weight  ag^»t  justice, 
he  would  go  forther,  and  would  proYe  that  the 
cry  itself  haci  no  support  from  truth.  He  would 
prove  that  the  black  popahttioii  of  tine  islands 
might  be  more  than  kept  up  without  the  intro- 
duction oi  ail  aciditional  number  of  slaves.  The 
reason  that  the  deaths  among  the  slaves  over* 
balanced  the  births  be  traced  to  various  causes, 
ally  however,  easily  removeable ;  to  the  cruelties 
^ercised  upon  the  slaves,  the  little  attentiov- 
wbidi  was  paid  to  their  morals,  the  deficieocy  of 
proper  medical  care,  the  scantiness  of  food,  and 
the  mglect  of  attentuon  to  the  great  object  of 
keeping  up  tb^  stock  by  breeding.  Yet,  even 
now,  the  moitality  was  gradually  duuini&hing; 
it  hanog,  in  the  course  of  half  a  centory,  de^ 
creased  from  three  and  a  half  to  one  per  cent. 
An  inereaae  of  the  stock  might,  he  contendedi 
be  expected  to  take  pkcein  a  very  short.tim^  if 
the  proper  means  were  adopted  to  obtain  it, 
means  which  would  be  adopted  when  slaves  could 
no  kxlgar  be  imported;  and  he  firmly  grounded 
his  argument  upon  many  undeniable  facts,  which 
manifisSftadthat^  whenever  the  negms  were  treated 
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m\Xi  kindness,  the  bn  lhs  among  Lhem  were  uni- 

fcNrmly  far  loore  numefoufi  thao  thi»  deatha.  Au 
importatioii  of  8lam»  tbm&Mre»  was  not  naoea* 

sary  fur  the  welfare  of  the  islands. 

'The  agaertioiia  whkh  he  next  raftiled  weft  tha 
aMertions  that  the  trade  was  a  imraery  of  aea» 
men,  and  that  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Bris* 
tol  and  Liver{M)ol  would  ba  hUghted^  and  the 
oommeim  of  the  country  be  much  mjured,  by 
die  success  ot  the  present  motion.  With  respect 
to  the  firit  of  theses  he  referred  to  the  evidtiioey 
to  prove  that  the  trade,  inttaad  of  being  a  mn^ 
sery  was  a  devuurer  of  seamen ;  the  mortality  in 
the  slave  vessels  being,  beyond  all  oomparison, 
greater  than  that  which  took  place  in  the  vessels 
eoipioyed  in  other  trades ;  and  that  those  sailors 
who  survived  were  so  tboroii|^y  bmtaliaed  by 
the  shameful  scenes  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
g^igedj  that  they  were  rather  considered  as  « 
nuisance  than  as  an  acquisitiQii  by  the  captaina 
of  our  ships  of  war.  To  the  other  assertions  he 
answered}  that  they  were  obviously  errooeoas; 
the  slave  trade  composing  but  a  thirtieth  part  of 

the  whole  export  trade  of  Liverpool,  and  a  still 

smaller  proportion  of  the  trade  of  Bnstol ;  and 
tk^  whole  value  of  our  esporfes  to  Afinca,  of 
which  gunpowder  to  slaughter  the  natives  fur- 
nished this  lar|^  party  not  being  anmially  moea 
than  a  sum  of  between  four  and  five  hundred 
thousand  pou^id^   ^  Africa^. he  reminded  bis 
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hearersy  was  capable  of  carrying  oa  a  comoierce 
far  more  beneficial,  and,  at  the  same  time,  per* 
fectly  innocent.  She  abounded  with  productions^ 
of  value,  which  she  would  gladly  exchange  for 
ourmamifactores,  when  these  were  not  otherwise 
to  be  >  obtained ;  and  to  what  an  extent  her  de- 
mand might  then  gptyw,  almost  exceeded  the 
powen  of  calcalatioB. 

The  last  objection  which  lie  had  to  remove 
was  an.  objection  made  by  thooe  wbo^  professing 
tbemsdves  Mendly  to  the  abc4ition,-were^  never- 
theless, of  opinion  tliat  more  time  ought  to  be  - 
attowed ;  and  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  leave 
the  bnnnesB  in  the  hands  of  the  colonial  legisla'^ 
tive  bodies.  To  those  he  demonstrated  that,  m 
the. first  place^  any  regulations  which  might  ba 
made  on  this  subject  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
ialaods  must  necessarily  be  inefiicient,  it  being 
impracticable  to  execote  them ;  and  that,  in  the 
next  place,  they  would  not  only  be  inefficient  as 
to. their  avowed  purpose,  but  probably  dang^us 
to  the  makers  of  them ;  it  bring  a  hacardons  «x- 
periment  to  give  to  the  negroes  the  power  of  ap- 
pealing, to-the  laws  before  they  were  reodered  lit 
1m  the  enjoyment  of  civil  rights,  by  a  gradual 
raisifig  of  them  from  the  debased  state  in  which 
tbey  JM»w  exists.  The  abolition  was  exactiy 
ancfa- an  agent'es  in  this  case  was  required.  The 
anpfily  from  Afn<?a  being  cut  ofi,  breeding  must 
become a.serious  i^bfSct  of  atftefftkm,  the  natural 
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e^t  of  which  wouid  be,  that  the  slaves  would 
Jbe  better  treated,  'and  ;ftfaat  comeqaentij*  their 
moral  character  would  be  recovered  from  the  de- 
gradatiao  ioto  which  it  had  been  brought  by  the 
wioua  untbward  cueoiaatifiees  coDnected  wilb 
their  miserable  condition.  With  respect  to  a 
g^ual  abolition,  be  thought  that,  coosideaog 
the  miseries  whtdi  the  traffic  every  uMMneot 

occasioned  in  Africa,  ilie  idea  ol  it  could  not 
for  an  instant  be  .tolerated,  unless  we  were 
ready  at  once  to  detennine  that  gain  should  be 
cur  God,  and,  like  the  heathens  of  old,  were  prc- 
{)ared  to  otkt  up;  human  victims  at  the  shrine  of 
our  idolatry."  The  plea*tfaat|  if  w  deelioed  the 
trade,  other  nalluns  would  take  it  up,  he  dis- 
oasedt  as  it<  wett  deserved,-  with  short  hut  poinled 
fls^MiobatioD.        •     J  '1 

In  conclusion,  seemingly  anticipating  what 
wwtd  be  the  dedsiDa  of  the  Hoase,  Mr.  Wiiher- 
force  declared  that,  mmdi  as  be  Inig^  be  sup- 
posed to  feel  on  this  occasion,  he  was  compara- 
tively kidifiereQt  as  to  the.resolt  of  this  debate; 
he  beiDg  well  eonvinced  tiiat  die  people  of  Eng- 
land would  aboUsh  the  trade,  whenever  its  injus- 
tioe  ahd  cruelty  .ahouid  be  fairly  laid  opeo  to 
them ;  and  he  pledged  himself  never,  while  life 
reBMUoed,  to  abandon  the  work  in  which  he  was 
now  engaged.  Let  us  not,**  he  said,  despair* 
It  is  a  blessed  cause,  and  success,  ere  long,  will 
crown  our  exiesUom*   Already  we  have  gained 
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one  victory.  We  have  obtained  for  these  poor 
iratiim  iIm  mogpilMm  of  iheir  bunisD  i»tiiNf» 
vhieh^  in*  «  while,  was  most  shamefully  cknied 
them.  This  is  the  iirst  fruits  of  our  efforts.  Let 
us  penrare,  and  our  trhnnpb  will  be  complete. 
Never,  never,  will  we  desist,  till  we  have  wiped 
mm%y  this  scaodai  from  the  Christian  name ;  till 
we  btm  fetoaaed  ouraelm  from  the  bad  of  gsAt 

under  which  we  at  prcbcnt  labour;  and  till  we 
have  extinguished  every  trace  of  this  bloody 
traScy  which  our  ixssterity,  looldng  badk  to  4be 
history  of  these  enlightened  times,  will  scarcely 
believe  to  have  been  fluffierad  to  exist  so  ioi^  a 
disgrace  and  ar  dishonour  to  our  country." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Colonel  Taile- 
ton,  who  took  the  lead,  ^  Mr.  Gfosvenor,  M& 
Stanley,  the  a^ent  for  the  islands*  LMiJa^ 
Russel,  Colonel  Phipps,  Alderman  Wateon,  Mr. 
Dmke,  Lord  Sbefield^  Mr*  finnba,  «ir  WittiMi 
Young,  Mr.  Simmer,  and  Major  Soott. 

It  was  contended,  that  Parliament  had  saoe*- 
tianed  the  traffic,  and,  unless  it  ffm  tomjamf 
lion,  oottU  not  aboliiti  it,  withont «  breacli  of 
ftub;  thait  the  friends  of  the  abolition  were  led 
Mtnry  by  a  OMStaken  bmnanity,  ibe  Afticui 
them?*elves  having  no  dislike  of  the  trade ;  that 
kichmpping  and  other  barbarous  practices  were 
not  as  general  as  they  haid  been  assefted  to4K^ 
but  lliat,  at  all  events,  they  were  the  natunal 
consequences^  the  Iwws  of  Aft9ca,Md  it  became 
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us,  as  wise  men,  to  turn  them  to  our  own  ad  van- 
tagt:;  that  tbe  uapleuaiit  circumstances  wiikh 
attended  the  tnMle  oo^t  mit  to  be  loo  ourioBtly 
enquired  into ;  that  foreigners,  less  humane  than 
we.ipere»  would  engage  io  the  fciaiky  if  w  denit- 
ed  finom  it;  that  it  appeared  to  bate  Jbten  tbe 
intention  of  Providence,  from  the  begiDning,  that 
one  set  of  mea  sboiiid  slaves  to  aoffltber,  and 
that  Cbristianity  did  not  poobifait  abmry ;  tbat  a 
haberdasher's  \\  ife  once  tnurdered  her  apprentice, 
but  tbat  Dobody  nvi^r,  owi  that  aooeimftt  tbougjlit 
of  aboEshing  haberdashery,  and  tbat,  tiMrefons, 
we  ought  not  to  abolish  the  ^lave  trade  merely 
because  some  dreadful  stories  had .  beeo- told  aboat 
it ;  that  ail  the  tales  relative  to  the  misery  of  the 
middle  passage  were  gross  falsehoods;  that  the 
Africans  cnf^  to  be  thankftU  fcr  befaig  carned 
to  be  safe  in  the  British  colonies  ;  that  they  were, 
of  course,  well  treated  m  the  coiome^  it  being 
the  inlefestof  the  phuifefs  to  tveat  tb06i,8o;  thai 

they  were  exccciiuigly  cheerful  and  happy,  a 
sufficient  proof  of  which  was,  tbat  they  lov^ 
finery,  miserable  persons  having  no  taste  ftr 
finery;  that  the  West  Indies  could  not  be  culti- 
vated without  them ;  that  the  slaves  themselves 
disliked  the  plan  of  abdishing  the  tradei,  because 
it  would  increase  their  toil  by  depriving  them  of 
fillure  assistance;  thai  the  colonies  would  be 
eiposad  to  insurrection  firom  them;  that  the 
trade  kept  a  great  number  of  seamen  in  rtadinesb 
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fur  the -navy;  that  the  loss  of  it  would  be  ruin- 
ous to  our  commerce  and  hoaaces;  that  the 
-.Nenrfoandknd  fishery  coM  not  go.  oo  wilfaont 

it,  as  tiie  uegiocs  ate  a  va^t  quantity  of  infjerior 
fishy  which  was  quite  uaiit4or  auy  other  market 
than  diife  West'Iodtui ;  Ibat^^iftiie  abolilNn  bad 

beea  so  clear  a  point  as  it  was  asserted  io  be, 
•ihece  wouid  laave-beeo  no  occasioa  for. so  luuch 
eftdence 'and  tinie  to  fmve  it  so ;  and,  lastly, 
.that,  although  tiiere  were  many  reasons  against 
its  being  attempted,  it  would  siiflkte  to  mantioli 
only  mi^,  tthich  ms,  tliat  it  ought-  to  lie  eoo- 
sidered  as  a  rash,  a  visionary,  and  an  imprac- 
ticable scheme. 

Some  of  the  members,  however,  who  were 
hostile  to  the  motion,  opposed  it  with  less  vio* 
ikooe^  and  latfaer  on  thegroand  of  its  being  inex^ 
pedient  than  of  its  being  unjust.  They  thought 
that  the  trade  could  not  sately  be  put  a  sudden 
mop,  to,  'but  that'ii  ought  to  be  abc^itiwd  in  a 
gradual  manner.  Sir  William  Young  was  the 
leading  speaker  of  this  party,  and,  though  he 
lienied  the  truth  of  much  that  had  been  urged 
relative  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  slaves,  be  de- 
i^ared  his  abhorrence  of  the  trade,  and  his  speech, 
throughout,  had  the  meiit  of  being  temperate*aad 
caadid.  Mr.  Burden  and  Mr.  Sumner  were  of 
the  same  opinion  with-  Sir  William  Young,  and 
spoke  with  the  same  moderation  which  he  bad 
displayed. 
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The  motioa  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  wppoit* 

ed  by  Mi  .  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  Lord  Carys*- 
fort,  Mr.  Coartaiuty,  Mr.  M.  Mootaguey  Mr. 
Smith,  the  member  for  Pontefract,  Mr.  Stanley, 
the  member  for  Laocasbirey  Mr.  Kyder  and  Mr. 
Milnea.  It  is  worthy  of  notice^  that  two  of  these, 
Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Ryder,  were  gained  over  to 
the  cause  of  the  aboUtioa  by  the  ineslstible  ar* 
gmnents  wUch  were  brought  forward  in  its  be* 
half;  Mr.  Stanley  having,  as  he  nobly  confessed, 
GOB^  down  to  die  home  with  aldetermbation  to 
vote  against  the  motion,  and  Mr..  Ryder'  having 
been  quite  undecided  as  to  what  part  he  should 
ultimately  take. 

Foremost  in  the  canse  of  humanity,  on  these 
memorable  days,  were  the  two  great  political  ri- 
vals; now  rivals  only  in  eloquence  and  a  love 
of  justice.  The  next  place  to  them  was  held  by 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  J.  Martin.  Mueh  of  the  argument  which 
was  brought  to  bear  by  these  s|)eakcra  was  ne- 
(^sarily  identical  with<  that  which  had  been  ad- 
duced  by  the  honourable  mover;  but  it  was 

placed  in  fresh  lighb,  btiengtlicncd  by  a  reference 
to  additional  6u:ts,  and  hchly  adorned  by  all  the 
graces.of  oratory.  The  new  sophisms  and  misre* 
presentations  of  their  opponents  wci  e,  however, 
not  allowed  to  remain  unanswered  and  unchas- 
tised. 

VOL.  IV.  C  C 
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Tbm  eoBtampt  of  right,  wfam  it  stood  in  op- 
position to  expedience,  which  bad  been  manifest- 
ed by  some  of  the  oppooeDts  of  the  motioD»  wai 
repiobtetBd  with  todigotiit  severity.  The  do^ 
trines,  it  was  said,  which  had  been  heard  on  this 
occasion^  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  times 
the  most  fla^ESndy  ^irofligate  and  abaadooed. 

Were  the  everlasting  laws  of  righteousness  to  be 
subverted,  and  teas  of  thousands  of  our  felloir 
craatores  eoBdeBoned  to  wretdiediiessi  that  some 
individuals  might  enjoy  opulence,  or  the  govem- 
flsent  a  rerarae?  The  ^trade  was^  ia  fact,  one 
which  it  was  impossible  to  defend,  without  first 
proving  that  the  laws  ot  morality  were  not  binding 
upon  nations.  Knowing  by  evidence  wiiat  it 
wasy  if  the  House  did  not  by  their  vote  aoark  to 
all  mankind  their  abhorrence  of  a  practice  so 
savage,  so  enormous,  so  lepngnattt  to  all  hiws 
human  and  divine,  they  would  consigp  tlior  cha^ 
racter  to  eternal  infamy. 

The  attempt  to  draw  from  the  scriptures  ai^ 
gumeots  in  favour  of  the  trade  was  described  as 
a  perversion  and  a  mockery  of  the  sacred  writings, 
and  a  gross  insult  upon  the  understandings  of 
the  members,  since  it  could  be  intended  or  ex«- 
pected  to  impose  only  upon  those  who  never 
took  the  tmibk  of  thinking  for  themselves.  That 
the  traffic  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  whole 
tenor  and  spirit  of  Christianity,  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one  who  believed  in  the  truth  of  the 
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nMiiiii  that   we  ou^t  to  do  unto  othofs^  As  we 

would  wish  that  others  should  do  unto  us."  If 
Ibis  tnaaum  had  its  proper  ioiuence,  the.  trade 
eoaM  not  exkt  fior  a  siiigk  hour.  It  was  dmied, 
too,  that  slavery  in  ancient  times  bore  any  re- 
eaaiblaooe  to  the  slavery  in  the  Westladiai. 
The  two  states  were,  ID  trath^  widely  difiareiit. 
But  w^re  diM  ever  so  close  a  resemblance  be» 
tween  them,  this  oooki  not  afford  any  juatifiea^ 
thm  of  our  omkhict  Did  it  neeeisalily  fbllow 
that,  because  a  pr&ctice  ijad  existed,  it  must  be 
joit?  By  this  aigaaiant  every  cricne  Binde  the 
ctayB  of  Cain  m^hk  be  easily  defamML 

The  absurdity  of  the  plea,  that,  if  we  aban- 
doned the  tradoy  otheiB  would  fellow  it^  and  thus 
mider  our  virtue  of  no  avails  was  ibraUy  coent- 
rriented  on  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Jl^artin. 

What  kind  of  malitj  waa  this?  "  was  soorn&lly 
anM  by  Mr,  For.  The  trade  was  drfemible 
upon  no  other  principle  than  that  of  a  highway^ 
aian.  Great  Britaia  "oonld  noi  fctep  it  upon 
Siteh  tsfm.  Msre  §Ain  was  not  a  motive  for  a 
great  country  to  rest  upon,  aa  a  justihcation  of 
eny  measure*  Honour  was  its  superior ;  and 
justice  was  superior  to  honour."'  With  equal 
ehergy,  it  was  remarked,  by  Mr«  Martin,  that  ^'it 
had  bean  frequandy,  but  ^sgraoefully  said,  thai 

*  wc  should  not  be  too  eager  in  setting  the  ex- 
ample* Let  the  i^  rench  begin  it/  Such  aaeoti«> 
tmt  wttft  a  dtieet  libel  upon  the  ancient  ^noble 
and  generous  character  of  this  nation.  We  ought^ 
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on  the  cobCrary,  under  the  blesiingB  whkli :  we 

enjoyed,  and  under  the  high  sense  which  we  en- 
tertained of  our  own  digpity  as  a  people,  to  be 
proudly  fearfal,  lest  other  nations  should  antici- 
pate our  design,  and  obtain  the  palm  before  us. 
It  became  us  to  lead.  And  if  others  should  not 
follow  us,  It  would  belong  to  them  to  ^ry  in 
the  shame  ot  trampling  under  foot  the  laws  of 
reason,  humanity  and  religion/' 

That  it  was  the  general  practice  of  savages 
to  massacre  their  prisoners  when  they  couid  not 
sell  Uiem,  was  declared  to  be  an  assertion  which 
was  contradicted  by  fact.  Captives,  on  the  con* 
trary,  were  often  adopted  into  the  families  of 
diose  who  had  taken  them,  and  protectioii  was 
ofpen  given  to  women  and  to  children.  But  this 
had,  in  truth,  but  little  to  do  with  the  question. 
The  wars  ihemsdves  were  mostly  enterad  into 
at  the  instigation  of  the  traders,  and  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  making  slaves.  Abolish  the  trade, 
and  there  would  be  an  immediate  decrease  in 
the  number  of  wars.  It  had  been  pleaded  also, 
in  behalf  of  the  traffic,  that  many  of  the  slaves 
were  persons  condemned  by  the  Uws^  who  weie 
rescued  by  their  purchasers  from  a  more  rigorous 
£Eite.  Even  were  this  true,  which  to  any  extent 
it  was  not  admitted  to  he,  the  trade  was  still  as 

much  an  object  of  censure  as  ever  it  was.  While 
the  traffic  existed,  those  laws,  favourable  as  they 
were  to  the  love  of  revenge  and  of  lucre,  would 

never  cea&e  to  exist.    It  wdb  the  IraiHc  wiiich 
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perpetmited  die  kws^aS;  by  ihe.hope  of  gain 
which  it  inspired  it  encouraged  men  falsely  to 
iiecose -their  n^hboura  of  beiog  giuity  of  critnesy 
eofne  of  which,  the  crime  of  witefcenft  for  io* 
stance,  it  was  notoriously  impoasible  for  any  one 
-tO'OMDinit 

In  addition  to  the  acts  of  cruelty  which  had 
already  been  stated  to  have  been  exercised  upon 
negnoesy  numerous  others,  of  equal  atrocity,  were 
adduced ;  and  it  was  urged,  that  to  suppose,  as 
some  had  supposed,  that  mterest  would  at  ^1 
times  iafluence  the  masters  to  be  kind  to  their 
slaves,  was  to  be  ignorant  of  human  nature.  As 
to  encouragement  being  given  to  the  propagation 
of  skives,  it  would  not  become  a  general  practice, 
till  the  planters  were  deprived  of  every  other 
resource;  it  being  well  known  that  in  many 
cases,  the  breeding  «f  skves  was  checked,  on 

the  giouDcl  that  it  was  more  profitable  and  less 
troublesome  to  purchase  a  fuil-growa  being  than 
to  rear  a  child. 

It  was  denied  that  the  African  trade  was  of 
such  importance  as  it  had  been  represented  to 
be;  our  largest  export  there  being  that  of  gun- 
powder, wliich  was  doubtless  sent  over  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  maintainiog  peace,  and  pro- 
moting cinlization  among  the  numerous  tribes  of 
Africa.  There  was,  too,  another  benevolent 
article  of  export,  on  which  four  or  Eye  thousand 
persons  m  J^ngland  were  said  to  depend  for 
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bread:  and  what  was  this  artkla?  Itcflasbfad 

of  guns,  which  were  (abricateol  in  Mneb  a  skuxie^ 
hi  maoner  that  they  could  not  be  iired  ^vMhout 
•  eatreme  dangar  to  die  user  of  theoii  and  wkkk, 
in  fact,  killed  more  from  the  butt  than  from  dia 
muzzle.  The  same  exaggeration  that  was  re-*- 
sorted  to,  with  respect  to  Iht  nagnhiida  of  die 
African  trade,  was  also,  it  was  said,  employed  to 
swell  the  value  of  the  colonial  trade,  and  of  thtf 
colonies  themselves;  which  value  did  not,  m 
reality,  reach  to  much  luoi  e  than  half  the  sum 
at  which  it  wae  falsely  estimated.  Be  it,  bow- 
more,  or  less,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subject,  as  it  would  not  be  diminibhed  by  the 
measure  which  was  now  proposed.  Bat,  of  aU 
the  arguments  which  had  been  brought  ftNTward 
by  the  opponents  of  the  motion,  the  most  ridicu- 
lous, it  was  said,  was  undonbtodly  that  wiach 
gravely  maintained  that,  in  order  to  ioeep  up  a 
sufficient  number  of  blades  to  consume  our  refuse 
&h,  which  no  one  else  would  eat,  we  ought  to 
persist  m  carrying  on  a  tmAc  wliidi  was  fimught 
with  intainy. 

Thou^  Mr.  Pitt  warmly  joided  in  all  that 
was  advanced  on  ^s  side  of  the  qyestion,  'and 
though  he  eloquently  exposed  the  wickedness  of 
the  trade  in  att  its  Tamifieaiioiia,  his  mam  aig»> 
ment  was  dmctad  against  those  who,  while 
they  admitted  the  trade  to  be  in  itsdf  an  evil, 
eenteoded  that  it  could  not  be  ckdislMd  wMmt 
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pro&acmg  a  fraater  evil,  hi  the  utter  niia  of 

our  West  Indian  colonies.  "  As  the  ioiprac- 
ikM&ly  of  keefHOg  up  the  nuoiber  of  the 
Mucks  afypeared,"  he  said,  to  operate  as  the 
chief  objectiuu,  he  trusted  that,  by  showing  it  to 
lie  ill-founded,  he  should  clear  away  all  other 
obstacles  whatew;  so  that,  havhig  no  ground 
either  of  justice  or  necessity  to  stand  on,  there 
•would  be  no  eicuae  left  to  the  eouunittee  iori^ 
sisting  the  present  motion."  With  this  view, 
he  entered  into  an  elaborate  enquiry  respecting 
the  pest  and  present  state  of  the  black  popolatioii 
in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  which  island  then  con- 
tained more  than  half  the  slaves  in  the  Britiah 
West  Indies,   tie  showed  that  the  proportion 

of  deaths  to  births  had  for  a  long  while  been 
gradually  decreasing ;  that  the  births  and  deaths 
at  this  moment  were,  perhaps,  nearly  equal ;  that  . 
with  care,  such  as  the  abolition  would  certainly 
compel  the  masters  to  take,  the  number  of  births 
might  be  expected  soon  tooblun  a  preponderuoey; 
and  that^  consequently,  fresh  importations  were 
not  necessary  to  enable  the  colonists  to  cultivate 
'  the  soil.  The  same  he  stated  to  be  the  case  with 
all  the  other  islands,  in  some  of  winch,  as  in 
Barfoadoes  and  Dominica,  an  inereese  of  num- 
bers by  birth  had  already  taken  place. 

That  this  debate  was  protracted  through  two 
sittings  was  not  the  fiuilt  of  the  friends  of  the 
trade.    Conscious,  perhaps,  of  their  numerical 
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strength,  and  willing  to  save  tbemselm  inMe, 

they  strenuously  endeavoured  on  ihe  first  night 
to  pot  an  end  to  the  business.  The  adjourn* 
ment  was,  however,  carried,  by  the  exectkms  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox.  But  the  triumpli  oi  ihe 
advocates  of  slavery  was  only  delayed.  The 
question  being  at  length  put^  the  motion 'of  Mr. 
VViiberforce  was  negatived,  by  a  large  majority ; 
the  noes  ben^  a  hundred  and  8ix^'*thiiee»  and 
the  ayes  no  more  than  eighty-eight. 

Foiled,  but  neither  surprised  nor  discouraged, 
the  Committee  for  efiiectiog  .the  aboUtioQ  now 
bdd  a  meeting,  which  was  numerously  attended. 
They  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  recent  dehale, 
and  they  declared  that,  considering  the  decision 
of  the  House  rather  as  a  delay  thao  as  a  defeat, 
they  would     never  desist  firom  appealing  to 

their  countrymen,  till  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  Africa  should  cease  to  be  polluted  with  the 
blood  of  ite  inhabitants." 

For  the  Tail uic  \^  hich  they  liad  experienced 
with  respect  to  their  great  object,  the  friends  of 
the  abolition  were,  pireviously  to  the  close  of  the 
session,  in  ii  small  degree  compensated,  by  the 
success  of  one  of  their  benevolent  plans.  The 
establishment  of  the  Sierra  Leone  company  was 
sanctioned  by  parhament;  and  it  was  lioped 
that  this  company  would  be  a  powediil  means 
of  s|iraadbg  the  light  of  knowledge,  and^  of 
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course,  monrikj  and  civilization,  through  all  that 

pa  i  t  ot  the  continent  of  Africa  which  would  be 
placed  within  the  sphere  of  its  iofluence. 

The  friends  of  the  slave  traflBc  were  exceed- 
ingly elated  by  their  victory,  and  it  is  [)robable 
ihat,  oolwithstandiDg  the  published  resolutions 
of*  their  antagonists,  they  believed  it  to  be  final. 
In  this  latter  point,  however,  they  were  mistaken. 
The  committee  "  bated  no  jot  of  heart  or  hope 
but,  on  the  contrary,  redoubled  their  exertions. 
They  arranged  and  published  the  evidence,  and 
distributed  it  ia  every  corner  of  the  island.  Mr. 
Chrkson  again  tmvetted  over  En^and  and  Wales, 
and  the  same  task  was  performed  in  Scotland  by 
Dr.  Dickson.   It  was  no  small  satisfiictioii  to 
-the  committee  to  find  that  the  people  were,  more 
warmly  than  ever,  on  their  side.    Many  began 
to  mantfiest  tbsir.  hostility  to  the  slave  trade^  by 
discontinuing  the  purchase  of  West  India  pro> 
duce ;  and  so  prevalent  was  their  example  that» 
in  a  short  time,  there  were  calculated  to  be  three 
hundred  thousand  individuals  who  had  abandoned 
the  use  of  sugar.    In  many  of  the  great  towns 
committees  were  formed,  to  co-openkte  with  the 
London  committee ;  and,  from  all  parts  of  Great 
foitain,  petitions  ag^DSt  the  detested  traffic 
were  daily  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  whole  number  of  petitions  was  no  less  than 
five  hundred  and  nineteen^  of  which  three  hun- 
dred' and  thirty-two  item  from  £nglaiid  and 
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Wales.   Among  than  wm  turn  from  tbe  iiwerj 

of  London,  which  was  unanimously  voted  by  a 
crowded  iiali. 

It  was  mufer  tbew  auspices  that,  dn  the  se- 
cond of  April,  17^1)  Mr.  Wilberfqrce  once  more 
bfou|^t  die  quBStioii  before  the  Hense,  by  vov-* 
log  *'  that  it  is  the  opinioD  of  this  eomniittee, 
that  the  trade  carried  on  by  British  subjects  for 
tbe  purpose  of  obtaining  slaves  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  ought  to  be  abolished.'* 

It  is  manifesty  that  the  reasooiog  whkh  was 
employed  on  this  occasion  most  have  been  nearly 
jlie  same  with  that  which  was  employed  on  the 
former.  To  give  an  analysis  of  the  debate  would^ 
Iheiefore,  be  to  do  little  asere  than  repeat  that 

which  the  reader  lias  already  perused  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages  of  this  historical  sketch*  Argu- 
ments which,  re-prodoced  after  an  interval  of  a 
year,  clothed  in  diiFerent  words,  and  adorned  by 
<aU  the  graces  of  langoage,  mig^t»  in  a  speech  of 
tknee  hours,  appear  to'have  the  charm  of  novettyy 
would,  when  shewn,  close  together,  in  a  dry  md 
naked  abatracty  excite  nothing  but  lassitude  and 
disgust  For  this  reason,  the  dimate  on  Mr. 
W  iiberforce's  motion,  and  all  the  succeeding  de- 
jbales,  till  the  close  of  the  contest,  wiU  be  re- 
eorded  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible.  It  is 
the  result  alone  which  can  be  an  object  of  cu- 
riottty. 

Tbe  speech  of  Mr,  Wilberforce  was  not  less 
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d^quent  tbaii  tfaat  which  he  msde  wheii  he  first 
mtrodiieed  the  aokject  to  theneticeof  the  HoiiBe. 

He  atreogthea^  with  new  tacts  all  hid  former 
9fCfyMiimit9 ;  he  gave  new  aoeipen  to  every  ob* 
jectioo.    There  wes  no  part  of  hb  stfttemest 

which  he  Uii  UQguarjded  hy  reaBoning,  none 
vbich^  where  omameot  wdb  admiesiUe,  he  left 
itnembeliisbed  by  the  charms  of  curatory.  The 
cause  of  the  aboiiiion  was  also  warmly  espoused 
Mr*  U.  Thoifito%  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mn 
Montague,  who  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
aiKl  with  much  eloquence  and  force  of  aig»- 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Air.  BaiUie,  Mr. 
Vaughan  and  Colonel  Tarieton.  It  was  hoped, 
ibey  said,  that  the  friends  of  the  abobtion  would 
Jjave  been  contented  wiih  the  innocent  blood 
iwbich  had  already  been  shed.  The  great  island 
nf  Si.  I>e«ningo  had  been  torn  in  pieces  by  insurw 

rections,  which  were  occasioned  entirely  by  the 
diBtato  00  jthe  slave  trade;  and,  not  latifi^ed  by 
this,  tfaene  who  wm  hostile  to  the  trade  new 

wished  to  coniplete  the  ruin  in  the  West  Indies, 
hy  aecoa>plisl)ing  the  destruction  of  the  British 
oekmies.  The  slaves  were  contented,  there  was 
a  miitual  confidence  between  them  and  their  mas- 
Ifinw  And  ali  was  quiet,  before  this  impolitic  ques* 
tion  was  agitated.  Now  the  scene  was  totally 
mrersed ;  maga^in^  of  arms  being  necessary  on 
eusry  estate.  The  tMife  itself  had  heen  sano- 
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•  tkmed  by  a  multitude  of  acts,  which  were  passed 

in  reiiiiis  distinguished  for  the  production  of  great 
and  enlighteneil  characters.  We  heard  then  ot  uo 
wild  aod  destructive  doctrines  like  the  present; 
docuiiics  which  were  reserved  for  this  age  ot  no- 
velty and  ioQovatiou.    .The  planters,  it  was 
urged,  were  good  and  worthy  people ;  they  had 
never  been  seditious  or  rebellious ;  they  had  an 
uiKioubted  claim  to  full  protection,  or  to  ML 
compensation,  if  parliameat  were  indeed 'deter- 
mined to  '.Lprive  them  of  their  rights  and  their 
property.    But  what  necessity  was  there  to  in- 
terfere in  behalf  of  the  slaves?   Setting  aside 
liberty,  they  were  as  well  off  as  the  poor  in 
£urope ;  they  had  no  wants,  no  cares^  and  were 
.seldom  abused ;  they  were  resigned  to  their  situ* 
ation,  and  looked  to  nothing  beyond  it    In  aid 
of  all  this,  the  value  of  the  colonies,  the  amount 
•of  thdr  exports  and  imports,  the  magnitude  of 
the  duties  which  they  paid  to  the  revenue,  and 
-die  number  of  vessels  which  they  employed, 
were  once  more  pressed  into  the  service  of  the 
speakers.     Lest  this  should  not  be  sufficienl^ 
Colonel  Tarleton  ridiculed  and  abused  the  pe* 
titions,  and,  in  his  usual  decorous  manner,  poured 
iorth  invectives  against  the  friends, of  the  abo- 
litioo,  whom  he  designated  as  a  junto  of  sectaries, 
sophists,  enthusiasts  and  fanatics. 

But  it  was  not  from  arguers  like  these  that 
the  friends  of  the  abolition  bad  most  to  dread. 
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Tlie  real  peril  to  wbkh  their  cftuie  wa$  exposed 

arose  rather  from  those  who  ^vere  insidiously 
dressed  in  the  garb  of  frieods.  Mr.  Dundas, 
with  the  professed  view  of  reooQciling  both  par- 
ties, came  forward  to  propose  that  a  gradual 
abolitioD  should  take  place.  The  picture  which 
be  drew,  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  his 
platfi,  was  a  seductive  one ;  as  he  not  only  held 
<Hit  the  prospect  of  abolishing  the  trade,  but  also 
of  olttmatdy  putting  an  end  to  slavery  itself. 

All  this  was  to  be  effected  by  the  virtue  of  cer- 
taiu  reg^latioos.  By  regulations/'  he  said, 
be  meant  soch  as  would  increase  fhe  breed  of 
slaves  in  the  West  Indies ;  such  as  would  ensure 
a  moral  education  to  their  children ;  and  such  as 
would  even  in  time  eitinguisb  bereditary  slavery. 
The  extinction,  however,  of  this  was  not  to  be 
brought  about  by  allowing  the  son  of  an  African 
skve  to  obtain  his  freedom  on  the  death  of  bis 
parent.  Such  a  son  should  be  considered  as  born 
free.  He  should  then  be  educated  at  the  ex^ 
pense  of  the  penon  importing  his  parents ;  and, 
when  arrived  at  such  a  degree  of  strength  as 
mig^l  qualify  bim  to  labour,  be  should  work  for 
a  term  of  years,  for  the  payment  of  the  eipense 

of  his  education  and  maintenance." 

The  system  of  Mr*  Dundas  was  adopted  by 
Mr.  AddingtoOy  then  speaker,  and  by  Mr.  Jen- 

kinson;  the  latter  of  whom  confessed  that  the 
trade  was  an  evil,  founded  on  injustice  and  op- 
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pnanoaf  whib  ^  fomat  wentstiU^fiMrfbery  and 

declared  that  it  had  his  utter  mbhorrnftee.  The 
abhorrence  felt  by  Mr*  Addington  was,  however, 
of  a  singular  idod.  It  did  not  kad  him  to  any 
harshness  against  the  tbmg  trfakib  he  abhorred. 
He  imew,  he  said,  of  no  language  which  could 
agg^vaie  the  mm6  of  the  alaxre  trade ;  bat»  ill 
the  same  hreath,  he  added,  that  the  case  of  the 
West  Indians  deserved  a  tender  consideration. 
That  18  to  say,  that  the  crhaimda  who  oi^ht  to 
be  abhorred,  ought  to  he  treated  with  the  most 
delicate  tenderness.  He  was,  therefore,  of  opi- 
nioD^  that  the  traffic,  which  he  had  stigmattedd 
as  atrOdoiitly  criminal,  should  be  permitted  te 
go  on  for  ten  or  twelve  years  longer ;  and  that 
eneourageBaetitehauld  he  i^ao  to  the  iiii|iovt»> 
tion  of  females,  rather  than  to  dutt  of  malei. 
Justice  might,  he  thought^  be  thus  done  to  both 
partiasi  without  inoonwiiaacB  to  akfaer. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  agreed  with  bitil  in  opinion, 
a«  to  the  propriety  of  paying  attention  to  the  io^ 
tarost  of  the  planten^  and  asrignad  as  a  rsason 
ibr  opposing  the  immediate  abolition,  that  the 
Dumber  ot  births  had  not  ^etrben  to  an  equality 
with  that  of  the  deaths,  (nod  .tbal»  befoie  this 
equality  was  obtained,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
put  an  end  to  the  trade,  which  would  undoubt* 
edly  h^  carried  on  by  Other  countries.  Ndlatr^ 
he  conl(  nded,  could  prevent  slaves  from  being 
smug^d  into  the  colonks^  and^  cott6equetidy»  it 
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waft  better  that  skves  should  be  imported,  under 
fKOper  r^pdatkniB*   He  ckMaed  his  speech  by 

proposing,  that  his  Majesty  should  be  addressed, 
to  request  that  he  would  recoauuend  to  the  430- 
knial  aseemblles  to  encourage*  by  prenuumsy  wk 

increase  of  births;  and  also  lliat  a  bounty  of  five 
pounds  per  head  should  be  given  to  the  master 
of  any  slave  ship,  who  should  import  in  any 
cargo  a  greater  number  of  females  than  maleS| 
not  exceeding  the  age  of  twenty-hve  years.** 

The  pkin  of  Mr.  Dundas  and  his  supporters 
was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Pitt.  Oa  those  who  ware  hostik  to  every  kind 
of  abolition  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  did 

not  bestow  many  words.  Denying  that  the  laws 
quoted  as  giving  a  sanction  to  the  slave  trade 
could  at  all  bind  the  legislature  to  the  continii» 

aiice  ot  that  trade,  or  even  that  they  could  give 
a  sanction  to  what  was  in  itself  unjust,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  important  cir- 

cumstance,  which  was,  that  the  laws  were  avow- 
edly passed  for  purposes  which  they  did  not  now 
atl^n,  and  that  they  were  perpetually  and  grossly 
violated  by  the  very  persons  in  favour  of  whom 
they  were  now  pleaded.  This  alone  was  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  att  that  had  been  asserted  as  to 
the  positive  enactments  in  favour  of  the  slave 
trade.  Then,  turning  to  combat  the  gradual 
abolitioiiists,  he  contended  that  no  evidence  what- 
ever had  been  adduced  to  disprove  his  stateuient. 
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that  the  births  were  equal  to  the  deatha»  and  that, 
therefore,  importaUon  was  mmecesaary ;  he  in^ 

csisLca  tliai,  it  proper  vigilance  were  exercmod, 
tiiere  would  be  no  possibility  of  sinuggUng  sUvqs 
into  the  islands;  he  af&nned  that,  with  mUd 
ticutment,  the  neiirocs  would  be  enabled  to  per- 
form a  larger  quantity  of  work ;  he  showed  tha); 
iniurrections  in  the  colonies  were  always  pro» 
duccd  by  ihe  newly-imported  slaves ;  and, 
finally,  in  the  most  forcible  and  pathetic  lan- 
guage, be  entreated  the  House  to  listen  at  length 

to  the  voice  of  lu.inanity,  ami,  by  ubolialjing  the 
trade,  at  once  wipe  a  foul  stain  from  the  charac- 
ter of  their  own  country,  make  some  small  atone- 
ment fur  enormous  wrong,  and  i^ive  to  the  nati\  es 
of  Africa  the  same  common  chance  of  civilization 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Fox  was  in  a  more  severe 
and  criminatory  tone.  The  absurdity  of  the 
plans  which  were  suggested  by  Mr.  Addington 
and  Mr.  Dundas  he  exposed  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner. 1  he  bounty  on  the  importation  of  females 
was,  he  said,  nothing  less,  in  other  words,  than 
offering  a  preiuiuiri  lo  a  crew  of  ruffians,  for  the 
vilest  of  purposes.  It  was  letting  loose  a  re* 
niorsdess  banditti,  against  that  weak  and  de^ 
fenceless  sex,  of  which  men  were  the  natural 
protectors.  This  banditti  were,  by  pecuniary 
rewards,  to  be  stimulated  to  kill  fathers,  hus- 
bands, brothers,  in  order  that,  when  the  carnage 
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was  cytTf  the  female  relatives  of  the  slein  might 
be  led  into  slavery.  A  happy  instance  this,  of 
what  waa  tp  be  expected  from  men  of  professedly 
moderate  principles*  The  scheme  of  Mr«  Dun- 
das,  though  not  equally  atrocious,  was  both  cruel 
and  ridiculous.  Children  were  to  be  educated 
so  as  to  qualify  them  for  being  freemen,  and 
ihey  were  then  to  be  made  slaves  for  ten  or  fifteen 
years ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  would  pro* 
bably  have  become  unfit  to  be  freoi  and  might, 

tlierelore,  be  ["eUiiiied  in  boniUi^e  for  a  few  years 
longer,  or  perhaps  for  the  whole  remaining  term 
of  their  existedce.  Never  was  there  a  scheme 
heard  of  so  moderate,  aud  yet  so  thoroughly  ab- 
surd and  visionary.  No!  it  was  not  schemes 
such  as  this  that  could  be  productive  of  benefit. 
There  was,  there  could  be,  no  medium.  The 
trade  ouist  be  at  once  abolished.  For  his  own 
part,  be  declared  that,  whether  be  were  in  Parlia^ 
ment  or  out  of  it,  whether  he  acted  with  a  larg^ 
minority  or  with  a  small  one,  this  question,  while 
he  bad  a  voice  to  speak  his  sentiments,  should 
never  remain  at  rest 

The  propositioos  of  Mr.  Jenkinson  were  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  forty-seven. 
Tiie  amendment  of  Mr.  Dundas,  that  the  abolition 
ahoiild  be  giradual,  was  then  carried  by  a  hundred 
and  ninety-three  voices  against  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  His  amendment  having  been  thus 
adopted,  the  question  was  finally  put.  Eighty- 
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five  members  voted  against  any  abolition,  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty  on  the  opposite  side. 

'  By  many  persons  this  decision  was  looked 
upon  as  a  triumph.    The  committee  for  obtain- 
ing the  aholition  were  not,  however^  to  be  de- 
luded by  that  which  appeared  to  be  an  advan« 
tage,  but  vvliich  was,  in  reality,  an  injury  to  their 
cause.    They  knew  that,  by  gaining  time,  the 
friends  of  the  trade  might  be  said  to  gain  almost 
every  thing.    The  public  attention  would  rela^ 
with  respect  to  a  question  which  was  erroneously 
supposed  to  be  already  decided  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  when  the  period  arrived,  at  which 
the  law  was  to  be  enforced,  the  traders  would  not 
fiiil  to  find  some  pretext  for  laying  claim  to  a 
itill  further  delay.    Accordingly,  the  committee 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  in  which  thej 
stated,  that  the  House,  by  voting  the  gradual 
abolition  of  the  trade,  had  manifested  their  opi- 
nion, that  the  trade  was  cruel  and  unjust ;  that 
the  remedy  proposed  for  the  cruelty  and  injustice 
thus  ascertained  was  not  an  adequate  one ;  that, 
neither  was  the  remedy  such  as  the  people  of  Eng- 
land had  asked  for  in  their  petitions;  and  that  as, 
during  the  interval  in  which  the  traffic  was  to  be 
allowed  to  exist,  fresh  outrages  must  of  necessity 
be  committed  upon  Africa,  it  became  a  duty  in 
tlie  eneuiies  of  the  trade  to  use  every  constitu- 
tional means  for  the  attainment  of  its  instant  abo^ 
lition. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  6LAVii  TKADK. 


Mr.  Dcmdas  moTed  his  resolation»,  eleven 

in  number,  on  the  tweDty-Uiird  of  April.  The 
kadtng..pcriDtB  in  tfaiem  were,  that  the  supply ihg 

of  slaves  to  foreign  colonies  should  immediately 
cease;  that  the  whole  trade  should  cea^e  in 
seven  years;  that  doring  its  continuahce  no 
males  should  be  imported  above  twenty,  and  no 
females  above  sixteen  years  of  age ;  that  punish* 
ment  ' should  be  indicted  on  those  traders  who 
committed  cruelties  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  and 
that  foreign  nations  should  be  invited  to  concur 
m  the  mieasores  which  we  had  adopted.  He 
also  held  out  ;i  hope  of  religions  instruction  be- 
ing given  to  the  slaves^  and  that  predial  might  be 
substituted  in  the  place  of  personal  service. 

This  scheme  was  waniily  opposed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  Mr.  fox,  the  latter 
of  whom  observed  that,  by  this  new  system  of 
Luuiaiiity,  the  slave  traders  were  in  fiiture  only 
to  be  allowed  to  steal  innocent  cluldren  from 
tlieir  disconsolate  parents.  After  some  debate^ 
the  House  adjourned. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  twenty-tifth, 
and  teonlinued  on  two  subsequent  days.  >Mr. 
Dundas  having  moved  that  the  tratle  sliould  be 
at  an  end  on  the  hrst  of  January,  1800,  Lord 
Morninj^ton,  now  Marquis  .Wellesley,  proposed 
to  aiueikl  the  motion,  by  inserting  the  year  1793, 
instead  of  the  year  1800 ;  and  he  stipportsd  his 
aiMadttdDrtr'bjf  «b  minmted  and  argumentative 
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speech,  in  which  he  contended  tfast  Ihe  prolong- 

,  ation  of  the  trade  was  do  less  unnecessary,  than 
it  had  been  proved  to  be  unjust*  Several  mem- 
bers joined  htm  on  this  occasion,  among  whom 
was  Mr.  Windham,  who  poured  forth  against 
the  trade  a  philippic,  which  was  equally  remark- 
able for  its  severity  and  Ibr  its  eloqaence.  One 
important  fact  was  stated  in  this  debate,  by  Sir 
James  Johnstone,  which  was,  that  he  had  in- 
troduced the  plough  into  his  own  plantation  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  had  found  that  the  land 
produced  more  sugar  than  when  cultivated  by 
slaves  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  ameDdment 
was,  however,  rejected,  by  a  hundred  and  fifty- 
eig^t  voices  against  a  hundred  and  nine. 

When  the  House  met  on  the  twenty-sevcnlb, 
Lord  Morniogton  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  ori^nal  motion^ 
that  the  trade  should  come  to  a  termination  in 
179^.  This  produced  a  debate,  in  which  there  was 
nothing  of  novelty,  except  a  dmnsy  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Lord  Carhampton,  to  throwridicule  and 
obloquy  on  those  who  were  the  friends  of  what 
he  chose  to  consider  as  a  fanatical,  un^t  and 
ii^urious  project.  The  amendment  was  nega- 
tived by  a  hundred  and  sixty-one  against  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty<-one.  But  as,  during  the  debate, 
tODOb  of  the  members  had  shown  a  disposition  to 
fix  on  a  middle  point  between  the  two  dates 
whkh  had  been  proposed,  Sir  £dwaid  Knalch>> 
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hull  brou^  forward  another  amendmeDt,  which 

was  successful ;  it  passing  in  the  affirmative,  by  a 
huodred '  and  fifty-one  votes  against  a  bundled 
and  thirty-two.  The  blank  in  the  resolutbn 
was  consequently  filled  up  with  the  first  of  Janu- 
^*  179^1  and  a  committee  was  named  to  cany 
the  resolution  itself  up  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  buaness  came  before  the  Peers  on  the 
eig^of  Mayi  anditwassoonob?ious  that  there 
was  ttttle  probabili^  of  its  progress  being  acce- 
lerated in  that  quarter.  Lord  Stormont  pro- 
posed that  evidence  should  be;heard  at  the  bar, 
end:  tkmt  an  inquiry  should  be  instituted,  as  to  the 
present  state  of  the  West  India  islandb,  the  ave^ 
rage  qtnntity  of  mffot  and  rum  whicb  they  pvo- 
duoedy  and  the  whole  of  their  trade.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  delay  which  the  exammation  .of 
-witnesses  at  the  bar  would  occasion^  Lord  Grmi- 
ville  moved  that  they  should  be  heard  by  a  com- 
mittee above  stairs.  Thb  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  tweoty-scm.  The  Dulse  of  Ck^ 
rence  took  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  trade. 
The  hearing  of  evidence  was  now  begun ;  but,  on 
the  fifth  of  June,  when  no  more,  than  seven  pep- 
sons  had  given  their  testimony,  a  motion  was 
carried,  by  which  ail  further  consideration  of  the 
anhfoct  was  postponed  till  the  ensuii^  sesstoo. 

One  circumstance  occurred  during  this  year, 
which  was  alluded  to  in  the  debates,  and  gave 
aonebope  tihat  fore^  powen  had  bqpm  to  opan 


Digitized  by  Google 


406  ABOUTION  iOf 

their  eyes  to  the  ioiquity  of  the.  trade.  B;  ma 
ordinance  of  the  twentiedi'of  Maicb,  die  Knig.of 
Denmerk  declared  that,  after  the  year  1805,  the 
trade  should  no  longer  he  tolerated  ia  my  oflm 
colonies.  -  It  does  not  appear  that  this  oodtnaaee 
excited  the  slightest  dissatisfaction  in  any  class  of 
his  subjects. 

Notwithstanding  tfae  deeiskn  of  the'Coo^ 
monsj  the  success  of  the  friends  of  the  abolition 
was  now  more  problematicali  pecbapa^  Htaa  it 
had  ever  been  before.  The  examinatioa  at  the 
bar  of  ttic  Lords  might  be  protracted  to  an  inter- 
minable length ;  and  it  also  hud  the  Coottnittae 
-under  great  disadvantages,  many  of  their  witoeases 
being  dead^  and  many  others  absent^,  jo  that  it 

was  ofite  morefneemsaiy  t»'tiaTeraa  tewMa  of 

'England  and  Scotland  for  the  purpose  of  hrii^ 
ing  together  additiooai  evidenoe*  This»  how- 
-e^y'wiis  by  w)  means  th^  JBOstimiuaiadoutt  of 
th^  existing  *eircui»6tances.  The  situation  of  the 
^uiitry  was  sm^larly  nnfavoucabie  to  those  who 
aought'to  putan  end  to  the  b^aifo.  iAi>the  eom- 
mencettient  of  17P3  all  minds  were  agitated  by 
political  disputes,  Great  liritoin  was  engaged  in 
a  war  with  the  French  fepuhtfraas,  and  ia  unfor- 
tunately happened  that  those  very  republicans,  by 
whom  she  had  been  forced  into  tha  wari-wec^  the 
pertoas  who  had,  -for  many  yean,  hen  mttai  ac- 
tively hosiiie  to  negro  slavery  and  the  traffic  in 
slaves,   in  many  of  thoH  i^  t^bhonpe^  .repiih- 
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licanism^  k  oras  a  natural  though  mi  ct  liberal 
feeling,  u>  exXead  their  hatred  to  every  thing 

which  was  in  tavour  witli  the  demagogues  of 
France* 

The  ,8e89bQ  of  1793  gave  melancholy  proof 

of  what  a  change  iiad  taken  place  in  tiie  senti- 
meiU$  of  inaoy  of  the  members  of  Parhainent. 
When  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  Mr.  Wil* 
bei  force  moved  that  the  House  should  resolve  it- 
aelf  into  a  committee  op  the  twenty-eighth,  Sir 
WiUiam  Young  proposed  to  postpone  the  buai- 
ncss  till  that  day  six  months,  and  his  amendment 
was  carried,  by  ,a  majority  of  eight.  Mr.  WiU 
lierforce  was  equally  unsi;^:cessful  in  an  attempt 
whicby  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  three  months, 
he  made^  tp  obtain  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  jto  limit 
die  importation  of  slaves.  He  was  outvoted  bj 
a  majority  of  tiiirty-five  against  twenjty-five. 

A  better  fate  seemed,  for  a  while,  to  attend 
another  of  his  effi)rts.  ,  ^Vishing  at  least  to  lessen 
an  evil  which  he  could  not  entirely  remoye,  he, 
on  the  f^Mf feenth  of  May,  brought  forwa{rd  a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  iiitroduce  ?a,  hillj  to  abolish  that 
.  part  of      slave  trade  ^y  w^iich  the  |irUish  niQj^- 
,  (BbantsspppUed  fordgn^jp,  with  slaves^  In  tbi^  Jie 
,was  joined  by  his  late  antagonist,  Sir  William 
YQium,  who  own^  that  this  branch  of  the  tratj^c 
oqght  to  1^  done  away  with ;  the  traffic.itself  h^- 
ing  defensible  only  on  the  ground  of  imperious  ne- 
Gfsiitji  mb^^  did  npt  ejfis^  in  the  pieaent  ca8fi« 
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The  oiotioiii  however,  was  carried  but  by  a  maj(V 

rity  of  seven.  The  bill  was  obstinately  opposed 
in  every  stage  oi  its  progreas^  and  though,  at  first, 
it  seemed  to  have  a  fair  chance  of  making  its  way 
through  the  Commons,  it  was  ultimately  thruwa 
out  by  a  majority  of  two. 

In  the  Lords  the  business  of  the  abolition  did 
riot  wear  a  much  more  favourable  aspect.  There 
was  only  one  circumstance  which  afforded  any  sa- 
tisilEu^tion  to  the  enemies  of  the  traffic.   It  was 
the  rejection  of  two  motions,  made  by  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  Abingdon :  the  first, 
^  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  slave  tnid^ 
till  after  the  Easter  recess;  the  second,  to  get 
rid  of  it  altogether.   There  was  nothing  remark- 
able in  the  speeches  of  the  noble  movers,  unless, 
indeed,  we  may  regard  as  such,  the  scurrilous 
language  which  both  the  speakers  disgFaoed 
themselves  by  using.  -  Not  more  than  seven  wit- 
nesses wcxt  examined  during  the  whole  of  this 
sitting  of  Parliament  ... 

At  an  early  period  of  the  year  1794  an  event 
occurred,  which  could  not  fail  of  being  regarded 
by  the  friends  of  the  abolition  as  highly  inauspi- 
ciotts  to  thdr  cause.  On  the  fourth  of  February, 
the  National  Convention  added  one  mom  to  its 
numerous  -insane  more  correcdy '  speaking, 
'wieked  acts  of  legislation,  by  decreeing  the 
'mediate  enfranchisement  of  the  slaves  in  the  co- 
hmd  of  Fiance.   Nor  was  tlib  -a  purely -bene- 
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voleiit  luid  disinterested  measnra;  in  vphidi  cue, 

absurd  and  iniscliievous  as  it  still  would  have 
betDy  the  motive  by  wbkb  it  was  prpmptod  would 
have  had  a  claim  to  respect.  The  destnlction  of 
England,  through  the  ruin  of  her  coiamerce,  was 
opealy  avowed,  by  Danton  and  other  members, 
to  be  one  of  the  benefits  which  this  decree  was 
expected  to  produce.  It  would,  they  said,  "  give 
a  great  example  to  the  slaves  in  the  British  and 
Spanish  coloiiies,"  and  it  might,  they  added,  now 
be  declared  *^  that  England  was  no  more."  This 
decree  was  passed^  like  most  of  their  decrees,  by 
acclamation ;  not  the  slightest  investigatimi  hav- 
ing been  entered  into,  not  the  slightest  degree  of 
reasoning  en^ployed,  on  so  important  a  sulgeet 
The  English  partisans'  of  the  slave  trMc  weKs, 
doubtless,  infinitely  indebted  to  these  enhghtened 
l^islators,  for  havii^  thus  fomislied  them  with 
•weapons  of  so  formidable  a  kind. 
■  'But,  tiiough  every  thing  seemed  to  conspire 
ftgaiMt  them,  the  Committee  'did'  not  rdax  in 
*  fheir  exertions;  ' '  While  they  were  aiding  the 
cause  by  every  means  in  their  power,  Mr.  Clark- 
'Wk  once  more  joameyed  in  search  -of  evklence. 
Thfe  journey,  wbieh'  occupied  five  months,  was 
the  last  e^brt  which,  for  some  years,  tliis  excel- 
'lentand  indefotigahle  man  was  capable  of  mak- 
ing,   incessant  toil,  and  incessant  anxiety,  had, 
by  this  time,  nearly  destroyed  his  constitution. 
Hto  nervous  syMm  was  so'shattered^  that  sigh^ 
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bearingjutid  meaiory,  bcf^ii  to  fiul  him ;  and  bk 
frame  was  so  weakened,  that  ettber  bo&Aj  or 

meotal  «u;Uon  r^uced  him,  with  alarming  ra- 
pidity, to  aa  exhausted  alate.  I  was,  thero- 
fae,"  BtLjB  he,  obliged,  though  very  reUio* 
tantly,  to  be  borae  out  oi  tbe  lielci,  la  whicb 
I  bad.  placed  the  great  boooor  and  gkoi;  q£  my 
Ufe." 

Unwilling  to  give  ofieoce  to  the  House  of 
Feera,  by  touchiag  upw  the  geneml  qvuBBUkm, 
which  was  sow  b^ore  it,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  the 
session  of  1794,  cooiineci  huusclf  to  the  bnoguig 
forward  the  biU  to  abolish. the  trade,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  supplying  of  foreigners  by  Britisb 
.ve&&<^  It  «(aa  vuged,  i^y  bim.^d  bis^  suppor- 
tmf^  that'th^  trade  >$a  p^w  nenrly  extinot, 
might,  therefore,  be  suppressed  without  injury  to 
.fitly  one;  thai  the  HQMse  s^QQ^  pieii^d  to  thfs 
abolition  in  goiaml,  and,,.^  course,  could  xM^t 
avoid  giving  its  assent  to  tliis  proposal;  and  that 
even  those  whD.delend^iti  th^  slave  tracie,  because 

tOMdflhlit  our  islwjp.i^ould  b^ 
Ijifiir  prQpcr  Duinber  of  .slavcs,  ought  to  vote  for 
M^m^i^QX^  ifhiph  w.#M)d  tei4        i#ectually  to 

•4PeuieranjidQqiilptte  ^pply  fiKrWselvie.,iii.x;r|]ty 

to  this,  all  the  old  aiguiuents  were  brought  for- 

'4  wa&i#dded, 

ibsa  it  jtaaSfiiidaooiDils  fiur  tbet  CoauBoni  to  ii^ 

.  terfere  iii^le 'the  Lords  were  investigating  the 

aid^jiecti  that  tbfs  i^sfsiigk  brapjch  of  .  tba  tnbde 
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mi  not  necuriy  extioety  forty  or  fifty  madi.'Cip^ 

gaged  in  it  having  lately  sailed  from  Liverpool; 
that  the  projected  alteratioa  was  an  unjust  in- 
fringsineat  upon  pritate  proporty,  and  a  dog 
upon  trade,  whicii  at  tliis  moment  ought  especi- 
ally to  be  protected ;  that  it  was,  moreover,  an 
inwdkats-  attempt,  wbkh  made  part  of  a  syateni 
of  attack  upon  our  constitution  ;  and  that  the 
discussion  ot  it  would  unsettle  the  uunds  of  the 
negroes,  and  indiioe  them  to  revolt.  To  thia-it 
"w-as  answered,  that,  it"  tlic  Lords  those  to  be  in- 
dfifenaihiy  tardy  in  their  proceedings,  that  was  no 
riaamDfof  ^fiie  Comaiona  to:  Jtaind  -stili  i  that,  as 
the  negroes  well  knew  what  passed  in  this  coun- 
try, it  was  at  once  idle  and  diagustiag  to  talk  of 
fNttferving  quiet  aidoag  tbedi,  by  keeping  thea  > 
in  ignorance ;  and  that  there  was  not  the  slight- 
est grouod'for  believiiig  that-thoh^  qow^ before 
the  Hoiiie  would  hepDUaetraerof  ahy^adnr'thaii 
beneficial  effects.  In  spite  of  these  arguments, 
thbibiU  fw  viokotly  oppoeKi  ki  all  fts*  atagaib 
iiAd  %Ma  .|iitkioiiea<  against  hy  aom  -iMRlpatv 
of  London  and  of  Liverpool.  It  was,  however, 
tmrnd  -by  the  atranuoua  effioila  of  ka  ftktid^ 
«ld  waa^ietttcop  to  Lords. 

On  tiie  second  reading,  it  was  attacked  by 
the  Duko<lf  darance  and  the  £ari  of  Ahiogdeiv 
thhkttairdf  ^m  aisaiM  ttarith  the  same  kittd 
of  eloquence  which  he  had  employed  on  a  for- 
iMT  ooo^iiiofi)  hut  etiwigliMMd  hyan  addition  «f 


ABOWnOB  OV 

opprobfioos  epithets  aod  ^minatory  Asiertioaf 
against  die  .authors  .of  the  roeaaure.    But  bis 

lordship  was  not  its  moat  toraiidabie  enemy. 
Lord  Grenville  aod  Dr.  Hoialej,  the  Bishop  of 
Bocfaester,  declined  to  give  it  thdr  sanotioD. 
The  reason  wiuch  tbey  assigned  was,  that  it 
OQfiltit  not  to  have  been  hitcoduoedi  pending  tfae 
inquiry  into  the  general  subject:  a  reason,  the 
fiouudness  of  which  is  not  obvious  to  comiaon 
undetstandings.  Lord  Stanhopa  and  Lord  Lau* 
derdaie  supported  die  bill ;  but  the  support 
which  wafl.g^ven  to  it  by  the  former  of  these  no* 
Uemaoc  19'as  not -Ukdy  to  be  serviceable  to  it,  as 
he  chose  to  profess  himself  to  be  a  jacobin,  and 
"  a  correspondent  not  of  Mr.  hut  of  Citizen 
Cottdorcet."  The  bill  nvaa  thrown  oat  by  a  large 
>  majorityi- 

Aware  that  the  exaouoatioB  of^witneeoes  at 
the:faar:i«ould  be  an  aadlasi  task,  tfae  Bishop  of 

Rochester  endeavoured  to  have  the  examination 
jceleiTed  to  a  CounDittee  above  stairs;  but  his 
proftbsition  was  86  vigomusly  resisted  by  Ihe 
Duke  of  Clarence,  Lord  Thurlow,  and  others, 
Ihat  it  was  negatived  by  forty  voices  agaiHt 
fourteen.  What  degree  of  intemt  die  Peers 
felt  in  the  question  of  the  aboUtion,  may  be 
jttdjg^  jjpom  ithe  arcumstancc  of  their  having 
heard  Ini  two  wilMsses  during  tfao  'whole  of  Ihis 
session.  After  this  period  they  dropped  even 
the  Mnblance  of  attentioo  to  the  sttlyecty  and 
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ftirbore  to  give  themselves  the  needless  tmiUe 

of  calling  witnesses  to  the  bar. 

With  the  saiDe  eloquence,  tiie  same  argu- 
mentSy  end  the  same  socoess  as  before,  Mt. 
Wilberforce,  seconded  by  Mr.  William  Siiuih, 
renewed,  on  the  d6th  of  February,  179^,  his 
motion  against  the  whole  of  the  trade.  What 
he  now  asked  for  was  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  abolition  of  the  traffic.    He  was  ably  sup* 
ported  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eaehequer,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Wiiitbread.    The  debate  was 
long,  and  g^ve  rise  to  a  splendid  display  of 
talent,  and  to  no  small  portion  of  vehemence  and 
asperity.    Nothing  new  was  said  iu  behalf  Of 
the  trade.    On  this  occasion,  however,  Mr. 
Dundas  entiiely  direw  cff  the  mask ;  and  de- 
claring that  the  abolition  ought  not,  according  to 
die  lesolutioQ  of  the'House,  to  be  carried  into 
efet  in  1796,  he  declined  to  give  any  de6nite 
OIMllion  as  to  the  period  when  it  ought  to  take 
flace.   It  musty  he  said,  be  aceompliriied  gra^ 
deally,  and  with  such  an  allowance  of  time  as 
would  not  make  it  severely  felt.    Mr.  Wilber- 
foree'is  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
seventeen. 

The  struggle  was  rmwed  in  1796,  and  at 
firat  with  better  hopes ;  but  the  billy  after  passing 
through  most  of  the  stages,  was  thrown  out  by  a 
majority  of  four.  In  the  debates  which  occurred 
there  waa  nothing  so  remarkable  as  the  haidi- 
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hood  of  the  fiieDds  of  the  traffici  wbo^  in  some 
of  the  argutnents  which  Chey  ated,  betrayed  an 
tttter  contempt  of  the  commoa  sense  of  mankind. 
They  said  that  the  traffic,  ioitead  of  d^ng  mis- 
cfai^,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  petty  African 
princesyand  kept  them  Ironi  amusing  themselves 
with  wars  and  massacres ;  that  the  merchanta  of 
Liverpool  bad  built  ships  of  a  peculiar  construe- 
tioD,  and  made  dry  docks,  wiuch  wouid  be  ren- 
dered useksa;  that  there  was  nodiing  to  be 
'  gained  by  the  bill,  the  slave  trade,  as  it  then 
existed,  being  a  mere  Dou-entity,  a  gratuitous 
risk ;  that  the  abolition  would  he  a  misfbrtune 
to  the  slaves  themselves;  and  that,  as  Magna 
Charta  forbade  right  to  be  sold,  delayed  or 
denied,  the  hill  waa  a  violation  of  the  ^eat  char- 
ter, because  it  sold,  delayed,  and  denied  the 
rights  of  the  West  India  planters.  On  such 
language  as  this^  it  would  be  a  waste  of  tUM'to 

ofier  any  comment. 

Wil;h  the  laudable  view  of  ameliorating  in 
some  degree  the-  situation  of  the  negroes,  Mr. 
Prancis,  who  iiad  already  distinguished  himself 
in  the  debatiss  on:  the  general  queation,  came 
forward  on  the  llth  of  April,  with  a'tneasuN^ 
which  he  explained  in  a  speech,  not  only  eloquent, 
hut  maqiliesting  deep  thought*  and  a  thoraug|bi 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  His  motion  was 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  amend  the  con- 
dition   neipoea,  and  other  shMreSi  in  tbe.lifitish 
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cokMiias.   His  idea  was,  to  raise  the  slave  gra* 

dually  from  his  present  degraded  state.  The 
leading  principles  of  his  plan  consisted  ia  giving 
to  the  slave  a  legal  aUotment  of  a  cottage,  and 
land  for  life,  with  time  and  implements  to  culti- 
vate his  portion  of  the  soil ;  restraining  planters 
from  holding  more  slaves  than  their  estates 
would  feed ;  prohibiting  all  persons,  unmarried 
and  under  a  certain  age,  from  being  overseers; 
taking  the  trhip  from  overseers^  and.alldwmg 
them  power  only  to  mitigate  a  sentence;  and, 
lastly,  instituting  negro  juries,  for  the  trial  of 
offmces.  He  also  proposed  to  make  several  re> 
gulations,  of  minor  importance. 

This  scheme  was  exceedingly  distastefol  to 
several  of  the  members,  who  contended  agiunst 
it,  as  unnecessary,  the  negroes  being  in  general 
more  happy  and  comfortable  than  the  poor 
people  of  this  coontry.  They  also  affected  to 
consider  it  as  a  sort  of  robbery  of  the  planters, 
and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  throw  out  hints, 
that  ^t  would  indulge  the  West  India  cdonies  to 
renounce  their  allegiance.  Foremost  among  its 
opponents  was  Mr.  Dundas,  who  spoke  of  it 
with  a  deg^  of  splenetic  illiberality,  which, 
even  from  him,  could  scarcely  fail  to  excite  asto- 
nbhment  and  disgust.  But  it  was  probahly  the 
hostility  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  was  the  main  cause  of  its  £eulure.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  being,  in  reality,  a  measore 
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which  taxed  the  colonies,  mnd  wluchi  thereto^, 
was  dangeioiis.    It  itas  accoidin^y  rejecled 

witliout  a  division. 

So  langiud  were  the  feeliogB  of  the  Houses 
with  respect  to  every  tbing  whieh  was  cooiiected 

with  the  slave  trade,  that  even  the  annual  act, 
originally  introdiioed  by  Sir  William  Dolben,  £or 
l^egokting  the  conveyanqe  of  slaves  fixMii  Afiica, 
was  sufiered  to  expire.  Though  tiie  bill  for  re- 
newing it  was  brought  forward  in  Febnuury,  it 
was  postponed  so  ofteoi  and  bad  so  litde  atten- 
tion paid  to  it,  that  it  at  lengtli  dropped,  in 
consequence  of  there  not  being  a  sufficient 
attendance  of  members  to  constitute  a  bouse. 
Fortunately  for  humanity  and  for  tlie  captive 
negroes,  the  traffickers,  who,  on  the  £rst  passing 
of  the  act,  had  loudly  and  repeatedly  predicted 
that  it  would  ruin  them,  had  been  so  benefited  by 
the  dhninution  of  deaths  which  it  occasioned,  that, 
for  the  sake  of  their  own  interest,  they  now  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  the  trade,  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  rules  which  the  law  was  intended  It 
enforce. 

In  the  session  of  1797 ^  the  friends  of  the 
trade  determined  to  pre-occupy  the  ground,  and« 
if  possible,  silence  the  abolitionists  by  some 
measure  which  should  wear  the  semblance  of  a 
reform  of  the  slave  system.  Accordingly  on 
the  sixth  of  April,  Mr.  C.  Ellis  moved  "  that  a 
humble  address  be  presented  lo  his  mqeslyt  ^ 
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lequest  that  he  would  be  g^ously  pleased 

to  give  directions  to  the  different  governors  of 
Ibe  West  India  islands  to  recommend  to  their 
mpective  councils  to  take  the  proper  steps 
for  increasing  tiie   population,  so   as  thereby 
to  diminish  the  necessity  of  importing  ne- 
groes from  Africa^  and  ultimately  to  lead  to 
the  total  aboliuoa  at  the  slave  trade;  likewise  to 
adopt  measures  for  promoting  the  moral  and  reli- 
gious  improvement  of  the  negroes  in  the  West 
Indies ;  and  for  securing  to  them  their  rights  by 
a  proper  administration  of  justice ;  and  to  assure 
them  that  this  House  will  be  ready  to  co-ope- 
ra,te  witli  them  in  accomplishing  tiiese  desirable 
ends." 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  fiarham, 

and  supported  by  Mr.  Hryan  Edwa^ds,  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  Sir  W.  Young,  and  Mr.  Dundas. 
.  .  It  was  aigued,  on  this  side,  that  the  immedi* 
ate  al>olition  would,  if  practicable,  be  utter  ruin 
to  the  planters,  hut  that  it  was  not  practicahlci  as 
ao  power  on  earth  could  prevent  a  supply  of  ne- 
groes from  being  obtained  by  smuggling ,  that, 
as  amugg^ipg  was  so  easy,  the  abolition  could 
never  be  brought  about  without  the  consent  of  ibm 
colonists ;  that  the  planters  were  a  much  injured 
and  calumniated  set  of  men,  who  were  not  at  all 
to  bkme,  nor  had  any  share  in  the  guilt  or  the 
|»'ofit  of  the  trade,  which  did  not  originate  with 
them^  but  was  wholly  British ;  that  they  were  be« 
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nevolendy  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  tbrir  power 

for  the  happiness  of  their  slaves ;  and  that  the 
plan  which  was  now  suggested  would  meet  with 
thdr  full  approbation,  and  could  not  fail  of  an- 
swering every  rational  purpose  which  the  friends 
of  the  abolition  could  possibly  hope  to  attain* 
There  was,however,onecircuni8tance  whichdnvw 
more  than  doubt  on  the  boasted  humanity  of  the 
planters.  It  appealed  that  they  considered  diem- 
selves  to  be  entitled  to  continue  the  importation  of 
slaves  till  all  the  lands  were  cultivated,  or  to 
claim  an  indemnification,  if  this  advantage  were 
denied  to  them. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  Carysfort,  Mr«  W. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Ryder.  They  maintained  that 
the  plan  was  nothing  more  than  a  deception,  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  thing  really  beneficial  from 
being  done ;  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  con- 
tinuing the  importation;  that  smuggling  might  be 
hindered ;  that  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  from 
laws  made  by  the  colonists  themselves  ;  that  to 
postpone  the  abolition  till  all  the  lands  were 
brou^t  under  cultivation,  was  to  postpone  it  for 
ever,  not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  soil  in  Ja- 
maica being  yet  cultivated ;  and  that  the  planters 
would  do  wisely,  in  lending  their  aid  to  put  an 
end  to  the  traf^c,  seeing  that  the  daily  accession 
of  new  captives,  who  must  naturally  be  fraugjht 
with  feelings  of  hatred  and  revenge,  would,  per- 
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baps,  at  kngtfa  expcae  them  to  the  most  direful 

calamities. 

The  words  which  spoke  of  ultimateij  leaci* 
ing"  to  an  abolition,  Mn  Ryder  moved  to  leave 
outy  because,  in  his  opiuioD,  tbey  seemed  to  be 
mieiided  lo  make  this  measure  serve  as  a  substi- 
tute  for  one  more  effectual.  He  was  8ec(Akled 
-by  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne ;  but  his  amendment 
was  n^tived  without  a  division.  Mr.  Ellis's 
motion  was  then  put  to  the  vote,  and  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  tiiirty-six. 

To  the  call  which  was  thus  made  upon  them 
some  attention  was  paid  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
Leeward  islands.  A  general  council  and  assem- 
hly,  from  all  tbe  islands,  was  convened  -at  St. 
Christopher's,  in  1798,  and  the  result  of  the  la- 
bours of  this  body  was,  the  passing  of  an  act  for 
ttie  preservatkm  and  pi^tection  of  slaves.  Of 
what  benefit  this  act  was  productive,  it  is  unne* 
cessary  to  enquire. 

As  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  convinced  that  no 
good  could  arise  from  Mr.  Ellis's  plan,  he  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  relinquish  his  own.  On  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  discontinue  the  trade  within  a  limited  time. 
Tired  and  disgusted  by  the  conduct  of  the  friends 
of  the  traffic,  and  still  more  so  by  the  barefaced 
manner 'in  which  the  House  had  falsified  its  own 
solemn  vote,  he  spoke»  on  this  occasion,  in  a  se- 
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verer  tone  dum  usuai;  and,  instead  of  goii^ 

again  over  the  beaten  track  of  argument,  he  en- 
deavoured to  rouse  his  hearers  to  a  sense  of  what 
they  owed  to  humanity^  and  to  their  own  cha- 
racters. 

The  advocates  of  the  trade  were  fully  on  the 
alert;  and  they  did  not  fail  to  ring  the  changes 
upon  all  their  old  assertions^  among  the  foremost 
of  which  was  the  impossihility  o[  cutting  oil  the 
supply  that  might  be  obtained  by  smuggling.  This 
time,  however,  they  went  a  step  further  than  they 
had  before  gone.    Mr*  £lli9|  assuming  as  a  fact 
diat  all  the  slaves  were  vagrants  or  crimiaaky 
thought  that  Africa  might  receive  from  the  trade 
the  same  kind  of  benefit  which  this  country  re- 
ceived from  Botany.  Bay ;  Mr.  Edwards  ftceti* 
ously  recoui  mended  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  to  em- 
ploy his  benevolence  at  home>  and  to  take  under 
his  protection  the  race  of  blacks,  whidi  might  be 
found  in  the  streets  of  London,  under  the  name  of 
chimney  sweepers ;  and  Mr.  Sewellg^ve  it  clearly 
to  be  understood,  that  no  abolition  could  possibly 
take  place  till  the  whole  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  coionial  proprietors  were  fully  cultivated,  or 
in  plain  terms^  till  after  the  lapse  of  several  cen- 
turies. 

This  langMage  was  eloquently  censured  by 
Mr*  Pitt,  Mr.'  Fox,  and  several  other  members. 

Their  eloquencci  however,  was  exerted  in  vain* 
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When  the  division  tiook  place,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  eighty 
vtMces  against  seveaty-tour. 

In  the  debate  on  Mr.  ElUs's  motion,  be  bad 
pleaded  thatthe  colonists  ardently  wished  toattach 
the  slaves  to  the  soil,  but  that  they  were  prevented 
from  attaining  their  wish,  by  a  statute  of  Geoiige 
the  Second,  which  rendered  slaves  liable  to  be 
sold  at  the  suit  of  their  master  s  creditors.  Of 
the  wisdom  and  ultimate  benefit  of  such  a  mear 
sure  as  they  were  said  to  be  desirous  of  adopting 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  This  question  was,  a 
short  time  after,  taken  up  by  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards^ 
who,  with  much  feeling,  expatiated  on  the  kaid- 
ship  to  which  a  slave  was  exposed,  in  being  sold, 
and  perhaps  sent  to  the  mines  of  Mexico,  after 
his  habits  were  formed  to  his  new  country,  and 
he  had  perhaps  become  possessed  ot  a  little  pro- 
perty, die  fruits  of  his  industry.  He  moved^ 
therefore,  to  repeal  the  statute  of  the  fifth  of 
Geoi^  the  Second,  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the 
House,  that  the  ookmiBts  would  ^adly  avaU 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  which  was  thus 
ofiered  to  them  by  the  British  parliament.  He 
obtamed  his  wish;  the  law  was  repealed  without 
a  dissenting  voice  ;  but  the  colonists  did  not 
think  proper  to  redeem  the  pledge  which,  in 
their  nana^  he  had  given  to  the  House  of  Com* 
mons. 

The  slave-canying  bill  was  re-enacted  in  this 
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session^  and  a  bill,  iutioduced  t>y  Mf«  W.  Smitipy 
fat  legulaliiig  the  beig)it  belweea  the  decks  of 

slave  ships,  was  also  passed.    By  Mr.  Smith's 
act,  the  clear  height  between  decks  was  fixed  at 
,  not  leas  tfaiui  four  feet  one  iock   These  two 

bills  were  subsequently  incoiporated  together, 

aad  a  somewhat  aUowaace  oi  spaf:e  was 
obtained  for  the  skves ;  not,  ho^itever^  without  a 

strenuous  resistance  ii  oiii  the  frieuds  of  the  traffic, 
who  presented  petitions,  ohtaiped  leave  for  coucv- 
sei  to  be  heard,  and  vehemently  protested,  that 
to  grant  to  each  negro  a  few  inches  more  of 
i^oassk,  would  be  the  same  thing  as  at>oiishii^  the 
tede  by  a  positive  law. 

The  sessions  of  1798  and  1799  were  not  al- 
lowed to  pcuis  by  without  renewed  efiortfi»  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Wilberforee,  and  of  those  distin- 
guished characters  who  agreed  with  him  in  opi- 
nioQ.  Splendid,  however,  as  w^e  many  of  the 
speeehes^  it  would  only  prov^tedipus  to  g^ve  any 
ftftalysis  of  the  debates.  Argimient  and  elo- 
quence weiife  still  on  the  one  side^  and  pr^udiee 
sni  interest  to  the  other  *;  and,  unfortunately,  the 
latter  continued  to  prevail  over  the  former.  There 
is  enly  Oo^  cimunstance  whiqh  is  wOftby  ef  no^ 
tioe,  it  is  tbUt  Mr.Windhani)  who  had  once  been 
earnest  for  an  immediate  ahohtioiii,  was  now  willing 
to  leaeve  the  business  to  be  managed  by  theootopial 
assemblies.  In  the  year  1 798,  the  motion  against 
the  trade  wab  n^tived  h^  eij^y<-seven.  voices 
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against  ei^tj-three;  in  1799  by  eighty-two 

against  seventy-four. 

In  both  these  years  an  attempt  was  ooade  to  ob- 
tain at  least  some  mitigation  of  that  enormous  evil 
which  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  entirely  to  re- 
move. In  1798,  Mr.  Henry  Thornton  moved  for 
l6m  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  prevent  the  parchasing 
of  slaves  on  the  northern  coast  of  xYfrica.  One 
great  reason  tor  the  making  of  ibis  motion  wasg 
that  the  carrying  on  of  the  trade  in  the  imm^iaie 
neighbourhood  of  Sierra  I.eone  was  found  to  frus- 
jtrate  the  benefiqial  efiects  which  it  had  been 
hoped  woald  result  from  the  foundation  of  that 
colony.  The  part  of  the  coast  which  Mr.  Thom- 
.  ton  was  desirous  to  tree  from  the  ravages  of  the 
trade  was  about  one-third  of  the  whole;  but  it 
did  not  furnish  more  than  onotenth  of  the  total 
number  of  slavea.  His  motion  was,  of  coun^ 
opposed  by  Coloiiel  Tarleton,  Colonel  Gascoyne, 
and  others.  It  was,  however,  warmly  supported 
by  Mr*  Bryan  £dwardsi  who  spoke,  on  this  oc» 
easiooi  with  much  liberality  of  feeling.  The  bill 
was  brought  in ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  pres- 
sure of  public  business,  the  question  having  sub- 
seqoentiy  been  postponed  to  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Thornton  declined  taking  any  6u^ 
ther  steps  till  the  following  year. 

In  17999  he  agun  brought  the  bill  forward. 
Though  pertinaciously  harassed  by  petitions,  and 
Other  instruments  of  delay,  it  at  length  passed 
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through  the  House  of  CommoDS.   It  was  not  so 

fgrlunate  in  the  House  of  Peers.    By  means  of 
repeated  postponements!  fresh  petitbns^  the  ba^ 
rangues  of  council,  and  the  protracted  examina- 
tion of  evidence  at  the  bar,  its  progress  was  re- 
tarded till  the  fifth  of  June,  On  which  day  a  deci- 
sive effort  was  made  against  it,  by  the  friends  of 
the  trade.  The  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Lord  Thur- 
low  were  two  of  its  most  determined  opponents* 
Dr.  Horsley,  the  hishop  of  Rochester,  was  among 
the  most  eloquent  of  its  defenders.    He  lashedj 
with  a  just  severity^  the  manifestly  feise  and  decep- 
tions testimony  which  had  been  given  by  some  of 
the  witnesses  ;he  chastised,  too,  the  counsel,  who 
had  thought  proper  to  talk  of  "  the  visionary  pro- 
jects of  fanatics and,  in  answer  to  those  who 
afTirmed  that  the  scriptures  did  not  prohibit  the 
trade^  he  contended  that  St  Paul  had  explicitly 
condemned  the  traffic,  by  coupling  man  stealers 
along  with  murderers ;  and  he  pointed  out,  as  be- 
ing especially  worthy  of  remark,  that  slave* 
traders  was  the  correct  tranghitioa  of  the  word 
which^  in  our  version  of  the  Bibie^  was  trans- 
lated man-stealers*   The  hill  was,  nevertheless^ 
thrown  out,  by  a  iiiajurily  of  sixty-eight  to  sixty- 
one.  ' 

Having,  ses^on  after  session,  been  thus  foiled, 
the  friends  of  the  abolition  deemed  it  prudent  to 
desist,  for  a  while,  from  pressing  the  subject  on 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature*  In  the  years 
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1800,  1801,  1802,  and  1803,  therefore,  they 
coofioed  themselves  to  moving  for  certain  pa- 
pers, and  making  known  their  purpose  to  eome 
forward  again  at  a  future  period.  The  Commit- 
tee, too,  continued  its  labours,  and  increased  its 
strength,  by  the  election  of  several  zealous  mem* 
bers,  among  whom  were  James  Stephen,  Zacliary 
Macaulay,  and  Henry  Brougjiam,  men  of  un- 
doubted talent,  and  of  indefatigable  exertion. 

During  this  interval  of  time,  then,  there  was 
only  a  solitary  instance  in  which  any  thing  like 
a  debate  ,  took  place  upon  this  subject  This 
was  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  1802,  when 
Mn  Canning  moved  for  an  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, praying  him  not  to  alienate  any  of  the 
uncleared  lands  in  Trinidad,  unless  upon  the 
condition  that  they  were  not  to  be  cultivated  by 
negroes  newly  imported  from  Africa**'  Mr. 
Canning  was  induced  to  take  this  step  by  a  ru-> 
mour  which  was  afloat,  of  a  plan  having  been 
formed,  for  the  sale  of  these  lands.  In  a  speech, 
of  somewhat  equivocal  language,  Mr.  Addington, 
then  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  denied 
^that  such  a  plan  was  in  contemplation  with  re- 
spect to  Trinadad,  and  he  threw  out  a  hint,  that  it 
was  intended  by  government  to  bring,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session,  the  whole  questioii  of 
the  trade  under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Canning,  therefore,  withdrew  his  motion. 

At  length,  in  the  year  1804,  the  friends  of 
the  abolition  returned  to  the  charge ;  and  they 


Digitized  by  Google 


ABOLmON  OP 


did  80  with  renovated  bop«i,  the  Irish  memben^ 
most  of  whom  were  supposed  to  be  friendly  to 

the  cause,  having  now  taken  their  seats.  On 
the  thirtieth  of  M^rcby  Mr.  Wiiberforoe  asked 
for  leave  to  renew  his  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  within  a  liiuited  period.  At  this 
9pQch,  Mr.  BarhaiDi  with  a  candour  which  wa» 
highly  honourable  to  biro,  made  known  hb  change 
of  seotiment,  and  stepped  forward  as  ooe  of  the 
supporters  of  Mr.  Wilberforce's  motion.  Leave 
for  bringing  in  the  bill  was  granted  by  a  hundred 
and  twenty-four  votes  to  forty-nine.  The  bill> 
though  vigorously  resisted^  and  frequently  divided 
upon,  was  carried  through  the  Commons  by  majo- 
rities of  equal  strength.  Throughout  the  de- 
bates, Mr.  AddingtoD  was  among  the  oppoiients 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Barham  among  its  active 
irjiends.  In  the  Lords  the  bill  was  lost;  the 
qqestion  being  postponed,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  till  the  following  year. 

Though,  in  this  session,  the  friends  of  the 
abolition  had  been  dtunittely  defeated,  there  ytu 
nothing,  in  the  circumstances  of  thmr  defeat, 
which  was  at  all  of  a  nature  to  discourage  them. 
On  the  oontraiy,  in  the  House  of  Commons  they 
had  manifestly  gained  so  much  ground  as  to  au- 
thorise a  heiie^  that  their  antagonists  in  that 
qt^juter  were  too  weak  to  oppose  <lo  them,  in  fu- 
ture, any  effectual  resistance;  and  they  had  also 
reason  to  hope  that,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  m^ht,  «t  no  distant  tunc^  obtain  an  equal 
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Mqendfti^y.  It  wa^,  thtBrebm,  with  coo&i4ei:- 
able  expectations  of  success  that,  in  the  year 

1806,  they  once  more  renewed  their  labours. 
The  ittl^t  waSf  pi  uwal,.  introduced  .hf 
Mr«  WUberforoey'  and  the  Idl  viwt  on  to  ^ 
secpnd  reading,  wiien  an  amend  merit  ^vas  moved, 
by  Gei^end  Gascoyoey^to  pof^^ooeit  tiU  that  day 
sk  naQfifths*  A  warm  debate  look  place*  The 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Ivli.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  fiarhaois  Mr.  Huddlestone,  and  other  mao^ 
bm»  The  flpeeoh  of  Mr.  Huddlestone  was  par- 
ticularly forcible  and  eloquent.  On  a  division, 
however,  the  a^ndment  was  carried  by  a  migority 
of  seven ;  the  ayes  being  seventy-seten,  and  the 
noes  seTenty. 

Al  first  sighty  this  unexpected  defeat  wore  a 
very  discouraging  aspect  to  the  friends  of  (he 
abolition.  Tiiey  soon,  nevertheless,  recovered 
their  spirits,  on  finding  that  it  had  been  occasioned 
solely  by  the  absence  of  nine  of  the  regular  sup> 
porters  of  tiie  motion,  who  had  never  been  absent 
before^  and  of  nearly  all  the  Irish  members  who 
weie  friendly  to  thdr  cause*  It  waa  resolved, 
tbereferei  to  re-produce  the  question,  in  a  new 
tmn.  In  pursuance  of  this  resohitkxv  I^ond 
Henry  Petty  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the  foreign  part  of  the 
trede*  But»  before  the  period  anrived  Ibr  him  to 
act  upon  this  notice,  the  impeachment  of  Lord 
Melville,  and  other  unportant  public  business, 
intervenedi  which  prevented  his  lordship  firom 
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hnofjug  forward  his  motioa  ia  the  coqrfe  of  the 
year  1805. 

The  time  was  now  at  hand  when  the  long 
labours  of  the  friends  of  the  abolition  wete  to  le- 
edve  tbdr  reward.  To  prepare  for  the  struggle 
of  1806,  Mr.  Clarkson,  who,  being  restored  to 
healthy  had  rejoined  the  committee  once  iSiore« 
commenoed  lus  travels  in  search  of  evidence,  to 
fill  up  the  chasm  wiiich  had  been  niade^  by 
death  or  dispefstim»  in  the  ranks  of  the  original 
witnesses.  He  su€ceeded»  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  his  wishes. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  took  place  in 
January  1806,  though  it  deprived  the  cause  of 
one  of  the  warmest  and  most  eloquent  of  its  sup- 
porters,  was  undoubtedly  beneficial  to  it  By 
the  decease  of  the  premier  the  ministry  was 
broken  up,  and  power  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
cabinet^  of  which  all  the  members  were  hostile  to 
the  traffic  in  slaves.  They  could,  therefore,  act 
with  an  unanimity  and  vigour  which  were  deaied 
10  Mn  Pitty  by  the  peculiar  'circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed.  The  preliminary  step 
against  the  trade  was  taken  on  the  dlst  of  March. 
On  thatdayi  Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  the  attoroey-ge- 
neral,  brought  in  a  bill,  which  was  intended  to 
prohibit  British  ships,  subjects,  and  capital  from 
being  employed  u&  furnishing  slaves  to  fofeigp 
powers ;  to  prevent  foreign  ships  from  being  fitted 
out  in  British  ports;  and  also  to  give  full  efiect 
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to  an  order  of  council,  issued  in  die  precediog 

year,  by  which  British  mei  chants  were  forbidden, 
except  under  certain  limitatioasy  to  import  slaves 
into  the  colonies  which  had  heen  conquered  firoob 
the  enemy,  during  the  war.    The  bill  was  drawn 
tip  with  die  greatest  possible  care,  so  as  to  guard 
against  any  possible  infraction  of  its  enactmeote. 
It  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Rose,  Ge- 
nerals -Gascojne  and  Tarleton,  and  others^  as 
being  unjust,  impolitic,  and  ruinous  to  our  oom- 
inerce  and  manulactures.    Its  opponents  divided 
sigainst  it  upon  the  third  reading,  but  they  were 
ilefeated,  their  numbm  bang  only  thirteen  against 
thirty-five. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  the  bill  encountered  a 
■still  more  stubborn  resistance.  Petitions  hanog 
been  read,  and  counsel  heard,  the  Dukes  of 
Clarence  and  SuMex,  the  Marquis  of  Siigo^  the 
Earl  of  Westmoreland,  and  Lords  Eldon  and 
She&eld,  contended  against  it,  in  several  of  its 
stages,  with  nearly  the  same  arg^ents  which 
had  been  so  often  urged,  and  so  often  refated* 
The  injury  which  would  be  done  to  our  coinmerce 
was,  however,  the  great  stalking-horse  of  its  op* 
ponents  on  this  occasion.  With  a  low-minded  iUi* 
berality  andcontemptof  truth,  which  cannot  be  too 
severely  reprobated,  Xiord  Westmordand  is  said 
to  have  affirmed,  that  "  the  idea  of  the  abolitfoa 
first  originated,  within  a  few  years  past,  among 
4ttheist8^enthosiastB|jacobins,and  suchdescripCions 
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afpenow/'  The  bill  was  supportedby  the  Duke 

of  Gloucester,  the  Earls  of  Suffolk  and  Buck- 
inghamshire, Viscount  Sidmouth,  Lords  Grenviile, 
Hollaody  Lauderdale^  Ellenborough,  and  Aack^ 
land,  and  the  Bishops  of  London  and  St.  Asaph. 
It  was  finally  carried  by  a  majority  of  thirty-five ; 
the  contenti  beiog  fifiy^three,  the  notMODtnali 

only  eighteen.  One  of  the  lieads  was  iIjus  lopped 
ofi  from  the  sanguinary  hydra  which  had  so  long 
ftttaned  on  the  blood  of  the  natifes  of  Africa. 

A  blow  of  a  more  decisive  kind  was  next 
struck,  as  the  precursor  of  the  final  destructioa 
of  the  trade ;  a  destnictioB  which,  in  consequence 

of  the  advanced  period  of  the  session,  could  not 
at  this  moment  be  achieved*  On  the  10th  of 
June^  Mr.  Vox  moved,    that  this  House,  coiw 

sidering  the  African  slave  trade  to  be  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  justice,  humanity,  and  pohcy^ 
tvill,  with  all  practicable  expedition,  take  effiednal 

measures  for  tlie  abolition  of  the  said  trade,  in 
such  a  manner,  and  at  such  a  period,  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable*"  Thb  motioD  was  seconded 
by  Sir  Ralph  Milbanke. 

The  debate  which  ensued  was  of  aa  great  a 
length,  and  of  as  nnicfa  amnatkn,  as  any  oi.the 
former  debates ;  but,  for  reasons  which  have 
abeady  been  stated,  to  give  an  analysis  of  it  would 
only  be  to  inflict  an  useless  ftligiie  upon  .the 
reader.  Nothing  new  was  said,  nothing  new 
could  be  said,  upon  a.  suigect  which  hadvoder- 
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gdne  so  many  thorough  iiiTestigatkniB  fai  the 

course  of  the  last  twenty  years.  All  the  old  arms 
of  the  fheDcb  of  the  trade  were,  however,  on  this 
oecasioo,  again  brought  forth,  and  were  wMd«d 

with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they  had  not  been 
tried  ia  a  hundred  conflicts,  and  found  to  he  as 
wordless  as  the  swoitl  and  mail  of  Satan  wens, 

when  opposed  to  the  weapon  of  MichaeL  Suf- 
fice it  to  say«  that,  at  the  close  of  a  long  discus- 
sion, Mr.  Foz*^  motion  was  triubiphantly  carried 
by  an  immense  majority,  there  being  a  hundred 
and  fourteen  voices  in  its  fiivour,  and  no  more 
than  fifteen  against  it 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  division  was  de- 
dared,  Mr.  Wilberforce  moved  for  an  address  to 
his  Majesty,  "  praying  (faathe  woald  be  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  a  negotiation  to  be  entered  into, 
by  which  foreign  powers  should  be  invited  to  co- 
operate with  his  Majesty,  in  measures  to  be 
adopted  for  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade."  This  was  carried  withoat  a  division,  as 
was  lil»wise  a  motion,  that  "  the  resolutbns  be 
communicated  to  the  lords,  and  that  their  con- 
currence should  be  deured  therein.'' 

The  resolution  was  introduced  to  the  Honse 
of  Peers,  on  th^S14th  of  June,  by  Lord  Grenville, 
in  a  masterly  speech ;  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland 
having  previously  been  foiled  in  an  uttempt  to  pot 
in  the  usual  dilatory  plea,  of  examining  witnesses 
and  heariog  counsel  at  the  bar.   The  resolutioa 


49% 


ABOLITION  OF 


was  opposed  by  ibe  £arl  of  Westau^elaud^  who 
bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  debate,  by  Lord« 
Hawkesbury,  by  Viscount  Sidmouth,  and  by  Earl 
Fitzwilliain.  It  was  supported  by  Dr.  Porteou% 
the  Bishop  of  London,  Dr.  Horsley,  the  Bishop 
of  St.  Asaph's,  Lord  Chancellor  Erskine,  Earls 
Stanhope^  Grosvenor,  and  Spencer,  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  Lord  Holland,  and  Lord  EUenborougb. 
The  last  of  these  lonlb  couitnented,  with  consider- 
able severity,  on  the  exaggerated  accounts  which 
the  friends  of  the  trade  gave  with  respect  to  their 
probable  losses,  and  he  justified  his  ceiiiiuie  by 
declaring  that,  when  pleading  formerly  before 
their  lordships,  in  his  professional  capacity,  for 
the  merchauts  of  Liverpool,  he  iiad  often  delivered 
statements^  which  he  had  received  from  them,  and 
whUi  he  afterwards  discovered  to  be  grossly 
incorrect." 

The  question  having  been  put  on  the  resolu- 
tkD,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority 
of.  forty-one  to  twenty.  The  address  to  his 
Majesty,  which  had  been  voted  by  the  Commons, 
was  th^  adopted,  withont  a  dii^sion. 

It  was  now  certain  that  the  trade  was  at 
lea^  doomed  to  its  merited  fall.  As  this  cer- 
tainty, it  was  rationally  thought,  could  scarcdy 
fail  to  stimulate  the  traders  to  avail  themselves 
to  the  utmost  of  the  short  period  of  action  which 
was  left  to  them,  and  as  they  would  consequently 
take  neiv  ships  int^  their  service,  and  perhaps 
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mort  to  wone  than  their  ordinary  moans  of 
fjrocuring  a  supply  of  slaves  in  Africa,  the  friends 
ot  tlie  abolition  deemed  it  neceb^ary  to  take  some 
pfecautiouary  meaenre,  to  prevent  such  a  tem* 
porary  extension  of  the  sentenced  traffic.  A  bill 
was  accurdingiy  passed,  wiiicli  prohibited  any 
vessel  from  clearing  out  for  the  slave  trade,  alter 
•the  first  of  August,  1^06,  unless  it  had  been, 
previously  employed,  in  the  same  nianner,  by  the 
aame  owner,  or  had  been  contracted  for,  previoua* 
ly  to  the  10th  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
trade.  This  was  the  couciudmg  measure  of  the 
session  of  1806. 

In  spite  of  tlieir  triompli  a  gloom  was  thrown 
over  the  minds  of  the  victorious  party,  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fox,  which  took  place  in  the  Oc-  , 
tober  of  this  year.   To  Ae  very  last  moment  of 
his  existence,  the  great  object  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  traffic  was  next  to  the  heart  of  this  iUus- 
trioiis  dharact«r.   Fortunately  for  the  cause  of 
humanity^  hb  surviving  friends  were  possessed  of 
the  same  persevering  spirit  of  benevolence  by 
which  he  himself  had  been  animated.   In  the 
session  of  1807,  the  business  was  taken  up  by 
Lord  GrenviUe,  who,  on  the  second  <tf  January, 
presented  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  the  trade.    It  was  printed,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  while  counsel  were 
heard  at  the  bar  against  it   The  debate  came  on 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.   The  supporters 
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of  the  bill  were  the  Dukes  oi  Gkmooter 
end  Norfolk,  the  Earls  of  Selkirk,  Hosslyn, 
Moira,  Stanhope,  Caernarvon,  Sufiblk,  and 
Laoderdalei  Lords  UoUaad,  Northeak,  and 
King,  and  the  bishops  of  London  and  Dorhanu 
On  the  other  side  were,  the  Dake  of  Clareoee, 
the  £arl8  of  Westmoreland  and  St  Vincent,  and 
Lords  Sidmouth,  Redesdale,  Eldon  and  Hawker 
bury.  The  debate  was  long  and  animated,  but 
the  iriends  of  the  bill  were  triumphant,  and  it 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  there  being  a 
hundred  votes  and  proxies  in  its  favour,  and  only 
thirty«six  against  it.  The  period  of  the  abolition 
was  fixed  on  the  first  of  May.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  proviso,  by  which  vessels  that  had  cleared 
out  of  an  £nglish  port  for  Afirica,  previously  to 
that  day,  were  allowed  to  the  first  of  January, 
1 808,  for  the  completion  ot  their  cargoes,  and  the 
landingofthem  in  the  West  Indies.  After  the  firat 
of  the  new  year  the  trade  was  no  longer  to  erist. 

Petitions,  meanwhile,  were  presented  to  tiie 
House  of  Commons,  from  Jamaica,  Trinidad, 
and  other  quarters,  and  counsel  were  heard 
against  the  bill.  An  attempt  was  made  to  ob- 
tain the  examination  ot  witnesses,  but  it  was  suc- 
cessfully resisted  by  Lord  Howick.  The  bill 
was  brought  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
tenth  of  February.  It  wito  read  a  second  tinoe 
on  the  twentietii  •  and,  on  the  iwGnty-third,  the 
commitment  of  it  was  moved  by  Lord  Howick, 
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ifl;  an  ehkquent  and  ehtbomto  speech^  ia  wluch  tm 
embodied  a  majority  of  the  arguments  that  bad 

so  often  been  urged  upOn  this  subject.  He  par* 
liculariy  poiatad  out^  that  ^  poreient  nonteat 
was  the  fittest  for  aooomplishing  the  purpoaa  in 
view,  the  dave-trade  of  France  and  Holland  be- 
ing now  nearly  annihilated)  and  Denstork  and 
America  having  abolished  theirs.  He  was  sap- 
ported,  by  Mr.  Wilberfbrce,  Mr.  Roscoe,  Sir  Sa- 
aniel  RonuUy^  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr«  fawkes^  Sir 
John  Doyle,  Lord  Mafaon,  Lord  Milton^  and 
Earl  Percy. 

The  bill  was  violently  opposed  by  General 
Gascoyne,  and  with  equal  hostility,  but  with 
more  temper  and  talent^  by  Mr.  Hibbert  The 
former  even  went  so  &r  as  to  throw  out  a  sort  of 
■lenaee,  that  the  colonists  would  resort  to  insur- 
rection, if  the  bill  became  a  law.  He  also  de- 
scanted on  the  utter  impossibility  of  preventing 
the  colonial  proprietors  from  keeping  up  their 
stock  of  slaves  by  the  means  of  smuggling.  Mr. 
Bathurst  and  Mr.  Hiley  Addiogton  expressed 
tiieraselves  in  favour  of  a  gmdual  abolitiott. 
The  commitment  of  the  bill  was  at  length  car* 
naif  by  two  hundred  ami  ei|^^-»tbree  voices 
ugaiost  sixte^. 

In  its  progress  through  the  Committee,  the 
hili  was  contoided  against  with  a  determioed  sp»- 
nk,  though  by  scanty  numbers.  On  the  sixth  of 
March,  Sir  Charles  Pole  moved  to  substitute  the 
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year  181S|  instead  of  the  year  1807*  His  pro- 
]X»itioii  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate,  in 

which  many  members  bore  a  part.  At  the  close 
of  the  contest  the  amendment  was  negatived^^by 
a  hundred  and  thirty-five  noes  agunst  seventeen 
ayes.  The  first  of  March,  1808,  in  place  of  the 
first  of  January,  was»  howeveri  inserted  in  the 
biU,  as  the  last  day  on  which  the  landing  of 
slaves  was  to  be  permitted  in  the  colonies. 

The  question,  that  the  biU  be  read  a  third 
time,  was  put  on  the  sixteenth  of  March.  Here 
again  a  warm  debate  took  place.  On  this  oc- 
casion, Mr.  Windlmm,  who  had  entirely  aposta- 
tised from  all  his  original  principles  wilh  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  traffic,  was  one  ol  tlie 
most  forward  opponents  of  the  measure.  Bat, 
though  the  friends  of  the  trade  would  not  miss 
this  only  opportunity  of  giving  vent  to  their  dis- 
satisfaction, they  were,  by  this  time,  tQO  well 
convinced  of  their  weakness  to  go  any  further; 
and,  accordingly,  the  bill  was  passed  without  a 
division. 

Near  as  the  advocates  for  the  abolition  seemed 

to  be  to  a  complete  victory,  they  were,  neverthe- 
less, extremely  agitated  by  fears,  which  were  not 
irrational.  The  ministry,  upon  the  influence  of 
which  they  mainly  relied  to  crown  their  labours, 
was,  at  this  moment,  tottering  to  its  felL  The 
King,  it  was  known,  had  resolved  to  dismiss  it, 
in  cousequence  of  its  wish  to  admit  the  cathdics 
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to  an  equal  participation  of  constitutional  rights. 
Should  that  ministry  be  displaced  before  the  bill 
passed  into  a  law,  all  that  had  hitherto  been 
done  would,  probably,  have  been  done  in  vain. 
The  most  strenuous  exertions  were,  therefore, 
made  to  forward  the  biU»  which,  having  been 
amended  in  the  Commons,  was  yet  to  be  printed, 
returned  to  the  other  House,  perhaps  again  de- 
bated there,  and  finally  presented  for  the  royal 
sanction.  By  dint,  however,  of  great  diligence,* 
the  printing  ot  the  bill  was  accomplished  by  the 
twenty-third,  on  which  day  it  was  introduced  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  was 
but  feebly  opposed.  It  was  carried,  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  with  an  additional 
amendment,  containing  the  words  "country,  ter- 
ritory or  place,  '  which  were  discovered  to  have 
\jGen  accidentally  omitted,  and  the  want  of  which 
would  have  rendered  it  of  no  utility  whatever. 
This  amendment,  of  course,  was  immediately 
adopted.  Thus,  both  Houses  had  completed 
their  share  of  this  benevolent  work*  There  was, 
however,  still  one  thing  requisite  to  quiet  the 
.alarm  of  the  fiiends  of  the  abolition.  This  was 
the  royal  assent.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  March,  the  members  of  the  administration 
received  orders  to  wait  upon  the  Sovereign,  to  de- 
liver up  the  seals  of  their  offices.  Fortunately  a 
commission  had  been  obtained,  to  give  the  royal 
assent  to  several  bills^  among  which  was  the  bill 
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for  ftbolisbing  the  slaTe-trade.  As  soon  as  the 

ceremoDy  of  executiog  the  commission  was  ovec, 
ministers  resigned  tbe  insignia  of  office^  and 
retired  into  private  life,  bearing  witii  tliein  con- 
solation of  having  at  kast  contributed  largely 
to  save  countless  and  unboni  thousands  60m 
captivity  and  oppression,  and  to  clear  the  cfaerae- 
ter  of  their  country  from  a  stain,  which  bad  too 
long  sullied  it,  of  tbe  daricesi  die, 

"  Thus,"  says  Mr.  Clarkson,  and  he  might  well 
exult  in  such  an  eventy  thus  ended  one  oi  the 
most  glorious  contests,  after  a  contiiNNDce  of 
twenty  years,  of  any  ever  carried  on  in  any  age 
or  country.  A  contest^  not  of  brutal  violence^ 
b«t  of  reason.  A  contest  between  tbose,  wbo 
felt  deeply  ibr  the  happiness  and  the  honour  of 
their  fellow  creatures,  and  those,  who,  through 
vicious  custom  and  the  impulse  of  avarice,  bad 
trampled  under  foot  the  sacred  rights  of  their  na- 
ture, and  had  even  attempted  to  efface  ali  title  to 
the  diviiie  iaMg^  from*  their  minds."  It  is,  als<s 
as  he  justly  observes,  worthy  of  remark,  and  a 
subject  of  rejoicing,  that  "  two  nations,  England, 
and  America,  tbe  mother  and  the  cfaild,  should, 
in  the  same  month  of  the  same  year,  have  abo- 
tished  this  impious  traihc." 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Mbiim  ^Sarl  Fm^^MitMMnetiit  and  exeriiom  o/* 
the  Jfriean  Institution. — >#c#  to  make  tUtoe  trading 

a  felony. — The  Spanish  jliueraan  gorvernments  de- 
clare against  the  trade. — Spanish  slate  code. — Mo- 
f  lon  respecting  the  introduction  of  British  laws  into 
Trinidad. — Enomdties  of  Hugging  and  Hodge*'^ 
Treaty  wiih  Franee^hsve  Registry  BiUf^Vm^ 
ous  diplomatic  and  rarliamejdart/  pioceedtJigs.-^ 
Conclwim. 

Bt  tbofe  wbo  htA  been  00  pmefcringly  ac- 
tive in  the  suppressioQ  of  the  sluve  trade,  it  was 
hoped  tiiaty  wh^  the  «se  of  proper  iiieaiM»  the 
moral  condttios  of  the  negroes  wookl,^  in  the 
course  of  years,  be  so  much  improved,  that  the 
hiettiog  of  liberty  mif^t  at  kngth  be  extended 
to  thent,  not  only  with  safety,  but  even  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  colonial  proprietors.  They  were, 
however,  aware,  that  the  bringiDg  about  of  this 
desirable  object  must,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
be  a  worlL  of  time ;  and  that,  for  many  and  ob- 
vioas  reasons^  it  would  be  exceedingly  imprudent 
to  act  with  predpitatbn  in  an  affiur  of  such  ex- 
treme delicacy.  Fears  and  prejudices  bad  been 
excited  in  the  mfaidfl  of  the  pktntefs,  which, 
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groundless  as  they  were,  it  was  of  importance  to- 

remove,  and  the  removal  of  them  was  certainly 
a  task  which  it  would  not  be  possible  to  accom- 
plish within  a  short  period.  Nor  wonid  it  be 
wise,  nor  even  truly  benevolent,  to  hU  ikeoif  at  once 
from  the  blacks  the  shackles  which  they  now  wore, 
and  leave  them  to  their  own  gaidance,  vri^  on* 
eoiightened  minds,  with  debasing  habits,  and, 
too  probably,  with  rankling  and  inveterate  feel- 
ings of  hatred  and  revenge.  A  vast  majority, 
therefore,  of  the  h  lends  of  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  were  desirous  to  leave  the  question  of 
abolishing  negro  slavery  untouciied,  till  the  silent 
'  but  steady  operation  of  moral  causes  should  have 
raised  the  negnies  in  the  scale  of  human  exist- 
ence, and  by  so  doing,  have  rendered  them  wor- 
thy of  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  They,  conse- 
quently, deprecated  all  discussion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  being,  in  reality,  only  calculated  to  re- 
tard the  event  which  it  was  intended  to  promote. 

There  were,  however,  some  who  were  more  san- 
guine in  their  expectations  of  what  might  immedi- 
ately be  done,  and  more  eager  to  see  it  speedily  per- 
formed. Among  these  was  Earl  Percy,  who, 
while  the  bill  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade 
was  yet  pending  in  the  Lords,  brought  forward,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  gradual  aboliiiun  of  negro  slavery. 
Though  he  contended  that,  as  the  trade  had  been 
declared  to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  jns- 
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tioe,  humamty  and  sound  policy,  it  followiod  as  a 

necessary  consequepce,  that  slavery  itself  ought 
to  be  put  an  end  to,  he>  nevertheless,  did  not  call 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  but  proposed 
that,  after  a  certain  date,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
l^ialature,  the  children  bom  of  slaves  should  be 
fine,  by  which  means  the  system  of  slavery  would, 
at  lengtli,  be  abolished. 

'  This  motion  was  opposed  by  several  members^ 
among  whom  were  Lord  Henry  Petty  and  Mr. 
Wilberforce.  The  danger  of  hurrying  on  the 
measure,  and  the  impolicy  of  debating  it  all  at 
the  present  critical  moment,  were  the  chief 
grounds  of  opposition.  On  the  side  of  Earl 
Percy  was  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  maintained  that 
something  ought  promptly  to  be  done ;  that 
slavery  would  never  wear  itself  out,  but  would 
become  more  rigid,  unless  the  legislature  became 
more  vigilant ;  and  that  the  plan  of  giving  firee- 
dom  to  the  children  of  slaves  was  the  safest 
which  could  possibly  be  imagined*  An  abrupt 
tennanationwfis  put  to  the  debate,  by  Sir  Charles 
Pole  moving  tiiat  the  House  should  be  counted. 
It  being  found  that  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  present,  the  House  ad* 
journed,  and  the  question,  of  course,  dropped; 
nor  was  it  again  resumed* 

Though  the  great  object  of  those  benevolent 
characters,  who  had  so  long  exerted  themselves 
for  the  pwpoae  of  destroying  the  British  slave 
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trade  WM  now  attained,  thay  did  not  coosidar 

themselves  as  being  yet  at  iiberly  to  bring  their 
iabaurs  to  a  cUm.  They  tbougjat,  in  the  hrsi 
place,  that  the  nuaarie*  which  the  trade  had  od* 
tailed  upon  Africa,  iaiposed  it  on  them  as  a 
daty  to  taka  aU  such  steps  as  lay  in  their  power 
for  making  some  reparatioa  to  that  injured  and 
benighted  quai  tei  of  the  globe.  It  was  likewise 
highly  necessary  for  them  to  watch  over  the  eit- 
ecatiOB  of  the  laws  which  had  reoeody  baen 
passed;  m  England  and  in  other  countries ;  to  sug- 
gest the  iueans  which  might  render  them  oaore  e^ 
ftctoal ;  andy  as  far  as  their  exertions  could  avail» 
to  lurvvuid  the  abolition  of  the  trade  by  those 
foreign  states  by  which  it  was  still  pursued. 

It  was  with  this  view  ai  the  subject  tbat»  on 
the  fourteenth  of  April,  1807,  the  society  called 
the  African  institution  was  established.  At  the 
outset  it  declaced  its  fixed  resolution,  neither  to 
undertake  religious  iuissions,  nor  to  engage  in 
Gommeraial  speculations*  Its  avowed  purposes 
w^re  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  slave  ti^rs, 
and  to  labour  for  a  complete  abolition  of  the  traffic 
iftSlaves;  to  promote  the  instruction  of  the  Africans 
in  letters  andinuseful  knowledge^endaavourtoeo- 
ligluen  their  minds  with  respect  to  their  true  in- 
teriBsts^  spread  information  among,  then  as  to  the 
made  of  establishing  a  benedeial  (Sonmerde,  in- 
troduce to  them  the  improvements,  useful  arts 
and  medical  discoveries  of  £aiop^and  stimoUUe 
them  to  cultivate  the  soil,  by  exdtmg  and  direct- 
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ing  their  iadustry,  and  by  ffMiihrng  tbem,  when 
needful^  with  seeds  and  plants,  and  implements 
of  hnabaodry.  it  was  alio  the  ioteiitifm  of  the 
Society  to  collect  and  difibse,  throughout  this 
country,  accurate  inionnatiou  respecting  the  oar- 
Imal  puDdaclMMB  of  Africa^  and,  in  general,  re> 
specting  the  acrricultural  and  commercial  capaci- 
ties of  the  African  continent)  and  the  intellectual, 
moral,  and  politwal  comfitioD  of  ita  inhabitanla ; 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  principal  languages 
of  A^ca,  and,  as  has  akeady  been  found  practi- 
cable, to  tdbce  thm  to  writiDg,  with  a  fiew  In 

fecilitate  the  diffusion  of  inforniation  among  the 
natives  of  that  country ;  and,  tinally,  to  employ 
snitable  agents,  and  lo  eetaUish  correspondences 
as  shall  appear  advisable,  and  to  encourage  and 
reward  individual  enterprise  and  exertion  in  pro- 
iwiting  any    the*  purposes  of  die  Institution.'' 

The  society  immediately  begaa  to  act  with 
vigour  upon  tlie  system  wbici^  it  bad  formed.  It 
opened  a  csorrespondenee  wMi  persons  who  co«M 
aid  its  designs,  it  established  a  school  for  the  na- 
tives at  Sierra  Leone,  and  eng^iged  teachers  to 
teach  the  Arabic  and  Sosoo  languages  fo  Eurai- 
peans  resident  in  that  colony,  it  sent  out  a  plentiful 
mpfdgr  of  Ibe  seed  of  cotton  and  of  other  plants, 
it  ofllere^  prerobiDS  for  the  importation  of  rmi&» 
airticles  of  commerce,  and  it  obtained  a  dimi- 
mitioa  of  som  of  the  heavy  duties  which  had 
hitherto  operated  akiott  as;  a^poolabitiaift  npoa  the 
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laie  of  African  produce.  Thew  steps  wcre  si]cces*\ 

sively  followed  by  maay  others  of  a  similar  kiml. 
The  government  performed  its  pan  with  equal 
alacrity.    It  established  a  court  of  vice  admiralty 
at  Sierra  Leone,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  more 
complete  effect  to  the  act  for  ahoiiahiDg^the  shm 
trade,  it  dispatched  two  ships  of  war  to  the  coasl^ 
to  prevent  tbe  infraction  of  the  law,  and  ordered 
the  commanders  to  expkin  the  beneficiai  efiects  of 
the  measure  to  the  African  chiefs,  and  it  appointed 
a  commission,  consisting  of  three  gentlemen,  to  in- 
vestigate minutely  the  state    tbe  cifiereat  British 
settlements  in  that  quarter,  and  to  indieate  in  what 
manner  they  might  be  rendered  conducive  to  the 
gfeat  object  of  civilizing  the  AfHcaoGODtioent.  Ao 
early  result  of  all  this  was,  that  the  trade  with 
Africa  expeneiiced  a  considerable  increase,  though 
the  circumstances  of  the  period  were  extremeij 
unfavourable,  the  slave  traffic  ,  having  almost  de^ 
populated  the  neighbourhood  of  Sierra  Leone, 
and  many  other  of  tbe  maritime  districtB. 

The  wisdom  of  the  resolve  which  the  Insti- 
tution had  entered  into,  to  watch  tbe  proceedings 
of  the  traffickers  in  human  flesh,  was  speedily 
made  obvious.  The  love  of  lucre  is  too  power- 
ful a  feeling  to  be  conquered  by  any  common 
means,  and  this  abominable  traffic  was  wdl  cal-* 
culated  to  excite  and  to  feed  it.  So  enormous 
was  the  proht  of  these  base  adventiMrers,  that  thQ 
speculation  waf  gpdnfol,  if  only  one  eaigo  out  of 
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three  reached  iu  destined  port.  Accordingly, 
the  traffic  revived,  and  even  swelled  to  more 

than  its  ioriner  magnitude.  Between  70  and 
80|000  negroes  were  torn  from  their  native  land 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1810.  The  trade  was 
chiefly  earned  on  by  the  Portuguese,  and  by 
Americans,  under  Swedish  and  Spanish  colours ; 
for  Spain  having  now  thrown  off  the  yoke  of 
France,  her  flag  was  once  more  displayed  on  the 
seas,  and  it  is  a  melancholy  consideration  that, 
having  become  the  ensign  of  liberty,  it  should 
have  been  degraded,  by  being  applied  to  such  an 
unhallowed  purpose,  as  the  carrying  on  of  a  com- 
merce in  slaves.  But  it  was  a  still  more  melan- 
choly consideration  that,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
and  of  humanity,  British  subjects  should  be 
found  to  have  engaged  in  the  trade  to  a  consider- 
able extent ;  many,  vessels  under  foreign  colours, 
thou^  belonging  to  Englishmen,  having  sailed 
from  the  Thames,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  American  settlements.  This,  how- 
ever, was  the  case,  and  the  grossest  perjury  was 
unhesitatingly  committed  to  elude  detection. 

To  put  a  stop  to  this  growing  evil,  the  go* 
vemment  increased  its  naval  force  on  the  African 
station,  and  gave  orders  to  the  naval  commanders 
to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance.  In  consequence  of 
these  orders,  numerous  vessels  were  seized  and 
condemned.   At  home,  the  directors  of  the  Iiv- 
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stitution  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  ti^e  ports, 
carefully  coUected  and  commuokated  inf<M|> 
mation,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  detect  and 
to  visit  with  punishmeat  some  flagrant  violations 
of  the  law.  For  the  purpose  of  enlightening  fo- 
reign nations  on  the  subject,  they  also  promoted 
the  publicatiouy  in  the  Dutch^  1  renchy  bpaoish 
and  Portuguese  languages,  of  those  works  and 
tracts  which  were  most  likely  to  produce  a  con* 
viction  of  the  vileness  and  impolicy  of  the  slave 
trade.  That  this  was  not  a  needkas  labour  is 
abundantly  proved  by  one  extraordinary  fact. 
Such  was  the  brute  ignorance  of  the  Brazilian  co- 
lonists, that  they  had  never  beard  of  tbequestioii 
of  the  abolition,  till,  in  the  year  1810,  they  acci- 
dentally obtained  some  knowledge  of  it  from  an 
English  newspap^* 

Portugal  was  at  this  niomeiil  aluiost  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  exertions  of  Great  Britain 
for  her  political  existence.   It  miglbt,  tbetefove, 

be  suppuseil,  tliat  her  ruler  would  be  willing  to 
leave  nothing  undone,  which  he  could  honourably 
do,  to  gratify  bis  powerful  ally  and  protector; 
and  that,  consequently,  a  death  blow  \\  ou\d  be 
given  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  slave  trade  by 
Portuguese  subjects.  Those  who  bad  hoped 
that  this  would  be  the  case,  were,  however,  dis- 
appointed, la  the  treaty  of  albaoce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  wbidi  was  ratified 
on  the  nineteenth  of  February,  1810,  an  article 
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relative  to  the  slave  traffic  was,  indeed,  inserted ; 
hat,  thouf^  it  bore  the  leinblaDce  of  ^aess^ 
it  was  any  tiling  rathe i-  than  satisfactory.  It 
ieeaifi  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  the  Portuguese 
negociatorti  aod,  of  course,  it  was  worded  with  a 
studied  Jesuitical  ambiguity,  which  ultimately 
rendered  it  of  no  effect.  AiDong  other  nuisances^ 
which  were  tolerated  by  thia  article,  was  the  car* 
ryingr  on  of  the  trade  from  all  the  Portuguese  sct- 
tlementSy  aoKXig  which  ieUleoientft  was  the  island 
of  Bidtes  >it  the  moudi  of  the  Rio  Grande^  io 
ten  degrees  north  latitude.  Had  the  cession  of 
Bissao  been  ohtaioed,  or,  at  ieaat,  had  a  stipu<- 
btbn  beeo  made  for  interdictiiig  the  traffic  there, 
tw  o  thousand  three  hundred  miles  of  coast  would 
have  been  liberated  from  the  ravages  of  the  slave* 
dealen.  As  it  was^  the  traders  avaiied  them* 
selves  of  this  oversight  to  the  full  extent.  They 
not  only  persisted  in  their  nefarious  dealiogs  at 
the  privileged  spot,  but  they  enlarged  them,  by 
means  of  a  kind  of  coasting  trade,  carried  on  in 
canoes^  from  a  considerable  distance  to  the  north 
and  sooth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  country  on 
the  banks  of  tlie  river  was  entirely  desolated  by 
their  barbarous  activity. 

In  England,  happily,  the  time  was  past  when 
the  paitisans  of  the  trade  could  venture  un- 
abashed to  stand  forth  in  its  defence.  The  vio- 
lation of  the  abolitkm  law  by  British  subjects 
excited  great  indignation,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
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adopt  stronger  measures  thaD  mere  pecuniary  in- 
ffictkm  to  ciuore  obedience  to  the  laws.  Before 

tlie  facts  came  to  liizlit,  however,  it  was  too  late 
in  tiie  session  lor  tiie  pariiauient  to  originate  any 
i^^lative  proceediDg ;  bot  the  House  of  Lords 

pointedly  expressed  its  sentiments  by  an  address, 
on  the  motion  ot  Lord  HoUand^  as  did  likewise 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, moved  by  Mr.  Brougham,  both  of  which 
were  unanimously  adopted.  This  was  followed 
up,  in  the  session  of  1811,  by  an  act,  which 
made  the  trading  in  slaves  a  tclony,  punishable 
by  transportation  for  fourteen  years,  or  by  con- 
finement to  hard  labour  for  a  term  of  not  kss 
than  three  nor  more  than  five  years.  Such  was 
the  change  which  had  taken  place  within  a  short 
period,  that  this  act  passed  through  both  Houses 
without  any  opposition.  Its  author  was  Mr. 
Brougham. 

A  severe  check  was  about  this  time  given  to 

the  foreign  slave  trade  by  two  decisions,  the  one 
pronounced  by  the  Privy  Council,  the  other  by 
the  Court  of  Admiralty.  The  firet  of  Ihese  Ud 
it  down  as  a  rule,  that  an  American  could  not 
have  a  legal  property  in  a  slave  vessel,  his  govern-* 
ment  having  prohibited  the  traffic,  and  diat, 
therefore,  all  such  vessels,  professing  to  belong 
'  te  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  liable  to  ba 
captured.  The  natural  conseqaeooe  of  this  was, 
that,  as  soon  as  tht  decision  became  known,  the 
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American  flag  ceasad  to  be  employedln  affording 

a  cover  to  the  trade.  The  Americans  then  re- 
sorted to  iictitious  Spanish  or  Portuguese  papers, 
but  here  the  second  deciston,  which  was  delivered 
by  Sir  William  Stott,  greatly  cramped  their  ope- 
rations hy  rendering  the  use  of  this  last  subter- 
Aige  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty  and  danger. 

In  Spanish  America  the  trade  was  gradually 
oarrowed  by  the  wise  and  benevolent  conduct  of 
diose  provinces  which  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the 
mother  country.  Pne  of  the  first  measures  of 
the  junta  of  the  Caraccas  was  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves.  This  liberal  example  was 
next  followed  by  the  Congress  of  Chili,  and  sub- 
sequently by  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres» 
the  latter  of  which  even  went  so  far  as  to  decree 
that  all  children,  bora  to  slaves,  after  the  thirty- 
first  of  January,  1813,  should  be  born  free. 

Spain  herself  seemed,  for  a  moment,  to  be  on 
the  point  of  displaying  that  enlightened  humanity 
which  was  worthy  of  her  rank  and  of  her  cause. 
Among  other  praise-worthy  acts,  the  Cortes,  in 
1811,  performed  that  of  abolishing  the  slave- 
trade  ;  but»  unfortunately,  in  this  instance,  as  in 
many  others,  the  power  of  the  Cortes  was  not 
commensurate  with  their  will.  The  decree  which 
they  passed  was  never  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
.disregard  of  it  which  was  manifested  by  the  ro- 
j^ncy,  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the 

VOL  IV.  G  G 


490 


ABOLmON  OF 


base  and  iDtflrested  mnotutraDoes  of  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Ilavannah. 

Whatever  may  be  the  guilt  which  Spain  in- 
earsbyher  peneverance  in  a  barbarous  tnilfie,  it 
must  be  owned  that  her  code  of  slave  laws,  which 
was  promulgated  in  17Sd»  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned with  the  highest  praise.   Its  miMiiess  and 
equity  are  honourable  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Cramers  of  it»  and  of  the  sovereign  Dy  whom  it 
was  sanctioned.  '  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  not  faithfully  executed.    By  this 
code,  every  owner  of  slaves  must  instruct  them 
in  the  Christian  religion,  procure  them  to  be 
baptized  within  a  year,  and  maintain  a  priest  to 
say  mass,  and  expound  to  them  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity ;  he  must  provide  them  with  such 
food  and  clothing  as  to  the  magistrates  may  seem 
to  be  sufficient,  and  lil^ewise  vrith  commodious  ha- 
bitations ;  he  must  encourage  marriages,  and  not 
prevent  the  slaves  of  different  estates  from  inter-  , 
marrying,  and,  in  cases  where  the  estates  are 
distant  from  each  other,  he  nmst  dispose  of  the 
wife  to  the  master  of  the  husband  at  a  fair  valu- 
ation ;  he  must  not  overtoil  them,  nor  compel 
those  to  labour  who  are  more^than  sixty  or  less 
than  seventeen  years  of  age,  nor  employ  females 
in  work  which  is  unsuitable  to  the  sex ;  he  must 
allow  them  reasonable  innocent  diversions;  he 
must  not  turn  old  slaves  or  children  adrift  to 
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ftirre ;  in  the  higher  daas  of  amm  he  miul 

leave  the  punishmtiit  to  tlie  law,  and  in  the 
lower  class  he  must  not  punish  any  aiave  with 
more  than  lweDty>-five  lashes,  and  thofliB  must  foe 
given  only  by  himself  or  his  steward,  and  in  such 
a  manner  as  net  to  cause  any  contuskm  or  eflu* 
8H)n  of  hlood.  Obedience  to  these  injunctions  is 
secured  by  lines  and  punishments  of  various 
kinds :  the  judge  may  even  deprive  of  all  his 
staves  an  inhuman  master.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  negroes  have  the  right  to  redeem  themselves 
at  an  equitable  price ;  freedom  is  given  to  every 
female  with  whom  her  master  has  cohabited ; 
and  if  the  father  have,  by  any  act,  acknowledged 
the  illegitimate  offspring,  they  may,  in  fiulure  of 
lawful  children,  inherit  his  property,  and  they 
may  succeed,  without  any  such  act,  to  the  pro-> 
perty  of  their  mother. 

By  the  capitulation  which  surrendered  Tri- 
nidad into  our  bands,  the  Spanish  laws,  of  which 
this  code  forms  a  part,  were  guaranteed  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  slave  code  had,  however, 
fallen  entirely  into  disuse  since  the  possession 
of  the  colony  by  the  British.  As  one  step 
towards  amelioratinn;  the  condition  of  the  ne- 
groes, it  was  now  brought  into  action  again,  much 
to  the  gratification  of  the  slaves,  and  as  much 
to  the  distrust  of  their  masters. 

To  get  rid  of  this  code,  which  was  a  nuisance 
inr  liieir  eyes,  the  Trinidad  slave  proprietors  hit 
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upoD  a  ray  ingenious  expedient  They  became 

exceedingly  enamoured  of  die  British  laws,  and 
consequently  eager  to  be  admitted  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  them.  As  British  subjects  they  were,  it 
seems,  desirous  to  possess  the  same  privileges  as 
were  possessed  by  the  inhabitants  of  other  Bri- 
tish Golcmies.  Their  scheme  was  .  a  good  one, 
for  there  was,  at  first  sight,  something  in  it  which 
was  of  a  nature  to  win  the  favourable  regard  of 
the  mother  country.  Jt  seemed  to  be  a  merit  in 
Englishmen,  to  wish  to  live  under  the  statutes  of 
a  firee  government^  rather  than  under  those  of  a 
despotic  monarch. 

The  farce  was  commenced  by  a  letter  from 
Governor  Hislop  to  the  white  inhabitants,  to  en- 
quire whether  they  would  not  prefer  to  live 
under  the  English  instead  of  the  Spanish  laws. 
The  answer  was,  of  course,  promptly  given  in  the 
affirmative,  and  a  petition  to  the  British  legtsla^ 
ture  was,  in  consequence,  signed  by  about  five 
hundred  persons.  In  this  stage  of  the  business, 
the  alarm  was  taken  by  the  people  of  colour,  a 
nuinerous  body,  who  were  aware  that  the  pro- 
jected change  would  deprive  them  of  their  r^hts, 
and  expose  them,  defenceless,  to  all  the  caprices 
of  tyranny.  They,  therefore,  humbly  requested 
to  be  allowed  to  petition,  and  state  their  case,  to 
the  government  at  home.  Not  only  was  this  re- 
quest refused,  but,  to  punish  them  tor  their  teme- 
rity, fifty  of  them  were  arrestedi  some  of  whom 
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ime  stripped  of  their  property,  and  baaiabed 
from  the  island.  All  opposition  was  silenced  by 
ao  decinve  a  measure*  That  their  Sears  of  a 
change  were,  however,  not  groundless  may  rea- 
sonably be  concluded^  from  a  circumstance  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  year,  occurred  in  the  island 
of  Barfoadoes.  The  free  people  of  colour  in  that 
colony  petitioned  to  be  rendered  capable  of  ap- 
pearing in  the  courts  as  legal  witnessess ;  and,  as 
a  reason  for  grantii^  dieir  prayer,  they  stated  that 
the  whites  often  forcibly  entered  their  dwellmgs, 
and  Tiolated  thdr  wives,  with  impunity,  there  be- 
ing none  of  tfte  inmates  whom  a  court  of  jostioe 
would  admit  as  evidence  of  tlie  fact.  The  House 
of  Assembly  rented  this  petition!  The  co- 
loured popiilation  of  Trinidad  might  well  dread 
the  introduction  of  a  system  which  gave  birth 
and  protection  to  such  enormous  crimes. 

'  The  question  was  introduced  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  19th  of  June,  ISU,  by  Mr. 
Marryaty  who  moved,  that  it  appears  to  this 
House  to  be  expedient,  for  the  better  security  oi 
the  liberty  and  property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  that  the  administradi 
of  justice,  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain  be  abo- 
lished, and  that  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  be 
introduced  in  lieu  thereof."  The  ground  wfaichhe 
kid  for  his  motion  was,  the  crross  abuses  and 
inconsistencies  which  at  present  prevaiied,  from 
attemptiog  to  Uend  the  two  systems,  the  utter 
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impoMibili^  of  cftrrying  tbem  qd  tog^berwitb 
any  beneficial  ettsct,  aod  the  manifest  impropriety 

of  retaiuitig  all  the  oppressive  reguiatiood  of  the 
Spanifih  law. 

The  motioQ  was  streniioady  oppoeed  by  Mr. 
Biouglmm,  Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Cunning,  and  Mr. 
*  i  '  Wilberforoe.  The  manner  in  which  the  petition 
had  been  got  up,  and  the  motami  of  the  peti- 
tioners^ were  clobeiy  scrutinized,  aod  severely  cen- 
sured. The  pretended  love  wUcb  the  white 
colonists  cbertsbed  for  the  British  constitution  was 
ridiculed  with  bitter  scoroi  as  a  pretencey  a  mock- 
ery, ah  insult;  What  part  of  thiB  constitntioa 
was  h  that  had  won  their  affection  ?  They  were 
willing  to  relinquish  their  claim  to  a  House  of 
Assembly,  and  to  be  under  the  authority  of  a 

council,  consisting  of  members  appointed  and  re- 
movable by  the  crown ;  they  w^e  careiui  to  pro- 
vidn  that,  as  &r  as  property  waa  eonoemed,  the 
Spanish  laws  should  still  be  followed,  and  thus 
they  showed  that  they  were  not  so  idolatrously 
lood  of  the  British  constitntion  as  (o  purchase  its 
charms  at  the  dread  ml  expense  of  being  com- 
pelled to  the  payment  of  their  debts*  from  th^ 
own  shewing,  it  clearly  appeared  what  was  the 
real  object  of  their  wishes.  They  wislied  to  pre- 
vent the  legislature  at  home  from  exercising  any 
control  oiver  them ;  they  wished  to  be  at  liberty 
to  indulge  in  all  the  abuses  by  which  the  other 
islands  were  ihsigracad.   Calling  to  the  iscoU 
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lecticm  of  hi§  beiim  the  meritB  of  the  Spaoiah 
•lave'  eode,  Mr.  Brougham  indigiMuitly  attol, 

whether  we  were  to  depart  from  this  model  of 
perfectioo»  and  in  ita  piace.  adopt  that  und^ 
which  Mr.  Huggins  seoorged  to  death  a  mise- 
rable being,  and  was  acquitted  on  evidencet 
wliicb  oouki  Dot  have  proved  satisfactory  loeoy 
btit  the  twelve  slave  drivers  by  whom  be  was 
tried  and  acquitted  ?  Wiien  we  talked  ot  English 
law,  we  telked  of  H  by  refaMice  to  English  judgw^ 
to  English  juries,  and  to  English  principles  and 
feelings.  It  was  a  mockery  to  talk  of  transplant- 
N  tug  the  EngHah  law  to  the  West  lodiesi  whea 
only  the  name  was  carried  thither,  and  all  the 
true  English  feeling  was  left  behind.  Then  the 
law  oi  England  served  only  as  die  engine  of  daod 
and  oppression,  rendered  doubly  disgraceful, 
because  carried  on  under  the  pretence  of  law  and 
justice.  This  was,  onder  pretence  of  justice  to 
the  whites,  to  load  the  other  miserable  wretches 
with  unbounded  oppression."' 

These  arguments  prevailed,  and,  on  tbe 
question  being  put,  the  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  case  to  which  Mr.  firou^iam  referced 

was  indeed  a  flagrant  proof  of  the  blessed  eti'ecta 
of  a  trial  by  jury  in  the  West  Indies.  Hugg^ls 
was  a  planter,  of  the  island  of  Nevis,  infamous 
for  his  cruelties,  and  who  was  strongly  suspected 
of  having  murdered  more  than  one  of  his  ne^oes.  ^ 
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In  daring  breach  of  the  law,  called  the 
ratkm  Act,  which  was  passed  in  1798»  and  which 

prohibited  night  labour,  this  iiuggios  employed 
hia  tkm  in  carrying  out  dung  at  nig^  into  the 
fields.  This  illegal  eiaetioQ  was  said  to  have 
produced  boine  desertioASj  and  some  appearance 
of  insnbordinaticn  among  the  aggrieved  nepo€8» 
hot  not  one  of  them  was  guilty  of  any  act  of 
insurrection^  oi  raising  his  hand  against  a  white 
neni  or  even  of  uttering  a  conlnmacioas  ex- 
presrion.  Huggins,  however,  resolved  to  take  a 
severe  vengeance  for  their  ofifence.  He  caused 
two  and  thirty  of  them  to  be  taken  into  the  pubUc 
market  -  place,  and  heavily  flo^^  with  cart 
whips  by  two  drivers,  whii^  he  himself  stood  by 
to  enjoy  their  agonies.  Several  of  his  victims 
were  women.  Some  of  the  men  received  as 
many  as  three  hundred  and  sixty-hve  lashes ;  on 
one  of  the  women  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  ^ 
lashes  were  inflicted.  One  of  the  femi^  suflferers 
exclaimed  that  she  was  pregnant ;  but  her  punish- 
ment was,  nevertheless^  proceeded  with.  Though 
several  magistrates,  two  of  whom  were  of  the 
clerical  order,  were  within  iiearing,  not  one  of 
Aem  interfiled  to  prevent  this  brutal  outrage* 
The  consequence  of  Huggins's  brutality  was, 
that  many  of  the  lacerated  slaves  sutiered  greatly 
from  fevers,  and  that  a  female  wasted  away  for 
some  months,  and  then  expired. 

Shocked  at  ihi^  public  insMlt  to  all  the  bor 
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mniMc  iBdiogi  of  hamaD  nattne,  Urn  membm 

of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nevis  passed  reso- 
kitioDS  expressive  of  their  abhoirence  and  detes- 
tatioD  of  its  mCbor,  and  they  pledged  tbemselim 
to  promote  the  strictest  investigation  into  thai 
which  the^  justly  stigmatised  as  a  cruel  pro* 
oeediag,  so  disgiracefol  to  humanity^  bo  injynoua 
to  the  fair  character  of  the  inhabitants,  and  so 
destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  West  India 
colonies."  The  presidenl;  and  the  oouncii  con« 
curred  in  these  resolutions. 

As  there  was  a  clause  in  the  MelioratioQ 
Act,  by  which  cruelly  whipping  was  made  ft 
punishable  oftbnce^  Huggins  was  indicted  and 
brought  to  trial.    He  did  not  attempt  to  deny 
what  he  had  done;  to  do  that  would  have  been 
madness;  but  he  pleaded  an  imperious  neccbsity 
ior  so  doing,  wluch  necessily,  however,  neither 
was  nor  could  be  proved.   Even  had  his  negroes 
been  as  guilty  as  he  falsely  stated  tlicm  to  be,  he 
had  not  the  less  violated  a  positive  statute.  The 
jury  was  a  packed  one,  packed  with  scarcely  an 
attempt  at  concealment,  and  it  was  ivuuic  up  of 
the  friends  and  dependents  of  the  criminal.  His 
counsel  treated  the  Melioration  Act  with  contempt, 
as  being  a  mere  deceptiuii,  passed  f^jr  the  purpose 
of  siiencing  the  clamours  of  some  indiyiduals  in 
£ngland.   The  Jury  were  manifestly  of  the  same 
opinion  with  respect  to  it ;  for,  in  tlie  teeth  of  the 
evidence,  ^xid  oJ[  the  law,  they  acquitted  Uugg^ls• 
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Nit  ntfttfied  wHh  this  esoape,  be  bad  even  the 

daring  impudence  to  prosecute  for  a  libel  the 
l^nter  of  the  St.  Christopher's  Gazette,  who,  by 
Older  of  the  House,  had  pablnbed  the  fesolutioiui 
of  censure ;  and  here  aiiain  he  obtained  a  verdict, 
the  printer  having  been  sentenced  to  a  month's 
ianprisbninent)  and  the  finding  of  securities  §» 
three  years. 

As  soon  as  the  British  government  was  in- 
fomed  of  these  shemeftil  occurrences,  it  made 
known,  to  the  governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 
.  its  indignant  disgust  at  the  gross  violation  of 
justice  which  the  jury  had  committed,  it  ordered 
that  the  magistrates,  who  had  not  interfered  to 
prevent  the  punishment  of  the  slaves,  should  be 
removed  with  as  much  disgrace  as  possible,  and  it 
recommended  that  the  colonial  legislatures  should 
adopt  into  their  statute  books  that  clause  of  the 
Jamaica  restriction  act,  which  restricted  to  die 
number  of  thirty-nine  the  lashes  which  a  master 
might  inflict  upon  his  slave* 

Close  ob  the  back  of  this  case  came  anothoTi 
which,  though  it  terminated  less  fortunately  for 
the  criminal,  showed,  as  plainly  as  the  former  had 
done,  how  unwise  it  would  be  to  place  any 
power  in  llie  hands  of  the  colonists.  In  the 
little  island  of  Tortola  resided  one  Arthur  Hodge, 
a  member  of  the  council,  a  man  of  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  of  the  most  polished  manners ;  but 
with  fL  heart  of  such  diabolical  cruelty  as  almost 
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tQ  fltigger  hdM.   lo  about  three  ytira  his  bar* 

barity  caused  the  death  of  at  least  sixty  slaves. 
A  brkf  aarrative  of  his  murders  and  cruelties 
fill9  semal  pages,  asd  makes  humanity  shuddar. 
Aiiiuiig  oUici"  enormities,  it  ^scciiis  Lo  have  bceu 
an  aoMifiisiiieDt  to  bim,  to  ord«c  children,  oi  not 
more  than  nine  yeam  of  age,  lo  be  tak«n  up  bf 
the  heels,  dipped  into  tubs  of  water  with  their 
beads  downivards,  and  there  tiU  ibey  were 
sdfled,  after  which  they  were  taken  out,  soffiireil 
to  recover  and  to  breathe,  and  were  tlicn,  over 
and  oyer  a§»in»  subjected  to  the  s^oie  (orment, 
till  they  staggered  and  fell :  they  were  laaliy 
suspended  to  a  tree,  by  their  hands  tied  together, 
a^od  cart  whipped  for  some  time  ip  the  severest 
maimer.  In  one  instance  a  child  died  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  ordered  it  to  be  dipped  into 
ft  caldron  of  bailing  liquor.  This  man,  or  more 
correctly  speaking,  this  monster,  had  pursued 

his  brutal  career  for  a  number  of  years,  without 

b^qg  called  to  any  account*  or  wm>  being  looked 
l^pon  with  any  apparent  disapprohatkai  by  hia 

fellow  planters.  He  miglit,  have  gone  down  to 
his  grave  with  as  much  peace  as  his  conscience 
would  allow  hiip,  had  he  not,  among  his  many 
demerits,  been  a  notorious  duellist.  In  an  evil 
hopr  him,  Hod|^  threw  out  some  threats  of 
calling  into  the  field  a  magistrate  who  had  till 
now  been  his  iiriepd)  and, as  the  magistrate  thought 
it   si^r  procQ^idg  to  hwng  his  enemy  than  to 
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fi^t  him,  he  preferred  against  him  a  charge  tat 

several  murders,  committed  more  than  three  )ears 
previously.     Notwithstanding  the  counsel  of 
Hod^  holdly  asserted  that    a  slave  hemg  pro- 
perty, it  WHS  Qo  greater  uflence  in  law  for  his 
master  to  kill  him  than  it  would  be  to  kill  a  dog,  * 
the  jttryyOQ  the  clearest  evidence,  foaod  the  culprit 
guilty  of  murder;  but,  although  in  his  case 
there  was  nothing  but  circumstances  of  aggra- 
vatbn,  a  majority  of  the  jurors  thot^ht  proper  to 
recommeiuJ  him  to  mercy.  This  recommendation 
was  very  properly  disregarded  by  Gomnor  Elliot. 
But,  such  was  the  state  of  the  colony,  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  rescue  from  being  undertaken 
by  the  whites,  the  governor  did  not  venture  upon 
the  execution  of  the  criminal,  till  heliad  taken 
extraordinary  precautions.    He  was  under  the 
necessity  of  going  to  Tortola  himself^  proclaiming 
martial  law,  calling  out  Ihe  militia,  and  availing 
himself  of  the  presence  of  a  frigate.    It  was  not 
till  he  had  done  all  tins,  that  he  could  safely 
carry  the  sentence  of  the  law  into  efkct  upon  the 
flagitious  murderer  who  was  so  extensively  the 
object  of  Tortolan  sympathy. 

Such  being  the  fselings  inspired  by  exercising 
authority  over  siaves,  it  is  no  wonder  that  men 
of  benevolent  minds  eagerly  caught  at  every  idea 
vi^hich  could  afford  them  even  the  slightest  hope 
of  diminishing  the  number  of  the  enslaved. 
With  the  ^declared  view  of  ultimately  eradicating 
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negro  slavery  from  the  colonies,  Mr.  Barham^  in 

the  session  of  1811,  moved  for  a  committee  to 
report  upon  the  practicability  and  expediency  ot 
supplying  our  West^India  possessions  with  free 
labourers  fruui  Llie  east.    On  this  occasion  Mr. 
Stephen  expressed  his  beUef  that  no  benefit  could 
arise  from  the  plan;  it  being  impossible  for 
shivery  and  fice  labour  Loco-exist.    Beside^^.,  the 
plan  had,  he  said,  been  tried  in  Trinidad,  and 
the  result  had  been  a  failure.   Though,  like  Mr* 
Stephen,  many  persons  doubted  wlictiier  any 
good  was  to  be  expected  from  the  scheme,  the 
committee  was  appointed,  and  it  made  a  report 
on  the  subject.    Tiie  report  was,  on  tlie  whole, 
of  an  unfavourable  land ;  for,  while  it  admitted 
that  considerable  advantages  nnght,  perhaps,  be 
gained  by  introducing  Chinese  labourers  into  the 
west,  it  represented  as  being  all  but  insuperable 
the  difficulties  which  most  be  contended  with  in 
carrying  the  system  into  effect.    Nothing  w^ 
therefore,  done. 

The  naval  commanders  and  the  governors  of 
the  settlements  on  the  African  coast  continued, 
meanwhile,  to  exert  themselves  actively  in  the 
suppression  of  the  trade.  Many  vessels  were 
seized  and  condemned,  and  sentence,  under  the 
act  of  181 1,  was  passed  upon  some  British  sub- 
jects, who  were  detected  in  carrying  on  the 
traffic.  The  African  Institution  also  persevered 
in  its  humane  labours.   One  beneficial  effect  of 
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its  vigilaiioe  was  the  flatting  an  end  to  a  skre 

trade  which  was  discovered  to  be  going  on,  to  a 
'  Goiffiiderabie  ext€ot»  betweeD  £gypt  and  Malta. 
Its  attention  was  equally  directed  to  all  other 
quarters  where  abuses  were  in  existence.  The 
government  was  no  less  alhre  to  its  duty,  and 
readily  lent  its  aid  fo  every  practicable  measure 
.  which  was  suggested  by  the  friends  of  the  aboli- 
tion. The  establishment  of  a  registry  of  slaves 
in  the  island  of  Trinidad  was  amoncr  the  most 
important  of  its  acts.  This  was  done  by  an 
order  of  councily  of  the  26th  of  March,  18 IS. 
An  effectual  check,  as  far  as  regarded  Trinidad, 
was  thus  given  to  illicit  importation.  In  the 
following  year,  the  government  gave  another 
proof  of  its  zeal  in  the  cause.  Sweden  having  * 
joined  the  contederacy  for  tiie  liberation  of  Eu- 
rope, Great  Britain  condenled  to  cede  to  her  the 
island  of  Guadaloupe,  as  a  reward  for  her  ser- 
vices. It  was,  however,  stipiilated  with  his 
Swedish  majesty,  that  the  slave  trade  should  be 
abolished  in  all  his  West  Indian  possessions, 
and  that  no  Swedish  subject  should  thenceforth 
be  permitted  to  engage  in  it  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  copies  uf  all  the  colonial  laws  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  in  consequence  of  a  motion 
hy  Mr. William  Smith.  A  \A\\  was  also  passed, 
for  allowing  the  privileges  of  British  registry  to 
vessels  condemned  for  trading  in  slaves. 

In  the  summer  of  1813,  the  cause  of  hu- 
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mamly  suettined  a  severe  loss  by  the  decMO  of 

one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  ▼enerable  of  its 

friends,  t  uii  of  years  and  of  honour,  Mr.  Gran- 
ville Sharp  closed^  on  the  sixth  of  July,  a  life  of 
piety*  and  of  active  benevolence.  His  funeral 
was  attended  by  a  deputation  from  the  African 
lostitutiolit  and  by  some  of  its  leading  membeni, 
and  a  monument,  commemorative  of  his  exer- 
tions and  his  virtues,  was  afterwards  erected  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  at  the  expense  of  the 

Society. 

The  long  struggle  of  the  European  states 
agunst  the  tyranny  of  France  was  at  leng^ 

terminated  by  the  downfal  of  Napoleon.  This 
was  a  critical  moment.  Now  that  peace  was 
about  to  be  re-established,  it  was  o|  the  utmost 
importance  that  every  nerve  should  be  strained 
to  gain  the  consent  of  the  continental  sovereigns 
to  the  suppression  of  the  trade.  If  this  consent 
were  not  to  be  obtained,  it  was  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  restoration  of  the  blessings  of  tranquiiUty 
to  Europe  would  be  the  signal  for  the  commis- 
sion of  fresh  crimes  in  Africa.  The  friends  of 
the  abolition  were,  therefore,  exceedingly  anxious 
tiiat  the  British  negociator  should  be  instructed 
to  exert  all  the  influence  of  his  country,  to  pro- 
cure a  general  convention  of  the  European 
pow^  for  the  total  renunciation  of  the  trade. 

To  forward  this  great  object,  addresses  to  the 
Prince  Regent  were  voted  by  both  Houses  of 
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ParUameot  That  of  the  ConnnoM  was  moved 

by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  tliird  of  May ;  that 
of  the  Lords  was  proposed,  on  the  fifth,  of  the 
same  month,  hy  Lord  Grenviile.   They  were 
carried  willioat  a  single  dissentient  voice.  Both 
of  them  were  eloquent  compoeitions,  and  spoke  a 
language  which  well  becatne  the  le^lature  of  a 
free  and  high-spirited  people.     In  concluding 
their  address, we  humbly  trust/'  said  the  Com- 
mons, that  in  the  moral  order  by  which  Divine 
Providence  administers  the  government  of  the 
world,  this  great  act  of  atonement  to  Africa  may 
contribute  to  consolidate  the  safety  and  prolong 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe; — that  nations  may 
be  taught  a  higher  respect  for  justice  and  hu- 
manity by  t)ie  example  of  their  sovereigns ;  and 
that  a  treaty  sanctified  by  such  disinterested  and 
saaed  stipulations  may  be  more  profoundly  reve* 
fenced,  and  more  religiously  observed,  than  even 
the  most  equitable  compacts  for  the  regulation 
of  power  or  the  distribution  of  territory."  "  No 
worthier  thanks,  we  confidently  believe^**  said  the 
Peers,  "  can  be  offered  to  Providence  for  past 
protection;  on  no  better  grounds  can  future, 
blessings  be  solicited,  than  by  the  reception 
and  discharge  of  the  great  duties  which  we  all 
owe  alike  to  the  ri|^ts,  the  liberty,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  our  fellow-creatures.'*    To  each  of 
these  addresses  a  favourable  answer  was  given 
by  the  Prince  Regent 
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CoDskieriiig  the  sacrifices  which  Grwt  Bri- 

lain  had  been  compelled  to  make,  to  resist  the 
ambitious  designs  of  her  aQcient  rivals  coosider- 
iog,  too,  those  which  she  was  now  called  upon, 
to  make  to  that  rival,  by  the  restitution  of  colonies 
gained  at  such  a  price  of  blood  and  traasurey  it 
was  reasonably  to  be  hoped,  that,  in  return, 
France  would  readily  agree  to  relinquish  a  trade 
of  which  she  had,  in  fact,  been  long  deprived, 
and  the  renewal  of  which  could  not  fail  to  throw 
upon  her  character  an  additiouai  disgrace.  It 
was,  surely,  to  be  hoped  that,  after  having  de- 
vastated Europe  firom  the  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  having  generously  been  spared  when  she  lay 
prostrate  at  the  feet  of  those  whom  she  had  so 
iieeply  injured,  she  would  not  have  the  hi^dihood 
to  den^ and  a  licence  to  extend  her  ravages  to  the 
shores  of  Africa;  that  she  would  at  least  be 
ashamed  of  exckiming    give  me  the  blood  of 
'  the  blacks,  since  I  can  no  longer  shed  that  of  the 
whites,''   Such,  hopes  were,  in  reality,  indulged. 
It  was,  therefore^  with  mingled  feelings  of  disape- 
pointujent,  indignation   and  disgust,  that  the 
.people  of  England  perused  that  article  of  the 
:  treaty  of  peace  by  which  France  was  allowed  to 
carry  oa  tiie  slave-trade  for  the  term  of  five  years. 
Nor  was  any  one  deceived  by  the  semblance  of 
rastriction  which  was  held  out  in  the  words  "  five 
.years."    It  was  obvious  that  France  intended, 
if  possible,  to  persist  in  the  accursed  trafiic  till 
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the  end  o£  time.  That  notfaiog  on  this 

occasion,  be  wanting  to  crown  the  disgrace  of 

France,  this  very  article  confessed  the  trade  to 
be  a  description  of  traffic  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  natural  justice,  and  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  in  which  we  live."  The  love  of  gain, 
or  of  sheer  barbarity,  must  indeed  have  been 
hoondless  in  the  French,  when  they  couU  submit 
•  to  indulge  it  at  the  expense  of  so  much  infamy 
as  they  heaped  upon  diemselves  by  thi&  straogs 
avowal. 

As  soon  as  the  treaty  became  public,  the 
dfrect6rs  of  the  African  Institution  hastened  >to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  abolitkm. 
This  meeting,  which  was  iield  at  Freemason's 
HalF,  was  numerously  attended^  and  many  per- 
sons of  the  hifi^hest  talent  and  rank  were  present: 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  in  the  chair.  Fifteen 
resolutions  were  passed.  They  expressed  the 
regret  of  the  meeting,  that  France  should  have 
been  peruntted  to  renew  a  system  of  robbery  and 
murder,  which,  as  &r  as  regarded  herself^  had 
fer  many  years  been  practically  extinct ;  pointed 
out  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  concession; 
called  upon  the  government  to  use  its  ^orts^  at 
the  approaching  congress,  to  do  away  with  llie 
trade,  or  to  circumscribe  it  within  as.iaiarrow 
limits  as  possible;  and  direcled  that  a  |ietitioQ 
should  be  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
praying  them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  their 
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wi$doin  mi^t  seem  oieett  for  obvUtiog  the 

various  evils  whigh  weie  iiuw  the  bubjtct  of  alarm 
and  cojuplaiat* 

The  directors  of  the  African  Iiistitutioa 
iiaving  been  requested  to  eaiplu}  tlicn  efforts  to 
carry  into  full  effect  the  objecU  of  tJbe  meetiogi 
tfaty  obeerfully  undertook  the  task.   They  ap- 
pointed a  coiuiiiitiee  oi  their  own  body,  to  which 
tbey.  inviled  many  friends  of  the  aboUtion,  whp 
lent  a  .zealoua  aid»   Mr.  Clarkson  was  electpd 
as  their  chairman.    The  conuiiittee  continued 
sitting  every  day  for  a  monthi  and  opened  a 
qonrespoiidettce  with  almost  evecy  town  in  the 
kingdom.    Resporibive  to  the  call  whicli  was 
made  on  them>  the  people  rushed  forward,  as 
one  man^  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  the 
trade,  and  their  regret  that  the  lioi  roi  s  of  it  were 
about  to  be  renewed  on  the  part  of  FrancCi 
Each  individoal  may  be  said  to  have  felt  as  if 
he  had  a  personal  interest  in  this  imporiaut 
qnestion.   This  strong  mani&station  of  public 
Ming  was  hoooiiFable  to  our  country.   In  the 
short  space  of  time  that  was  allowed  for  th^ 
purpose  of  petitioning*  eight  hundred  and  six 
pelitioiis  were  sent  up  to  the  legislature,  and  they 
were  signed  by  nearly  a  million  of  tire  adult  male 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireiaqd. The 
ii^iatures  from  the  metropolis  alone  were  little 
sbort  of  two  hundred  thousand. 

In  the  House  of  Commons^  on  .the  twenty^ 
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aeventh  of  June,  Mr.  Wilbeiforoe  moved  an 

address  to  the  Prince  Regent.  This  address 
was  grouoded  on  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting 
at  Freemason's  Hall,  and  it  particularly  prayed 
that  every  exertion  might  be  made,  to  obtain 
some  further  concessions  at  the  approaching 
congress.   Mr*  Barham  was  desinnis  to  add,  as 

an  amendment,  "that an  immediate  renunciation 
of  the  slave-trade  may  be  effected  in  return  for 
any  cession,  consistent  with  the  honour  of  this 
country,  which  may  be  agreed  on  by  his  Majesty's 
government,  in  concurrence  with  his  Majesty's 
allies."  This  amendment,  however,  he  withdrew, 
and  the  address  was  unanimously  voted.  The 
deeply  rooted  prejudices  existing  in  France,  and 
the  impossibility  of  prevailing  on  the  FVench 
ministry  to  yield  any  thing  more  on  the  subject 
of  the  trade,  were  the  arguments  by  which  Lord 
Castlereagh  vindicated  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  had  occasioned  such  generai  dissatisfaction. 
In  fact  the  ministers,  in  both  Houses,  plainly 
hinted,  that  to  have  insisted  on  better  terms  with 
respect  to  the  abolition,  would  certainly  have 
been  productive  of  the  continuance  of  the  war* 
This  obstinacy  on  the  side  of  the  French,  Lovd 
Castkieagii  attributed  to  theirjealousy  oi  England, 
and  their  deplorable  want  of  knowledge.  Tbey^ 
he  said,  imagined  that  our  anxiety  on  this  head 
did  not  arise  from  benevolence,  but  from  a  wish 
to  injure  their  commerce^  and  fetter  their  colonies; 
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and  such  was  the  deficiency  of  political  infor- 
mation among  them,  that,  in  the  internal  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  the  inhabitants  were  abfiolutdy 
ignorant  that  the  slave-trade  was  abolished  in  the 
firitish  possessions.  A  similar  address  was 
moved  in  the  House  of  Lords^  on  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  by  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  and  was 
adopted  without  any  opposition. 

Two  other  addresses,  the  one  proposed  to 
the  Peers  by  Lord  Grenville,  the  other  to  the 
Commons  by  Mr.  Horner,  had  a  different  fate. 
They  called  for  the  production  of  copies  of  the 
papers  which  had  passed,  relative  to  the  trade, 
dunng  the  late  negociation;  and  they  were 
opposed,  on  the  ground  that,  as  the  negociation 
was  still  pending,  the  granting  of  the  papers 
might  be  attended  with  public  inconvenience. 
The  motions  were  consequently  negatived.  A 
protest  against  the  rejection  of  the  address  was 
entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  by  the 
Dukes  of  Sussex  and  Gloucester,  and  several 
other  peers. 

Though  the  friends  of  humanity  sustainol  a 
heavy  disappointment  by  the  censurable  conduct 
of  France,  or  of  her  government,  they  received 
some  consolation  from  the  praise- worthy- conduct 
of  other  powm.  Denmark  had  long  abandoned 
the  traffic.  She  now  went  further,  and,  by  tlie 
treaty  of  Kiel,  of  the  fourteenth  of  Januaiy, 
1814|  she  agreed  to  prohibit  her  subjects,  in  the 
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most'  ^dbetual  manner,  ahd  by  the  strongest 
laws,  from  taking  any  share  iu  it.  A  still  more 
gratifyiDg  trmmph  waa  giuiiedy  on  the  fooiteeotb 
of  June,  by  a  decree  of  the  pro>vernmen€  of 
Holland,  which  prohibited  ail  Dutch  subjects 
from  en^ging  in  the  trade^  afid  ordered  the 
governors  of  the  Dutch  forts  on  the  coasts  of 
Africa  to  suffer  no  slave  tradiug  to  be  earned  on 
within  their  juriadiction»  by  the  shipa  of  any 
nation ;  and  to  seize  all  Dutch  ahipd  that  might 
attempt  to  contravene  the  decree.  This  decree 
was  expressly  said  to  be  granted  in  coinplianoe 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Prince  Regent.  Lastly, 
the  United  States  of  America,  which,  also,  had 
pmrioosiy  relinquished  the  traffic,  now,  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  which  was  sigfied  on  the  twenty* 
fourth  of  December,  branded  it  as  being  irrecon* 
ciiahle  with  the  priocipies  of  humanity  and  jiisticey 
and  promised  to  co-operate  with  Great  Brtlahiy 
iu  using  their  best  endeavours  to  accomplish  its 
entire  abolition. 

As  the  ignorance  of  the  French  people  had 
been  pleaded  in  excuse  of  their  alleged  unnatural 
attachment  to  the  slave-trade,  the  direi^ors  of  the 
African  Institution  deemed  it  both  just  and 
poUtic  to  endeavour  to  enlighten  them  upon  the 
sulject.  Great  exertions  were,  tiierafiDre,  made, 
in  distributing  among  them  such  publications  as 
were  best  calculated  to  increase  their  knowledge. 
Several  of  the  directors  and  members^  among 
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whom  was  Air.  Clark  son,  were  for  some  time 
•etively  occupied  at  Pari&y  ia  the  furtberaace  of 
this  inportuit  object 

The  British  government,  meanwhile,  was  not 
idle.   In  August,  the  Duke  of  WeiUogtoa  was 
•  directed  tp  solicit  a  particular  audience  of  Louis 
the  Eighteenth,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting, 
from  the  Prince  Kegeotf  a  ietter,  iu  which  his 
Bajtl  Hif^nest  strenuously  intreated  the  French 
monarch  to  concur  in  delivering  Africa  kom  the 
•kmg  train  of  evils  which  was  inseparable  kom 
such  on  inhaman  traffic.   A  part  of  the  reply  of 
the  monarch  was  as  satisfactory  as  mere  words 
could  be.   He  candidly  admiUedr  that  the.tra^ 
*^  tended  to  the  destruction  of  mankind    and  he 
promised  to  subject  it  to  restrictions  and  di$cou-  ^ 
ragemeota,  and  not  Uk  delay  its  absolute  abolition 
farther  than  migbt  appear  necessary  tp  preveit 
any  ill  eifects  froux  the  precipitation  of  the 
measure.''    Ominous  wordd  were  these  last, 
which  completely  rendered'  nugatory  all  his  &ir 
professions.    It  should  be  borne  in  remembrance 
that,  at  this  moment^  the  trade  did  not  e^st; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  an  insuU  to  common 
sense  to  talk  of  ihe  ill  effects  which  might  arise 
fi-om  its  precipitate  abolition.    Xh^t  nothing 
might  be  left  undone  on  the  part  of  Grieat 
fiiitain,  her  ambassador  was  also  instructed  to 
offier  to  the  French  govermnenty  either  a  sum  of 
moiieyi  or  tbe  cession  of  m  irieod  in  the  West 
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Indies*   The  moaey  wts  mtended  to  be  applied  . 

as  a  coriipensatioD  for  any  losses  which  the 
French  colooisU  might  be  suf^xieed  to  have 
ftostained  by  the  suppressioii  of  the  trade.  Thui 
such  a  step  as  this,  nothing  could  more  strongly 
prove  the  humane  and  diflinterested  spirik  of  thk 
eomitry.  Even  this  liberal  offer  was  made  in 
vaio.  All  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  could 
procure^  and  this  indeed  was  worth  procnring, 
was  an  injunction,  issoed  by  the  minister  ef 
marine^  by  which  the  trade  was  prohibited  from 
bemg  extended  to  the  north  of  Cape  Fonnossit  a 
point  which  is  situated  in  about  four  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  Northern  Africa,  at  least,  was 
thus  saved  from  the  desolating  attacks  of  the 

'  French  slave  merchants.  It  is  manifest,  however, 
\  that  the  injunction  of  the  minister  of  the  marine, 
though  of  considerable  present  benefit^  was  by 
no  means  a  measure  which  could  give  full  satis- 
faction, it  being  liable  to  be  withdrawn,  at  an^ 
moment,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  minister. 

At  the  congress  of  Vienna,  the  offinr  of  oessien 
or  cpiupensation  was  renewed  by  Lord  Castle^ 
reagh,  the  British  plenipotentiary,  and  was -again 

'  declined  by  France.  The  general  question  gave 
rise  to  many  debates,  in  which  the  ministers  of 
Austria,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Sweden,  threw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  of  Lonl  Castlereagh.  The 
first  step  of  his  Lordship  was  to  obtain,  after  a 
feeble  opposition  fiom  the  Spanish  iMaiotor^  a 
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dedaratioD,  expressive  of  tiic»r  conmKm  imm 

for  an  imi versa!  aboiiUou  of  the  trade.  The 
next  was  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  an  imme- 
diate suppression  of  the  traffic.  In  this  he  failed. 
France  obstinately  persisted  in  retusing  to  abridge 
the  lenn  whieh  had  been  previously  fixied;.iiar 
would  Spain  or  Portugal  agree  to  mention  a 
shiMTter  term  than  eight  years.  Desirous  of  cir-» 
cuniicribiog  as  mudi  as  possible  the  limits  witbin 
which  the  trade  was,  in  future,  to  be  carried  on, 
his  Locdship  laboured  to  have  the  equator 
ass^ed  as  the.  line  of  demarcatioQ  on  the  north. 
Portugal  alone,  uf  the  three  interested  powers, 
acceded  to  this  proposition.  She  did  not,  how- 
ever, do  so  quite  gratuitously.  By  a  convention^ 
signed  on  the  twenty-first  of  January,  18  li,  she 
.stipuiaied  to  receive  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  as  an  indemnifipatioo  for  the  losses 
which  she  had  sustained  by  the  seizure  of  her 
slave  vessels  since  the  conclusion  of  tiie  treaty  of 
1810.  This  was  the  penalty  which  Great  Britain 
paid  for  having  allowed  that  treaty  to  be  worded 
in  such  ambiguous  terms.  The  convention  was 
followed  by  a  treaty,  signed  on  the  next  day, 
which  made  the  equator  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  Portuguese  slave  trathc,  and  restricted  that 
tiaficto  tliesnpplyof  the  trans- AtlanticdominionB 
of  Portugal.  This,  however,  was  not  granted 
.without  a  further  pecuniary  sacritice  on  the  part 
of  this  country ;  it  being  stipulated,  that  whatever 
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remuned  unpaid  of  the  loan  raised  in  England, 
in  the  year  I80y,  should  not  be  claiiued  by  the 
Britiflh  goveraoieiit* 

Two  other  propositions  were  brought  forward 
to  the  congress  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  ^st 
wuy  tbftt  the'iQOTeniinents  shoold  agree  to  act  in 
concert  to  preclude  an  illegal  traffic,  and  that 
their  ministers,  at  London  and  Paris,  should 
diaw  np,  yearly,  a  general  report,  immded  on  the 

latest  iiiforiiiLaion,  as  to  the  state  of  the  trade, 
and  the  progress  of  the  abolition.  The  second 
wasof  astill  more  important  kind.  Themeaiare 
which  it  recommended  was  meant  to  operate 
as  a  punishment  upon  any  state  which  should 
protract  the  carrying  on  bf  the  traiffic  beyond  the 
period  which,  by  the  first  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  6{  Paris,  was  fixed  on  for  its  termination. 
It  proposed  that  the  ooloiiial  produce  of  that 
state  should  be  prohibited  from  being  received 
into  the  dominions  of  the  other  powers.  The 
first  article  was  strenoonflly  resisted  by  Spain ; 
the  second,  with  equal  vehemence,  by  Spain  and 
Portogal.  They  were,  however,  warmly  sup- 
ported by  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia.  The 
last  act  of  the  congress,  as  far  as  respected  the 
(riave-trade,  was  to  issue  against  it  a  dedarationi 
stigmatiang  it  as  having  desolated  Africa, 
degraded  £urope^  and  aiiicted  humanity and 
pramdsmg  to  adopt  tfie  most  eflbctual  means  to 
put  an  end  to  tty  as  speedily  ae  dreamfltaooes 
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would  allow.    In  this  manifesto  against  the  trade 
all  the  plenipolentiaries  concurred. 

From  Spain,  by  a  negociation  carried  on 
between  the  two  courts,  the  British  government 
could,  for  the  presoDt,  obtain  nothing  more  than 
astute  confessioD  of  the  injustice  and  inhumanity 
of  the  traffic ;  an  engagement  to  proliibit  Spanish 
subjects  from  supplying  any  pther  than  Spanish 
possessions,  and  an  ei^^a^ment  to  prevent  the 
Spanish  Hag  from  being  used  as  a  protection  to 
foreign  traders ;  and,  at  length,  a  positive  promise 
that  the  trade  should  not  be  continued  beyond 
the  term  of  eight  years.  With  a  perversity, 
however,  for' which  it  is  difficult  to  account, 
Spain  was  anxious  to  make  the  space  between 
the  Equator  and  the  tenth  degree  of  north 
latitude  the  scene  of  her  licensed  ravages;  an 
arrangement  which  was  vigorously  opposed  by 
tbe  British  government,  on  the  solid  ground  of 
that  portion  of  t^ritory  being  precisely  the  spot 
to  which  Great  Britain  had  long  been  directing 
her  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  Africa. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  reason  isssigned 
for  permitting  France  to  renew  the  traffic,  and  td 
continue  it  for  five  years,  was  the  absolute 
necessity  oi  not  running  counter  to  the  prqudices 
of  the  French  people,  who^  were  represented  as 
having,  some  how  or  other,  contracted  an  affection 
for  a  commerce  in  slaves,  and  as  being  too  ignorant 
to  perceive  tbat  the  commerce  was  a  ciime^  A 
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stapendom  event,  which  now  occurred,  immd, 

among  other  things,  the  futility,  not  to  say  the 
inteotional  falsehcxxi,  of  ihb  reason.  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  reascended  the  diratie  of  France. 
One  of  his  first  acts  of  authority  was  the  putting 
forth  a  decree,  by  which  the  slave-trade  was^firom 
that  moment,  abolished.  That  his  great  purpose 
in  taking  this  step  was  a  hope  of  concihatiog 
En^and,  cannot  rationally  be  doubted.  But  it 
18  equally  certain  that,  situated  as  be  then  was, 
he  would  not  have  ventured  to  take  it,  had  the 
mass  of  the  French  people  been  really  hostile  to 
such  a  measure.  He  was  not,  as  he  once  was, 
the  despotic  disposer  of  the  lives  and  properties 
of  the  French ;  yet,  though  others  of  his  operations 
were  freely  canvassed,  no  opposition  was  excited 
by  his  suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves.  It 
appears,  therefore,  that,  at  least,  the  ministBrs  of 
Louis  the  Eighteenth  had,  with  a  culpable  want 
0f  discerunient,  mistaken  the  sordid  clamours  of 
a  few  interested  individuals  for  the  delibenite 
voice  of  A  whole  people. 

Mainly  by  the  powerful  instrumentality  of 
England,  Napoleon  was  soon  precipitaled  from 
his  newly-recovered  throne.  The  cii  cnmstances 
were  now  highly  favourable  for  obtaining  from 
the  re-established  sovereign,  Louis  the  Eigh- 
teenth, that  concession  which  his  ministers 
had  hitherto  so  pertinaciously  refosed.  It  was 
intimated  to  Prince  TaUqfiaod,  in  a  fetter  from 
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IxMPd  Casdereagli,  that  fioglaiMi  looked  upoQ 
the  trade «8  being  abolished  by  the  law  of  France) 

and  iocapabie  of  being  revived  without  a  specific 
order  of  the  monarch;  at  all  events^  whatever 
construction  might  be  put  upon  the  law,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  king  of  France  would  never  lend 
his  authority  to  such  revival.  This  g^ve  rise  to 
a  correspondence  between  the  two  governments, 
the  result  of  which  was  that,  though  it  was 
denied  that  the  acts  of  Napoleon  were  at  all 
bindhig,  Louis  the  Eighteenth  gave  his  M\  assent 
thati  on  the  part  of  the  French,  the  traihc  in 
slaves  should  cease  from  the  present  time  evory-* 
where  and  for  ever.**  Some  consolation  was  thus 
afbrded  to  humanity  for  the  bloodshed  which 
had  been  caused  by  the  daring  enterprise  of 
^apoleon. 

That  some  benefit  had  been  produced  by  the 
various  writings  which  the  African  Institution  had 
caused  to  be  distributed  in  France,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe.  But,  when  it  is  considered 
what  a  short  time  had  elapsed  since  they  began 
to  be  circulated,  credulity  itself  can  scarcely 
suppress  a  doubting  smile,  on  hearing  the 
assertion  of  Prince  Talleyrand,  that  the  prejudices 
of  his  countrymen  "  had  been  attacked  in  several 
late  publications,  and  with  such  effect,  as  to 
afford  his  Mi^esty  the  satislactioa  of 'now 
following  without  rtiserve  the  dictates  of  his 
indinatioD.'' 
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Though  by  this  letter,  and  by  the  subsequeat 
tmkly  of  the  thiitiedi  of  November,  Louis  die 
Eighteenth  had  promised  tiiat  the  slave-trade 
should  be  immediately  abohshed,  the  oaly  step 
which  he  took  towards  the  perforuiftoce  of  his 
promise  was  the  issuing  of  an  ordinance,  prohi- 
hitiug  the  introduction  of  slaves  iato  his  colooiesy 
and  even  this  ordinance  was  not  published  till 
the  eighth  of  January,  J  817.  For  any  benedcial 
purpose  this  paper  was  obviously  a  mere  nullity. 
French  vessels  were  coosequendy  employed,  to 
a  great  extent,  in  carrying  on  the  commerce. 
From  the  river  Seaegsl  alone,  before  the  end  of 
the  first  year  of  the  re^ciipation  of  the  settle- 
ments  tliere  by  France,  more  shives  had  been 
exported  than  in  an;  two  years  previously  lo  thsi 
revolutionary  war*  Some  of  the  vessels  were 
seized  by  our  cruisers,  but  were  released  by  the 
Court  of  Admiralty^  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  known  law  of  France  which  rendered  the 
traffic  penal.  The  British  goverumcul  now  saw 
the  necessity  of  procuring  something  effi^ctuai  to 
be 'done.  In  consequence  of  the  discussion 
which  took  place  between  the  two  courts,  a  law 
was  passed  by  the  French  legislature^  in  Mareh» 
^  1818,  and  sanctioned  by  the  monarchy  which 
interdicts  tiie  slave-trade,  under  severe  penalties, 
to  all  persons,  whether  foreigners  or  subjects  of 
France.  This  law,  however,  has  not  yet  pro* 
duced  its  full  efi'ect ;  the  trafiic  being  stiU  persisted 


L.iyui<-cu  uy  Google 


THB  SLAVS  TRADE. 

and  tlml;  with  ciramwtftiTicas  of  extraordiauy 

barbarity,  by  vessels  under  French  colours. 
This  has  recently  beea  made  a  subject  of 
complaint  in  Parliamenti  by  Mr.  Wilberforo^ 
who  moved  an  address  to  the  Prince  Ref^cnt, 
but  withdrew  his  motion,  on  the  assuiance  of 
lord  Castiereagb,  that  the  French  goVerame&t 
was  sincerely  disposed  to  enforce  the  law,  and  to 
IHiniah  the  crimes  which  had  been  coiuuntted  op 
the  coast  of  Africa.  It  is,  nevertheless^  much 
to  be  feared  that,  unless  the  right  of  searching 
merchant  vessels  be  granted  by  France,  her 
aubjects  will,  in  many  instances,  be  enabled  to 
violate  the  law  with  almost  certain  impunity. 

Such  a  right  has  been  conceded  by  other ' 
powers.  By  an  additional  treaty  signed  on  the 
gSd  of  July,  1817,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
an  illicit  traffic  in  slaves^  (ireat  Britain  and 
Portugal  mutuafiy  yidd,  to  the  ships  of  war 
of  each  other,  the  right  of  searching  vessels  sus- 
pected of  having  slaves  on  board.  This  example 
was  6)Uowed  by  Spaio^  oa  the  £3d  of  September 
1817.  In  consideration  of  the  payment  of 
^400^000^  lor  vesseb  captured  from  her  subjects, 
that  power  agireed  to  relinqnish  inmiediateiy  the 
trade  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  to  abolish  the 
trade  entirely  in  the  year  18£0,  and  to  grant  the 
*  right  of  search.  For  these  valuable»  and  almoet 
unexpected  concessions  from  Spain,  the  cause  of 
humanity  is  perhaps  indebted  to  a  treatise  on  the 
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alm4cade»  by  Mr.  Blanco  WbitCy  of  whieh  a 
considerable  numl>er  of  copies  were  distributed 
amon^  the  leading  persons  of  the  Spanish  mo- 
narcby»  by  the  African  Institution.  Tbe  last 
power  by  which  the  privilege  of  search  waa 
granted  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands, 
with  which  a  treaty  for  preveotjog  the  subjects  of 
the  two  states  from  engaging  iti  the  slave  trade, 
was  concluded  on  the  4th  of  May,  1 8 1 B.  America 
also  has  since  manifested  a  disposition  to  coogut 
with  the  European  states  in  whatever  measures 
may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  destructioa  of 
the  trade. 

While  these  measures  were  in  progr^s,  some 
amelioration  of  tbe  i^tate  of  things  took  place  in 
the  colonies  themselves.   In  more  than  one  hn^ 

stance  sii^ns  appeared  that  an  unwonted  spirit  of 
liberality  had  arisen  m  the  minds  of  the  colonists. 
The  supreme  court  in  the  island  of  St  Vincent's 
gave  a  solemn  decision  against  the  long  main^ 
taioed  principle  that  a  black  man  must  be  taken 
to  be  a  slave  till  legal  proof  had  bean  given  of  the 
contrary.  As  the  law  fonnerly  stood ,  any  free 
black  might  be  imprisoned,  and  sold  within  a 
Umited  time,  if  he  £uled  to  prove  his  right  to 
freedom  ;  a  proof  which,  in  very  many  instances, 
it  was  clearly  i m possi ble  for  h im  to  furnish*  Th is 
decision  was  obtained  by  the  exertions  of  Mr. 
Keane,  an  individual  well  known  for  his  active 
benevolence.    In  Jamaica,  the  legislaturereadily 
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repealed  certain  statutes  which  operated  to  the 
serious  injury  of  the  free  coloured  people  of  that 
island. 

In  some  of  the  eastern  colonies  still  more  was 
accomplished.  In  Java  a  society,  called  the 
^  Java  BenevoleDt  Institution,"  was  established, 
the  purpose  of  which  was  the  prevention  of  the 
slave  ^rade,  and  the  eventual  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  numerous  islands  of  the  Indian  seas*  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  our  impolitic  restoration  of  that 
colony  will  not  frustrate  the  humane  labours  of 
the  Java  Institution*  To  Ceylon,  however,  must 
be  awarded  the  prize  in  the  glorious  race  of  hu- 
manity. In  1816,  all  the  leading  proprietors  of 
slaves  came  to  a  resolution,  that  the  children  bom 
of  slaves,  subsequently  to  the  12th  of  August  in 
that  year,  should  be  entitled  to  freedom.  The 
chief-justice  of  Ceylon,  Sir  Alexander  Johnston, 
was  the  person  through  whose  eontinued  exertions, 
for  ten  years,  this  desirable  measure  was  at  length 
adopted  by  the  colonists  of  Ceylon*  St.  Helena 
has  recent]}^  followed  this  noble  example. 

Here,  then,  in  strictness,  might  be  closed  the 
hbtory  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade.  It 
may  not,  however,  be  unnecessary  to  notice 
briefly  two  measures  which  are  connected,  with 
the  subject;  one  of  which  excited  much  attention 
in  the  parliament  and  the  public,  and  cave  rise 
to  boundless  clamour  and  spleen  on  the  part  of 
the  colonists* 
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The  firsjt  of  these  measures  was  a  biU»  which 

in  the  session  of  1815,  was  brought  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Barhacn,  fpr  the 
purpose  of  *^  prohibiting  Britisb  subjectB^  or  per- 
sons resident  in  the  united  kingdom,  from  lending 
capital,  or  doing  other  acts,  to  assist  in  carrying 
on  the  ala? e-trade  to  colonies  bdonging  to  foreigin 

states;  or  persons  rcsidinir  iu  this  country  from 
lending  capital,  or  committing  other  acts»  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  assist  in  carrymg  on 
the  slave  trade  ot  foreign  colonies." 

The  well-known  fact  that  British  capital,  to 
a  large  amount,  was  thus  employed,  was  the 
reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Barhain  for  liis  introduc- 
iog  this  bill.  Some  of  the  clauses  were  opposed 
by  Mr.  Baring,  and  one  of  them  was  amended  at 
his  suggestion,  but  the  bill  was  carried  through 
the  Commons  without  any  serious  opposition. 
In  the  Lords^  however,  the  case  was  diffiBrent. 
The  bill  was  warmly  spokca  against  in  all  its 
stages.  Among  its  opponents  were  the  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord 
Ellenborough.  The  latter  was  particularly  severe 
upon  it,  as  lieing  a  crude,  unjust,  uninerciful,  pro- 
duction, which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  reduce 
into  any  thing  like  a  proper  shape,  and  which 
was,  in  fact,  an  emanation  of  that  fanatical  ir- 
regularity of  mind,  which  would  render  that  ex- 
cellent measure,  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade, 
odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  West  Indian  colonists." 
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The  bill  was  finally  rejected  by  twenty^four  voices 
against  nineteen. 

But  of  alL  the  plans  which  have  of  late  years 
been  under  the  consideration  of  |}arliament,  none» 

not  even  excepting  the  abolition  itself,  ever  called 
lorih  a  more  determined  spirit  of  .hostility  than  a 
bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilberforce^  towards  die 
close  of  the  session  of  1815,  fur  the  registry  of 
the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies*  It  has  been  seen 
that  the  scheme  of  registration  was  first  carried 
into  effect,  in  Trinidad,  by  the  British  ministry. 
The  measure  was  subsequently  extended  to  St. 
Lucia  and  the  Isle  of  France.  Under  the -idea 
that  they  had  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  that 
slaves  were  smuggled  into  the  islands^  the  friends 
of  the  abolition  deemed  it  necessary  to  procure  a 
law  directing  a  general  registry  of  slaves  to  take 
place  in  the  whole  of  the  colonies.  Mr.  Wiiber-i> 
force  accordingly  brought  in  a  bill»  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  stand  over  till  the 
following  session. 

No  sooner  did  the  bill  appear  than,  all  the 
colonists  took  the  alarm.  Aa  invasion  or  a  ge- 
neral rebellion  could  not  have  roused  them  more 
efiectually.  The  colonial  legislatures  reprobated 
the  i^eheme  with  all  the  asperity  of  censure ;  com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  consider  the  question ; 
voluminous  and  angry  reports  were  made  by 
those  couiinittees ;  meetings  were  called  ;  strojag 
resolutions  were  entered  into;  the  registry  bill 
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was  deprecated  as  bciog  absurd,  contiadictoryv 
inDpracticable,  unjust,  unnecesaar}^  oppressive, 

unconstitutional,  and  a  gross  insult  upon  ihe  co- 
lonial proprietors;  the  power  of  the  mother- 
country  to  legUate  in  dus  e$ise  for  the  coloinea 
was  peremptorily  detiied ;  and,  in  some  instaaceSy 
lai^uage  of  a  threateoiug  nature  was  freely  used, 
la  England  the  press  was  vigorously  employed 
by  the  oppooei^s  of  the  bill,  and  a  swarm  of 
pamphlets  issued  from  it,  which  ware  more  le- 
markahle  for  their  virulence  than  for  their  beauty 
of  style,  or  their  cogency  of  argument  The 
friends  of  the  billy  in  their  tunii  wielded  the  same 
weapon,  and  with  no  weak  or  unwilling  hand, 
and  thus  a  furious  paper  war  was  waged  bctweea 
Ihe  two  parties  for  a  considerable  period. 

While  diis  contest  was  carrying  on,  an  event 
occurred,  which  gave  to  the  enemies  of  the  bill 
an  advantage  over  their  antagonists.  This  was 
an  insurrection  in  Barbadoes,  which  the  colonists 
and  their  advocates  in  England,  attributed  en* 
tirely  to  Mr.  Wiiberforce's  bill.  Accordingly 
when,  on  the  I9th  of  June,  1816,  after  having 
previously  announced  his  intention  tu  press  for- 
mrd  the  bill  at  a  future  season,  Mr.  Wilharfjoroa 
moved  an  address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  obtain 
certain  papers,  tlie  colcmial  party  in  the  House» 
of  which  Mr.  Pallmer  was^  on  this  occasion,  the 
leader,  moved,  as  an  amendment,  an  adtlresa  re- 
questing his  Koyal  Highness  to  make  koown  his 
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highest  displeasure  at  the  late  daring  insurrection. 
At  the  same  time,  probably  as  a  sort  of  peace' 
offering  to  the  friends  of  the  abolitionj  the  aincnd- 
meat  entreated  tliat  his  ^*  Royal  Highness  would 
also  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend^  in  the' 
strongest  manner,  to  the  local  authorities  in  the 
respective  colonies,  to  carry  into  effect  every 
measure  whiich  may  tend  t6  promote  the  moral 
and  religious  improvement,  as  well  as  liiccoaifort 
and  happiness  of  the  negroes/' 

A  long  and  animated  debate  ensued.  Mr. 
Pallmer,  Mr.  Barharn,  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  . 
A.  C.  Grant,  and  Mr.  Manning,  were  on  the 
one  side ;  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly, 
and  Mr.  Brougham  on  the  other.  Mr.  Ponsonby 
and  Mr*  Canning  also  were  in  favour  of  the 
amended  address,  which,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case,  they  thought  it  would 
be  politic  to  adopt  unanimously. 

By  the  supporters  of  the  amendment,  it  was 
argued  that  no  iUicit  importation  whatever  had 
taken  place,  or  was  likely  to  do  so ;  that  the  regis* 
try  bill  was  every  thing  of  oppressive  and  offensive 
and  unjust,  that  the  colonists  and  their  writer  had 
stated  it  to  be ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  recent 
mischief  had  been  occasioned  by  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  which  bill  the  slaves  had  been  taught 
to  believe  was  a  measure  designed  to  restore- 
them  to  freedom,  of  the  benefits  of  which  they 
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were  fraudulently  deprived  by  tlieir  tyrannical 
owners* 

In  answer  to  this,  it  was  contended  that,  what* 

ever  danger  had  been  incurred,  it  had  been  incurred 
entirely  by  the  gjariogly  impnident  language  which 
the  fdanters  in  the  colonies  had  daUy  and  pubHcly 
held  upon  the  subject ;  that  there  was  sulEcient 
leason  to  suspect  that  smuggling  had  been 
carried  on;  that  the  friends  of  the  traffic  had 
themselves  always  asserted  that  smuggling  could 
not  he  prevented ;  that  if,  as  they  had  maintained. 
It  could  not  be  put  down  in  time  of  war,  still  less 
could  it,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  use  of 
more  than  common  means ;  and  that,  in  fact,-the 
preventing  of  it  would  he  almost  impossible,  if 
the  plan  of  registration  wei^e  not  adopted.  It 
was,  in  truth,  not  a  little  curious  to  hear  the 
advocates  of  the  planters  admitting,  as  they  now 
did,  that  their  former  arguments,  built  on  the 
certainty  of  illicit  importation  being  resorted  to, 
were  false  and  hollow,  and  were  only  intended 
to  add  something  to  the  weight  of  their  general 
reasoning.    They  did  not,  however, -seem  at  all 
aware,  that  this  admission  went  very  far  towards 
invalidating  their  present  assertions. 

Yielding  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  Mr. 
Wilb^orce  consented  to  allow  the  address  of 
Mr.  Pallmer  to  be  voted  first,  and  without 
opposition*   He  then  brought  forward  his  own 
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motion  for  papers,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Canning,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Lord  Holland 
moved)  in  the  House  of  Peers,  an  address  similar 
to  that  to  whicbi  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pallmer,  the 
Coiumons  had  assented  ;  but  with  an  additional 
recommendation  to  the  colonists,  "  to  make  every 
necessary  provision  against  any  violation  of  the 
abolition  acts,  under  the  facilities  which  may  be 
afforded  by  the  return  of  peace." 

The  speech  of  his  Lordship  was  distinguished 
by  ability  and  moderation.  He  was  of  opinion 
that,  although  the  British  Parliament  bad  an 
undoubted  right  to  interfefe,  it  would  be  prudent 
to  waive  ibc  exercise  of  the  right,  till  there 
appeared  to  be  a  positive  necessity  for  calling  it 
into  action.  The  measure  of  a  registration  of 
slaves  be  thought  a  just  and  politic  one ;  and 
he  believed  that  the  resistance  which  the  bill  had 
met  with  had  originated  rather  in  the  feelings 
excited  by  the  reasons  assigned  for  pressing  it, 
than  in  any  sound  cause  of  dislike  to  the  measure 
itself.  He  was,  therefore,  in  the  first  instance, 
for  leaving  to  the  colonial  assemblies  the 
passing  of  the  requisite  enactments.  "  The 
governments  in  the  colonies,"  s&id  he,  "  ought  to 
know,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  long  to 
resist  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure.  But  it 
should  be  done  in  the  manner  most  consonant  to 
theii  feelings^  as  the  most  effectual  manner  in 
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which  the  thing  can  be  done.  If,  however^  they 
should  still  hesitate,  or  decline  the  performance 
of  their  duty  in  that  respect,  they  should  know, 
that  it  will  be  done  for  them^  with  a  great  deal 
more  danger  to  themselves^  and  to  the  authorities 
of  the  islands.  I  hope,  therefore,  my  Lords, 
they  will  set  about  it  while  it  remains  in  their 
power ;  and  I  think  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
West  Indies  should  be  told,  that  it  is  possible  for 
theiD  to  avoid  the  alternative*  They  should  be 
told  of  the  general  opinion,  particularly  of  public 
men,  as  well  as  of  the  Parliament,  in  this 
country;  and  that  the  non-compliance  of  their 
own  authorities  will  force  the  British  legislature 
to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  I,  my  Lords, 
for  one,  would  not  advise  a  recurrence  to  but  ia 
the  last  necessity ;  while  the  adoption  of  it  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies  can  be  of  no  possible  incon- 
venience to  them."  The  address  proposed  by  his 
Lordship  was  carried  without  a  dissenting  voice* 
In  ihc  liopc  tiiat  this  50i  t  uf  language  would 
produce  the  proper  effect,  Mr.  Wilbcriorcc  and 
his  friends  forebore  to  bring  the  Registry  Bill 
once  more  under  the  nuiice  ol'i'ai  liauient.  The 
government,  on  its  side,  in  dispatclies  to  the 
governors  of  the  islabds,  and  in  interviews  with 
the  agents  of  those  islatidb,  lorcibly  urged  the 
adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  by  the. 
colonial  assemblies,  as  would  render  it  needless 
to  call  into  cj^ercise  the  paramount  authority  o£ 
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the  British  Parliameot  Most  of  the  colonid 
usemblies  have;  in  consequeDce,  passed  acts  of 
registration,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
same  step  will,  at  length,  be  taken  i)y  them  all. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  acts  will  be  effectual 
in  their  provirions;  that  they  will  be  strictly 
enforced ;  aad^  above  all,  that  the  planters,  by 
film  jostioe,  wisdom,  and  benevolence,  will, 
henoefertb,  induce  the  slaves  to  look  up  to  and 
venerate  them  as  protectors,  instead  of  dreading 
and  detesting  them  as  merciless  tyrants. 

The  slave-traife  has  received  a  mortal  wound. 
Its  days  are  numbered,  and  the  number  of  theoi. 
is  but  few.  The  dying  monster,  however, 
displays  in  its  last  agonies  even  more  malignity 
than  it  did,  when  it  existed  in  all  its  unnatural 
and  horrible  vigour.  It  seems  desirous  to  crowd 
into  its  expiring  moments  the  enjoyment  of  as 
•  large  a  portion  as  possible  ot  deep  and  damning 
crime.  It  acts  like  those  savages  who,  though 
transfixed  to  the  ground,  are  said  to  endeavour  to 
bite  and  tear  the  limbs  of  their  conquerors. 

The  slave-trade  of  the  present  day,"  say  the 
directors  of  the  Afirican  Institution,  in  their  last 
report,  *'has  acquired  a  new  character  of  ferocity. 
The  slave-ahips  come  on  the  coast  armed,  not 
merely  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  their  mur- 
derous tragic,  but  in  order  to  resist  search ;  and 
many  bloody  scenes  have  in  consequence  of  this 
detei'iuination  been  acted  oi  kie  in  Africa* 
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they  appear  also  to  lose  no  opportunity  of 
attacking  and  destroying  the  le^timate  commerce 
of  the  Windward  Coast,  and  particularly  that  of 
Sierra  Leone,  which  enjoys  the  proud  pre* 
eminence  of  being  the  object  of  their  bitter  hatred 
and  implatdble  hostility.**  Deplorable  and  dis- 
gusting as  this  is,  the  evil  can  only  be  of 
transient  duration.  The  time  cannot  be  far 
distant,  wiien  an  adequate  British  force  will  hunt 
down  and  severely  punish  these  desperate  re- 
volters  against  nature  and  the  laws;  when 
the  continent  of  Africa  will  be  suffered  to 
breathe  from  the  carnage  and  horrors  to  which  it 
bas  so  long  been  exposed ;  and  the  wishes  of  the 
friends  of  humanity  will,  at  length,  be  gratified^ 
by  the  wide  and  unrestrained  difiusion  of  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  of  peace» 
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Extract  from  a  Statement  relative  to  the  Outrages  com- 

mitted  on  the  innocent  Traffic  of  Jfrica,  hi/  Ships 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  drawn  up  from  authen- 
tic Documents, 


«  DvaiMG  the  list  two  years  many  armed  Slave-sbipa  have 
come  to  the  coast*  and  bare  employed  loree  to  effisctuate 
their  puqKise ;  andj  when  interrapted»  they  have  threaten* 
ed  to  return  with  armed  ships,  of  a  large  class }  and,  la 

some  instances,  have  executed  their  threats. 

A  few  of  these  armed  ships  have  come  from  the  Brazils, 
and  one  or  two  from  Martinique,  but  for  the  most  part 
they  have  come  from  the  United  States  of  America,  having 
first  obtained  a  Spanish  disguise  at  the  Uavannah.  Xhey 
have  oonaiBted  chiefly  of  vessels  which  had  been  employed 
as  American  privateers  during  the  late  war,  and  which  sail 
uncommonly  fast.  In  more  than  one  instance  they  have 
come  In  small  squadrons  of  two  or  three  vesseltj  for  the 
purposes  of  attacking  and  capturing  any  armed  vessel  which 
might  obstruct  their  proceeding's, 

A  few  of  the  cases  are  stated  below. 

1.  The  Temeraire.^ThiA  vessel  came  from  the  Brazils, 
and  bore  the  Portngnese  flag.  She  mounted  eighteen  guns, 
and  was  strongly  manned.  She  resisted  his  M]\)esty'«  ship 
Bann,  and  was  not  taken  until  she  had  suffered  greatly  in 
her  aalls  and  rigging. 

S.  The  Seal,  Portuguese. — ^This  vessel  was  found  trad- 
ing iu  the  river  Lagos,  under  Portuguese  colours,  in  August, 
1815.  Slif  wa-;  struut^ly  manned  and  arnioJ,  and  niain- 
taificd  ou  eugo^umcut  uf  forty  miuutcs  with  ihc  vcsoei 
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wliicii  attenipted  to  examine  her.  The  liirer  Lagoa  ia  tQ 
the  North  ot  the  Line. 

3.  The  Ruse. —  I  his  vessel  came  to  ibe  coast  ander 
Spanish  coloursj  although  really  Aroericon  property.  She 
was  formerly  an  American  priv|iteer»  bdonging.  to  BaHlr 
more;  whence  she  was  sent  to  the  Havannab,  undef  the 
command  of  a  person  who  knew  at  the  time  that  abe  waa 
destined  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  She  was  sold  at  the 
Havannah  to  a  Sjiuniard,  who  cJiiipatched  herin  a  fevvtia)3 
to  the  coast  j  the  former  coninmander  still  remaining  on 
board  as  super-cargo,  and  taking  with  him  the  same  cargo 
be  had  brought  from  America,  and  several  of  the  same 
craw.  She  was  stroigly  naaacd  and  armed,  and  did  noi 
yieU  to  his  M%iesty*e  ship  Ba»n#  until  after  a  conriderabie 
resistance.  This  was  In  January  1616* 

4.  The  Zoait.-— This  vessel  was  from  Martinique,  and 
was  well  armed  and  manned.  She  was  detained  by  his 
Majesty's  colonial  ship.  Princess  Charlotte,  but  not  without 
a  severe  ciiiitest,  in  whieli  twenty  of  the  crew  of  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  were  killed  or  wounded.  Tbi«  was  in 
March,  1816. 

5.  Two  eraied  Sehotnen,  nanscs  enknows,  under 
Spanish  ooloors,  resisted  and  beat  off  the  Princess  Charlotte 
and  carried  off  from  the  Windwanl  coast  caigoaaof  slavca* 
This  was  In  July,  1S15. 

6.  La  Paz — This  vessel  bore  the  Sj>ainsh  flag.  She 
was  taken  after  a  severe  contest,  by  the  Princess  Charlotte  j 
and  on  board  of  her  were  found  the  master  and  crew  of  an 
English  vessel  that  had  been  captaicd  by  her  some  daya 
before. 

7.  The  Jloyo.— This  idessel  from  Charlestown  and  the 
Havannah}  was  strongly  armed;  and  was  captored  in- 
March,  J816,  after  fighting  for  a  considerable  time. 

P»  A  large  Schooner,  from  the  Havannah,  with  slaves  on 
board,  attacked  his  M^jpsty's  ship  Ferret,  arid  killed  two 
of  her  men  ;  but  was  at  length  takeo^  and. brought  into 
Sierra  iieuuc^  iu  March^ 
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*  9.  The  Schooner  (name  unknown)  whose  creW  de^ 
ttroyed  the  brig  Kitty,  of  Iriverpool,  nutnlered  the  matter 
(Roach),  and  carried  the  black  people  (two  of  whom 
were  oaptured  negroes  of  Sierra  Leone)  aa  slaves  to  the 
Haveanah. 

10.  The  Camperdown,  a  brig  of  sixteen  gi!n«,  and  a 
large  coQipIement  of  men,  commanded  by  the  same  j  erson 

tile  preceding.  She  destroyed  tlie  sloojis  Rambier  and 
Trial,  belongiog  to  this  port,  and  carried  the  blacks  off  as 
alaves*  It  is  sopposed  that  she  carried  off  at  least  two 
hundred  free  blacks  in  her  diflhrent  voyages,  as  slie  made 
•kiYes  of  all  the  people  going  on  board  in  canoes.  She 
had  sevetal  sklrmisbes  with  the  Princess  Chailotte,  and' 
was  once  chased  by  the  Creole  and  Astrea. 

11.  The  Laura  Anna,  tal^en  in  the  Rio  Nuntjz,  vviicre 
it  was  necessary  to  promise  the  sailors  their  wages,  to 
prevent  an  action. 

1^.  The  Venganza,  which  fought  the  party  sent  after 
her  to  the  Gambia,  and  at  last  was  blown  up  whilst  en- 
gaging. 

13.  7Ae  Jfnlatifo,  a  leige  schooner,  painted  black, 
which  made  two  or  tluee  voyages  to  the  coast,  carried 
away  a  great  number  of  free  negroes,  and  beat  off  the 
Frincess  Charli  tte. 

14.  A  Uuge  ^Schooner,  likewise  painted  black,  her  com- 
panion, which  also  beat  off  the  Frincess  Ciiarlotte. 

15.  Tlie  Paz,  which,  under  the  American  ting,  beat  off 
the  Frincess  Charlotte,  and  killed  several  of  her  men. 

16.  The  Rote^  formerly  an  American  privateer ;  fitted 
out  in  America,  and  manned  with  Americans,  but  supposed 
to  tie  the  property  of  an  Eni^iish  passentreron  board,  who 
was  nn  old  slave  trader  at  M<^'s.'i; aiio,  tiom  \\  \\\vh  y>Uua 
slic  slaved  :  fought  the  boats  of  li iMiijeist}  s  bhip  bana 
and  the  commissioned  sloop  Mary  for  suuje  time,  but  waa 
at  length  captured. 

If,  Stkooner  GugdaUntpe,  taken  by  the  Young  Prlnccsi 
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Charlotte.  Besides  their  regular  charge  of  two  Wtind 
shot,  her  gans  were  each  of  them  tooded  with  bogs  of  flvtf 
hundred  musket  balls.  She  was  taken  by  boarding. 

18.  Brig  Temtrario,  from  BraxH.  She  was  biiHt  oa 
purpose  Ibr  thii  forced  trade  :  has  eighteen  guns,  which 
were  cast  on  purpose,  with  her  name  on  them.  She  made 
one  trip  to  the  coast,  when  she  was  chased  by  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  but  escaped.  On  her  second  trip  she  was  taken> 
after  an  action  of  two  hours,  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Bann. 
She  had  a  complement  of  eighty  men^  and  was  slaving  in  . 
violation  of  the  last  treaty  with  Portngal. 

19.  Sdiooner  Dohret,  formerty  an  American  schooner^ 
but  said  to  belong  to  an  English  hoQse  in  the  Havaanah* 
Taken  after  a  severe  action,  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Ferret. 

Brig  Neuva  Paz,  formerly  the  Atnerican  privateer 
Argus :  fitted  out  from  America,  though  supposed  in  part 
to  be  British  property,  and  manned  with  Americans  and 
Bnglisb.  She  took  and  plundered  the  schooner  Apollo  of 
this  port,  and  made  an  attack  on  the  Prince  Regent,  hot 
was  captured  by  boarding,  after  a  short  bat  severe  action. 

51.  Sehocner  Carmen,  from  Brazil:  taken  by  the  Sir 
James  Yeo,  for  slaving  to  the  North  of  the  I^fne*  She  had 
a  flag  with  a  death's  head  and  marrow  bones. 

52.  Schooner  Triumfarite,  from  Havannah,  late  the 
American  privateer  Criterion,  of  sixteen  guns  and 

men,  commanded  by  a  Portuguese  subject.  Taken  by  the 
boats  of  the  Prince  Regent,  after  a  severe  action,  in  the 
river  Cameroons.  The  captain  declared,  that,  had  he  beear 
fhlly  prepared,  and  met  the  Prince  Regent  at  sea*  he 
would  have  sunk  her. 

^  The  American  Schooner  Dortet,  of  '  guno 
and  men,  from  Baltimore  direct— called  the  Spa- 

nish schooner  Triumvirnta — with  an  American  supercargo, 
a  Spanish  captain,  and  American,  French,  English,  and 
Spanish  crew.  Taken  after  a  smart  action,  in  the  Rii^ 
Pongas,  last  January,  by  a  vessel  from  this  place* 
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J  kwgt  Sfihooner,  name  «iikDown»  supposed  from 
the  Haraaiiah ;  took  and  plundered  the  brig  Indnatry  of 
thui,port»  last  November,  end  carried  the  greatcat  part  of 
the  crew  off  as  slaves . 

25.  The  Saucff  Jack,  an  American  privateer,  whieh  car- 
rieJ  off  a  cargo  of  slaves  in  181  i,  mui,  it  is  believed,  con- 
voyed several  vessels  to  and  fioni  the  coast.  He  boarded, 
but  did  aot  molest,  a  sloop  from  this  place  to  Goree  with 
rice. 

These  ere  specific  inatencesj,  which  have  all  been  prpvcd 
before  some  coort  of  justice )  and  there  ia  every  probability 
that  this  is  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  vessels  of  this 
descriptbn  which  visit  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  the  slave  trade. 

It  hiis  alau  lately  become  tiie  practice  of  these  vessels  to 
sail  in  company,  and  tlius  deter  the  Cfews  of  his  Majest^y's 
vesseb  from  attempting  to  capture  them. 

When  interrapted^  the  captains  have  almost  universally 
threatened  to  return  with  armed  ships  of  a  larger  class,  al- 
thooghy  from  the  univerBality  of  the  trade»  it  is  difiScult  to 
remember  every  particular  instance.  The  NeuTa  Paz  was 
one  where  the  threat  was  pnt  In  exeAotion  $  and  one  of  the 
most  violent  of  the  shive- trailers  has  very  lately  returned 
to  the  Galliiijis,  and  gent  up  a  messai^e,  by  aa  American, 
that  he  was  waiting  for  the  Frince  Regent :  unfortunately 
she  was  then  unrigged^  and  repairing,  at  Bance  island* 
which  gave  thi^  slave  captain  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
off  a  caigo*  The  Dolores  and  Terocrario  were  avowedly 
fitted  ottt  for  the  destraction  of  the  colonial  brig;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  very  violent  and  powerful 
attempts  will  be  made  fur  that  purpose,  ns,  from  the  great 
annoyance  she  has  been  to  the  slave-traders,  the  constant 
terror  of  her  being  found  between  Cape  Vcrd  and  Cape 
Palnias  (a  circumstance  which  lias  ])tcventt.d  many  vessels 
from  slaving:  off  that  part  of  the  coabt),  and  the  number  of 
vessels  she  has  captured,  she  is  an  object  of  the  grealest 
hatred  and  detestation  to  the  slave-merchaiits. 
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The  few  neii  of  w«r  which  are  ient  out*  nm  Aiwn  <h« 
eoaatj  and  then  leaire  it  i  whilst  the  oolonial  brig  of  Sierra 
Leone  is  constantly  raring  abotttj  keeping  the  alave-tiiden 

in  daily  fear  of  a  visit. 

The  Havannah  is  the  port  from  which  the  majority  of 
these  vessels  are  fitted  out  3  though  many  of  them>  as  the 
old  American  prif ateen,  are  fitted  out  in  Ameitea,  and 
only  go  to  the  Havannah  for  papen«  itc.  |  whilst  mme,  like 
the  Dorset,  idias  TrinmTinte^  have  the  papers  carried  firom 
the  Havannah  to  America.  A  fowj  like  the  Lonis,  are 
fitted  out  ft^  the  French  Ishuids;  and  the  Portngoese 
come  from  the  Brazils. 

Many  more  instances  of  the  aggressions  of  Slave-ships 
on  the  innocent  trade  of  Africa  might  be  adduced,  but 
enough  has  lieen  stated  to  shew  the  extreme  difficulties 
and  dangers  nnder  whidi  it  labours,  and  which  must  con* 

# 

tittue  to  exist  so  long,  as  the  slave  trade  is  allowed  to  be 

carried  on.  ^iTd 


XKD  or  ^L.  IV. 


7.  MUier,  FrttKflr,  5,  Nobk  Strut,  Qhet^mde, 


€ 


Digitized  by  Google 


L/iyiii^ed  by  Google 


Digitizea  by  Google 


Digitizeu  by  <jOOgIe 


